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PHOTO FEATURE ON FLOOD

In

the Peril of Deluge
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Basabog In pursuit of livelihood — vending on boat.
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Manikganj: No land to stand.
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Importance of Flood Management: I

F any scale measures it, the
severity and magnitude of
the prolonging flood (almost
60 days) would possibly be more
than that suffered in 1988. We
were almost about to forget the
memories of 1988. But after a
decade nature again reminds us
that it has not forgotten us. And
it has happened what is sup-
sed to happen: just a bit more
eavily spurring our torment
that has caused the worst suf-
fering that we have ever had
before.

But the situation would pos-
sibly have been different had we
Frepared at least mentally and
ogistically to face such worst
situation having been experi-
enced from incidences of 1988.
We should have learnt rather
not forget how to tackle such a
Eﬂm!ng situation. We should

ave learnt more about the pre-
cautionary measures of flood
and {its possible management
over this gap of ten years. But
we have failed utterly and its
dire consequence is what we
face — the present flood situa-
tion,

A natural disaster prone
country like ours should have
adopted a policy to prioritize
flood management programme
having considered that this
phenomenon is recurrent. The
morphological structure, un-
usual rainfall and other sea-
sonal effects due to the rapidly
changing climate and unpre-
dictable vulnerability resultin
from the Bay of Bengal are al
assumed as possible threats to
destabilize our normal watery
situation. But we are not cir-
cumspect enough to protect our-
selves. We do not follow the ex-
emplary flood management
Fro%raumcs of other countries,
or instance, China. Recurrent
propensity of flood needs spe-
cial arrangements to tackle it.
It needs pre and post flood
therapeutic’ management. Pre-
flood management requires
construction of dams, em-
bankments, dredging of rivers
and canals and other infras-
truetural and logistical assis-
tance measures., But merely
these steps can not solve such a

by Shaikhul Islam

Why are we begging to the donors time and again? Why don't we take steps properly
and timely? Why did not the government review the ADP and include flood

management programme in it?

phenomenal riddle, it can only
impede the swelling nature of
water. A flood leaves behind so
many multidimensional prob-
lems like crop failure and sub-
sequent food shortage. health
hazards, damage of property
and infrastructures and so
many other things.

Here we see huge shortcom-
ings in thﬂthts and perhaps
total lack of vision. Our au-
thorities concerned, it seems,.
don't like to think on a long-
term basis. The typical ap-
proach they follow is wait and
see policy: let the natural disas-
ters come then we would act ac-
cordingly. As a result they rely
on reliel approach for transient
solutions and unfortunately we
are having this system work,
rather to our peril, since long.
The approach should be the
long-term "management of
flood" rather depending on
short-term relief.

The consequences of late un-
derstanding of the necessity of
flood management have in-
curred a huge loss to our strug-

ling economy. Crop failures

s and Aman) and subsequent
food shortage, damages to prop-
erty and other assets, health
hazards caused from water-car-
ried diseases and devastation of
communication and other in-
frastructures probably have
surpassed the previous levels of
loss caused by floods and have
just shattered our hopes. How
the poor people across the coun-
try will strive, survive and re-
sume their livelihood perhaps
would be mind boggling to
think. How the government
would compensate their losses
and regenerate the overall
economy is a question that
needs rigorous analysis.

The 1998 flood has raised
several questions on the credi-
bility’s of the government itself.
It is very unfortunate for us that
we didn't have any visionary

government. All the litical
parties so far cllmb:go to the
pinnacle of power have played
the same tune. They Em[{ed
radical thinking for policy
formulation. We have not yet
found any government poised
with pragmatic policies and
steps to combat this phenome-
nal natural disaster. All gov-
ernments should have been
cognizant about flood and
therefore needed to follow ap-
propriate policies to manage it.
But what we see in reality? Af-
ter 1988 the BNP government
was lucky enough that it had
not faced such type of flood. But
this cannot be an excuse of
merely ignoring the responsi-
bility of adopting appropriate
flood management policy. Cre-
ation of a Prime Minister's re-
lief fund is not sufficient to
handle a huge crisis of all basic
necessities in a flood situation.
Relief mentality cannot produce
any good thing; it only creates
dependency.

One just wonders why all the
governments did not take into
account the necessity of adopt-
ing exclusive lelcy’ regarding
management of flood situation.
Why they fail to incorporate
such an important issue that is
out and out related with our
survival? Why ADP (Annual
Development Plan) does not
prioritize flood management
programme? All the govern-
ment declared the contribution
of internal resources while an-
nouncing the budget for under-
taking development pro-
grammes, last time probably it
was approximately 46 per cent
of the ADP. But that does not
constitute flood management
rather envisaged only flood
control and water resources.
But what would be there for the
situation that is in the offing?
It is learnt from the newspaper
reports that the planning min-
istry has already asked the line

ministries to cut expenditures
and divert the fund from the
less prioritized ADP projects to

the flood rehabilitation fund
until the donors give assurance
to help. (May be in this situa-
tion government would be fur-
ther cautious in future public
expenditures!) This is an indi-
rect acknowledgement that the
overnment has undertaken
ess important projects for
which funds have been allo-
cated in the ADP. More impor-
tantly the government has not
taken any pragmatic and con-
sistent steps to manage pre or
post flood situation. Flood
management and flood control
is not the same thing. Perhaps
it is very difficult to control
flood in a country like us con-
sidering various factors. But
that does not mean we cannot
manage post-flood situation.
We can do it anal the trend
of past 50 years. We can take
precautionary measures regard-
ing suppl!y of food, health,
medicare facilities, sanitation,
safe drinking water. drainage,
communication infrastructure
and urban planning. But unfor-
tunately we don't think in this
way. We can also adopt plan to
use local level infrastructures
to manage post flood situation.
Was it too difficult to take a
nation wide programme or at
least a programme for the most
flood prone areas on flood
management? Such a pro-
gramme could easily be incor-
porated in the ADP without
secking foreign funds meaning
this programme could be easily
run by our domestic contribu-
tions. The broad conceptual
idea of such a programme
should come from awareness
building regarding availability
of basic needs during pre and
post flood situation. Construct-
ing dam or embankment is
simp}y the infrastructural sup-
port for flood management. It is

mperative Neglected

much n but cannot
sohve everything of the problem
and more so where these sup-
ports are not available.
The inherent worst conse-
uence of this flood would be
the huge aid dependency. Like
many other developing coun-
tries we are out and out aid de-
ndent. Aid is a powerful
everage for its owner. In the
third world countries, some-
times aid is used for geo politi-
cal purpose. In Bangladesh we
have received plenty of aids
since inception for different
purposes. Do we find a break-
even point between the expected
and supposed to be actual out-
ut? Thousands of projects
ave been implementing under
ADP that constitutes domestic
and external contributions.
Though we find that domestic
contribution has been signifi-
cantly increased over the years,
but could it reflect the project
implementation rate? Of course
not. What would happen in
launching another bunch of
new projects if one flood dam-
everything? Before
any result all the loopholes
should be filled up. Moreover,
the donors are not that much
spontaneous, as they were few
years back. Due to the changing
global situation donors' atti-
tude and approach are bein
changed. They might have dif-
ferent interests in other regions
or they can impose unreason-
able conditionalities putting
behind our national interests.
The government has sought
another several hundred mil-
lion of dollars to manage its
post flood rehabilitation pro-
gramme that includes covering
up of food deficit to reconstruct-
ini‘; communication and other
inirastructures. Why are we
begging to the donors time and
again? Why don't we take steps
properly and timely? Why did
not the government review the
ADP and include flood man-
agement programme in it? Why
don’'t we give proper importance
to it? Perhaps we will have to
wait until our last breadth to
have an optimum solution for
flood problems.

Capital City in Crisis

by Mohammad Shamsuzzo
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The city itself as well as its surroundings and water resources (both surface and ground)
are at a stake due to negative impact, particularly on the city's water resources . . .

seminar was organiséd b
zs The Daily Star on Etﬁ
une, 1995 at BUET on
"Save Dhaka”. In that
seminar, an expatriate
dignitary commented: "One
thing evident to all of us is that
Dhaka is a city in crisis
(terrible). A capital city that is
in crisis means a country that
is in crisis, a nation in crisis,
because the capital is the heart
of the nation.”

The above statement was
very true and timely. But really
what has hagpened since that
seminar and its subsequent
recommendations. Practically
nothing has happened — | mean
no improvement in terms of
environmental protection and
mitigation of the city and its
surroundings. The city itself
including its surroundings and
water resources (both surface
and ground) are at a stake due to
negative impact particularly on
the city's water resources and
certain negative impacts have
reached to irreversible situa-
tion.

The present population of
the city is 8 million within an
area ol 260 sq. km. out of the
which 135 sq. km. is protected
by embankment (through hur-
riedly planned, designed and
implemented) and the rest 125
S5q. km. is totally unprotected
and as a result we have seen
what havoc has been taken
place on the life and properly of
the people living within this
125 sq. km. unprotected area.

Further, the overall envi-
ronmental condition has dete-
riorated very fast particularl
after creation of Banglades
due to population pressure and
uncontrolled discharge of waste
from all sources viz. domestic,
industry, commercial and in-
stitutional.

The disposal of industrial
wastes into the environment is
regulated by the Factories Act of
1965. While Bangladesh Envi-
ronment Conservation Act of

1995 has delailed provision for
mitigating hazards caused by
industries by obtaining envi-
ronmental clearance through
Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) from DoE.
Unfortunately, the laws are
there but they are not imple-
mented — rather violated — and
as a result the rivers and our sea
have been facing threats be-
cause of over and improper use
of agro-chemicals, disposal of
untreated industrial, domestic
and municipal waste, oil spills
etc.
The Daily Star of August 29,
1998 states in its first page that
"DMCH dumps all waste in
roadside bins". It indicates that
the biggest state-run hospital
hhas no lacility for incineration
or safe disposal* of the haz-
ardous wasle. This hazardous
waste is carried by the DCC

trucks those make crude
dumping at a place approxi-
mately 6 Km. east of the down

town and this uncontrolled
tipping is pollution artesian
aquifer of the city, the source of
approximately 98 per cent of
200 million gallons of water
supplied by DWASA for the
dwellers of the capital city.

The deep tube-well of
DWASA at Jatrabari which is
approximately 3 Km. west of the
crude dumping area of DCC has
been found to contain apprecia-
ble quantity of biochemical
oxygen demand (BOD) and
chemical oxygen demand (COD),
and another well water of
DWASA at Hazaribag area has
been found to contain
chromium and as well as BOD,
COD.

According to the present
population of 8 million within
the city — a Brnxjmatcly 600
tonnes of B are produced
daily out of which only 120
tonnes are received through
DWASA's legal/illegal connec-
tions for treatment, but unfor-
tunately only 50 per cent of the
quantity is reached to the

treatment plant of DWASA and
the rest are lost through broken
pipes while pumping causin
anther source of environmen
degradation. Or in other words
0 f' 10 per cent of the generated
daily domestic waste is treated
and the rest 90 per cent of the
domestic waste is ultimately
discharged to our rivers
through the khals and thereby
polluting our surface water
SOUTCES.

The uncontrolled discharge
of industrial wastes, both point
and non-point sources are even
more dangerous because many
of the effluents contain heavy
metals and surface water con-
taining heavy metals cannot be
treated by conventional treat-
ment methods rather needs so-
phisticated treatment method
which we do not have at present
nor available in the proposed
treatment plant at Saidabad of
DWASA.

The industrialists area mak-
ing millions at the cost of our
environment, property and life
and this must be arrested forth
with by implementation of the
Environmental Conservation
Law of DoE. The industries
must have their own arrange-
ment of pre-treatment prior to
discharge of the effluent into
the receiving body of water to
an acceptable level as per DoE
regulations.

Immediate steps are also
necessary for taking care of
domestic sewage for which
DWASA needs assistance in or-
der to implement its short-termm
and as well as long-term pro-
grammes through the year 1999
up to the year 2020 with the ob-

ject of treating 90 per cent of the

domestic and industrial waste
by the year 2020 in phases.

The estimated cost is ap-
proximately 1.8 billion dollars
including physical and finan-
cial contingencies spread over a

riod of 1999 through the year

020.
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