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Govt to cut
non-essential
expenditures

The government has decided
to trim down non-essential ex-

nditure as a measure of aus-
terity in all government offices
and divert the funds for relief
and post-flood reconstruction,
reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
' Hasina urged the nation on
Thursday and Saturday to ob-
serve aysterity nationwide, in-
cluding é!ublir: and private of-
fices, to deal with the problems.

The circular on austerity,
approved by the Prime Minister
yesterday, would be issued by
the Finance Ministry.

Talking to UNB, Finance
Minister S A M S Kibria said
the governmernt's austerity
measures are to avoid non-es-
sential expenditures. The
money thus saved will be used
for the gigantic task of rehabili-
tation in the flood-hit areas.

Under the austerity plan, he
said, extravagant spending on
luxury affairs would be dis-
couraged. Contingency fund of

See Page 12 Col 8

D-8 summit
postponed

The summit of the Develop-
ing Eight (D-8) in Dhaka has
been postponed in view of the
devastating floods in the coun-
try.
r}TBSS uoting a source last
ight sajﬂ the second sumimit of
D-8 which was scheduled to be
held here in the later part of
November has been "shelved”,

All the member-countries
are being informed of the gov-
ernment decision, according to
the source.

The decision was taken at a
meeting yesterday afternoon at
the foreign ministry with For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad in the chair.

The postponement of the
summit would save about Tk 15
crore that includes Tk nine
crore earmarked for the pro-
curement of vehicles needed for
the purpose. the source said.

BSF man killed

in gunfight
with BDR in
Sherpur

SHERPUR, Sept 13: An In-
dian BSF jawan was killed and
another injured in a gunfight
with BDR personnel at a fron-
tier village in Jhenaigati thana
today,: officials said, reports
APB.

Jhenaigati police said the
gunfight erupted when BDR pa-
trols from the Nakshi BOP
challenged two members of the
Indian Border Security Force
after finding them at Naukuchi
village at about 9 in the morn-
ing.

The BSF men tried to run
away firing at the BDR mem-
bers. BDR returned fire.

Police further said the BSF
members intruded into the vil:
lage with 'an ill motive' and
were challenged while return-
ing from the house of a tribal
man.

The body of the Indian bor-
der guard was taken to the

‘Nakshi camp. The injured,
however, ed to cross the
border, police said.

An SLR, 16 bullets and some
Indian rupees were recovered
from the dead BSF personnel,
police said.

When contacted, BDR Direc-
tor General Azizur Rahman told
the news agency that he had
talked to. his F" counterpart
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long-term consider-
ations
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Situation improves in 25 dists

The overall flood situation
in 25 out of 37 affected districts
marked further improvement
yesterday, report agencies.

The falling trend in the wa-
ter level in and around Dhaka
city was significant as the Buri-
%anga river fell by 11 cam,

urag by 10 c¢m at Mirpur and
the Shitalakhya by 10 cm at
Naravanganj.

~ The flow in those rivers and
in the Meghna at Chandpur
were still well above their re-
spective danger levels. the

ood Forecasting and Warning
Centre said, but cautioned that
the danger in the country’s cen-

Flood water start
receding from city

tral part as well as in and
around Dhaka city ‘cannot be
overlooked.’

It further said the rate of re-
cession of flood water in the
country totally depends on the
tidal situation in the Meghna
estuary.

- The century's longest-lastin
deluge has so far claimed 91
lives, including 174 victims of
diarrhoea, official sources said.

Drownirg, snakebite, eléc- -

trocution and other flood-re-

lated causes left 739 ple

dead, including 23 yesterday.
Unofficial death toll will be

much more as report of many

deaths in remote areas do not
reach the government.

The FFWC said all the rivers
in the Brahmaputra and the
Ganges basins continued to fall
remnarkably, while rivers in the
Meghna and southeastern hill
basins registered rise at some
points and fall at some other
points.

Out of the 46 river points
monitored by the Centre, 17
were still above the red mark.

The situation alon
Brahmaputra-Jamuna an
Padma will continue to improve
as both the rivers recorded

See Page 12 Col 7

unk in flood water in a neighbourhood where boats
— Star photo by Sk Enamul Hagq

People around
DND dam

feel relieved

By Special Correspondent

The Wtariy defenders on the
city's water front heaved a sigh
of relief yesterday as the rivers

flowing by it marked further
fall, easing pressure on the be-
leaguered DND embankment.

ut some residents of Gul-
shan said there had been a
slight rise in the water level,
which balffled them because the
rivers flowing by the city main-
tained falling trend. But there
was no explanation for it.

An official at the Flood
Forecasting and Warning Cen-
tre (FFWC]) said last night that
there was no reason for the rise.

He said the Buriganga. the
Shitalakhaya and the Turag,
are still flowing above their red
marks but they maintained a
steady trend of decline.

The major rivers — the
Ganges-Padma. the Brahmapu-

tra-Jamuna and the M a—
See Page 12 Col

Rubel murder

7 policemen directly
“1involved, 6 abetted:
Judicial Commission

By Staff Correspondent

Seven policemen and six
others including Mukuli Begum
were found by the judicial
commission involved, directly
or indirectly, in the murder of
Rubel, sources close to the
commission said.

The one-man judicial com-
mission on Rubel murder sub-
mitted its report to the home
minister yesterday.

Top home ministry officials
sald they were yet to go through
the rt and that there was no
decision as yet as to when it
would be made public.

Justice Habibur Rahman
Khan, who headed the commis-
sion, said he would ct the
ministry not to disclose the
findings of the report until the
CID completed its investiga-
tion.

According to the sources, his
report identified the seven po-
licemen as the ones directly in-

volved while the six others in-
cluding Mukuli Begum had in-
fluenced the incident.

Home Secreta Shafiur
Rahman told Th,:r{;a”}, Star
last night that the ministry had
“just received the copies of the
report” and was “yet to go
through its findings”.

Asked when the government
would make public the findin
of the report, he said, “it is sub-
ject to a government decision.

"A decision in this regard
cannot be made soon as the
home minister will be away
from the city for the next three
days and the Prime Minister is
also busy’.

A deep-rooted public suspi-
cion stems from the fact that
such a commission's report has
never been made public in the
history of Bangladesh.

Home ministry sources said

See Page 12 Col 1

Turn this crisis into

an opportunity

By Mahfuz Anam

"Every crisis is an opportu-
nity” said Albert Einstein. So it
is. if only we have the wisdom
to do the needful that turns a
crisis into an opportunity. His-
tory is replete with examples of
great civilizations rising from
the ashes of unprecedented
catastrophes. The examples of
Germany and Japan comes into
mind. Both these countries were
almost totally destroyed by the
Second World War. But the
whole wnrldjvga witness to how
they came back outshining
their erstwhile victors Britain,
France and the US. Germany is
now the undisputed leader of
Europe and Japan, till recently,
was the engine of growth for

Asia and Latin America and the
biggest trading partner of the
US. In a much smaller scale, but
making the same point, the cit
of Surat transformed itself
from perhaps the dirtiest city in
India to the cleanest within one
year of discovering plague in
1996-97. The city was quaran-
tined. Now it is a tourist attrac-
tion. All these are examples of
crisis being turned into oppor-
tunities.

Almost like a war, the cur-
rent floods have hit us at the
very core of our existence. Ev-
erything we have so tenuously
build over the past 25 years has
been partially or totally de-

See Page 12 Col 2
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Cargo handling drops at Ctg

port, most ships overstay

CHITTAGONG, Sept
Elusi:e%ss uiicthriticu have
slum in the port city as a re-
sult of the ﬂunﬁuthatwﬂnappcd
road communication between
Chittagong and other parts of
the country, sources concerned
said.

Officials said cargo handling
at Chittagong port declined as
delivery of goods to and from
the port became very poor with
the snapping of road communi-
cation with Dhaka and other
parts of the country.

Average daily handling of
cargo has dropped to between
12,000 and 14,000 tons now
from 25,000 and 28,000 tons be-
fore the flood, they said.

They also said, average per
day unloading of imported
foodgrains from ships has come
down to 2,000 tons from 4,000
tons earlier. Foodgrains are de-
livered from the ships directly,
they added.

Acting chairman of Chit-
tagong port Capt Zahiruddin

I3

From Nurul Alam

Mahmud said “We are facing
problems following disruption
in transportation of goods to
and from Chittagong. Huge im-
port cargo at the port is causing
congestion of space and ships
and on the otherhand, ship-
ment of rt goods BIumpch'

He said about 12,000 con-
tainers have been accommo-
dated at port g&;ds against the
capacity of 8, containers.

Port officials said that about
two lakh tons of imported goods
including one lakh tons of con-
tainerised cargo remained
stockpiled at the port jetties
and sheds. Another two and a
half lakh tons of imported
goods including one lakh tons
of foodgrains loaded in 40 ves-
sels are yet to be unloaded.

Officials said due to conges-
tion, every ship is now required
to stay at this port for 8 to 10
days on an average instead of 5
to 6 days earlier.

Consequently, the ships are
incurring huge demurrage of

3.000 dollars a day, said offi-
cials.

Tarik Anis, executive direc-
tor of a shipping agency at
Agrabad said "We have shipped
63 containers of export cargo in
the last 13 days against 106
containers du the same pe-
riod a month ago. The con-
signees also are not taking de-
livery of imported goods as they
can not su Slly those in differ-
ent ports of the country.”

urul Hoque, president of
Khatunganj aders’ Associa-
tion said business has slum

bﬁv 50 per cent at Khatunganj in
the city due to non-supply of
goods from there due to snap-
pmlg-l of road communication.

oque also said that short
supply of some essential goods
has increased their prices in
Chittagong.

Manag ng director of a
leading broker house, Rasul
Nizam, told this correspondent
that supply of tea and internal

sale of the item have also been
affected.

Clinton's legal team steps
up attack on Starr report

WASHINGTON, Sept 13:
President Bill Clinton's legal
team stepped up their attack on
the Kenneth Starr report over
the weekend, hoping to con-
vince Americans that the Inde-
pendent Counsel's lurid account
was a crude cheap shot at Clin-
ton and contained nothing im-
peachable, reports Reuters.

As the White House issued its
second caustic rebuttal in as
many days some Clinton loyal-
ists — perhaps emboldened by
polls showing his job approval
ratings holding steady — began
to fire back at Starr.

"When you've got nothing
else going for you, you go for the
dirt and filth,” said representa-
tive Charles Rangel, a New York
Democrat who wits on the
House Judiciary Committee, the
panel which could consider im-
peachment.

Rangel said Starr took ad-
vantage of Clinton's poor
judgement in conducting an 18-
month extramarital aftair with
a White House intern less than
half his age "and pum it into
a nickel-and-dime lurid sex
story."

"l think that's all he had, he
had no choice.” said Rangel. "He

fired his best shot."

Democratic Sen. Bob Kerry
urged Congress and the public to
avoid reaching conclusions un-
til the case is heard entirely,
including Clinten's defence.
The president, who has now
apologised profusely for his be-
haviour, denies he lied under
oath about the affair or asked
anyone else to do likewise.

But Kerrey sald his con-
stituents in Nebraaska would
have preferred "not to know,
not to héar" the smutty details
of Clinton's escapades with
Monica Lewinsky.

"There is a sort of porno-

.graphic value to this that people

are recoiling against," he said
Saturday on the CNN pro-
gramme “Evans, Novak, Hunt
and Shields.”

The debate over the blunt
language in the 445-page report
.began in earnest as millions of
Americans spent the weekend
reading the X-rated description

. of 10 sexual encounters between

Lewinsky and the President in
the country's newspapers and
the Internet. Many papers car-
ried warnings about the report’s
explicit content and advising

parental guidance.

Clinton's lawyers rushed out
a second rebuttal late Saturday,
denouncing Starr's report as."a
hit-and-run smear campaign”
and rejecting the. prosecutor's
allegations that Clinton had
committed Eerjurj,r. witness
tampering, obstruction of jus-
tice and abused his power.

‘It i1s plain that 'sex’' is pre-
cisely what this four-and-half,
years investigation has boiled
down to,” they said, chargin
the document was "loaded wit
irrelevant and unnecessary
graphic and salacious allega-
tions" proving that "its princi-
pal purpose is to damage the
President."

The rebuttal criticised Starr
and the report his office
drafted, for mentioning 'sex' for
more than 500 times.

In their 42-page rebuttal,
Clinton's legal team — led by
private attorney David Kendall
and White House counsel
Charles Ruff — argued that the
11 possible grounds for im-
peachmmt presented by
fall far short' of what would
constitute impeachable of-
fences- and amount to "over-
reaching in an extrav t ef-

See Page 12 Col 8

Khaleda alleges

Police obstructed
relief operation
in Gopalgan;

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chief Begum Khaleda
Zia has alleged that police had
recently barred a central leader
of her party from distributing
reliefl materials amuné the
flood-affected people in Gopal-
ganj, home district of the prime
minister.

M H Khan Manju, a former
MP and assistant organising
secretary of BNP, had to leave
Gopalganj for Dhaka after po-
lice made their second attempt
to obstruct his relief operation
on September 4, said the leader

of the tion in the Jatiya
Sangsad in a statement last
night.

Begum Zia described the po-

lice action as follows:

Police took position around
the BNP office in Gopalganj and
informed Manju of a warrant of
arrest against him when he
along with local party leaders
and workers was packing up re-
lief items in that office. In the
face of resistance from the

See Page 12 Col 6

Congress’ options
other than

impeachment

UNDATED, (AP): What
Congress can do in the Clinton
Casc: '

The Constitution spells out
the impeachment proces8 and
how the president can be re-
moved from office. There is no
provision for a censure or other
reprimand. ;

It is Congress that deter-
mines what is an impeachable
offence, and Congress can de-
termine any other kind of pun-
ishment it deems appropriate.

While the Senate voted to
censure President Andrew
Jackson in 1834, the resolution
had no legal impact and Jack-
son dismissed the move as ille-
gal. When his party took con-
trol of Congress a few years
later, the censure was with-
drawn.

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee, which is reviewing In-
dependent Counsel Kenneth
Starr's report on US President
Bill Clinton, could, of course,
decide that it will not offer arti-
cles of impeachment to the full
Huu;;:'u: vote.

peachment process:

The House of Representa-
tives has initial responsibility
for weighing impeachgent
cases — something like a

jury in a criminal case,

See Page 12 Col 1

PDB ‘under pressure
to give in to Unocal

By Sharier Khan

The Power Development
Board (PDB) is under pressure to
sign a power purchase deal with
US company Unocal for a num-
ber of power plants in the west-
ern region of the country,
sources said.

The proposed power plants,
to be built without any compet-
itive bidding, in Bhola, Khulna
and Barisal plan to use gas from
neighbouring Shahbazpur. The
plants, according to the propos-
als, will have capacity to gener-
ate a total of 350 megawatts of
electricity.

Since 1996, Unocal has been
pursuing these power projects
along with other gas-related
businesses keeping in the mind
the recently-discovered Shah-
bazpur gas field. The company
has tried to convince the gov-
ernment to accept a flat tariff of
4.5 US cents while proposing
that the PDB supply gas (bought
from Petrobangla) to these
power plants at the local bulk

rate.
of

Following a series

OMS of rice as
soon as flood

_water recedes

The government will start
Open Market Sale (OMS) of rice
as soon as the flood water re-
cedes.

Food Minister Begum Matia
Chowdhury told a meeting with
rice wholesalers at her re-
tariat office }rcatcrdag; morni

Talking to UNB Matia sai
that there is always a conspir-
acy to destabilise the market.

Commenting on the market
situation for last few days, the
Food Minister said it was
mainly because of rumour. "I
hope people will understand the
stock situation and would not
be panicky which makes a

'See Page 12 Col 5

'BNP calls hartal

at Cox's Bazar
today

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 13: BNP
has called a half-day hartal in
the town tomorrow testing
attack on its leader, Mahbubur

Mahbubur Rahman, local
BNP leader and editor of The
Daily Saikat was injured in an
attack allegedly by BCL ac-
tivists in the town at around 12

See page 11

“unsolicited™ negotiations, the
US company submitted a pro-
sal for the so-called Western
egion Integrated Project
(WRIP) in 1997. It also succeeded
in “initialling™ a gmductinn
sharing contract (PSC) for the
Shahbazpur field at the same
time. The government also
“initialled” the PSC earlier this
ear. The PSC is expected to be
nalised very soon.

But PDB is unlikely to enter-

tain the Unocal-proposed power
urchase agreement (PPA) be-
ore the PSC is through.

"No. we are not going to si
any PPA with Unocal uniess the
sovernment signs a PSC for

hahbazpur gas field," said PDB
See page 11

Hoarders to
face stern
action: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Hcsterday said stern ac-
tion will be taken against the
hoarders, reports UNB.

"Hand them over to the au-
thorities if you find anyone try-
ing to Increase prices of essen-
tials, including foodstuff, at the
cost of people's sufferings.” she
said.

She was addressing the flood
victims at Banani Model
School flood shelter in the city.

Hasina also visited the
diplomatic zones of the city's
Gulshan, Banani and Barid-
hara area and went round vari-
ous roads, most of which were
still under knee-deep water.

After distributing rellef at
the Banani Model School cen-
tre, the Prime Minister urged .
the people to be vigilant against
the hoarders.

The Prime Minister assured
that there is a huge stock of
foodstuff. "We have stock of
food even at the district and
thana levels. So there is no
problem of food anywhere in
the country,” she asserted.

Calling this year's flood
quite extensive, which the
country has never experienced

See Page 12 Col 5

40 lakh MT
food shortage
likely

The pgovernment has dis-
missed fear of famine after the
recession of flood water, reports
APB.

"No, were not apprehending
any famine.... it is out of ques-
tion,” M Anisuzzaman, Prime
Minister's Adviser on Agricul-
ture, told reporters at a press
briefing at the PM's office yes-
terday.

However, culture Min-
istry officials said that the
country would face a shortage of
40 lakh metric tonnes of food-
grains this year due to the dev-
astating flood.

They hastened to inform
that the government was taking
stel,Es to make up the shortages
with its own import, foretgn aid
and private sector import of
foodgrains.

en reporters quoting BBC
asked Anisuzzaman whether
the government deemed any.
post-flood famine, he categori-
cally said: "We have enough

Sezf:pggc 11
Motia refutes

BBC report

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Begum Motia Chowdhury
yesterday refuted a BBC report
that 20 million people will die
from starvation and of diseases
in the aftermath of floods, re-
ports UNB,

Reacting to UNB over the
BBC news, she said many of the

redictions and news reports
ave grﬂved wrong.,

"Through our sincere work
we will prove that they were
wrong,” the Food Minister said
with confidence.

Citing several examples of
BBC's wrong reports, Motia said
they misinterpreted and mis-
quoted a report of UNDP,

When the UNDP itself has
expressed their satisfaction
over the distribution system
how could BBC report like this,
she wondered.

“Is it not a fact that the gov-

‘See Page 12 Col 7
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