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_C_"Eealth Games
Cricket final
may get ODI
status

The final of the cricket com-
tition at the Commonwealth
ames may receive one-day in-
ternational status, according to
a on the Internet.
ommonwealth Games Fed-
eration president Mike Fennell
said the ICC had indicated it
would reconsider the issue of
giving the final ODI status if
two Test nations competed in
the match.

However, this statement has
not been confirmed to datg by
any cricket officials.

Only three Test playing
countries — Australia, New
Zealand and Zimbabwe — have
sent teams apﬁmaching full
national strengt

Matches at the Games,
though endorsed. by the ICC and
played under ICC one-day in-
ternational regulations, do not
have one-day international sta-
tus because of the presence of
teams which are not ICC full
members.

¥
C’wealth hockey
[
India beat
S Africa
KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12:
India scored twice in the last 16
minutes Saturday and defeated
South Africa 2-1 in a prelimi-
nary match of the Common-
wealth Games men's field
hockey competition, reports
AP.

The scoreline was a testi-
mony to India's missed chances
and frustrations at being un-
able to get past burly South
African goalkeeper Brian My-
burgh, who time and again
threw himself to the ground to
create a virtual human wall
across the goal.

Of the nine
India was awa
just one.

South Africa’s goal came in
the 23rd minute when Greg
Nicol took advantage of a de-
fensive lapse by the Indians.

The equaliser came only in
the 59th minute, when captain
Dhanraj Pillay waved his way
into the circle from the right
and gave the ball to Mukesh
Kumar, who extended it to Lak-
shman Prabhakaran, the
Scorer.

In the 67th minute, with
eight minutes left to play, India
ot their ninth penalty corner.

umar stopped the ball and

assed it to Baljit Singh

hillon, who placed it neatly in
the goal.

South Africa, which had
failed to qualify for the World

nalty corners
ed. it converted

Mark has nothing to do with 1t

(AP/AFP): Aus-
tralian captain
Mark Tayler said
he will not judge
Pakistani cric

eters im licat:d in a match-
fixing m:andal but wants the

] SYDNEY, Sept 12

matter dealt with as quickly as

possible,

An interim report by the
Pakistan Cricket Board leaked
to the press on Wednesday
found star players Wasim
Akram, Salim Malik and [jaz
Ahmed responsible for match-
fixing.

It recommended they be
banned from Tests until further
investigations were concluded.

Taylor said Friday he felt
they were isolated incidents but
ones the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should ultimately
deal with,

The report also said betting
on matches was widespread and
called for an intensive new in-

uiry. which may be run by a

ifferent judge.

Australia tour Pakistan
later this month, four years
since spinners Tim May and
Shane Warne first alleged Ma-
lik tried to bribe them to bowl
poorly ,in the first Tesl at
Karachti.

Taylor might find himself
lining up against the trio in the
first Test at Rawalpindi on Oc-
tober 1.

"l don’t really know, it's not
up to me to pass judgment on

the cricketers or anyone in-
volved," he said.

"We have to make sure were
not too quick to judge people too
early. Don't forget Pakistan
have had some of the greatest
cricketers in modern times.

i I|1.1.-s:t hope that if something
is going to be done it gets done
very quickly so that when we
get over there we can get on with
playing the game.’

An earlier Pakistan inquiry
in 1995 cleared Malik, saying

. MARK TAYLOR

the Australians had concocted
the allegation for reasons best
known only to them.

"l didn't even know there
was another hearing going on. |
was surprised to see il back in
the headlines, and disap-
pointed,” Taylor said.

"It means it's drumming up
old business, old business that
we'd very much like to see not
talked about and not go on in
the game of cricket."

Meanwhile, Taylor said
Australia would be wrong to fol-
low England's failed policy of
playing more one-day cricket to

to improve their interna-
tional record.

"There's a belief that if
play more one-day cricket
you'll become better at interna-
tional level. 1 don't agree with

that theory.” the Test captain
said.
"The poms would be the side

the us= as an example. They
play more one-day cricket than
any other country but they
haven't been the best one-day
side in the world for about 15
years.

"Good cricket, teaches you
how to play cricket, then you
adapt to play one-day cricket,”
added Taylor, who has been out
of the Australian one-day side
for a year now.

Taylor was reacting to sug-
gestions the Sheffield Shield
competition be cut back in or-
der to play more one-day
cricket.

The Australian Cricket
Board recently conducted a sur-
vey of people closely associated
with the game and that was one
of the oplions.

It is one that former Test
skipper Greg Chappell is cam-
paigning for,

= Sport

Ambrose sans
aggression

KUALA LUMPUR. Sept 12
(AP): Steve Waugh's greatest
moment in cricket came in the
Caribbean when he defied
Curtly Ambrose to score a dou-
ble century that gave his team
the 1994-95 series viclory.

Waugh stood firm under a
barrage of bounders and snarls,
meeting the gaze of the giant
paceman as Australia beat the
West Indies away for the first
time in more than two decades.

They met again Saturday,
perhaps for the last time, as
Australia beat Antigua by seven
wickets in the Commonwealth
Games limited overs competi-
tion.

Ambrose managed to rattle
the Australian batsmen early
on, but again Waugh had the
better of the great WEEI Indian
speedster.

He also noticed a change in
Ambrose's nature.

"l don't think he was at full
tilt today but he was still a
handful,” Waugh said. "He was
iriendlier than normal. He ac-
tually mentioned my name to-
day. He said, 'Steve, I'm going
around the wicket." He might be
mellowing in his old age like we

Mixed bag on the

Clemente exit

MADRID. Sept 12
[Reuters/ Inter-
net); Spanish soc-
cer has reacled
with a mixture of
reliefl and delight
to Javier Clemente's resig-
nation as national coach.

saying: "It's a logical decision.
The time comes for everyone,
but maybe he should have gone
after the World Cup.”

Valencia coach Claudio
Ranieri also recognised that
Clemente’s position had become
untenable “"with the whole
country calling for his head’.

He added: "A coach is never
totally to blame but he is the
boss. the one person mosl re-
sponsible, and he made the
right decision.”

But Clemente retained the
support of his players, with
Real Madrid defender Fernando
Hierro leading the criticism of
the Spanish press lor their hos-
tile campaign against his lor-
mer boss.

Hierro said Clemente's de-
parture was a huge blow for
Spanish football. "Clemente
was a great trainer with very
clear ideas.”

Athletic Bilbao midfielder
Joseba Etxeberria said: "It's a
pain that Javi has had to leave

Moinuddin?s hattrick
Railway
on track

Sports Reporter
Moinuddin Jhunu scored a
hat trick as Bangladesh Rail-

way handed promotees Canto-
nian Sporting Club a 0-5 defeat

in one of the two Green Delta

First Division hockey league
matches pla at the Moulana
Bhasani Stadium yesterday.

In a 'no contest’ aftfair,
Jhunu struck thrice in a row
while Asghar and Goutam Ku-
mar added one each. The win-
ners led the first half 3-0.

It was Railway's second win
in three matches against a draw
which raised their tally to
seven points, two points adrift
of co-leaders Bangladesh Sport-
ing Club and Wari Club,

On the other hand, for Can-
tonian, it was their third defeat
in as many matches.

Earlier, the day's first match
between Sonali Bank and
Bachelors' Club ended in a 2-2
draw.

Khawaja Waliz scored both
the goals for Bachelors while
Shamim and Kuddus struck one
apiece for the bankers.

With the draw., Sonali Bank
raised their tally to seven

oints while Bachelors, who
ost their previous two matches,
earned their first point after
three matches.
¢ No matches will be played
today.

TOMORROW’S
MATCHES

(Moulana Bhasani Stadium)

Wari Club v Dhaka Ansars
(2:30 pm)

Bangladesh SC v Victoria SC
(4:15 pm)

Fans snapping
up WC tickets

LONDON, Sept 12 (Reuters/
Internet): Over 60 per cent of
tickets for the 1999 cricket
World Cup have been sold or al-
located overseas and 18 of the
42 matches have already accu-
mulated waiting lists.

About 200, of the original
500,000 tickets are still
available but at least six have
only limited seats left.

Tickets allocated overseas

which are not sold will be re-
leased to ease the waiting lists
for the more popular maiches,
English and Welsh Cricket
Board event manager Michael

Hmw'un sald on Friday
always thought it would
be a pupular event. This initial
enthusiasm is very encouraging
but | always anticipated it
would be a sell-out across the
board.”

The tournament starts at
Lord’'s in London on May 14
when England take on Sri
Lanka. The final is on June 20,
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Jones' remarkable run

JOHANNESBURG,
Sept 12: Marion
Jones celebrated
her first track
appearance in
rica on Friday
with the third fastest 200
metires time ever on the first
day of the World Cup, reports
Reuters.

Jones moved ahead of Mer-
lene Ottey on the all-time list by
clocking 21.62 seconds in the
thin Johannesburg air, 1,700
metres above sea level.

ANOTHER SUPERFAST FINISH:

21.56 at the Seoul Olympics 10
years ago, has run faster and
Jones now has what were once
regarded as unaﬁpmachahle
marks well within her sights.

The American 100 metres
world champion was breathing
heavily after the race and con-
fessed: "I felt like hell."

She was candid about her
poor start and slight wobble on
the curve and ed: I know I
can run faster than 21.62."

Now she aims for further
personal bests in the 100 metres

US ace Marion Jones

crossing the finish line during the 200 metres final at the
IAAF World Cup at Johannesburg on September 11. Jone

clocked the third fastest time ever.

Competing for the United
States in the four-yearly conti-
nental team competition. Jones
was last out of the blocks and
unconvincing on the curve, she
was also running into a slight
headwind.

But the sheer power and tal-
ent of the graceful American
ropelled her over the line com-
Frtabl}' ahead of a field includ-
ing Ukrainian world champion
Shanna Pintusevich and Rus-
sia’'s European gold medalist

Irina Privalova.

Only Florence Griffith

Joyner, who clocked 21.34 and

— AP/UNB photo

and long jump on the final two
days of competition to complete
a startling season during which
she has been unbeaten in any
event.

The altitude assisted Barba-
dian Obadele Thompson to the
second fasted time of the year in
the men's 100 metres, a per-
sonal best of 9.87 seconds.

Thompson. who has been in-
jured for the past two seasons,
enjoys the somewhat dubious
distinction of running the
fastest time ever recorded. -

His 1996 mark of 9.69 sec-
onds was recorded at altitude in

El Paso with a wind reading of
more than five metres a second.

Friday's mark is more cred-
itable and Thompson is now
looking forward to racing world
leader and world 200 metres
champion Ato Boldon of
Trinidad next week in the Kuala
Lumpur Commonwealth
Games. '

"I'm going to the Common-
wealth Games to face Ato
Boldon,” he said. "But Boldon
has done so much, he deserves
to be the favourite.”

After the first day of compe-
tition before a disappointingly
small crowd at the Johannes-
burg stadium, Africa led the
men's competition with 39
points ahead of the Americans
with 36 and the United States
on 31.

Europe headed the women's
standings with 43 points with

Russia second on 38 and the
United States again third on 36.

Hurdlers Nezha Bidousane
and Samuel Matete gave Africa
the perfect start in both the
mens' and womens' competi-
tions with wins in the opening

two track events of the cup.

World champion Bidouane
emulated her performance in
Athens last year where she
came from fourth to first to edge
American world record holder
Kim Batten and Jamaican
Olympic gold medalist Deon
Hemmings.

Bidoune, the first Moroccan
to win a world title, emerged
this time from third at the final
barrier to overtake the same
duo and win in 52.96 seconds.

Matete, the 1991 world
champion, also earned a max-
imum eight points for Africa by
winning the men's one-lap

- hurdles in 48.08.

"I was running for Nelson
Mandela because I'm from
Africa,” the Zambian said. "It
was like home and | wanted to
inspire the young kids."

Twice world shotput cham-
pion John Goldina of the
United States, world leader in
both the shot and discus this
year, defeated European cham-
pion Alexander Bagach of
Ukraine by three centimetres.

Godina was awarded the
world title in Athens last year
after the Ukrainian tested posi-
tive for a stimulant and was
stri of the gold medal.

e most commanding vic-
tory on a cool evening went to
Kenya's world champion Daniel
Komen, no stranger to altitude
in the 5,000 metres.

Komen shot away from Ger-
many's 1992 Olympic champion
Dieter Baumann 4-1/2 laps
from the finish, raising his
hand in salute 10 metres from
the line to an ecstatic group of
school children.
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