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FORECAST for flood situation throughout Bangladesh

R.H.W.L Recorded Highest Water Level ; D L. Danger Level
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Source: Flood Furrcasting?[tflﬁ_‘g-’mmg Centre. Water Development Board Data upr] .“--{1? :_S-cpr_u-m!,r{-r 12. 1998

Water Level in [m] 12-09 [ 13-09 | 14-09 15-09
River Station RH.W.L D.L. 0600 0600 0600 | 0600
Brahmaputra Chilmari 25.06 24.00 23.71 23.38. | 23.06 22 69
Brahmaputra Bahadurabad 20.62 19.50 19.59 19.27 18.99 18.69
Brahmaputra Serajganj 15.12 13.75 14.29 14.03 13.80 13.58
Brahmaputra Aricha 10.58 9.14 10.48 10.27 10.07 9.88
Ganges Rajshahi 20.00 18.50 19.46 19.26 19.08 18.89
Ganges Hardinge Br 15.04 14.25 15.07 1490 .| 14.75 14.61
Ganges Goalondo 9.83 8.50 9.85 9.63 9.43 9.25
Ganges Bhagyakul 7.58 6.00 7.33 7.18 7.02 6.87
Surma Kanaighat 15.26 13.20 12.20 11.96 11.79 11.64
Surma Sylhet 11.95 11.25 10.00 984 9.71 9.60
Surma Sunamganj 9.46 8.25 8.02 7.97 7.91 7.85
Kushiyara Sheola 14.33 13.50 12.35 12-14 11.98 11.86 |
Kushiyara Sherpur 9.38 5 - 8.46 8.40 835 |
Kangsha Jariajanjail 11.50 9.75 » 9.15 9.11 9.05 |
Manu Moulvi Bazar 13.25 11.75 9.72 9.67 9.60 952 |
Meghna Bhairab Bazar 7.66 6.25 7.25 723 ) 721 7.18 |
Old Brahmaputra Jamalpur 1800 | 1700 | 17.13 | 1695-3 16.76 16.55 1
Old Brahmaputra Mymensingh 14.02 12.58 13.00 12.91 12.77 12.55
Old Dhaleswari Jagir 9.17 8.23 9.60 9.51 9.43 9.33 |
Bangshi Nayerhat 8.00 _7.00 - 837 840 | 838 |
Kaliganga Taraghat 10.39 8.38 10.05 9.97 9.86 973 |
Buriganga Dhaka 7.58 6.00 T21 7.15 7.07 6.98 |
Turag Mirpur 8.35 5.94 7.96 7.91 7.85 7.78 ’
Turag Tongi 7.84 6.08 7.54 7.50 7.45 7.39
Atrai Bhusirbandar 41.10 39.62 36.92 36.68 36.54 36.46 |
Atrai Mohadevpur 19.89 | 1859 | 1761 14.75 | 14.35 14.18 |
Karatoya Chakrahimpur 2141 | 2015 | 2075 | 19.78 | 19.38 19.19 |
Karatoya Bogra -1 - 15.18 15021 14.80 1450 |
Jamuna Naogaon 15.63 15.24 15.39 1531 | 1522 15.08 |
Mohanada Chapali 2225 | 2100 | 2287 | 2277 | 2268 22.58 |
Nawabganj | o | - |
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treet at_Faridabad in the city yesterday.
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A number of popular artistes distributed relief goods in different flood-affected areas of the

city yesterday. Impress Telefilm Ltd organised the relief distribution programme.

- PM opens power plant in Khulna

From Page 1

She assured the nation that
the power shortage will be re-
duced by December when an
additional 500 megawatt will be
generated in both public and
private sector.

A joint venture with Wart-
sila NSD of Finland, the
Khulna Power Company Ltd
setup the plant at a cost of over
Tk 500 crore. The PDB will pur-
chase the electricity at Tk 2.24
per unit and distribute it amon
the consumers. :

The prime minister said
considering the paramount im-
portance of electricity in eco-

nomic development, the gov- |

ernment has undertaken con-
certed efforts to generate power
in the country.

After assuming power,
Hasina said, her government
adopted power generation pol-
icy in the private sector in Oc-
tober 1996. Being attracted by
the incentives, many renowned
foreign companies came for-
ward to set up power plants in

adesh.

nder the programme, the
decision to set u? four barge-
mounted power plants through
international tender had been
taken in November 1996 to keep
pace with the growing electric-
ity demand. These include one
110-megawatt plant at Khulna,
two '236 megawatt plants at
Haripur and one 130-megawatt

plant at Baghabari.

The 110 megawatt barge-
mounted plant began ation
today while the remaining
three are ed to start gen-
eration by the middle of next
year.

The prime minister said
rocess of generating another
2295 mégawatt power in the

private sector I8 also underway.

These are 360-megawatt
Haripur plant, 450-megawatt
Meghna Ghat first phase and

115-megawatt Baghabari plant.

Hasina said that another
barge-mounted power plant
with a capacity of 100-
megawatt will be set up at Noa-
para, Jessore. :

About one billion US dollar
is going to be invested in the
private power sector, she said
disclosing that US company
AES signed a deal on Wednesday

to set up the Haripur Power
Plant.

Apart from the private sec-
tor, the government has also
taken initiatives to set up power
plants. The 210-megawatt 6th
unit at Ghorashal is nearin
completion. Besides, process o
construction of 109-megawatt
power plant at Haripur, 60-
megawatt at Shahzibazar and
210-megawatt at Shidhirganj is
also going on, she informed.

Hasina said the government
has undertaken steps to develop
the transmission system along
with increasing power genera-
tion. For the first time a 145-
km long Comilla-Baroaulia
132-KV transmission line is be-
ing constructed using indige-
nous te¢hnology and resources.
Work on the line from Baroau-
lia to Feni portion will be com-
pleted soon and the remaining
ﬁ:tinn December this year,

The prime minister said for
increasing efficiency in power
management, work on separa-
tion of production. and trans-
mission and distribution sys-
tem is underway. Power Grid
Company of Bangladesh has
-been constituted for separating
the transmissior system. Simi-

larly, Dhaka Electric Supply

age electricity r

Cnmpandy bhas been formed for
power distribution in Mirpur
area in the eapital.

Hasina said rehabilitation
and management of some¢ old
power plants is also being given
to private sector. International
tenders hdve been opened for
rehabilitation and operation of
four plants. These are 110-
megawatt power plant in
Khulna, 20-megawatt in Sylhet,
20-megawatt in Saidpur and 60-
megawatt in Sikalbaha.

% She said at present the aver-
uirement in
the coun is 2300 megawatt
per day,_':%zlnst which 2000
megawatt™s being produced.
Through planned load-man-
agement the current situation
has improved substantially, the
prime minister added.

Hasina Said system loss has
jeopardised the power man-

agement system for the last sev-

eral years. )
"Without f]:>1'e".n:ntir1g techni-
cal loss, pilferage, illegal con-
nection and misuse, we would
not be able to ensure gm{xr ser-
vice to- consumers by limited
production.” she said.

Hasina reminded the offi-
cials to be careful in increasing

- revenueé _income apart from

stopping systems loss,
Et:femsgg to the success of

Rural Eleetrification Board in
realising révenue from the poor
rural consumers, Hasina %naed
a question why PDB and DESA
would not be able to realise the
price of électricity from rich
and big consumers of urban ar-
eas? - ~.

The prime minister said a
500-megdwatt power plant
could be 8&t up with the dues
amoun to 1700 crore ly-
ing with the consumers.

Different organisations -
terday distributed reliefl mate-
rials among the flood affected
people of the city and its adjoin-

ing areas, agencies.
ngnhnka Ett

Corporation

(DCC) Mayor Mohammad Hanif
inaugurated a ruti making pro-

Eramme yesterday, organised
y DCC in aid of flood-victims.

Under the programme, DCC
will distribute 10,000 hand-
day to the af-
fected people through its re-
gional offices and ward com-
missioners, said a DCC press re-
lease,

Dhaka City Awami Jubo
League (north) distributed rice,
ruti, molasses and pure drink-
ing water among the flood vic-
tims Mohakhall Model High
School and T and T High School
in the city. '

Bangladesh Mahila Awami
League distributed dry food and
other relief materials among
the flood-hit people at East Ha-
jipara in the city.

Lalbagh thana unit of
Bangladesh Awami Shech-
hashebak League in collabora-
tion with Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) on Friday
launched a two-day relief dis-
tribution programme at the
Kamrangirchar and Hazaribag
embankment. They have also
set up medical centres there to
provide treatment.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDRJ dis-
tributed 4,000 ruties and halua
among the flood victims at
.Keraniganj and at the Dhaka
Jute Mill areas, a BDR press re-
lease said.

Bangabandhu Parishad dis-
tributed ruti, molasses and oral
saline among the flood affected
people at Mirpur and Pallabi
areas.

Jatiya Sramik League dis-
tributed foods including rice,
chira and molasses among the

Local businessmen of Postagola in the city

flood victims at Tongi, Pubail,
Gachha, Haydarabad and
Gazipur areas.

Four relief teams of Sam-
milito Sangskritik Jote dis-
tributed food, pure
water, medicines, oral saline,

and clothes among the flood-hit

people at Nilphamari, Kerani-
gn. Lauhajang and Maddhya

Female students of Ja-
hangirnagar University School
and College supplied breakfast
to the flood victims who have
taken shelter on the JU campus.

The JU Central Relief Dis-
tribution Committee is provid-
ing food and medicare to the
victims, sheltered at the JU
Teachers-Student Centre, Arts
Building and JU School and
College, a press release said.

Bangladesher Communist
Party (CPB) launched a saline
making project in Narayangan
yesterday with a target o
pn:)iarin 100,000 oral saline
packets lor distribution among
the flood victims, said a press
release.

Among others, Dhaka Sarak
Paribahan Samity, Gano Fo-
rum Youth Action Programme,
Dhaka City Unit of Bangladesh
Unani Medical Association,
National Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahais of Bangladesh and
Dewanbag Darbar Sharif dis-
tributed relief goods and
medicines.

Our DU Corespondent adds:
Dhaka University Central Re-
lief Committee handed over re-
lief materials to the Army yes-
terday for the flood victims.

The relief committee gave
8000 piece of rutl, 2500 ets
of bread and other relief mate-
rials to the Army for distribu-
tion in remote areas of the
country.

distrb ute

relief goods among the flood-affected people of the area
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Elit.e Paint Gp of duatriea cﬁstrihuteq—rélief materials
at different flood-hit areas of Gazipur district on Friday.

e

A UN delegation comprising UNDP country representative

David Lockwood, Chief of the UN Military and Civil
Defence Unit Michael Elmquist, FAO representative in
Bangladesh Hiroyuki Konuma and Executive Director of
Surjamukhi Sangstha Asha Lata Baidya visited the flood-
hit areas of Gopalganj on Thursday.

Mannan calls on
US congressman

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan who is now in
America called on Congress-
man Bill Pasecrell at Capital
Hill in Washir%nn on Wednes-
day, reports UNB.

During 20-minute discus-
sion, they exchanged views on
bilateral issues, current flood

and socio-political situation in
Bangladesh.

Describing the floods in
Bangladesh as severe, Bhuiyan
informed Pasecrell that two-
thirds of the country was under
water.

He said standing crops and
roperty worth billions of dol-
ars have been destr the

flood. Bhuiyan auu%Fl liberal
assistance from the US, said a
partEy press release yesterday.
xpressing deep concern
over the flood situation, the
Congressman said the US gov-
ernment is aware of the flood
situation in Bangladesh. ‘

[T institute to
be set up soon

By Staff Correspondent

National Institute of Infor-

mation and Technology would
be set up in the capital soon.
said Prof Dr M Sobhan, Execu-
tive Director of Bangladesh
Computer Council yesterday.
e aim is to expedite pro-
ducing 10,000 Cﬂmputil;l r;:u
ammers every year,
e rt unftwarer};bmad.
Bangladesh would require
8000 programmers within the
next two years; he sajd,

Prof Sobhan was speaking
as the chief guest at the Orien-
tation Programme of the Com-
puter and Information Tech-
nology and Intensive English
Lan
the gﬁ%gladeah Institute of
Human Resources Man t,
a project of the Shaikh
Bur%anuddln Post Graduate

College.

e Course organised by
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MOVING HOUSE: Household furniture being carried on a
boat at Khilgaon Chowdhury Para in the city yesterday.

The prevailing flood situation is forcing m#&ny to evacuate )

their homes with whatever they can salvage. — Star photo

" Form ’national
govt’ to face
calamity: Ershad

Jativa Party Chairman H M
Ershad yesterday urged the in-
ternational community to help
the flood-hit people of the coun-
try, reports UNB.

He was addressing g public
meeting at Bangabandhu Road
in Narayanganj that was fol-
lowed by relief distribution in
different flood-affected areas of
the district.

The JP chairman said it
seems the friendly countries
have no confidence in the pre-
sent government. So, they are
not responding well to the gov-
ernment's appeal for help.

Accusing the government of
total failure in tackling the
flood sttuation, Ershad said
had the government taken: ef-
fective and prudent st:ras from
the beginning, it would have
been possible to reduce the
severity of the flood.

The situation has taken a
serious turn because of the inef-
ficiency and imprudence of the
present governinent, he alleged.

Offering the JP's cooperation
with their experience. Ershad
called for the formation of a

| 'national government' to effec-

tively face the calamity.

Such a national govern-
ment, he said, will not only
help in proper distribution of
relief materials, but could also
play an effective role in the
post-flood rehabilitation and
infrastructure development
p ammes.

rayer held at
Dhakeswari
Mandir

Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad and Mahanagar Sar-
bajanin Puja Committee
jointly held a mass ,;_Pmﬁﬂ in
the Dhakeswari Mandir Melan-

an auditorium in the city on

riday seeking divine blessings
of God in light of the devastat-
ing floods and to redress the
distress of the flood-affected
people, reports BSS.

| by principal of Ramkr-
ishna Mission Swami
Akhsarananda Maharaj, the
mass prayer was attended by
hundreds of devotees.

Justice Debesh Chandra
Bhattacharya presided the as-
sembly which was attended,
among others, by Chittra Bhat-
tacharya, MP, Dr Lalit Mohan
Nath, Dr Paresh Chandra Mon-
dol. Dr Nim Bhowmik, PK
Howlader, Bidhu Bushan
Shaha, Swapan Kumar Shaha,
advocate Subrata Chowdhury,
Mukul Bose., Kajal Devnath,
Dipen Chatterjee and Basudev
Dhar.

Earlier, Mahanagar Sarba-
janen Puja committee at an ex-
tended meeting decided to cele-
brate the coming Saradiya

Durga Utsav in a slmtglc way in .
e sulle

s e e fooa LIf people. Thx
of the -hit people. The
lr:llg:cy to be saved by curtaili
the cost of the Puja Utsav wi
be spent on distributing relief
materials among the flood-af-

ficted people.

Charity
London in aid of
flood victims

A 'Charity Day' will be ob-
served in all Bangladeshi
restaurants in London on
September 28 to raise funds for
the flood affected people of
Bangladesh, according to a
message received here, reports

BCA Members and Caterers
of Britain has organised the
charity lunch and dinner in
these restaurants to collect
money for BCA's Reliefl Fund.
The entire collection of the day
will be donated to the fund.

There are about 10,000
Bangladeshi restaurants in
Britain.

e

-.\the: official added.

L]
A miracle!
RAJSHAHI, Sept 12: It was
indeed a miracle., Nobody
knows how a two-year-old child
was still alive on a floating
wooden “chouki” of the flooded
river Padma. reports BSS.

An official source told the
news agency that the boy along
with a goat was found on the
floating “chouki”. The boy was
rescued by local
Yusufpur under Charghat thana
here on Thursday.

The identity of the boy and
details about how long he was
afloat on the "chouki” were not
immediately known.

A local resident of Charghat
has taken the boy into his care,

\r

eople of Char -

dinner in

Session of films by
Kurosawa 1n aid
of flood victims

Zahir Raihan Film Society
will screen 8 films by the world
famous Japanese [ilmmaker

{ Akira Kurosawa who died re-

cently. in aid of flood-victims,
says a press release.

The films will be screened at
the German Cultural Centre

from Tuesday to Thursday. -

Passes for the shows are avail-
able from the German Cultural
Centre, Rd No 9, Dhanmondi
and Pathak Shamabesh at Aziz
Market, Shahbag.

The films that will be
screened are Ikiru, Rashomon,
Throne Of Blood (Tuesday), The
Seven Samurai, Kagemusha
(Wednesday) and Yojimbo, Ran,
Dreams (Thursday).

Streets of London
paved with gold,
platinum deposits!

LONDON, Sept 12: The
streets of London and other
British citles are paved with
gold and other precious metals
a geologist has discovered, the

1}'4_\:;5 reported here today, says

. The metals are being emitted

- by exhaust fumes from cars fit-

ted with catalytic converters
and in the case of platinum the
levels are rising so fast that it
will soon become f{easible to

an the roads for deposits, Dr
Elazel Prichard believes.

The geologist from Cardiff
University started collecting
road dust in the Welsh city to
see whether any of the plat-
inum, gold and other precious
metals used in modern exhausts
ended uP on the streets.

She found that the levels of
platinum which is more valu-
able than gold "are quite high ...
We are approaching economic
levels."

Catalytic converters are used
to remove poisonous gases from
car exhausts and the law now
says that all new cars in Britain
must be fitted with ane.

They use small amounts of
precious metals to "scrub” the
gases coming through the en-

gine.
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Different organisations

distribute relief

"In Khulna

Tk 14.48 lakh
donated to PM's
Relief Fund

Government officials and
employees, different or sa-
tions and individuals of Khulna
donated Tk 14.48 lakh to the
Prime Minister's Rellef Fund at
Khulna Circuit House yester-
day, s UNB.

Of the amount, officials and
employees of the offices of
Khulna Divisional Commis-
sioner, Deputy Commissioner
and Thana Nirbahi Officers do-
nated Tk 4.12 lakh and Khulna
Chamber of Commerce Tk 2
lakh.

Khulna Bar Association,
Sonalt Bidi, Khulna Contrac-
tors’ Welfare Association,
Khulna District Rice Traders
Association and an individual,
Shahnewaz, donated Tk
100,000 each.

Other donators were Khulna
Press Club Tk 25.000. Khulna
Bangabandhu College Tk
25.200, Students of ﬁ.hulna
Government Pioneer College Tk
50,000, Public College Tk
10,000, Greater Mymensingh
Samity, Khulna Tk 15,000 Sun-
darban Women College, Bager-
hat Tk 10,000 Khulna Inland
Water Transport Owners' Group
Tk 25.000, Rupsha Bus-Minibus
Owners' Association Tk 25.000
and Khulna District and Cit
Puja Udjapan Parishad
51,000.

Driver killed in
road accident

A mishuk driver was killed
when a truck crushed his vehi-
cle at Airport Road in the city's
Farmgate area yesterday, re-
ports APB.

Hospital sources said the
unidentified driver, aged about
30, died on the spot after the
speeding truck rammed his
three wheeler in front of Farm-

gate police outpost at around 5
am, :

The truck driver along with
his vehicle fled the scene. The
body was sent to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

Wild elephants
on rampage
in CHT

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 12:
Some wild elephants unleashed
rampage in the villages of
northern part of Chittagon
partjcu]arﬁr at Raozan an
Fatikchhari thana areas for the
past one week, police and local
sources said,

. . Consequently, the panic
stricken villagers are report-
edly passing sleepless nights

: _Lftaring attacks of wild ele-

phants-which some down in the
nightgfrom nearby hilly forest
areas, sources said. Those wild
elephants already killed a baby
and injured five others at
Fatikchhari in addition to
damaging crops few days ago,
local sources informed.

Publication
ceremony

of book held

Justice M Abdur Rauf a judge
of the appellate division of
Bangladesh Supreme Court,
yesterday urged the country's
physicians to create conscious-
ness among the people about
different diseases, reports BSS.

Speaking as the chief guest
al the publication ceremony of
a book titled "Buker Jata Asuk
Bisuk' (diseases of chest), au-
thored by noted chest specialist
Dr Igbal Hasan Mahmud at a
hotel in the city, Justice Rauf
said the physicians need to sug-
gest the patients about remedial
and preventive measures from
scientific angle and social per-
spective,

Justice Raufl urged all to dis-
charge their duties properly to
remove indiscipline from all
spheres of society.

The function was addressed,
amnngmhers. by author of the
book Dr Igbal Hasan Mahmud,
poet AL Mujahidi, poet Saiful
Bari, poet Kaisul Huq, poet Pre-
vez Mahfuz and Abir Hossain.

Dr Mahmud said the money,
which will be collected from the
sale of his books, will be spent
for the flood-affected people.

Ce_as_eﬁre_in Dljg
African ministers
fail to agree

on terms

ADDIS ABABA, Sept 12:
African defence ministers
failed today to agree on the
terms of a ceasefire in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, a Rwandan delegate
said.

"We could not agree on the
principles of a ceasefire,” the
delegate told Reuters after a
meeting of regional military
officials at the Organisation of
MﬂcanEIill?ﬂyi[ﬂA ) headquar-
ters in Ethiopia.

Uganda and Rwanda, both
accused of supporting the
rebels, walked out early on Sat-
urday morning after the talks
reached an Iimpasse over
whether rebels ﬂg ting to top-

le Congo President Laurent
bila should at:jnéi the meet-
ing, the delegate ;
ngThv:: Cn?:gganlcuc delegation
and representatives from Zim-
babwe, Angola ail::lci] Hamii?ii;a —
which are providing military
support to Hgbila — had refused
to allow the rebels to join the
negotiations, he said.

- We decided it would be a fu-

tile exercise. You cannot nego-

tiate a ceasefire until you have
identified all the bel*iqgeunu_
and have invited them to talks.

the delegate said. S



