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1| How old is Sir Don|

Bradman?

80 90 100
2| Who is Newrcastle's new

coach? :

Gullit Vialli Robson
3| Who is the defending
~Wimbledon champion?
Rrajicek Rafter | ‘Sampras
4| Who won the Club Cup

hockey title?

Abahani Ajax Usha
5| Wholifted Emirates tri-series?
| England| SriLanka | S Africa
NRIE .oovvenriereesceesnnns
Class ......... Roll No. ..........
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Stefan Reuter
|Getman soccer player)
‘I will not pg:y (for

Germany) again with (Berti
Vogts in charge. My decision
has nothing to do with my age
but was dictated by rela-

tionships with Vogts."”
Said recently.

AFC after

corruption

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9:
The Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) is to launch a new
campaign to stamp out soccer
corruption after a recent resur-
gence of the scoure, reports
AFP.

Bribery and corruption will
top the agenda at the AFC execu-
tive meeting here Friday, said
its general secretary Peter Ve-
lappan.

‘We are deeply concerned
that if we cannot pull the plu
on this problem, the gains o
Asian football over the past
decade will be reversed, this
will be disastrous and we can-
not allow it." he said in a state-
ment.

The authorities in several
southeast Asian countries, in-
cluding Malaysia and Singa-

re. have been tried but there

3 BONN, Sept 9
M (Reuters/ Inter-
net): Jupp Heyn-
ckes sald on
Tuesday he had
tumed down an

Germany's soccer

coach.

As he was not under contract
to any club, the former Real
Madrid coach was favourite to
replace Berti Vogts who stepped
down amid intense media pres-
sure on Monday. Heynckes said
he had been proposed for the fﬂh
by German Soccer Federation
(DFB) president Egidius Braun
but decided not to accept it.

"Unfortunately, I had to
refuse an offer to train the na-
tional team for personal rea-
sons," sald Heynckes, whose
wife was admitted to hospital
on Monday.

The 53-year-old Heynckes,
who quit Real after "Buldin%
them to the European Cup las
season, had received the back-
ing of Vogts's predecessor Franz
Beckenbauer. the influential
Bayern Munich president.

"Worries about the health of
my wife Iris who, after two op-
erations, was admitted to a
Moenchengladbach hospital
with serious circulation prob-
lems on Monday mean I have
not the possibility at the mo-
ment to be involved in the
En:paratinn for an important

uropean championship quali-
fier," Heynckes said in a state-
ment.

Vogts's sudden resignation
has left Germany looking for a
saviour just weeks before the
start of their European cham-

plonship qualifying campaign,
away to Turkey on October 10.
Alter Vogts -- under fire

sitice his side’s World Cup
quarter-final defeat by Croatia
in July -- resigned. the DFB said
a successsr would be appointed
“as soon as possible".

Other possible candidates
are Bundesliga coaches
Christoph Daum, Ottmar
Hitzfeld and Otto Rehhagel.

Daum said he thought the
best solution would be for Beck-
enbauer to return, at least on a
caretaker basis. But the man
who steered Germany to their
last World Cup
in 1990, sounded unenthusias-
tic about the prospect.

KE

"I have no more relation to
the training business,” Becken-
bauer said. "When I think about
it 1 don't feel comfortable. |
have no wish to sit on the bench
again.”

Vogts stirred controversy
last month by saying that nei-
ther Bayern Munich coach
Hitzfeld nor Kaiserslautern
boss Rehhagel would ever get
his post.

oth, however, must be in-
cluded in the list of possible
SUCCEeSSOrs.

L ROME, Sept 9
il (AP): If Christian
Vieri stays with
Lazio of Rome
long enough, he
might  bring the
team their first Italian Le e
tfrtle since 1974. But that's a big
I

In his swift rise to promi-
nence in international soccer,
Vieri has made to things per-
fectly clear: he has a gift for
scoring goals and he doesn't
stay with one club for long.

By moving to Lazio last
month from Spanish club
Atletico Madrid on a 30 million
dollars transfer fee and signing
a five-year, 15 million dollars
contract, the burly forward
joined his eighth club in seven
Seasons.

After landing Vieri, Lazio
owner Sergio Cragnotti pro-
claimed his team ready to win
the Serie A title. The season
starts this weekend, with Lazio
at Piacenza.

"Vieri is not synonymous
with ‘title’, but it makes sense
that Lazio would expect a lot
from me, given how much it's
paying me." the 25-year-old
player said. "But | don't feel the
weight of being the big signing
nor do I want to be called the
anti-Ronaldo."”

The burden of expectations
is enormous.

Vieri is not only seen as the
key to Lazio's hopes, but is
widely considered the brightest
star on Italy's embattled na-
tional team., He already has
eight goals in just 14 appear-
ances with the Azzurri, includ-
ing five goals during the World
Cup.
At Lazio, Vieri is slated to
pair in attack with another new
arrival and World Cup stand-
out, Chile’'s Marcelo Salas.
While on paper the duo seems
capable of scoring in bunches,
neither is likely to create many
%Epnrtunitits for the other.

that with great players like
(Spanish midfielder Ivan) De la
Pena and (veteran Roberto)
Mancini, who are perfect
assers, it will be easy for me to
ind shots on goal. If I am well
physically, I don't fear anything
or anyone.”

His biggest assest may be his
physique. At 6-foot-1 (1.85 me-
tres) and 180 pounds (82 kilo-

ams), Vieri can muscle many
efenders off the ball. While at
times he can seem clumsy, he
can score with both feet and is
dangerous in aerial play. Stil,
this will be his first season as
the focal point of an attack in
the defense-minded Serie A.
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~ CHRISTIAN VIERI
With so many new — De
la Pena was also ed over the

summer, as were eight of 11
starters Lazio used when they

triumph, in Italy

Sport
| Cruyff Franz's

Jupp turns down German job

Hitzfeld is interested but
Beckenbauer said he was not
willing to free his coach who
Juim: Bayern this season after
eading Borussia Dortmund to
the 1997 E Cup.

Rehhagel, who helped
Kaiserslautern become the first
promoted side to win the Bun-
desliga title, refused to get in-
volved in the discussion on
Germany's future coach.

Vogts’ head
cut of !

BONN, Sept 9 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Berti Vogts's head was
not cut off but simply removed
because it needed fixing.

A sculpture in Moenchengla-
dbach representing Vogts and
two other great players from the
Brnud past of the city's club

orussia was believed to have
been destroyed after Vogts's
head went missing.

But local police said on
Wednesday that the head, which
was loose and in danger of
falling off, was being repaired
and would soon be put back in

its jl{{fu::.

e mass-circulation Bild
newspaper used a photograph of
Vogts's headless statue on
Wednesday to illustrate a story
on the man who step down
as national team coach on
Monday.

"The statue which represents
Vogts had its head cut off,” Bild
wrote, noting that the statues of
the two other former Moen-
chengladbach stars, Guenter
Netzer and Herbert "Hacki”
Wimmer, were intact.

Vogts played for Moen-
chengladbach throughout his
long career, during which the
club won the German league
title five times and the UEFA
Cup twice.

Vieri, Lazio's tr;lmpcard

=

whether Vieri's penchant for
moving from team to team re-
flects an inability to get along
with coaches or teammates. A
very public flap with Atletico —
sparked by the striker showing
up later for an exhibition game
— preceded his switch to Lazio.

But Vieri says his moves are
merely the result of him taking
advantage of his hot stock to
improve his situation.

And he does come by his
wanderlust honestly. Vieri
lived for 11 years in Australia
with his French mother and
Italian father, a player-turmed-
coach.

While it may be too much to

CAREER SKETCH

A look at the career of Ital-
ian striker Christian Vieri, who
transferred from Spanish club
Atletico Madrid to Lazio of
Rome last month:

1992-93: Torino [(Serie A), 0
goals in 1 game; Pisa (Serie B), 2
goals in 18 games.

1993-84: Ravenna (Serie B),

12 %oa]s in 32 168,
. 994-93: enezia (Serie B),
5 in 29 games.

995-96: Atalanta of Berg-
amo (Serie A). 7 goals in 19
games.

1996-97: Juventus of Turin
(Sene AJ, 8 goals in 23 games.

1997-98: Atletico Madrid
(Spanish League), 24 poals in 24
games.

1998-99: Lazio of Rome
Serie A).

ask of Vieri and Co to take the
title this season, the future — if
there is one in Rome for the
traveling scorer — could be
bright for him and Lazio.
"Compared to Juventus,
we're hungrier,” said Vieri, who
spent the 1996-97 with the
Turin team. "When was the last
time Lazio won the league title?”

e

" their third and last World

choice

FRANKFURT, Sept 9: Franz
Beckenbauer once again ruled
himself out for the job of Ger-
many's soccer coach Wednesda
‘and suggested Johan Cruylf
would be the ideal man for the
post, reports AP,

But the front runner for the
job appeared to be Ulli Stielike,
a junior coach with the German
soccer federation (DFB).

Beckenbauer, a former star
player who guided Germany to
u
title in 1990, still exerts gru’:ni:ii+
influence in German soccer.,

Already in a slump after the
ouster in the quarterfinals of
the World Cup this summer,
German soccer was thrown into
further turmoil when Berti
Vogts resigned as the national
team coach Monday.

DFB officials have been un-
able to find a successor, with
several candidates turning
down the job.

"It remains so that | am def-
initely not available," Becken-
bauer wrote Wednesday in his
column in the mass-circulation
newspaper Bild.

e coaching job was a part
of my life that has been closed
for good,"” Beckenbauer said.

Thais after
Brazilian
coach

BANGKOK., Sept 9: Thal foot-
ball authorities today said they
will invite a Brazilian coach to
train the national squad after
accepting the resignation of
both the team's manager and
coach, reports AFP.

The announcement by the
Football Association of Thai-
land (FAT) comes amid mount-
ing criticism of the side follow-
ing a farcical Tiger Cue match
against Indonesia in Vietnam
last week.

The association committee
met Tuesday and accepted the
resignation of team manager
Thirachai Vutthitham and
coach Vittaya Laohakul after
the team tried to deliberately
lose the .

The association will invite
Brazilian coach Carlos Alberto
Cavalho, who took Thailand to
the fourth place in the 1990
Asian Games in Beijing.

If the Brazilian agrees, his
first tournament would be the
13th Asian Games in Bangkok
this December.

FAT chairman Vijit Getkaew
will take over as acting man-
ager until an appropriate re-
placement can be lound.

However, an official from
the football association de-
clined to comment on the resig-
nation ol any Thai
adding that the list o
for the Games would
nounced on Thursday.

No more matches
in Stockholm

STOCKHOLM., Sept 9
(Reuters/ Internet): No more in-
ternational club matches will
be held in Stockholm because of
the high police costs of man-
ning them, Swedish Football
Association president Lars-Ake
Lagrell said on Wednesday.

"We give up. We have not
made a formal decision yet but
the mood in Stockholm is easy
to interpret.” Lagrell told the
daily newspaper Svenska Dag-
bladet.

“It's a matter of politics and
internal fights in the police
core about money. There is a lot
of grumbling.”

Policing of last May's Euro-

an Cup Winners' Cup final in

tockholm in which Chelsea
beat VIB Stuttgart 1-0 cost po-
lice an estimated five million
Swedish crowns ($631.200),
with about 1.000 police on duty.

About 13,000 British and
4.000 German fans descended
on the Swedish capital for the
Chelsea-Stuttgart match. Eight
people were arrested in inci-
dents belfore and alter the game.

Elayers
€ dIl-

layers. _

DHAKA THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1998

MANCHESTER,
England, Sept 9
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): With one
Eﬁ swift movement
e E O of his pen Martin
Edwards became the most hated
z]n&an in Manchester on Wednes-

y.

The United chairman's deci-
sion to sign on the dotted line
and sell the club to Rupert Mur-
doch's BSkyB empire for 625
million pounds ($1.02 billion)
means he has set himself up for
a lifetime of abuse from angry
United fans.

But the 52-year-old could be
forgiven for thi he has ev-
ery right to pocket 80 million

ounds for his share in a club
is family turned into the most
financially successful in the
world, :

The Edwards family first
steps into transforming United
into what they are today came
in the wake of the Munich Air
Disaster in 1958 when Martin's
father Louis became a director.
The flamboyant businessman
had seen the butcher's firm he
had bought with his brother
Doug blossom and wanted to
spend some of his money on his

Old Trafford: MU's theatre of dreams

beloved Manchester United.

He contacted shareholders
and tempted them with a very
generous 15 pounds (then
around $45) a share offer that
many thought was too good to
refuse.

Doug and Louis' brother-in-
law Denzil Haroun also bought
up shares to give the Edwards a
firm standing on the board.

It was a transaction that has
seen United benefit ever since
as the club grew first under
Louis and then reached new
heights as Martin took over the
mantle. i

Louis forged a close friend-
ship with manager Sir Matt
Busby and his stylish celebra-
tions of the Reds’ two Champi-
onship wins in 1965 and 1967

th

and United's 1968 European
Cup triumph brought him the
nickname of "Champagne
Louis".

Despite the success, forward
thinking Louis was keen to en-
sure his son shared the same
passion and vision he had for

wards
600.000

RUPERT MURDOCH

He took Martin to his first

match as a six-year-old in 1952
and appointed him as a director
at the young age of 24 in 1970.

But the private school-edu-
cated Edwards junior was a
mby fan first and foremost

preferred the meat business
to football, helping build his fa-
ther's firm into a 10 million
pounds company.

Only when his father died in
1980 from a heart attack, weeks
after a TV programme alleged
some of his business practices
were not legitimate, did Martin
become focused on Old Trafford.

He took over as chairman at
the age of 34 with a 16 per cent
shareholding that he increased
to 50 per cent by borrowing huge
sums from the bank.

Rupert owns Red Devils

He went overdrawn to the
sum of 200,000 pounds to bu
1,000 shares from a director be-
fore the company went on the
stock market in June 1991.

And when United did become
a publicly quoted company Ed-

borrowed another

pounds to increase his
shareholding to more than 50
per cent.

In the seven years since
United launched on the Stock
Exchange the shrewd Edwards
has cut his stake in the club
considerably, making millions
of pounds on the way.

When Murdoch approached
Edwards with a view to him
selling his stake his share had
dro to 14 per cent - a fi
still big enough to make him
the key figure in negotiations
over the deal.

For ds the sale is a re-
ward for his business skills
that have guided United to huge
corporate status in less than 10
years.

And he will be thankful that
two previous efforts at selling
the club failed. He came close to
relinquishing control to Mur-
doch's former media mogul ri-
val Robert Maxwell in 1984,

The ex-head of the Mirror
Group balked at raising his 10
Sorints ari the deal Eollapeca,
pounds e deal co .

Then in 1989 the Carlisle
chairman Michael Knighton
also attempted a 10 million
pounds takeover only to Full
out "for the of the club.”

So Edwards' failed bids to
sell the club have ended up with
him enjoying a cash bonanza
and a chance to continue the
Edwards dynasty with the offer
of a seat on the board by Mur-
doch.

A seat many believe could
become untenable if the unfor-
giving United fans deliver their
promises of showing their dis-
pleasure at the man they feel
sold them out.

Manchester United fans
vowed on Wednesday to fight
every inch of the way to stop
their club being taken over by
Murdoch.

"We call on the board of
Manchester United to have sec-
ond thoughts about what they
are doing and reject the offer,”
said association chairman
Andy Walsh.

"Mr Murdoch may have
walked all over the United
States of America and the rest
of the world, but he's not going
to walk all over Manchester.”

"Martin Edwards is happy to
run off with cash that was made
off the back of the Manchester
United supporters and the leg-
ends that have played for this
club in the last 30 years."

v

Worl_q Cup 2002

i SEOUL. Sept 9
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): South Kore-
a's rulin$ pariy is
pushing for a uni-
lied soccer team
with North Korea and wants the
Slalinist country to host some
of the matches in the 2002
World Cup finals, a party docu-
ment released on Elecrnesday
said.

President Kim Dae-jung's
arty, the National Congress
or New Politics, released the
document to brief its lawmak-
ers of the party's position on
various issues ahead of a Na-
tional Assembly session, a
party spokesman said.

The document said the World
Cup finals "will create an op-
portunity for national unity
and the Korean people's unity”,
and that the party was pushing
to "lure North Korea's participa-
tion through forming a single
team and holding events in the
North".

The document also said that
in order to hold matches in

-

from the idea of North Korea
staging any matches.

“(Hosting of) the World Cup
was awarded to Japan and
South Korea, not North Korea.
North Korea is a separate coun-
try.” Sepp told a news confer-
ence last July.

Chung Mong-joon, president
of the Korea Football Associa-
tion in the South, has said FIFA
could help ease tension and
speed reunification on the Ko-
rean peninsula.

In June, South Korea ap-
proved a request by Chung to
send a letter inviting the North
to host some of the matches. It
is not known if the letter has
been sent.

North Korea's response has
been vague. In June, South Ko-
rean media reports quoted
North Korean soccer official
Choi Pyung-ju as saying there
was no hurry to decide on the
&’ussibilit}r of hosting some

orld Cup matches.

Even if the North does agree
to being a partial host, large ob-
stacles remain. These include

eoul for unified host

"Sunshine Policy” which aims
to open up the reclusive com-
munist North through ex-
panded cultural and business
exchanges.

North Korea on Wednesday
celebrated the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the state, and
has recently confirmed the

ower of its enigmatic leader
m Jong-il.

-Moratti 100123
forward

MILAN, Sept 9 (AFP): Cre-
ativity will be the key to Inter
Milan's bid for glory this sea-
son, accurdlng to the Italian
club's president Massimo
Moratti.

The oil baron. who has in-
vested tens of millions of dol-
lars in bringing together soccer
idols Ronaldo and Roberto Bag-
gio, believes that flights of fan-
tasy, as well as ﬁgiltinﬁ spirit,
are the key to the Serie A title.
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