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Asian Youth soccer

Do or die
at Doha

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh will take on
South Korea in their ulti-
mate group B clash of the 8th
Asian Youth under-16 football
championship at the Al-Sadd
Stadium in Doha, Qatar,
tonight.

e match, a important
one for Bangladesh to keep
their semi-final hopes alive,
will kick off at 11:15 pm BST.

Bangladesh made a promis-
ing start in the ten-team final
round with a 1-1 draw against
defending champions Oman at
the same venue on September 3.
But were beaten 0-2 by Bahrain
on Saturdad.y.

: Bangladesh will play their
ast group match against Japan
on September ll]'.Elg

PM’s flood relief fund
Chattala Cup
at Ctg

Sports Reporter

Premier Division league
champions Muktijoddha Sang-
sad will take on Chittagong Mo-
hammedan Sporting in the in-
augural match as the four-team
"Chattala Cup”, organised
{:’Jinﬂgcl:{ the Bangladesh Foot-

all eration and the Chit-
tagong District Sports Associa-
tion to raise fund for the flood
victims, begins at the Chit-
tagong Abdul Aziz Stadium to-
morrow. The match will kick
off at 5:30 pm .

Four teams, Muktijoddha
Sangsad of Dhaka and three
Chittagong-based teams, Mo-
hammedan Sporting. Abahani
Krira Chakra and Regensea
Club will take t in the robin
league, from which the two top
finishers will qualify for the
September 15 final.

The gate money of the tour-
nament will be donated to the
Prime Minister's Relief fund.

KL cautions
newsmen

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7:
The foreign media were warned
Monday not to cloud their cov-
erage of the Commonwealth
Games with details of the coun-

hrg‘ political upheaval, reports

Hundreds of journalists are
arriving here to cover the 16
Commonwealth Games, which

begin Friday. But they likely
will also focus on ousted deputy
rime minister Anwar

brahim, who is also the former
finance minister.

Anwar was sacked last week
on allegations of sexual mis-
conduct and leaking state se-
crets.

Minister of Information
Mohamed Rahmant said he was
not pleased by the reports of
some foreign media.

"Their reports are politically
inclined and aimed solely at
toppling the government lead-
ership,” the national news
agency Bernama reported Mo-
hamccg as saying.

“They had big ambitions to
topple the Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad and bring up
the Deputy Prime Minister An-
war Ibrahim. Actually they
have failed,” he said.

The minister also warned -

local and foreign journalists to
wear the press accreditation
cards issued by the Information
Department when covering of-
ficial events.

Mohamed complained that
some foreign journalists were
not wearing them when cover-
ing official functions. What he
declined to mention was that it
can take up to a year to get a
press card issued by his min-
istry.

Mohamed said that were
about 50 local journalists
working with foreign news
agencles.

C’wealth Games
Tickets yet to
start selling

KAULA LUMPUR, Sept 7:
Hundreds of people wanting to
buy tickets for the Common-
wealth Games have found the
ticket booth closed, a newspa-
per said Sunday, reports AP,

The official ticket agent,
Ticket Express Sdn Bhd, was to
begin selling tickets last Tues-
day, the Sunday Star rted.

But. a Ticket Xpress
spokesman told the paper that
the company was facing a
shortage of telephones lines
and power sn.:lppl_',r at the booth,
the paper said.

The Games' openin
mony is scheduled
though some events such as
field hockey start Wednesday.

"We need adequate telephone
lines before we can install the
computers to keep track of
ticket sales, and they are not
ready yet,” the paper quoted the
spokesman as saying,

A Ticket Express official,
Tengku Jamalludin Tengku
Bakar, said ticket booths at the
various stadiums were likely to
open Monday.

Meanwhile the national
news agency Bernama said it
had received complaints from
the public that food sold at the
Games' main sports complex
was exorbitantly priced.

cere-
riday,
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A band plays in downpour at the full-dress rehearsal of the

Lumpur.

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7
(Reuters/ Internet): Common-
wealth Games officials decided
on Monday to press ahead with
the event's glittering opening
ceremony even if there is a re-
peat of trppical rain that dis-
rupted the gala's dress re-
hearsal.

A Games official said con-
sideration was given to puttin?
off the opening ceremony i
there should be another down-
pour on Friday night, bul or-
Fanisers believed lessons they
earned from Sunday night's
deluge would allow them to go
ahead whatever the conditions.

Malaysian Sports Minister
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin said
after the drenched rehearsal
that organisers were prepared
to delay the much anticipated
ceremony., which is expected to
draw more than 100,000 people.

"Luckily for us the athletics
events will only start on
September 16. This means we
wiﬁ have four days to hold the
performance.” he told reporters.

But a review on Monday
convinced officials that mea-
sures such as drilling holes in
the ground to drain away water
quickly would solve the prob-
lem.

"We look like being lucky
anyway.,” a Games spokesman
told the news agency. "The long
range weather forecast is for
some rain in the afternoon but
clear for the evening.”

Rain or shine, if will g0 on

As the countdown continued
to the opening of the first
Commonwealth Games in Asi-
a’'s tropical heat, athletes wor-
ried not about too much water
but not enough liquid. ,

"Everyone is drinking water
like crazy,” the spokesman
said.

Canadian swimmer Nicole
Davey said competitors were
doing everything possible to ac-
climatise as quickly as possi-
ble.
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"We drink. drink. drink wa-
ter. We somietimes put salt in
our walter bottles. It helps us re-
tain water,” he said.

Australian swimmers,
favoured to carry off the most
gold and other medals at the
16th Commonwealth Games by
the time they end on September
21. were also on their guard
aFainst stomach trouble that
often accompanies hot weather.

Team nutritionist Louise
Burke has put the nation's

lamour swimmers on a low
osage medication of antibi-
olics as a precaution.

"We have to waltch for dehy-
dration and travellers trots.”
she told.

A total of 37 of the 69 na-
tions have checked into the
Games village on the outskirts
of Kuala Lumpur with barely a
sign of Malaysia’'s economic
and pelitical turmoil disrupt-
ing preparations.

"The prophets of doom. both
within the country and abroad,
who had been casting a pall
over the Games with talks of
haze and drought, may have to
eat humble pie as all prepara-
tions point towards a greal
Games.” the Star newspaper
said in a front page article.

Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad, who is manoeuvring
his way through upheaval in
his ruling party after firing his
finance minister and deputy
Anwar Ibrahim last week,
plans to find the time on
Wednesday to attend a final
dress rehearsal for Friday's
hour-long opening ceremony.
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KUALA LUMPUR,

. Sept 7 (Reuters/

. Internet): Aus-

| tralia will miss

| I‘Eﬁspinn:r Shane

- e arne but start as

gold medal favourites when

cricket makes a half-hearted

Commonwealth Games debut in
Kuala Lumpur this week.

Australia, New Zealand and
Zimbabwe are the only teams
playin% their best sides in the
16th Commonwealth Games,
while other leading teams, Pak-
istan, South Africa, Sri Lanka
and India have kept most of
their top players out of the one-
day tournament.

England are not here at all,
having chosen not to take part
in the 50-over tournament
which has not been granted of-
ficial international status by
the International Cricket
Council.

West Indies are represented
only partially -- as separate
teams from Jamaica, Barbados

and Antigua.

The games officially start on
Friday, but the cricket competi-
tion begins two days earlier and

} is scheduled to be played at six

Aussies

SACHIN - fain attraction:

aim at

or more untested grounds where
the authorities have promised
international quality wickets.

They switched from two
decades of largely using artifi-
cial turf. much easier to main-
tain in the tropical heat of
IMalajrsia. to grass wickets only
ast .

ost of India's stars will be
in Canada, where they play
arch-rival Pakistan in an an-
nual battle of prestige, the Sa-
hara Cup, which clashes with
the September 11-21 Common-
wealth Games,

But trump-card Sachin Ten-
dulkar, one of the world's top
batsmen. will be in Malaysia to
fulfil India's promise of sending
formidable teams to both tour-
naments.

Tendulkar battered Warne
on his home unds in Aus-
tralia's tour of India which
ended early this year.

But the chance of them
clashing in neutral Malaysian
territory evaporated as Warne
is still not back in the reckon-
ing after undergoing surgery for
a potentially career-ending
shoulder injury.

Despite Tendulkar's pres-
ence, India, led by all-rounder
Ajay Jadeja, face a tough fight
as they are locked in the same

up as an Australian side

und to start with confidence
having batting twins Steve and
Mark Waugh in the line up.

But the Australians have
lost quick bowler Glen Mc-
Grath, who missed the Indian
tour with an Injury, after he
broke down in practice with a

oin injury that may also rule

im out of the Australian tour
of Pakistan that follows the
Garmnes.

The 16 teams are split into
four round-robin groups and
unlf( the top side in each group
will qu for the semifinals.

New Zealand's strong batting
line-up, includin tephen
Fleming and Nathan Astle
could throw up surprises. They
appear much stronger than

group rivals Pakistan, packed

with virtual unknowns. :
World champions Sri Lanka

have also decided to send a team

he gold

full of new caps and face a tough
challenge from a top-grade
Zimbabwean line-up.

South Africa. led by Shaun
Pollock and assisted by Jacques
Kallis and Adam Bacher, seem

to have the easiest groups and

should sail easily into the semi-
finals.

Bangladesh, Kenya. Canada.
Malaysia, Scotland and North-
ern Ireland make up the likely
also-rans. But Kenya, with lin-
gering memories of a World Cup
upset over West Indies, would be
worth watching.

GROUPING

Group A: Sri Lanka,.
Malaysia, Jamaica, Zimbabwe.

Group B: Australia, Canada,
Antigua, India

Group C: South Africa,
Northern Ireland, Bangladesh,

Barbados.
Group D: Pakistan. Scot-

land, Kenya and New Zealand.

16th Commonwealth Games' opening ceremony in Kuala

—Internet photo
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62 by Leicestershire
James Ormond (4-12

About 500 million
viewers worldwide are expected

another crown

LONDON, Sept 7 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Wasim Akram's Lan-
cashire could land their second
En%ish county one-day title in
24 hours on Monday.

The Pakistani all-rounder
captained Lancashire to the 60
overs NatWest Trophy on Sun-
day when they trounced Der-
byshire by nine wickets in the
Lord's final. and they could fol-
low that by clinching the 40
overs Sunday League crown.

Lancashire need to win one
of their two remaining league
matches to be certain of the ti-
tie. and they play fifth-placed
Hamsphire at Old Trafford on
Monday.

Nearest rivals Essex. who
had led the table for much of the
season. sullered a second suc-
cessive defeat on Sunday which
left them four points behind
Lancashire with only one game
-- worth four points to the win-
ners -- still to play.

Essex lost to Notting-
hamshire by 51 runs in a criti-
cal game at Chelmsford.

Needing 193 to win, Essex
managed only 141 for nine after
all the recognised batsmen
failed.

Only pace bowler Ashley
Cowan made any impact, hit-
ting an unbeaten 40 and putting
on 52 for the last wicket in an
unbroken stand with England
off-spinner Peter Such.

Victory gave eighth-placed
Notts hope of qualilying tor the
first dhivision of the new limited
overs National League next sea-
son by linishing in the top half
of the 18-team table,

There was a rare league win
for Surrey, who beat Kent by 41
runs at the Oval. Surrey made
183 for eight. then bowled ouit
the visitors for 142, England
one-day all-rounder Adam Hol-
lioake taking four for 18.

Surre]y have won only two of
their 16 league matches and are
certain to {inish bottom of the
table.

Middlesex were skittled for
ace_ pair
and Jon
Dakin (3-18). whose side won by
160 runs. It is the lowest score

of the season in the competi-
Lion,

C’wealth live
on television

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7:
television

to watch the 1998 Common-
wealth Games, the host broad-
caster said Monday, reports AP.

Australia, Britain, New
Zealand, South Africa, Canada
and Star TV had bought rights
to broadcast the Games live
from Wednesday until Sept. 21,

Lancs poised for

I

BONN, Sept 7
(Reuters/ Inter-
Eetl: Be;t:d ‘:;ugtu

as step own
as Germany's soc-
cer coach, the
German Soccer Federation
(DFB) said on Monday.

Vogts had been under fire
since Germany's shock World
Cup quarter-final defeat by
Croatia in France.

A DFB spokesman said
Vogts, 51, made his decision af-
ter a telephone conversation
with DFB president Egidius
Braun.

His successor will be ap-
Bcinlcd as soon as possible, the

FB said in a statament.

Germany, playing their first
matches since their World Cup
exit, failed to shine in two
friendlies last week in Malta. A
narrow midweek win over
lightweights Malta followed by
a tame 1-1 draw with Romania
on Saturday went down badly
with the critics.

Vogts, who played 96 times
for his country, was appointed
national coach in 1990 after
West Germany won the World
Cup for the third time. His
biggest achievement came in
1996 when Germany won the
European championship in
England.

; House-1/A, Road-4, Sector-4, Uttara
Mode Town, Dhaka. @: 017-534008

Rhanmondi Center: 7-13 Satmasjid Road (4th floor),

on Monday showed, 72 per
of EE.ﬂgg}‘ fans polled said they

wanted Vogts
Shortly

World Cup exit, RTL had asked

their viewers if they wanted

to go.
after Germany's
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Vogts finally steps down

Vogts to stay in charge. Just

over 50 per cent said did.
"Berti, how long still?" read

the front page headline of Bild.

" The report said Germany had

plaﬂcd "awful football”.
8 cast aside his old guard
after France '98 but opted for

adual change and named only
three uncapped players in his
starting line-ups for the two
friendlies -- midfielders Chris-
tian Nerlinger and Stefan Bein-
lich and defender Marko
Rehmer.

"Not that way, Berti,” said
soccer magazine Kicker, criti-
cising Vrglgls for uptmg for a
flat-four defence instead of the
traditional German system
with a libero and two stoppers.

The usually circumspect
Vogts gambled by recalling
controversial midfielder Stefan
Effenberg, who had not played
for Germany since being sent
home from the 1994 World Cup
finals after making an obscene
gesture to German .

Effenberg took care of the
playmaking duties with author-
ity against Malta but looked
cc;mp etely lost against Roma-
nia.

"I know | didn't play well,”
Effenberg said. "I have to anal-
yse why it went wrong. 1 still
need time to adapt.”

~ Second Division football league

Better late than never

Sports Reporter

The much-awaited Second
Division football league, which
last year was not held because
of ground problems, will get un-
der way at the Mirpur Stadium
from next Friday.

Sixteen teams  including
T&T Club and Jatrabari Krira
Chakra, who were promoted,
and Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangstha and PWD Sports Club,
who were relegated from First
Division in 1996. will take part
in the single league which is
scheduled to end on October 23.

Although the Dhaka
Metropolitan Football League
Committee, organisers of the
league, have scheduled only one

match, that between Sadharan
Bima KS and Jatrabari KC, on
the inaugural daw three
matches, two at the Mirpur Sta-
dium and one at the Army Sta-

dium, will be played from day }

two onwards.

Teams: Sadharan Bima KS,
PWD SC, Gandaria Famous SC,
The Muslim Institute, City
Club, Little Friends Club, Ju-
rain Janata Club, Basabo Tarun
Sangha, Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha, Prantik Krira Chakra,
Mahakhali Ekadash. Avijatrik
Malibagh, Adamjee SCC, BG
EIEESS' T&T Club and Jatrabari

FIRST WEEK FIXTURE

Date Match Time Venne
Sep 11 Sadharan Bima KS v Jatrabari KC  2.30 pm [ Mirpur Stadium)
Sep 12 PWD SC v T&T Club 2:30 pm

Gandaria Famous v BG Press 4:30 pm (Mirpur Stadium)

Muslim Institute v Adamjee SCC 3 pm (Army Stadium]
Sep 13 City Club v Avijatrik Malibagh 2:30 pm

Little Friends Club v Mahakhali XI 4:30 pm (Mirpur Stadium)

Jurain Janata v Prantik KC 3 pm (Army Stadium)
Sep 14 Basabo TS v Eskaton S5 2:30 pm

Sadharan Bima KS v T&T Club 4:30 pm [ Mirpur Stadium)

PWD SC v BG Press 3 pm [Army Stadium)
Sep 15 Gandaria Famous v Adamjee SCC  2:30 pm

Muslim Institute v Avijatrik Malibagh 4:30 pm (Mirpur Stadium)

City Club v Mahakhali X1 3 pm (Army Stadium)
Sep 16 Little Friends Club v Prantik KC 2:30 pm

Jurain Janata v Eskaton 55 4.30 pm (Mirpur Stadium)

Basabo TS v Jatrabari KC 3 pm (Army Stadium)
Sep 17 PWD SC v Adamjee SCC 2:30 pm '

Sadharan Bima KS v BG Press 4:30 pm (Mirpur Stadium)

Gandaria Famous v Avijatrik Malibagh 3 pm

PARIS, Sept 7
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): France's
humbling 1-1
draw with Iceland
in their European
championship opener drew
some vitriolic criticism in the
French media on Monday.

France Soir said the world
champions had narrowly
avoided shame in Saturday's
match in Reykjavik.

"After the fantastic interlude
of the World Cup. France are
back to where they started
from. They will have to fight
hard to qualify.”

Le Parisien said France's
confidence and authority had
already been questioned.

"The tireless efforts of Petit,
the ambition of Guivarc’h have
also been dearly missed by a

Mg
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Lancashire players jubilating with the NatWest Trophy after their triumph over Der-

byshire in the final at Lord's on September 6.

—AP/UNB photo

team struggling to find them-
selves.”

Le Figaro said that given
their new standing as world
champions, France had "ob-
tained the minimum wage” in
Reykjavik.

Despite the press criticism,

' ]
Lloyd's wish
LONDON, Sept 7: England

cricket coach David Lloyd,
"severely reprimanded” by En-
glish Cricket Board (ECB) last
week, insisted today that he was
determined to complete his con-
tract and revealed how public
support has helped him through
the controversy, reports AFP,

The reprimand came follow-
ing his comments about the le-

ality of Sri Lankan off-spinner
uttiah Muralitharan's action
and a public row with former
England batsman Geoffrey
rlzllnyr:utl. now a television pun-
it )

The warming from the ECB,
who branded Lloyd's comments
“insensitive," appeared to close
the matter.

But reports in some British
newspapers today suggested
Lloyd was deeply unhappy by
the board’'s failure to support
him.

Lloyd, appointed coach in
1996 and with a contract to the
end of next year's World Cup. is
understood to have considered
his position but after being
"overwhelmed"” by public sup-
port, decided to stay on.

"I'm looking forward to go-
ing to Bangladesh and Aus-
tralia with the full support of
the ECB," said Lloyd. "My con-
tract runs until the end of next
season and it is my wish to see
it out,

"f have been overwhelmed by
the support I have had from the’
members of the public — com-

‘plete strangers have been com-

ing upto me in the street and
slapping me on the back.”

[Army Stadiumu press release,

Champs face the

BKF picks 29
for camp

adesh Kabadi Federa-
tion (B has initially selected
29 players for long-term train-
ing to form a national squad for
the ensuing Asian Games to be
held in Bangkok in December,
reports UNB. !

The players are: Tariqul Is-
lam, Abdur Rouf. Meer Zulhash,
Badsha Miah, Ziaur Rahman,
Shahinoor Rahman, Zahidul
Islam, Shahidul Islam. Saheb
Ali, Al Mamun, Raisul Islam.
Moniruzzaman (Riflés).
Faruque Talukder, Mohammad
Qayyum, Abdur Rouf, Ashraful
Alam. Younus Ali, Kamrul Is-
lam, Abdul Awal (Police], Selim
Reza. Mamgir. Nurul Islam
(Ansars), Hatizur Rahman, Ab-
bas Ali, SM Siddique (Fire Ser-
vice], Omed Ali (Khulna), Mitu
(Narail), Rabiul Alam Robin

Ban

' (Rajshahi) and Kamruzzaman
* [Dinajpur).

Besides., a three-day open
trial will begin on September 14
at the Outer Stadium kabadi
court from 4 pm to 5:30 pm to

ick-up talented outside players
or the training.

The players, interested to
participate in the selection
trial, have been asked to send
their entry in a letter head of
their organisations/districts to
the training committee secre-
tary by September 13 at the
Kabadi Federation office.

The federation also selected
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury and
Amir Hossain Patwary as tech-
nical officials of Bangladesh
for the Asian Games.

Meanwhile the federation
also decided to donate Tk
25.000 to Krirangan Relief Fund
for the flood victims of
Bangladesh, according to a

music

new France coach Roger Leme-
rre admitted only to being "a
little bit disturbed by the re-
sult”.

He would not criticise the
standard of play, commitment,
qualities and "frame of mind”
of his players.

Lemerre's main concern was
the inability of his front men to
stafmp their authority on the
Eame -- a problem which dogged

rance repealedly during the
World Cup. .

“...our strikers were unable
to take the upper hand. It is as
simple as that,” Lemerre said.

"We had several opportuni-
ties but we failed to convert
them into goals.”

Looking ahead to next mon-
th's testing, qualilier against
Russia in Moscow, Lemerre said
his team must "show the same
qualities and the same style
which made us a winning team
lately”.

Delenders Laurent Blanc and
Marcel Desailly. who were both
suspended for the Iceland
match. and Emmanuel Petit,
who missed Saturdays game
because of a minor operation,
should return for the Russia
game.

“The ones I'll pick will have
to be undisputed first choice
players with their clubs, too,
whatever their talent,” Lemerre
said.

He did not think France
would be under added Er:ssure
in Moscow because of their poor
showing against Iceland.

"We are always under pres-
sure and even more so since we
became world champions,”

Lemerre said.
France drew some consola-

tion from the fact that other
World Cup sides such as Spain,
Croatia and England lost quali-
fiers over the weekend.

"They confirmed what we
knew, that it is difficult to
bounce back after a big event,”
said ‘Lemerre. "They also
warned us that European
championship qualifiers are
very demanding contests."



