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Chattala Cup
Ruhul Amin, Don
-, .
Regensea’s joy
Sports Reporter
Regensea Club came from
behind last night to pull off a
thrilling 2-1 win over Chi-
itagong Mohammedan Sporting
Club in their Chattala Cup foot-
ball clash at the MA Aziz Sta-
dium in Chittagong, accordin veg
to a telephone message recei

here last night.

In a see-saw match, Mo-
hammedan took the lead in the
very ninth minute of the match
when ace striker Alfaz Ahmed
put the black and whites ahead
with a brilliant goal.

However, it was Regensea
who had the last laugh with
Ruhul Amin scoring the

equaliser in the 16th minute
and Don scoring the winner in
the 73rd minute.

Div II football

Bima beat
Jatrabari

Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangha beat Jatrabari Krira
Chakra 1-0 in the inaugural
match of the Metropolis Second
Division football league at the
Mirpur Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium yesterday, reports
UNB.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad d inaugurated the
meet as chief guest.

Sixteen teams are taking
part in the single league basis
meet.

In the day's match, substi-
tute player Zakaria Palash
scored the match-winner in the
79th minute.

TEAMS

SADHARAN BIMA: Masud,
Jony. Biplob, Litu, Sohel, Zuku,
Belul, Mamunur Rashid
(Muzammel), Babu (Palash],
Baisa and Mukul.

JATRABARI KC: Salahud-
din, Anisuzzaman, Manik,
Shahin, Zahir (Nepal), Igbal,
Shahabuddin, Tawﬁq [Nasir}
Mamun, Anisul and Kamal. ,

Today's matches: PWD SC vs
T&T Club (2:30 pm), Gandaria
Fa.mnus SC (4:30 pm) at the

ur Sher-e- Bangla National

lEium and Muslim Institute

vs Adamjee SCC (3 pm) at the
Army Stadium.

KL GAMES

DIARY

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11
(AP): Two badminton fans s
the night in jail for using
- rowed vnlunte%r worker pasm
to watch ommonwealth
Games events.
The two were released

Thursday morning, and the two
volunteer

them the passes were dismissed,
%{ﬁdﬂew traits Times reported
ay.

Volunteers at the Games
"had been briefed that they
would pay for their folly if thcy
loaned their passes tn their
friends,"” the newspaper quoted
Jnhnn}r Quek, sports manager
at the badminton stadium. as
sa :

It added. however, that the
stadium was in no danger of
ru short of workers. More
than 750 people have volun-
teered to help at badminton.

BAGS OF SUPPORT

Five bagpipe players are part
of the ch sict{un for Sgntv
land's team at the Common-
wealth Games.

The Bank of Scotland has
provided the funds to bring
them to Kuala Lumpur for the
10-day Games opening Friday.

BOWLING FOR GOLD

Malta has just one tenpin
bowling center, but two sisters
hope their skills in the sport

bring the Mediterranean
nation its first gold medal ever
in the Commonwealth Games.

Tenpin bowling is rhaking
its debut in the Games, which
until now had only the lawn
variety. Bowlers Melisa Anas-
tasi, 29, and Suzanne Abela, 32,
are among 21 athletes in Mal-
ta's %mca delegation.

e come from a small coun-
try with a population of only
375,000. But imagine how
meaningful it would bu if we can
return home with a gold medal,"
Abela told the New Straits
Times.

She said the sisters consider
their chances about even in the
women's doubles, s Sun-
day, because "the competition is
guite well-balanced.”

Anastasi has a gold in dou-
bles from the Mediterranean
Challenge Cup and a silver for
all-events and team bowling.

Abela has a bronze in singles
from the 1997 European zone
championships.

Malta's total medals count
previous Commonwealth

for all
Games is one bronze in 1990,

BETTER THAN GOLD

Yvonne McGregor, England's
only cycling gold medalist in
the last Commonwealth Games
in 1994, is looking for some-
thing even more satisfying at
these games.

The 37-year-old rider fin-
ished second to Australian Lucy
Tyler-Sharman in the women's
3-kNometre pursuit race in the
recent World Track Champi-
‘onships in France and in both
last year's World Cup and World
Championships.

Now she wants to beat her
and win the gold.
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11:
Defying sceptics, the first
Commonwealth Games in Asia

ot off to a trouble free start to-
ay with the weather smiling
and political turmoil well away
from Malaysia's coming out
party, reports Reuters.

Concern about traffic jams
and complaints about ticket
sales also were cast aside as the
father of the Games, Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad.
basked in roars of approval
from the crowd gath:ru:r E:r the
evernt's opening ccr:mu:aru

The Games, lasting through
September 21, gave Malaysians
at least a brief respite from
their economic recession and
political worries.

More than 4,000 athletes
from 70 nations and territories,
from Anguilla to Zimbabwe,
from swimming to boxing to
tenpin bowling, were gathered
to compete in biggest Games
ever for 1,176 medals in 219
events.

"So hold your breath as
Kuala Lumpur hosts the biggest
ever sporting event after the
Olympics.,” the New Straits
'[I;lmes newspaper trumpeted to-

ay.

“The past years have been a
roller-coaster ride with the
doomsayers very sure the
Games would never get off the
ground." the Star newspaper
commented.

The marathon six hour
opening ceremony was blessed
l::g' clear skies, ending worries

at a tropical deluge could rain
on Malaysia's parade onto the
international stage.

Malaysia's King Tuanku
Jaafar Abdul Rahman was to
declare the Games o around
10.05 pm (1405 GMT) after
teams from the 70 participating
nations marched into the sta-
dium.

First team into the stadium
were Canada, hosts of the pre-

Sceptics proved wrong

vious Games in 1994 in Victo-
ria. Dressed in athletic team
uniforms emblazoned with
their national maple leaf sym-
bol. the Canadians strolled ca-
sually together to roars from
the crowd.

Commonwealth Games Fed-
eration president Prince Ed-
ward of Britain and the Sultan
of Brunei were among Com-
monwealth dignitaries at the
ceremony.

“The weather should even
improve more over the next few
days.” a weather bureau fore-
caster said.
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.dress reh

On Sunday, a tropical deluge
drenched an o ceremony
, and there had
been fears of a repetition this
evening.

The only cloud on the hori-
zon for Mahathir and the
Games was barely visible with
the country's sacked Finance
Minister Anwar Ibrahim ad-
dressing su %nrl:ru about five
kilometres r ree miles) away
from the site of the opening cer-
emony.

Anwar, who was also Ma-
hathir's deputy, was fired fol-
lowing accusations of sexual

misconduct, corruption, trea-
son and uth:r crimes. He has
denied the allegations. Ma-
hathir said on Thursday that
police would charge Anwar if
they obtained enough evidence.

Games officials had feared
an Anwar gathering could cause
more ftransport chaos in an

area choked by people travel-
ling to the opening ceremony.
n the letes Village., com-

petitors made the best of the
withdrawal of a host of stars,
mainly in track and field, who
are absent either through in-

jury or because they prefer to go
to more Jucrative events.

Critics said the absence of
the stars was a sign that the sun
was setting on the Games, just

as it has on the old British em-
pirc

“There is a big buzz starting.”
said Australian Rugby Union
h:gcnd David Ca.m . whose
aFo ames debut

with ot cr team events
such as cricket and hockey.

Abel Chimukoko. a Zim-
babwean 10,000-metre runner,
said he was not too disap-

pointed by the absence of some
stars.

"It would be more exciting if
those Euyn were here. But now

new champions will be made.”
Chimukoko said.

The first gold medals will be
decided on Saturday, when
there could be an start

with a ble assault on the
oldest record in men's swim-
ming.

orld Champions Michael
Klim of Australia will battle
ainst teenage teammate Ian
orpe and double Olympic
cham on Danyon Loader of
and in the 200 metres

fr:cst le.

Thc winning time in Kuala
Lumpur is expected to close to
the mark set nine years ago by
[talian Georgio Lambert.

“Whoever wins the race will

Malik, Ijaz to play

TORONTO, Sept
11: Salim Malik
anﬂ Iazl ﬂhmed
wi a
p]anneg fn';‘: Pak-
istan in the Sa-
hara Cup tourna
ment against India this week
and next week, Pakistan's

manager Azhar Zaidi told local
reporters here, reports AFP.

L e o — i ——

AZHARUDDIN

The two players, who have
just arrived for the annual
tournament of five one-da
matches against India whic
begins tomorrow, were not
gvaﬂable for comment Thurs-

ay.

yP.. report by the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) committee
found Malik, ljaz and Wasim
Akram responsible for match
} fixing and said the three should

Sahara Cup from today

not play Tests until further in-
vestigations were finished.

Even if the ban were imple-
mented as recommended, it

would not affect the Sahara Cup

tournament which does not
have Test match status.

"It is a one-sided story and
should not have come out. The
allegations are baseless,”
Wasim said, from England. "l do
not know what is hap g."

Wasim was not chosen for
the Sahara Cup because of his
commitments to the English
county team Lancashire. *

A judge heading the cricket
board's investigation said he
believed his committee was
moving in the right direction
and would finalise its report in
three months.

"We will give the accused
players all the opportunities to
clarify them,” Justice Ejaz
Yousuf said.

The Toronto star newspaper
reported Thursday that team
manager Zaidi said: "The news
(of the match-fixing alle
‘tions) has come as a comp ete
surprise to me and the rest of
the team here.

"Nobody has been in touch
with me and as far as [ am con-
cerned, the two players are
of the team and will play
against India.”

Zaidi said he had spoken to
the team about the reports and
was adamant teamn morale
would be high.

Pakistan has also been criti-
cised for fielding a stronger

team in Toronto for the Sahara

Cup than in Kuala Lumpur

where India and Pakistan are
among the teams competing in
the n%ummunwcalth Games
cricket tournament.

SQUADS

PAKISTAN (from): Aamir
Sohail (captain), Saeed Anwar,
Shahid Afridi, Inzamamul
Haq, ljaz Ahmed, Salim Malik,
Yousuf Yohanna, Moin Khan,
Azhar Mahmood, Abdul Raz-

AAMIR SOHAIL
zaq, Mushtaq Ahmed, S l

Mushtaq, Aaquib Javed,

hamma Zahid
INDIA (from): Mohammad

Azharuddin (captain), Saurav
Ganguly, Navjot Singh Sidhu,
Rahul Dravid, Hrishikesh Kan-
itkar, Nayan Mongia, Ajit
Agarkar, unil Joshi, Sairaj
Bahutule, Javagal Srinath,
Venkatesh Prasad, Sanjay
Raul, Jatin Paranjpe, Jyoti
dav.

DANCING QUEENS: Malaysian girls performing the coloured ribbons dance during the opening ceremony of the 16th
Commonwealth Games at Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

—AFP photo

pening ceremony without a blemish

have to do it in a time that is
awfully close to the record.”
Australian team manger lan
Hanson said today.

Four other swimming golds
will also be won on Saturday
with Australia looking at a
possible sweep in the men's 200
metres breaststroke. led by de-
fending champion Phil Jones.

rlaﬁand S

usan Rolph, with
the fastest time this year, will
attempt to hold off defending
champion and teammate Karen
Pickering and Australia’s Susie
O'Neill in the women's 100 me-
tres freestyle.

Canada’'s Joanne Malar and
Australia’'s Nadine Neumann
are the favourites in the 400
metres individual medley, and
Australia, Canada and England
will ht it out for the goid in

the 4x200 metres freestyle.
Lewis lances
Essex

LONDON, Sept 11: England
reject Chris Lewis pushed Le-
icestershire to the brink of the
English county championship
title today snapping up four
wickets to seal a win over strug-
gling Essex, reports AFP.

s ended with four for 72
as Leicestershire consolidated
their tion on the top of the
table with an innings and 99-
run home victory over the bot-
tom club.

Leicestershire will be
crowned champions for the sec-
ond time in three seasons if
they beat rivals Surrey at the
Oval next week.

Their victory charge was
held up today when Essex's Ash-
ley Cowan ((94) and Peter Such
(24 not out) put on 102 in 19
overs for the last wicket.

The win was Leicestershire's
then apologised for his out-
burst, after being left out of a
provisional squad before next
year's World Cup.

Dalmiya says,
no comment

LONDON, Sept 11:
tional Cricket Council presi-
dent Jagmohan Dalmiya said
Friday he could not comment
on match fixing allegations
against three Pakistan inter-
nationals until the claims were
"proven or otherwise,” reports

P

However, Dalmiya said

"match fixing is completely un-

acceptable:”
pla
y. ICC

"In the event that an
or official is found gu
expects the strongest p-usaihlr.
action to be taken against him
in order to protect the good
name of cricket,” he said in a
statement released Friday.

Former Pakistan captain
Wasim Akram, Salim Malik
and I{Iaz Ahmed have been im-
plicated in match-fixing alle-
gations and are being investi-
EE::E:I by the Pakistan Cricket

Interna-

Dalmiya said the PCB had
informed the ICC that it was in-
vestigating match fixing alle-
gations against "several promi-
nent 1pla yers."

he investigations com-
menced with a board committee
of en and later reinforced
by a government judicial com-
mission. The legal process is

expectedtuhemmplet:hymid

Dn.imi said the issue was
the n:spunuibilit of the PCB
and its chairman Khalid Mah-
mood had ensured that any ac-
cused player was entitled to a
proper enquiry and a fair trial.

l
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Igbal does it again for B Sporting

Hat frick of haf tricks

Igbal Singh sc-
ored yet another
hat trick to steer
title-chasers Ban-

l&d:uh Sﬁ% 1ng
win over lowly- rated Dhaka
Ansars in one of the two Green
Delta First Division hockey
league matches played at the
Moulana Bhasani Stadium
yesterday. In an one-sided
affair Bangladesh Sportin
shred the Ansars defence wit
incessant attacks.

Iqbal, who last week scored
two hat tricks In as many
matches, that against Canto-
nian Sporting Club and Bache-
lors’ Club, scored five goals in-
cluding four in a row to help his
side post their third successive
win and remain atop the eight-
team table with full nine
points.

Wari Club, who won the
day's other match 2-1 against
Victoria Sporting Club, share

" the cosy spot at the top

Sports Reporter

Proshanto Kumar put the old
Dhaka outfit ahead with a bril-
liant field goal in the very first
minute of the proceedings while
Igbal. the lanky Calcutta-based
forward, sealed the first session
with another field goal 28 min-
utes later.

Although the winners had to
struggle to increase the margin
in the first session, they looked
more positively a sive after
the lemon break, crowning
their efforts with three goals in
five minutes.

Defender Liton made it 3-0
converting a penalty corner in
the 37th minute while Davinder
Singh scored two goals in two
minutes to take the match away
from the Ansars.

After the scoreline reached
5-0. Igbal took charge and
scored four field goals in the
space of 13 minutes to mark his

third treble of the league.

WARI'S MODEST
TRIUMPH

Earlier, Wari Club posted
their third successive win de-
feating Victoria Sporting Club
by two goals to one.

The winners led the first
half 1-0.

Sabu Joarder opened the
Wari account with a field goal
in the 20th minute while Rubel
Ahmed doubled the margin
with yet another field goal in
the 36th minute. On the other
hand, Noor Mohammad pulled
one back for Victoria in the 41st
minute.

TODAY’S MATCHES

(Moulana Bhasani Stadium)
Sonali Bank v Bachelors’
Club (2:30 pm)

B Railway v Cantonian Club
(4:15 pm)

Action against
culprits may
be delayed

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11: A
new Pakistan government in-
quiry into match-fixing accusa-
tions may delay action against
Test stars Wasim Akram, Salim
Malik and ljaz Ahmed, reports
AFP.

The interim report of a Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) in-
quir{) firmly implicated the

ut may be superseded by a
separate government commis-
sion appointed last month to
investigate bribery.

Justice Malik Mohammad
Qayoom of the Lahore High
Court was appointed last month
to conduct a new inquiry even
as the board's panel was com-
pleting one report.

Qayoom is ted to sub-
mit his findings by October 10,
midway through Australia's

tour of Pakistan which com-
mences later this month.

So where does that leave the
board's interim report, which
was leaked to the media on
Wednesday.

"No one is sure what will
happen next," a senior Pak-
istani sports official at the
Commonwealth Games said
here today.

The official, who requested
anonymity, said internal
wranglings within the PCB
have confused the whole issue.

PCB chief executive Majid
Khan wanted the interim re-
port, which suggested the three
players be banned from inter-
national cricket till the probe
was over, be implemented im-
mediately.

PCB president Khalid
Mehmood, a government nom-
inee. however, preferred not to
jump the gun. He wanted the
cricketers to continue playing
for Pakistan till the final re-
port was released.

It was under Mehmood's di-
rective that the selectors in-
cluded both Malik and ljaz for
the Sahara Cup one-day series
against India starting in
Toronto on Saturday.

Akram was not considered
after English county Lancashire
refused to release him ahead of
the final stages of the session.

Australia aware
of Ambrose

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sept 11: West
Indian fast bowler
Curl:l Ambrose

the rain

?ktcp away to
allﬂw him anot-
her go at Australian batsmen in
the Commonwealth Games here
Saturday, reports AFP.

The ank Antiguan, one of
the top names in the first
cricket tournament at the
Games, has not yet had the o
Egrtunit}r to dlﬂplﬂ.}? his sktrs

fore Malaysian fans.

Antl%ua s opening match
against India was washed out at

- — - — —— S——

AMBROSE .

the start of the atternoon ses-
sion, prevcnting Ambrose from
bowling to Indian superstar
Sachin Tendulkar.

He hopes it will not happen
again against Australia, even
though heavy rain denied his
team much-needed net practice
tc}day

"I don't want to go through
this wonderful experience of
taking part in the Games with-
out bowling a ball," Ambrose
said.

“It's always fun bowling at
the Australians. They are
among the best players in the
world.”

Steve Waugh's Australians,
who trounced Canada in two

hours on Wednesday, know
their reputation as gold medal
favourites may be at stake
against Antigua.

Ambrose and fellow An-
tighan pace bowlers Winston
Benjamin, Kenneth Benjamin
and Eldine Baptiste, can prove a
handful on the damp
Malaysian wickets — as India
learnt to their cost.

Chasing Antigua's modest

164-9. the Indians lost Ten-
dulkar and Gagan Khoda
cheaply and were a sh 30-2

in the 10th over when the rains
came.

Australian wicketkeeper
Adam Gilchrist said it would be
a big test to face Ambrose for
the first time.

"While he's only playing for
Antigua and not the West Tndics
I am sure he will be pretty keen
to fire up against us,” Gilchrist
said.

"I think any of the bowlers
over here are going to be tough
because the wet wickets are very
conducive to good bowling. At
ang:f the grounds, 200 is going

a massive score.”

India and Pakistan will also
be hoping of rain-free cricket
on Saturday.

India need a win against un-
fancied Canada after being
forced to split points against
Antigua.

Pakistan, who were also
robbed by rain against Scot-
land. must defeat Kenya on Sat-
urday and New Zealand on
Tuesday to qualify for the
semifinals from Group D.

New Zealand tuuk a one-

oint lcad in the grou aftr.'r
Eca ya on Th

'*We art Itchlng to g:t ‘out
there,” Indian coach Krish
Srikkanth said. "I hope we and
the other teams don't get beaten
by the rains again.”

Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka
also hope to record their second
wins in Group A on Saturday
when they take on Malaysia
and Jamaica respectively.

The 16 teams have been di-
vided into four groups with the
top team advancing to the
semifinals.

f ] KARACHI, Sept
11: Star Pakistani
cricketer Wasim
Akram on Thur-
sd? denied rene-
match fixing
and bribery all-.':
gations and termed it a "con-
spiracy” against him and the

country's cricket.
shocked and

"I am reall

disappointed, Until and unless |
am not cross-examined (in
court), no one can defame me
like this.,” Wasim told AFP by
telephone from England.

He was reacting after he was
implicated along with Salim
Malik and Ijaz Ahmed in
match-fixing in an interim re-
port, made available to AFP at
the Commonwealth Games in
Kuala Lumpur, of the Pakistan
Cricket Board's probe commit-
tee.

"I am a fighter and will fight
back once | come back. 1 will
not let my enemies destroy me. |
am ready to take everyone on,"
he vowed, but admitted, "It
would be difficult for me to pla}r
in such a state of mind."

The 32-year-old paceman
has featured prominently in
match-fixi scandals haunt-
ing Pakistani cricket since
1994. He was stripped of the na-
tional side's captaincy in Jan-

uary but has turned down offers
to lead Pakistan again.
"It is a one-sided story and
should not have come out. The
allegations are baseless,”
Wasim said. "I do not know

- — - —
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what is happening.”

A judge heading the cricket
board's investigation said he
believed his committee was

heading in the right direction

and would finalise its report in
three months.

"We will give the accused
players all the opportunities to
clarify them.” Justice Ejaz

WASIM AKRAM

Yousuf said.

Wasim said: "I have achieved
a lot and now | am so successful
in the county chamgiunahlp
with Lancashire that t

" to des&troy it. The dant want
me to play but | Y. _
He is in his benefit year with

Lancashire who this season
have already’ have won the

Something wrong

Akram tags it as conspiracy

‘NatWest Tro and Sunda
League titles. g.ancashirc stan
third in the county table and
are in the hunt for a treble.
Despite his county success,
Wasim was not selected for the
Pakistan team in the Sahara
Cup against India starting Sat-
rcr in Toronto, Canada.
Py:n le are trying to kill me
mcnta.ll}r and this is a conspir-
acy against me. | do not want to
name the le but I know
them very well," said Wasim,
one of the all-time leading in-
ternational bowlers.

Tht Pakistan Cricket Board
&n an inquiry into match-
and bcttln after last
cars Sharjah Cup, when
asim led Pakistan to a two-

three loss.
"Our people do not accept de-
feats and that is why th:}r see

LLhe

matches we lose. This ia not
cricket,” he maintained.

"I have always served my
country with pride, but have
been given a raw deal. It is un-
just and I deserve better treat-
ment."

Wasim was criticised after
he did not play in the quarter
final of the 1996 World Cup
against India due to a shoulder

injury. Pakistan lost the
match, blic reac-
tion that culminated in
Wasim's house pelted and
his father kidna :

Wasim is due to return home
on September 23.



