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Chattala Cup

Tk. 7.5 lakh
gate cash

Sports Reporter

The gate of the Chattala Cu
football tournament, jointly
organised by Bangladesh Foot-
ball Federation and Chittagong
Zila Krira Parisad in aid of the
flood victims, has been sold to
an agency for seven and a half
lakh taka. The organisers ex-
pect some more fund from
sponsorships.

The four-team tournament
begins this evening at the flood-
lit Chittagong MA Aziz Stadium
with Muktijoddha Sangsad
Krira Chakra from Dhaka tak-

ing on local Mohammedan
Sporting Club in the openin
match. State Minister for You

and Sports Obaidul Quader will
inaugurate the tournament.

Abahani Krira Chakra and
Regensea Club of Chittagong are
the other two sides taking part
in the robin league from which
the top two teams will qualify
for the September 15 ﬂna‘]

The matches will start ev-
eryday at 5:30 pm.

Meanwhile, Premier Divi-
sion league champions Mukti-
joddha Sangsad. the only team

articipating from the capital,
eft the city yesterday mumin%
for Chittagong by a specia

train.
FIXTURE

Sep9 Muktijoddha Sangsad
gg v Ctg Mohammedan

Sep10 Ctg Abahani KC v

: Regensea Club

Sep 11 Ctg Mohammedan SC v
Regensea Club

Sep 12 Muktijoddha Sangsad
KC v Ctg Abahani K

Sep 13 Muktijoddha Sangsad
KC v Club

Sep 14 Ctg Abahani KC v Ctg
Mohammedan SC

Sep 15 Final

C wealth Games

F Karim off-shoots
his national duty
Sports Reporter

A news report by Fazlul
Karim, manager of the
Bangladesh shooting team to
the 16th Commonwealth
Games, which was published in
a Bengali national daily yester-
day, has raised questions about
the integrity of Bangladeshi of-
ficials accompanying sports
delegations aboard,

im, an executive commit-
tee member of the Bangladesh
Shooting Federation, sent a
news report on Bangladesh
shooters’ performance in the
badge match competition of the
Games on Monday which is a
clear violation of the code of
conduct of sports officials when
Ehey are representing the coun-

ry.

When contacted, Anwarul
Haque Helal, depuéy secre

eneral of the Banglades

lympic Association (BOA) told
the Daily Star last night that it
was breach of discipline.

“We are trying to contact
him (Fazlu Karim) in
Langkawi, Malaysia, which is
the venue for the shooting
events. It is 500 km away from
Kuala Lumpur. We will ask him
to stop writing for any individ-
ual daily. Besides, on his re-
turn, we may also ask from him
an explanation”, said Helal.

The Bangladesh Shooting
Federation general secretary
Afzal Karim admitted last night
that he has heard about “the
news” but had not seen the pa-

per. He declined to make any
comment.

No Shahbaz
or Tahir

KARACHI, Sept 8: Pakistan

hockey authorities today cate-
. gorically denied recalling axed
stars Shahbaz Ahmed and

Tahir Zaman for the Common-
wealth Games and termed such
a move out of the question.

"We have selected the best
team for the Games and there is
no question of recalling Shah-
baz Ahmed and Tahir Zaman."
Pakistan Hockey Federation
E:PEIF} resident Akhter Rasool
0 .

Rasool's reaction came after
reports from Kuala Lumpur sug-

esting Shahbaz Ahmed, Tahir
an, Mohammad Shahbaz,
and Naveed Alam, all axed from
the Commonwealth Games
squad, had been recalled.

Shahbaz Ahmed alongwith
Zaman and Alam are currently
in the Netherlands to play
league hockey on a lucrative
contract.

Hockey is included for the
first time as a medal sport in
the 68-year history of the
Games.

Pakistan overhauled its
hockey team after finishing a

oor fifth in the World Cup

ockey tournament expelling
six senior players including the
mercurial Shahbaz Ahmed and
captain Tahir Zaman in July.

Pakistan is in Group B of the
competition with Kenya,
Malaysia, England, Canada.

The federation president
said the target of Pakistan team
was Sydney Olympics in 2000,
and Commonwealth Games
would give an ideal prepara-
tion.

Pakistan's first match is
against Kenya on September 9.
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Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad (C) being escorted by Prince Edward (L), president of the Common-
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wealth Games Federation, towards the reception area prior to the opening of the Games general assembly vesterday.

Fish out of water

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sept 8 (Reuters/
Internet): Cricket
prepared its debut
| in the Com-
L } monwealth Ga-
mes on Tuesday with stars
doing things théy are just not
used to -- mingling with
athletes from a dozen sports
and practising with tennis
balls.

The game, rarely seen with
other sports, shed some of its
isolation as players checked in
at fhe Games village, which is
radically different from the
usual comfort of first class ho-
tels where tnll:» international
cricketers usually stay.

"We have to. There is no
other way,” Indian captain Ajay
Jadeja told Reuters in the
spanking new International
Zone building next to the 16th
Commonwealth Games village
where some 4,000 athletes from
around 70 nations will stay.

There was the familiar --

rain. But it was rain of an un-
familiar kind as cricket staged
its first major show in the
tropics. A tropical thunder-
storm broke in the late after-
noon and swamped hopes of
match practice.The downpour
also raised doubts on whether
the®matches could be played at
all on Wednesday, when cricket
was scheduled to make its debut
in the September 11-21 Com-
monwealth Games.

Indian cricketers arrived at
the TNB Sports Club ground to
practice, but had to stand and
watch as the rain saturated the
ground where they are due to
play Antigua on Wednesday.
Sachin Tendulkar, one of the
world's greatest batsmen, took
up his bat and practised his art
with a tennis ball under the
overhanging roof of the pavil-
ion.

Asked if the match with An-
ug,ua would go ahead on sched-
ule, Indian coach Krishna-

machari Srikkanth told

Reuters: "We will have to wait
and see about that now.” The
eight grounds to be used in the
competition are spread around
the Klang Valley around Kuala
Lumpur and are largely
untesied and some players were
far from happy.

"It's too hot." moaned Aus-
tralian off-spinner Gavin
Robertson, standing close to
Kenyan athletes singing mer-
rily, unmindful of the humid,
sweaty climate. Australian cap-
tain Steve Waugh said his team
was still finding its feet. I
think we are getting there,” he
said.

India open their bid for the
gold medal against an Antiguan
side considered minnows be-
cause they represent only a
small bit n¥ the strong West In-
dies. But Jadeja said he was not
taking them li%:lt]{l. "No match
is an easy match.” he said.

Australia, the favourites,
face Canada in their first match
on Wednesday.

Captains told to keep control

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sept 8 (Reuters/
Internet): Cap-
tains of the
hockey teams bat-

for gold at
Commmonwealth Games
will have
eir team-

the
have been told the
help to control t
mates on the field or suffer the

consequences.

They could even be sus-
pended along with an offending
team-mate, said Peter Crane,
director of the men's tourna-
ment which starts in Kuala
Lumpur on Wednesday.

A captain might suffer dou-
ble the consequences if he or
she leaps into an on-field ar-

fumenlt. he said.

If a player is suspended for
one match, the skipper may be
barred for two,” Crane said.

Hockey is making its Com-
monwealth Games debut, two
days ahead of Friday's official
opening, with Australia the
favourites for the gold medals
in both the men's and women's
competitions.

Crane, an Englishman, and
South African Jean Field, di-
rector of the women's event,
took strong lines on the cap-
tain's role in pre-tournament
meetings with team officials
and umpires.

Crane said captains can be a
buffer between their players

Warne waits fo

r

_Shield test

MELBOURNE,

Australia, Septl 8
(AFP/ Internet):
Injured leg-spin-
ner Shane Warne
| said Tuesday ex
pects to play in the first Ashes
E;St against England in Novem-
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SHANE WARNE

The healing of his recon-
structed shoulder was ahead of
schedule and he plans to test it
in Sheffield Shield matches
starting next month, he said.

Just a few weeks ago Warne
said at a sports function there

was a danger he macr never play
again but he told reporters
Tuesday it was now a matter of
when, not if.

"At the physio over the last
couple of weeks I've shown some
an:l progress and at this sta[i:

'm aiming for the first Shield
ame," he said at the launch of
the Victorian season.

Warne, Australia's second
greatest wicket-taker with 313
victims in 67 Tests, was reap-

pointed Victorian captain with
wicket-keeper Darren Berry his
deputy.

He has made himself un-
available for Australia's tour of
Pakistan starting on September
23 but said he was aiming to
make his Test comeback
against England in Brisbane on
November 24.

He said he needed to play the
Shield games in the lead-up to
gauge how his shoulder was re-
covering.

“You have to get confidence,
you have to be able to have a few
games, see how you pull up the
next day, whether you can go
back-to-back," he said.

"At this stage I'm hopeful of
p!agving the first Shield game
and if it means I can play two or

three Shield games back-to-
back and pull up okay I'll be
available for the first Test."
Warne said with a "brand
new shoulder” his bowling ac-
tion should be better than ever.

= ey,

and umpires. They know their
players better and must help to
control players likely to flare
up and must co-operate with the
umpires.

It would be a major upset if
the Australian women failed to
collect gold.

Since Australian men’s
hockey veteran Ric Charles-
worth took over as coach, they
have become World and
Olympic champions and have a
long unbeaten record in tourna-
ment pla{;

They have the world's two
outstanding women players in
Alyson Annan and Nikki Mott.

Their most serious chal-
lengers for the title are New
Zealand, South Africa, Scot-
land and an England side

strengthened by the return from
injury of top forwards Tina
Cullen and Mandy Nicholson.

The perforrnance of the New
Zealand women will be watched
with particular interest -- they
have been wearing jackets
whose pockets are filled ice in
Eractlce to combat the tropical

eat and humidity.

The Australian men are also
optimistic of gold after finish-
ing fourth at the World Cup, just
ahead of medal rivals Pakistan,
who were fifth, one spot ahead
of England.

Eighth placed Canada is also
ambitious -- and so is India, the

one-time hockey powerhouse
which finished only ninth in
the World Cup and who face

Australia in their first match.

The teams have been divided
into two groups and the top pair
in each will go through to the
semi-finals.

CI-'Gft to hz;ve
knee surgery

LONDON, Sept 8 (AFP/ In-
ternet): England spin bowler
Robert Croit is to have knee
surgery on Tuesday in the hope
he will then be fit for the start
of this winter's Ashes tour of
Australia.

Croft will miss the remain-
ing matches of Glamorgan's
season to correct the problem,
which was diagnosed following
a scan as a small cartilage tear.

Although the short-term
prognosis was good, the club's
medical advisers consulted
with England officials and felt
it was sensible to correct the
defect now as the team departs
for Australia within six weeks.

— AFP photo

Bangladesh Sporting, Wari share top wrung

Igbal hums the same tune

Igbal Singh
scored his second
hat trick in as
many appearance
to guide title aspi-
rants Bangladesh
Sporting Club to a
comfortable 4-0 win over Bach-
elors Club in one of the two
Green Delta First Division
hockey league matches played
at the Moulana Bhasani.Sta-
dium yesterday.

Igbal. the lanky Indian who
scored a hat trick when
Bangladesh Sporting thrashed
promotees Cantonian Sportin
Club in their inaugural matc
three days ago, continued with
his impressive striking rate
and struck thrice in the space of
ten minutes to keep his side
atnf) the eight-team table with
full six points from two
matches.

The winners led the first
half 1-0.

Wari Club. who beat Canto-
nian Sporting Club 2-1 in the
first match and Cantonian
Sporting Club on the day, also
share the top spot with six
points from two matches.

Davinder Singh. one of the
four Indian playing for the old-
towners, put Bangladesh Sport-
ing ahead with a field goal in
the 21st minute.

Sports Reporter

Although Bangladesh Sport-
ing dominated the entire first
session with a series of offen-
sives, it was their poor marks-
manship which denied them
from increasing the margin.

Undaunted by their first half
failure to find the mark as often
as they would like, Bangladesh

.
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[QBAL ... hattrick |

Sporting maintained their ini-
tative in the post lemon period
with Igbal Singh single-hand-
edly taking command.

Although it took 15 minutes
of the second-half to transform
the score line to 2-0 with Igbal
blasting the board with a
power-packed hit, the match
turned to be an one-sided affair
from then onwards with Igbal
completing his treble with two
more brilliant field goals in the
52nd and 60th minutes.

The winners will face Dhaka
Ansars in their next match on
September 11.

Earlier, in the day's other
match, Wari Club posted a slim
2-1 victory over "Cantonian
Sporting Club.

The winners led the first
half 2-0.

Khurshid Hossain Setu put
Wari off the mark with a field
goal in the 12th minute and Ar-
ifur Rahman doubled the mar-
gin 15 minutes later.

Rajibul Alam pulled one
back for the newcomers in the
44th minute:

TODAY'S MATCHES

(Moulana Bhasani Stadium)

Sonali Bank v Dhaka
Ansars [ 2:30 pm)

B Railway v Victoria SC |
4:30 pm)

BHF gets tough
Victoria coach,
players fined
and banned

Sports Reporter

Six plagr:rs and the coach of
Victoria Sporting Club have
been reprimanded by the league
committee of Bangladesh
Hockey Federation (BHF) for
their part in verbally abusing
the umpires after their lone
oal defeat to Sonali Bank in

€ Green Delta Insurance First
Division hockey league last

Sunday. The decision was taken
in an emergency meeting of the
committee on Monday night.

Abdul Malek Chunnu, a
former national player and
now the manager of Victoria
Sporting Club, has been fined
taka 3. and suspended for
five matches while six other
pla:fl:rsnﬂajib Ahmed, Sham-
suddin Ahmed, Nasir Bhutto,
Sadequr Rahman. Morsalin
and Noor Mohammad. have
been fined taka 1,000 each and
asked to submit written apology
to the federation for their unbe-
coming behaviour on the
ground. Besides, the six players
have also been declared persona
non grata at the BHF olffice,
VVIP and VIP pgallery of the
Moulana Bhasani Stadium for
one year.

Team off to Toronto
Pakistan
promise

good show

KARACHI, Sept 8: Pakistan
captain Aamir Sohail and
coach Javed Miandad predicted
explosive cricket against arch-
rivals India as the team left for
Toronto today to participate in
the Sahara Cup contest, reports
AFP.

"We promised explosive
cricket on the field,” Miandad
said. "But it had nothing to do
with rival nuclear tests in
May,” he quipped.

Sohail also believed ten-
sions generated by the tit-for-
tat tests would not effect the

ame, "We keep cricket away
rom politics.”

Pakistan and India will
play a five-match series in the
third Sahara Cup opening on
Saturday.

Pakistan won the inaugural
Sahara Cup 3-2 in 1996. India
won 4-1 in 1997.

Miandad, remembered for
his last-ball six against India
in Sharjah in 1986 was in-
ducted as team coach in August.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
also approved the idea the mas-
ter batsman could play (f
needed.

"l can play but only if the
situation demands. 1 still feel |
can play,” 42-year-old Miandad
added.

Miandad who has scored
8,832 runs in 124 Tests, did not
rule out the possibility of play-
ing in next ~_lyear':si World Cup in
England. "This is possible," he
said,

Miandad, the only player
who has appeared in all six
World Cup matches, retired
from the game after the quar-
t%réiﬁna] match against India in
1996.

SQUAD

Aamir Sohail [(captain),
Aaqib Javed (vice captain).
Saeed Anwar, Shahid Afridi,
Is!az Ahmed, Inzamamul-Hagq,

alim Malik, Yousuf Yohanna,

‘Moin Khan, Mushtagq Ahmed,

Mohammad Zahid, Azhar

Mahmood, Saqlain Mushtaq-

and Abdul Razzak.
Coach Javed Miandad, man-

| ager Azhar Zaidi.

Curtly & Co make India edgy

Fingers crossed for cricket

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8
(AFP): Ajay Jadeja’s Indians
and Commonwealth Games or-
ganisers were seeking out a holy
man to help save cricket's debut
at the event here Wednesday.

Bomoh, a legendary
Malaysian miracle man who
prays to keep the rain away for
important occasions, was
needed as rain threatened to
wash out the Games.

The Indians have every rea-
son to pray for clear skies as
they take on Antl%ua's fiery
Eace attack led by Curtly Am-

rose on an unpredictable
wicket at the Kilat Club on
Wednesday.

When told by organisers that
Bomoh's prayers were always
answered, Jadeja had one look
at the damp turf and responded:
"Bring him on. We all need
him."

Heavy rain. a daily feature
for theéjast four days, has in-
crease the workload of
groundsmen more used to lay-
ln% out matting wickets for lo-
cal matches.

"We've worked hard to get the
turf wickets ready for the tour-
nament, but the weather has
not helped us at all," a Games
official said.

Despite the presence of bat-
ting maestro Sanchin Ten-
dulkar, India know the condi-
tions are ideal for Ambrose and

his pace mates Winston Ben-
jamin. Kenneth Benjamin, El-
dine Baptiste and Hamish An-
thony.

‘Forget the Australians., we
need to get over Antigua first.”
Indian coach Krish Srikkanth
said. "This is certainly no pic-
nic."”

The Indians have just four
frontline players in skipper
Jadeja, Tendulkar, Anil Kum-
ble and Robin Singh, as the rest
of the national team under Mo-
hammad Azharuddin battle
Pakistan in the Sahara Cup in
Canada from Saturday.

"It's probably not the ideal
situation, but there was no
choice but to divide the team
once our board decided to field
strong sides for both events,”
Srikkanth said.

"Matches here may not have
official status. but every inter-
national is a tough ball game,
the race for the gold medal will
not be easy.”

Antigua, coached for former
master blaster Vivian Richards.
is one of the three West Indian
nations besides Barbados and
Jamaica taking part in the 16-
team event.

Richards, whose team also
includes former West Indian
captain Richie Richardson, was
optimistic.

“We hear Australia and India
are the gold medal favourites.

but they have to beat us first.”
Richards said.

Canada., who take on Steve
Waugh's full-strength Aus-
tralians at the Kelana Jaya
Stadium on Wednesday, com-
plete the toughest of the four

groups which will send one
team each into the semifinals.

The Aussies, coming off
their off-season. will miss their
best bowlers Glenn MceGrath
and Shane Warne through in-
juries.

But the presence of the
Waugh brothers and Ricky
Ponting in strong one-day
squad, make Australia favouri-
ties for the title.

In other opening matches,
Hashan Tillekeratne's depleted
Sri Lanka take on hosts
Malaysia, Jamaica play Zim-
babwe and under-strength Pak-
istan meet Scotland.

Sri Lanka, the World Cup
champions, are without most of
their Test stars and have a
strong Zimbabwe to reckon
with in Group A. Pakistan, led
by former Test opener Saleem
Elahi, have Kenya and New
Zealand to tackle in Group D.

Group C matches will begin
on Thursday with Shaun Pol-
lock's South Africa taking on
Northern Ireland and Barbados
playing World Cup qualifiers
Bangladesh.

Italians cheating t

MILAN, Italy, Sept 8: [talian
sport is being rocked to its
foundations by a drugs scandal
just days before the start of the
new football season, reports
AFP.

What started a month ago
with a drugs warning by A S
Roma coach Zdenek Zeman has
mushroomed into a series of ju-
dicial enquiries — topped by
last weekend's revelations that
Italy's anti-drugs campaign has
been a fraud.

A crisis meeting is due this
week between Deputy Prime
Minister Walter Veltroni, who
also has the sports portfolio,
and Mario Pescante, President
of the national Olympic com-
mittee (CONI). which doubles as
the sports ministry.

Pescante, whose future as the
most important figure in Ital-
ian sports is at stake, was send-
ing a written report to Veltroni
on Monday evening. The dﬁgutz

remier said he would need 2
ours before forming an opin-
fon.

At stake, is not only the
credibility of the CONI's com-
mitment to ﬂ%ht drugs, but also
the credibility of Italian foot-
ball itself. And at the centre of
both, is the CONI-approved test
laboratory at Acqua Acetosa.

According to the rules, the
laboratory should test all 4,000
samples given each year by Se-
rie A and B footballers, check-
ing for everything from stimu-
lants to steroids. Clubs pay
400,000 lira (230 dollars) for
each test sample.

The results should then be
kept for two years, in the case of
negative tests, and five years
when the sample proves posi-
tive. :

However, it has now
emerged that the lab was look-
ing for steroids in only 10 per
cent of the samples pas
through the laboratory un
last year, when its new chief,
professor Giorgio Santilli, took

. | at
Santilli claims to have in- pgg;lqr

but insists that the unit is now
working at maximum capacity.

Worse still, all the resulis
have been systematically
thrown away after just two
months, and there were report-
edly little or no checks carried
oul for masking afgtnts.

Not surprisingly, Acqua Ace-
tosa has enjoyed pride of place
in the International Olympic
Committee’'s list of approved
laboratories around the world,
with the lowest number of re-
ported test failures.

Pescante, along with the
Italian football federation
(FIGC) president Luciano Niz-
zola, initially said he knew
nothing of the goings-on at Ac-
qua Acetosa, quickly pointing
out that although working for
the CONI, it is technically
owned and run by Santilli's
Medico-sports Federation.

However, that position ap-
peared to be softening on Mon-
day evening.

Asked about the practices,
Pescante admitted: "in the past,
some of the signals that were
coming out of the laboratory
were taken in too much good
faith."

He added that supervisors
would be drafted into the lab
from outside, with the aim of
monitoring operations.

Pressed further as to
whether he knew what had been
gﬂing on there for the past
ecade, Pescante weighed his
words carefully: "among the du-
ties of the CONI president is
also the task of monitoring, but
with 39 federations and other
duties to attend to, you must re-
alise."

He added, however, that: "I
am the president of the CONI
and therefore | cannot say that I
didn't know. Perhaps, though,
the expected guarantees were

not respected.
Whether or not the CONI or

the FIGC knew in detail about
the practices which were com-
the Acqua Acetosa labo-

both sides know now

creased that percentage to 30, | that action needs to be taken,

eworld?

and quickly.

For in the words of Italy's
most influential sports jour-
nalist, Gazzetta Dello Sport edi-
tor Candido Canavo. the prob-
lem is not just one of drugs hut
if the "loss, and a dramatic one
at that, of credibility,

"And that, gentleman of the
CONL." he wrote. "is something
very difficult to get back.”

India to play
-
charity match
.
in Dhaka

India has agreed to play a
charity hockey match in Dhaka
on their return from 16th
Commonwealth Games to raise
fund for the flood affected -
ple in the country, reports UNB.

Bangladesh Hockey Federa-
tion had earlier requested India
and Pakistan to play a charity
match.

But, Pakistan are yet to con-
firm their availability for the
match.

India has expressed their
willingness to play a charity

match with Bangladesh if Pak-
istan are not available,

Rally for flood
victims

Krirangan Flood Relief
Committee will hold a rally in
the capital on September 15 to
raise fund for the flood victims,
reports UNB.

The rally, to be participated
by sportsmen, sports organisers
and sports lovers, will start at 3
pm from Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium and will con-
clude at the Mirpur Sher-e-
B a National Stadium.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Committee held
at the NSC conference room on
Monday.

. Interested ones have been
requested to take part in the
fund-raising rally.




