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Damhge to edn instts
estimated at Tk 650 cr

" At least 10,000 educational were now used as flood
institutions have so far been af- shelters in 47 flood-affected
fected by the ongoing floods,  districts.

and damage to the inirastruc-
ture has been estimated at Tk
650 crore, reports BSS.,

The government has

a-u;.léht
Tk 340 crore as emergency relief

from donor countries and
agencies to recover initially
from the losses in the country's
educaunrg sector. "

According to a mary as-
sessment m:%duct by the Edu-
cation Ministry across the
country, 8,000 primary schools
and 1758 secondary schools,
colleges and madrassahs have
been affected
the total affected i::rtmar}r
schools, 3,000 were fully dam-
aged and infrastructures of the
rest 5,000 were partially af-
fected.

The preliminary assessment
was made on the basis of re-
ports from the district educa-
tion offices, Education Min-
istry sources said. Earlier the
district offices were asked to
submit their reports on damage
and other losses to the min-

ist.?.
full assessment of the
damage to educational institu-
tions will be made when the
flood waters recede, sources
added.

The United Nations in its re-
cent proposal for emergency re-
lief in support of the govern-
ment of adesh, said 80 per
cent schools have been damaged
and the remaining 20 per cent

4 fire brigade
stations 1n

city closed

By Staff Correspondent

The Fire Brigade suspended
its operations in four of its 12
stations in the city till yester-
day. due to rise in flood waters,
according to official sources.

Among Lhese, three stations
— Postagola, Demra and Lal-
bagh — were closed yesterday,
sources said.

The Goran station was

closed about a month ago, they
added.

- -

flood waters. Of

L]

Most of the school and col-
lege premises of the country's
central part were inundated by
flood waters and text books and
other classroom materials have
been des , the district edu-
cation offices informed the
ministry,

The Education Ministry at a
meetling recently with Educa-
tion Minister SAHK Sadeq In
the chair, reviewed the situa-
tion of the flood-affected educa-
tional institutions.

The government will under-
take immediate repairs on the
basis of existing preliminary
estimates of d and a mas-
sive rehabilitation programme
of the institutions will be taken

-in the aflected districts.

PM asks ministers,
AL MPs to stand
by flood victims

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday reiterated her
call to the ministers and MPs to
stand beside the flood-hit peo-
ple, re s BSS.

She renewed the call while
prr.ﬁidinit ver a meeting of the
Awami League Parliamentary
Party (ALPP) at the Sangsad
Bhaban.

The Prime Minister urged
them to supervise relief opera-
tions so that not a single af-
fected person is deprived of re-
lief materials.

5 temporary army
camps in 2 CHT
dists withdrawn

KHAGRACHHARI, Sept 8:
Five temporary army camps in
Khagrachhari and Rangamati
districts were withdrawn and
the troops closed to canton-
ments till Monday as per the
CHT peace agreement, sources
said, reports UNB.

Those were Jongi Tilla camp
in Khagrachhari region,
Dharmapukur and Chandra
Singpara camps in Guimara re-
gion, Navanga camp in Ranga-
mati region and Noapara camp
in Kapta! region. .

Road links snapped

From Page 1

services at the Aricha. Nata-
khola and Nagarbari ghats,
snapping the capital's road
links with 36 south-western
and north-western districts.

“The ferryghats at Aricha
are at least under three feet wa-
ter," a senior official of BIWTC
said last night.

Ferry service at Mawaghat
was suspended on Monday. The

off three weeks ago. Sylhet-
Sherpur road link has also been
snapped.

"No passenger buses left
from Gabtoli bus terminal since
this morning,” Joint Convenor
of Bangladesh Inter-district Bus
Owners Comnmuttee, Zubair
Naim told The Daily Star yes-
terday.

Bus services from city's two
other main inter-district bus

Dhaka-Mawa highway that terminals— Mahakhali and
connects the capital with south- Saydabad— were suspended two

western districts has already
been inundated at several
points.

The capital’s road links with
Sylhet and Narsingdi were cut

4 Bangladeshis
among 67 held
in Turkey

EDIRNE, Turkey., Sept 8:
Turkish authorities detained 67
would-be immigrants includin
. four Bangladeshis as they tni
to sneak across Lthe border into
Greece, the Anatolia news

cy reported today, says AP.

Authorities also detained
five Turks sus ed of smug-
gling the immigrants, accord-

weeks ago following inundation
of fresh areas on the highways.

Railway services tween
Sirajgan{ and Ishwardi and be-
tween Dhaka and Narayanganj
were suspended yesterday as the
railway tracks went under flood
water at several places yester-
day.

Additional Director General
(Operations) of Bangladesh
Railway (BR} NM Khurshid
Anower told The Daily Star last
night that tracks were sub-
merged at Ullapara near Siraj-
ﬁanj and at Gandaria near

arayanganj.

"We are tglng hard to keep
the Dhaka-Chittagong train
service. Tracks will be further
elevated at the flooded points if

' necessary." he said,
i&m}ﬂciﬁnnﬁ;i:ﬁen‘z;rkcy ® An additional train will be
The refugees were rounded up  Pressed into service today to

in at least seven villages along
the Meric River, which marks
the border between Turkey and
Greece, The river is known as
Evros in Greece.

Fifty of the immigrants were
Iraqis. The rest were five Ro-
manians, four Bangladeshis,
three Palestinians, two Irani-
ans, two Pakistanis and one
Rwandan. Anatolia said.

It was not clear when the de-
tentions took place.

Turkey is a world crossroads
for immigrants trying to make
their way to more prosperous
countries in Western Europe;
the Meric River alone sees thou-
sands of attempted illegal bor-
der crossings each year.

100 hurt in clash
over fishing
at Sirajgan)

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 8: About
100 people were injured in a
clash over fishing between resi-

dents of Mirpur and Ramgati in
the municipal area this morn-

transport export items, he said.

Relief supply to
northern districts
inadequate, allege

RCC commissioners

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 8: Twenty
ward commissioners of Ra-
jshahi City Corporation in a
joint statement today alleged
that the government was pro-
viding inadequate amount of
relief materials to the flood hit
people of the northern districts.

ey said that the govern-
ment was busy distributing re-
lief materials in the eastern re-
glon without giving much atten-
tion to the flood-hit districts in
the northern region.

They protested the discrimi-
natory attitude of the govern-
ment and demanded adequate
amount of relief materials for
the northern districts,

They also demanded distri-

ing, reports UNB., bution of relief materials
Some shops were damaged through the Armed Forces.
during the clash. Five people Salduzzaman Khan Mato,

were admitted to the hospital
with severe injuries.

Shahid Ahmed Badal, Entazul
Islam, Zahidul Islam, Jahan

Tension was mounting in  Panna, Ansar Ali and Nazma
the area. Riot police were de- Begum signed, among others.
ployed to avoid further clash, the statement,
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At a place called Barabo, under Rupganj thana, landslides stopped traffic. The photo shows
poor labourers work hard to clean up the mess while government engineers watch.
Yesterday, our photographer Anisur Rahman also saw military engineers lending a hand
and reported that the road was in real danger.

Special alert
From Page 1

points.

Twenty-one people died yes-
terday from drowning, snake
bite and electrocution in the
country, raising the flood re-
lated death toll to 631, said the
control room of the Relief Min-

istry.

lKrﬂ:&lth Directorate said di-
arrhoea claimed another 14
people and 8,312 more were at-
tacked in 24 hours till noon

yesterday. With this, the death
toll from diarrhoea rose to 134.

Apart from the Padma and
Mahananda, the Sitalakhya at
Narayanganj also crossed the
previous highest record in a
century and was flowing 6.92
metre above the danger mark.

The Buriganga and Turag,

"now flowing 6.92 metres and
7.61 metres above their respec-
tive d. levels, will further
rise by 24 cm and 29 cm by 6 am
on September 11.

According to Reliefl Ministry
control room, the districts
where the situation aggravated
further yesterday are: Dhaka,
Narayanganj. Munshiganj.
Manikganj. Narsingdi. Gazipur
Madaripur. Faridpur, Shariat-
pur, Rajbari, Gopalganj, My-
mensingh, Jamalpur, Sherpur,
Kishoreganj, Tangail, Kuri-
gram, Gaibandha, Rajshahi,
Naogaon. Chapainawabganj
Pabna, Sirajgan). Bogra,
Comilla, Brahmanbaria,
Chandpur, Habiganj. Noakhali,
Laxmipur, Barisal and Kushtia.

The FFWC, predicting slow
improvement of flood situa-
tion, said "but it all depends on
the phenomenon of nature.”

It. however, said: "Since the
rainfall and the inflow at the
upper catchment area seems
better, the recession of flood
water depends on the tidal effect
at the estuary of the country.”

Shantu Larma
From Page 1|

give a reply to the letter shortly.

He reiterated that the PCJSS
would not change its position as
regards the RC. "] want full im-
plementation of the CHT peace
agreement.”

Replying to a question he,
however, said that no meeling
of the PCJSS was held yet to re-
view the situation.

'Dhaka's election as NAM chairman |

for next term a rare honour’

Foreign Secretary Mustafi-
zur Rahman yesterday said
Bangladesh's election as
Chairman of the 114-member
Non-Aligned Movement [NAM)
for next term is a unique and
rare honour for the country.

The 12th NAM Summit, held
in Durban of South Africa from
September 2-3, unanimously
decided to hold the next summit
of the Movement in Dhaka and
confer the Chairmanship on
Bangladesh.

is is a reflection of confi-
dence and trust by Least Devel-
oped Countries in Bangladesh,”
Rahman told UNB at his office,
He said the election of

Bangladesh as the Chairman of *

NAM. the second | sl organ-
isation after the United Na-
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lief 1s being distributed through
the official channel and there is
no scope for politicisation of
the relief operation.”

" He also niled out the demand
for setting up an all party relief
committee raised by the oppo-
sition.

Kibria claimed that relief is
reaching the furthest corners of
the country and food is reach-
ing people where it is needed be-
cause of the method applied by
the government.

Speaking on the donors' re-
sponse, the minister said the

S has committed food aid of
four lakh metric tons while
Australia announced 50,000
metric tons of food aid in addi-
tion to similar amount of nor-
mal aid.

The World Food Programme
has pledged to provide 2.22 lakh
MT wliille private importers
have imported 3.5 MT in the
last two months.

Canada is ex ted to an-
nounce its contribution in a
couple of days, he said.

Food and culture Minis-
ter Matia Chowdhury told
newsmen thal the first US food

| aid consignment is expected to

tions, means a lot lor the coun-

i esh as the next NAM
Chairman will lead the LDCs
and project their problems and
concerns al different global fo-
rums.

The foreign secretary said

adesh was chosen because
of her impartial, uncontrover-
sial and forward-looking role
and for her acceptability to all.
adesh will now be in-
volved in all activities of NAM.
As per convention, all decisions
of the Movement are taken in
consultation with the past, cur-
rent and future Chairmen of the
organisation.

There is also a convention Lo
form a “Trolka” with all these
three Chairmen {(or smoolh
conduct of the NAM activities,

- Donors urged

arrive by end of September. She
said more supplies will start
coming from October.

Outlining the government's
reliel activities, he said the fi-
nance minis has allocated
an additional five crore in
cash and 45,000 metric tons of
rice.

Twenty-five lakh people will
be given cards under the wvul-
nerable group feeding (VGF)
programme, she said adding
that half the cards have alr
been distributed. Some 107
metiric tons of rice have been al-

located for the VGF p s
Under graluitous relm
MT rice has been allocated, she
noted. .

The minister also said Tk
five crore has been allocated for
house building in the flood af-
fected areas and another Tk 12
crore will soon be allocated for
the pu . For agriculture re-
habilitation, Tk 21.56 crore has
been allocated and two lakh
tonnes of fertiliser will be im-
ported.

"We are lalking about reha-
bilitation of the flood-hit pro-
jects with the donors.” Kibria
said. "We have requested them
to rehabilitate their own pro-
jects.”

From Page )

that massive agri-rehabilita-
tion programmes including
disbursement of Tk 3,270 crore
agriculture loan that entails Tk
1,535 crore crop loans have
been taken up by the govern-
ment to cope up with the dam-
age caused to crops and w
bles by the devastating flood.

The public sector commer-
cial banks, Krishi Bank and
other financial Institutions
have already been directed to
implement the post-flood agri-
rehabilitation programmes,
she added.

Hasina said that after reces-
sion of flood waters, final as-
sessment would be made and
fresh programmes would be

taken up accordingly.
The Prime :ﬁnlst:r said

that rt?gsment of agri-loan
durin 7-98 financial year
as well as before occurrence of
floed in 1998-99 fiscal would be
mpan:d. Besides new -

would also be given to the
flood-hit farmers during the
current fiscal, she sald and
added that instead of repaying
the loan next year, they re-
pay this loan under a resched-

uled pnﬁ:a.mm:.
I Shei Hasina said, those

who were made homeless by the

flood would get in get-
ting loan fmﬁ mt{mil nlm
fund. In addition, the poor

marginal farmers as well as
people affected by river erosion
would be rehabilitated under
‘Ashrayan Prokalpa' and
‘Adarshya Gram Prokalpa'.
The Prime Minister said
that necessary loans would be

ﬂmvided for rehabilitation of

shing projects which were
dam by the flood. She told
the Jatiya Sangsad that the
government have already allot-
ted Tk 20.31 crore as subsidy
against chemical fertilisers
while Tk 8.59 lakh have been
allocated for building up a stock
of paddy seedlings.

The Prime Minister told the
Jatiya Sangsad that a Taka 10-
crore scheme has been taken to
rehabilitate the water supply,
sanitation and sewerage system
of Dhaka metropolis which

have been heavily damaged
flood waters. o

She informed the House that
the Public Health Engineerin
Department has so far repair
45,174 tubewells while levels of
18.029 tubewells were raised
and 16,842 tubewells were made
germ-free.,

Schemes would be taken, she
said, for installation of 43,200

new tube wells, r of 20,000
disordered tu and set up
of 100 village sanitation cen-

ters and renovation of 100 such
centres.

Em';&hcié:hh [-tluinn told the

gsad that necessary steps
have been taken to prevent out-
break of water-borne diseases
like- diarrhoea. She informed
the House that 4,088 medical
teams are wv.lu:nrku!ggI round the
clock to render cares to the

The Minister said the
educational institutions which

have already been affected or
whose students were affected,
have been made relief centres

PM: $889m foreign aid sought_'

and the schools were declared
closed. The renovation works of
these educational institutions
would start immediately after
the assessment of exact damage.

She said that Tk 10 crore has
been allocated for repairing of
damaged embankments on
emergency basis while immedi-
ate, short-term and long-term
schemes have also been pre-
pared to rehabilitate and repair
railways and roads.

The Prime Minister said
that owing to devastating flood
the import of foodgrains in the
current fiscal has been raised to
six lakh metric tonnes from
targeted three lakh metric
tonnes. Besides, she said, to met
the food shortage, a commit-
ment of four 1 metric tonnes
of wheat was recelved from US-
AID and another 1700 metric
tonnes from Italy,

Winding up a lengthy dis-
cussion on the country's flood
situation, the Prime Minister

ed the nation to get united at

‘this hour of natural disaster’
and help the distressed human-
ity sinking political differ-
ences.
"This is not the time to find
fault with others. This is the
time for all of us to stand unit-
edly beside the distressed peo-
ple. Let us help the hapless with
whatever we have," the Leader
of the House said.

"Let us work t:ﬂuther and
rm}r to Almighty Allah to pro-
ect us from the prolonged
calamity,” Hasina said in her

30-minute speech.
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Instalment facility available
only for purchases above Tk, 5,000

Transcom Electronics Limited Lﬁmww

Officzal licensee of Phiips Becoronscs MLV for ighung products, radio and TV seus

Dhaka ; 815307-10, 819625-9 Ctg. : 716353, 713578

=  PHILIPS

Khuina : 720304, Bogra : 6215

| BNP observes

hartal in

greater Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Segt 8: A half-day
hartal, called by BNP in four
districts of Sylhet division, was
observed peacefully.
BNP called the hartal
rotesting filing of 'false cases’
the government against the
arty chairperson Begum
aleda Zia, former finance
minister Saifur Rahman and

' CID takes up KMP _
malkhana theft case

| man fl

other senior BNP leaders.
During the hartal, all modes

of vehicles were off the roads

while no classes were held in

| educational institutions.

Attendance in private and
overnment offices was thin.
usiness establishments re-

mained closed. Trains and Bi-
ts, however, operated
as usual,

There was no report of any

. untoward incident during the

|

{

. T —

J

hartal.
The Sylhet District BNP held

a rally at Court Point of the
town during hartal.

JU students
withdraw

gherao programme
By JU Correspondent

- Students of Jahangirnagar
University (JU) withdrew
ghemn uﬁmgranmm of the Vice-

hancellor's residence yester-
day following the VC's assur-
ance of their security on the
campus and publication of re-
port of the 'Fact Finding Com-
mittee’ on rapes on the campus
on 13.

The 30-hours stu-
dents under the banner ol Gen-
eral Students Unity (GSU)
started from 4 pm Monday.

The VC came out of his resi-
dence at around 9:45 last night
and assured the students that he
would take sufficient measures
lo prevent any untoward inci-
dent an the campus,

He sald that the university
Syndicate would meet on
September 13 to review the Fact
Finding Committee report.

WASA to supply

water by boats

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka WASA will start sup-
plying drinking water by boats
to the flood affected people in
the city’s submerged areas from
this morning.

WASA said yesterday that 10
of tts water pumps were shut
down due to the deluge resulting
in serious crisis of drinking wa-
ter in Magbazar, Pearabagh,
Madhubagh, Khilgaon, Ram-
pura, Gulshan, Pragoti Sarani
and other adjacent areas.

A WASA official said that
water could be supplied to most
of these areas by normal mo-
torised vehicles but, for certain
other areas boats are the only
option.

WASA is going to supply wa-
ter in big ﬁlasuc containers by
boats to the worst-hit areas in
Basabo, Kadamtala, Mirbagh,
Meradia, Ashkona. Mirer
Chala, Anandanagar, Nandi-
para, Goran, Bonasri and Khil-

gaon.

Khaleda

From Page |

countability in distribution of
reliel, she said.

She also appealed to the
donor countries and interna-
tional agencies to provide lib-
eral assistance to save the mil-
lions of flood affected people.

In her 50-minute speech, Be-
gum Zia forwarded a set of sug-
gestions to the government to
overcome the difficulties and
for post-flood rehabilitation.

She demanded that Tk 6.000
crore be given to farmers as soft
loans and necessary inputs be
supplied free of cost.

gum Zia criticised the gov-
ernment for its delay to seek
foreign help for the flood vic-
tims. She said despite prior
warning the party in power
looked indifferent to the flood
situation.

International response to
the Emrcmmcnt's appeal is slow
as the donors "have no trust in
this government,” she said.

"Had there been an all-party
relief committee, the donors
would have felt confident that
their aid will be used properly
for the alfected people. Donors
are now distributing their aids
through NGOs instead of the
government.”

The BNP chairperson. how-
ever, said: "We can't live on for-
eign aid, we'll have to undertake
massive rehabilitation pro-

mme after the flood to grow
ood and creale employment.”

About the food aid by foreign
countiries, the Opposition
Leader said food deficit cannot
be met by it alone. What is im-
portant is to give financial in-
centives to farmers for increas-
ing production of food to face
the situation.

Beéegum Zia suggested that
loans should be given to poul
farms, weavers, and small an
cottage industries affected by
the flood.

She also demanded more
VGF cards and extensive Food
for Works programme after the
flood. She as the govern-
ment to ensure adequate medj-
care so that the flood victims
could be protected from water
borme diseases.

| from his p

From Staﬂ‘ Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 8: The CID
has taken up investigation of
the case of theft in the KMP
malkhana police sources said

tnd:‘y.

urul Huda, Additional IG
(CID) of Police visited the
malichana K:stcrda ;

Du the visit, Nurul Huda
expressed his dissatisfaction
over the "gross i ties” in
the KMP administration.

"He also took note of the
haphazard condition of the
malkhana, and freestyle
movement of outsiders with
prisoners in the court hajat”,
one source said.

The Additional 1G also in-
terrogated CSI Majejul Islam
and constable Jalaluddin, both
accused In the theft case. They
are now in CID custody.

ASP Igbal Ahmed of CID was
made the 10 of the case today.

Additional Secretary in the
Ministry of Home Affairs M A
Rob also visited the malkhana
today. He also expressed dissat-
isfaction at the maintenance of

CU teachers to
boycott classes
today

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 8: The
Chittagong University Teach-
ers' Association (CUTA) has de-
cided to boycott all classes to-
morrow protesting Shibir's at-
tack on the university teachers'
bus and shuttle train.

According to a press release
signed by Prof Hamida Banu,
President of the association,
today, CUTA will also hold a
rally wearing black badges on
the campus protesting Shibir's
violence.

Earlier, Shibir damaged five
CU teachers’ buses during their
on going siege programine,

The university shuttle train
remained out of service till to-
day. The Railway authorities
suspended the university shut-
tle train frommn on September 6
after a train driver was kid-
napped and an assistant driver
was. att t;y Shibir activists
on September 5.

Meanwhile, Shibir extended
its siege programme on the
campus for an indefinite period
after observing a day-long
strike in greater Chittagong
yesterday.

In a related development,
Bangladesh Chhatra ague
(BCL) protested the authorities’
decision to ban all political
rallies and processions on the
campus. In a press release

signed by Mohammad Kalim,
General Secretary of the BCL
university unit. declared that it
will ignore the ban.

Milk vita

From Page 1

But the prolonged flood has
made colossal damage to the
dairy farms, with the cows fail-
ing to E‘ve the required gquantity
of milk as they are suffering
from malnutrition and other
diseases.

Official sources said about
2.50.000 cattles have been liv-
ing without sufficient food for
over two months as flood wa-
ters have inundated the farms.

registers and alamats (evidence
in casesl.

Meanwhile, the five-member
probe bady headed by Addi-
tional Police Commissioner
Ehanan ay F;adrker is learn to

ave su tted its to
lice commissioner rcportmﬂmpn-

Islam.

Another probe body headed
by Additional DIG Khulna
Range Mozammel Huq has been
formed. It is expected to submit
its report on the incident
shortly.

The sources said that the ac-
cused are still denying their in-
volvement in the incident in
which a large member of
firearms, ammunition and
other alamats were stolen from
the malkhana Friday night. A
highly placed source in KMP
when contacted today, did not
rule out the possibility of the
AC (prosecution) being char%d
for negligence in checking the
malkhana registers as rule,

Two former CSls Robindra
Nath and Mokhlesur Rahman
have also been asked to appear
before probe bodies.

The sources said no stolen
firearm and ammunition could
be recovered till today.

US-Bangladesh
joint military
exercise may

begin Saturday

The US-Bangladesh joint
military exercise is ted to
begin on Saturday, diplomatic
sources told UNB y.

Two C-130 US aircraft along
with 40 to 50 personnel from
the US Air Force Reserve Unit
will arrive in the city on Satur-
day. they said.

Besides, an advance team of
the US forces was due in the city
last night.

The one-week exercise,
would focus on enhancing the
capability of Bangladesh to
cope with natural disasters like
flood and cyclone.

Asked about the possibility
of US forces' joining in the res-
cue and reliefl operation during
the ongoifig flood, the sources
said, the matter is being worked
out by the two governments.

The US forces may conduct
both training and rescue and re-
lief operation during their stay
in the country.

OIC envoys to
help provide aid

for flood victims

GENEVA, Sept 8: The group
of OIC ambassadors in Geneva
meeting this week expressed
their sympathy and solidarity
with the government and people
of Bangladesh in view of the
current devastating floods, re-
ports BSS.

This was announced on be-
half of the grm#) bg its Chair-
man. Ambassador Sheikh Fa-
had al Thani of Qatar.

The Bangladesh Ambassador
in Geneva, Dr Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury, briefed the OIC
ambassadors in Geneva on the
latest flood situation.

It was decided that the am-
bassadors would report to their
governments recommending
assistance.

From Page 1

and that there had been prece-
dence of giving priority to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
hefore a minister.

His treasury bench counter-
part, Abul Hasnat Abdullah,
suggested that the deputy oppo-
sition leader should not get pri-
ority over a cabinet minister in
the presence of the Leader of the
Opposition. This made the BNP
members furious for which the
Speaker had to shout -- Order,
order ...

The Speaker then promised
to go by the warrant of prece-
dence and explained that the
Opposition leader enjoys the
status of a minister while the

deputy opposition leader that of

a state minister. But the la-
nation failed to the appease the
opposition members who burst
into anger.

At this stage, the Speaker ad-
journed the House for five min-
utes, which ultimately lasted
for 23 minutes, to facilitate a
negotiation' between the two
sides at his office. During the

break, senior leaders of both
arties were found crossing the
Hmr to talk to each other,

Back in the House, the
Speaker announced his failure
to settle the discord. "1 wanted a
negotiated settlement on the
sensitive matter, but I've failed.
Therefore, I'll have to exercise
my authority.”

Seeking cooperation f[rom
all, a smiling Speaker started:
"May Allah help me”. Opposi-
tion leader, Khaleda Zia only
advised him to "act neutrally”,
The Chair chose to drop both
.;fmd went straight to the Leader

the sition.

Eutc:]pnquhefnr: consulting the
senior leaders nlt; both nldc:h The

aker sought suggestions
fron munmg:g Shaikh
Razzak All, and former Deputy

An unnecessary battle

Leader of the ﬂxggsmnn For-
eign Minister us Samad
Azad.

The two debated for a while,
harping on the warrant of
precedence. The Speaker also
intervened at times trying to in-
terpret the warrant of prece-
dence.

At this stage, Leader of the
House and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina stood up to
comment that none should dic-
tate the Chair on who he should
allow to speak and when.

To end the matter amicably,
thumping came from bot
benches when the Speaker an-
nounced Khaleda Zia's name,
followed by Sheikh Hasina.

Deportees
From Page 1

sent to jail when they arrived at
the Zia International Airport
on September 1.

Police has already sought
permission from the Speaker to
arrest the two MPs for further
investigation of the case. "We
are walting for the Speaker's

ermission’, a hiﬁ?l}r place po-
ice official told The Daily Star
yesterday.

Rubel murder

From Page 1

The handwriting on the "chit’
resembles the samples of
Mukuli Begum's handwriting
collected by the CID, the sources
said. Handwﬁun%nf the prin-
cipal accused, AC Akram, on
the chit was confirmed earlier.

The 'chit’ was recovered by
CID from the session of
Hayatul Islam Thakur, one of
the accused in custody.

The people involved In get-
ting Rubel arrested and the mo-
tive behind it is likely to be ex-
posed soon, CID officials said.



