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Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury yesterday appealed
to all the members of parlia-
ment to stand beside the dis-
tressed people in the flood-af-
fected areas, reports BSS.

Welcoming the members at
the commencement of the 10th
session of the seventh Parlia-
ment, Speaker described the
current floods as devastatin
and said it had already engulf
the country and hit the na-
tional 11'1“-.: haﬁ. ” &t

He ho at the people o
the mun;r::yd would tackle the
situation with courage and for-
titude as they have done in the
past.

Earlier, the Speaker chaired
a meeting of the Business Advi-
sory Comiittee of the Jatiya
Sangsad.

e meeting discussed the
duration and businesses of the
House and decided unanimously
to make the current session as
brief as possible so. that the
members of the house could
stand by the flood-affected
people.

Members of the committee
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
De%lgy Leader of the House and
LG and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman, Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad.
Industries and Commerce Min-
ister Tofail Ahmed, Chief Whip
Abul Hasanat Abdullah, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Uplgositiun Chief Whip Khon-
dakar Delwar Hossain, Mo-
hammad Saifur Rahman, Ad-
vocate Mohammad Rahmat Ali,
and Kazi Shamsur Rahman at-

Kh Mosharraf and
Jinnah granted
anticipatory bail

By Staff Correspondent

Former minister Dr Khand-
ker Mosharraf Hossain MP and
MA Jinnah, founder editor of
Dainik Dinkal, were granted
anticipatory bail yesterday in
two separate cases.

According to a press release,
the Vacation Bench of the High
Court issued a rule upon the
government to show cause as to
-why Dr Mosharraf Hossain
should not be enlar on antic-
ipatory bail in the criminal
case in connection with the
Memorandum of Understand-
ing between the Government of
Bangladesh and the Govern-
ment of North Korea relating to
Maddhaypara Hard Rock Min-
ing Project. The rule is return-
able within 12 weeks. _

Mosharraf Hossain's lawyer
submitted that his client was
made an accused in the case due
to political reasons.

The Vacation Bench com-
Bl;ising Justice AM Mahmudur

hman and Justice Amirul
Kabir Chowdhury also granted
a six month anticipatory bail to
MA Jinnah in the cases relating
to misappropriation of money
from the Prime Minister's relief
fund in 1994-95 and 1995-Y6 fi-
nancial years, said another
press release.

Power plants

From Page 1

eration now. The two units to-
Wer used to supply up to 300

. 120 MW less than the in-
stalled capacity, due to lack of
high capacity power distribu-
tion line.

The Raozan second unit was
shut down in late July for
maintenance. It was supposed
to re-start in late August but due
to slow progress ol work, the
maintenance is yet to be com-
pleted this unit might be re-
started next week, sources said.

The Khulna 110 MW unit,
was producing 50 MW before it
was closed down a few days ago.

Speaker urges MPs to
stand by flood victims

tended the meeting.

The Prime Minister's Par-
liamentary Affairs adviser
Suranjit Sengupta and Whip
Mohammad Abdus Shahid at-
tended the meeting on special
invitation. MK Anwar attended
the meeting on behalf of the
Leader of the Opposition.

Shibir observes
hartal in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 7: Life
was partially disrupted in the
city and its surrounding areas
I’nlfuwing a dawn-to-dusk har-
tal today enforced by Islami
Chhatra Shibir, Chittagong
University unit, to press home
its five-point charter of de-
mands.

No untoward incidents were
reported during hartal period,

ice said.

At Ehittaﬁnnﬁ Port, cargo
handling inside the jetties went
on schedule although the deliv-
ery of goods to and from the
port remained suspended as
trucks were off the road, port
sources said.

All kinds of vehicles except
rickshaws stayed off the city
roads and transports from
Chittagong did not ply in the
long-distance routes,

hibir activists were seen
picketing vigorously in An-
derkilla, Momin Road, Sira-
juddowlah Road, Chandanpura
and Chawkbazar areas, wil-
nesses said.

But activities in the rest of
the city areas were normal with
most of the offices and business
houses doing their work as
usual, sources said,

Mills and factories at the in-
dustrial belts of Nasirabad.
Patenga, Kalurghat and
Sitakundu operated normally,
they informed.

Prisoners at Ctg
jail call off
hunger strike

CHITTAGONG, Sept 7: Some
undertrial prisomrers who went
on a hunger strike in Chit-
tagong jall, called off their pro-
gramme this evening following
intervention by the jail author-
ities today.

The undertrial prisoners
went on hunger strike to press
home their seven-point de-
mands. official sources told
BSS tonight.

Some 252 prisoners (male]j
in a memorandumn to the Aail
Superintendent on Thursday
asked for fulfillment of their
demands. The prisoners called
off their programmes following
a meeting with the jail authori-
ties.

4 contracts signed

From Page 1

Hossain Ltd, Liu Hong of China
Road and Bridge Corporation
and Lu Chenfeng of China Har-
bour Engineering Company
signed the contracts on behalf
ol their respective organisa-
tions.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain, Secretary Syed
Rezaul Hayat and Additional
Chief Engineer Nurul Azam
were present at the function.

Besides, the |Nalka-
Hatikamrul-Banpara Road, the
government has taken up pro-

rammes to reconstruct 220
m-long Dhaka-Sylhet Hiﬁh—
way, improve 510 km feeder
type road and maintain 1000
km roads under the 273 million
US dollar RRMP-3.

Tk 2150 crore is expected to
be spent for implementing the
RRMP-3 by the year 2003.

A |
Bangladesh Railway

Railway’s Top-most Priority in Transporting
Imported/Procured Foodgrains and

Agricultural Inputs

Bangladesh Railway has attached top-most prionty
and placed extremely close supervision in transporting

Foodgrains, Fertilizer,

Insecticides

and other

Agricultural inputs imported/procured on Government

and Private Sector.

Importers/Traders have been requested (o contact the
undersigned in person or on phone-call for all assis-

N M Khurshid Anower
Addl. Director General (Operations)

Lance.

Rail Bhaban
Abdul Gham1 Road, Dhaka
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ITS GROUND LOST: Braving the gushing waters’ which

el

el

o P

stopped normal vehicular traffic on the road, an autorickshaw has made it. F'gr most QEOPIE
in the surrounding areas, making a living is what matters most now. Their indomitable
spirit has probably kept them going.

Flood in full fury

BMU Hospital

Asma, who lost her kidney
during an operation at DMCH,
was shifted to Bangabandhu
Medical University (BMU) Hos-
pital yesterday for better treat-
ment, reports UNB.

She was admitted to the
Nephrology department of the
hospital under the supervision
of Prol Harunur Rashid.

Prof Harun examined Asma
and prescribed her. hospital
sources said.

Asma is struggling with her
life after the doctors removed
her only kidney at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital last
month on the plea that it was
diseased.

BDR-Nasaka

From Page |

Held at Balukhali on the
Myanmar side, the flag meetin
continued for two and a hal
hours from 2:30 pm, the sources
added.

Sector Commander of BDR,
Chittagong, Col Md Waliullah
informed that both the sides
agreed in today's flag meeting to
take precautionary measures to
stop recurrence of such inci-
dents of shootout in future for
maintaining peace along the
border. The flag meeting was

held at company commander
level.

The Sector Commander also
informed that in today's meet-
ing, the Myanmar team apolo-

ised to the Bangladesh team
or yesterday's incident of fir-
ing.

He said the Myanmar team
also assured of cooperation iii
preventing smuggling of ler-
tiliser from Bangladesh.

The sector commander
claimed that after the flag meet-
ing, the situation returned to
normalcy along the border,

2 teenage boys

drown in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two teenaged boys drowned
in separate incidents in the city
yesterday.

Fire service officials idenu-
fied the dead as Kamal Uddin,
16, and Rumel, 17.

Kamal drowned in the river
Buriganga while fishing at Ab-
dullahpur area at about 1 pm.
fire service sources added.

In another incident, Rumel.
a resident of city's Gulshan
area, drowned in the jheel in
side Dhaka Zoo while bathing
along with some of his friends
at about 1:30 pm, police said.

ADP funds

From Page 1

istries to send reprogramines
how additional money could be
generated by chopping the low
Prinrily projects and refocusing
unds to most needed ones.

The planning ministry has
cancelled the weekly holiday of
the commission to quicken the
exercise,

However, sources said il has
become extremely difficult for
the Planning Commission to
reallocate funds because there
is still no assessment of the
damaged by flood.

“We are [a the same
of Erubtema as the donors,"” said
a high official of the planning
ministry, "We do not know how
much money we should reallo-
cate.”

But, he said, more problem-
atic are the 'political projects
which are of very low priority,
but can not be dropped.”

Some medium priority pro-
jects may have to be laid ﬂﬂpbc-
cause of this problem, he added.

Chakma unhappy

From Page |
peace In the CHT if the peace ac-
cord is not implemented. For-
mation of the RC was delayed
due to government's insincerity,

he alleged.
Hangshadhaja Chakma

urged the government to im-
lement the CHT peace accord

| E:lljr. as soon as possible,

Asma shifted to

kuria (Gopalganj district),
Nazirganj-Rajbari (Pabna dis-
trict) and Sherpur-Dhunat-
Kazipur (Bogra District) road
links snap yesterday as wa-
ters have been flowing at differ-
ent points.

Railway authorities said,
rail communication between
Jamalpur and Jaganna j

Ghat snap a%?m ay.
Ban Iaggh ater Develop-

ment Board (BWDB)] officials
said Rajshahi Ci:’f Protection
Embankment and Narsingdi-
Narayanganj lrrigation Project
[NNIP) have again become criti-
callv vulnerable.

Troops and civilians con-
tinued their efforts to salvage
some of the stranded trucks at
Jangal on the Dhaka-Chit-
tagong Highway. where the level
of flood water rose further.
They tried to elevate portions of
the flooded highway.

Troops and civilian workers,
aided by people living in the
area continued their battle {cﬂ
terday to save the DND -
bankment which appeared vul-
nerable at several points.

The swirling waters gnawed
portions of the embankment at
Bouranirbazar, which had to be
protected with wooden planks
and bamboo spikes. Five new
leaks at Chashara and Hajiganj
were pl with sand ;

Stacks of sandbags had to be
raised further up as the fury of
the Shitalakhya continued to
menace the fragile defence line,

rotecting thousands of people
Eving on the flood plains.

Deputy Commissioner of
Narayanganj Mohammad Ab-
dur Rahman told The Daily
Star last night that the water
level of Shitalakhya rose six
inches above the rail line con-
necting the Adamjee Jute Mills,
where the authorities had to re-
inforce the defence lines with
15,000 sandbags yesterday
evening,

'

In the evening, the Lakhya
rose by three cm over its momn-
ing tide level of 6.69 cm, the DC
said.

It is natural that the water
level would rise further due to
the impact of the full moon
which normally keeps the tide
high. If the river continues to
rise today, it will pose a danger
to the embankment, the
said.

Panic gripped the people liv-

—Star photo by A K M Mohsin

ing in the area as tlood water
seeping through the barriers
threatened to overflows the
sandbag wall in the early hours
of yesterday.

But pumps flushing out wa-
ter and the massive eflforts kept
the sandbag wall from being
overflown by flood waler, an
engineer monitoring the situa-
tion at Siddhirganj, said last

night.

Land dispute

From Page |
gunpoint.
But according to the police
official, out of fear both the

girls took shelter at one of their
neighbour's house during the
incident. Police handed the
girls over to their parents yes-
terday noon.

A series of untoward inci-
dents occurred earlier relatin
to the possession of the piece o
land where Kawsar Sultana.
wife of Arsaf Ali has been stay-
ing. So far. the woman could
not show any legal document in
support of her ownership of the
land, said a police official.

Four members of the gang
were arrested, one possessing a
firearm. police said. The ar-
rested were identified as Raz-
zak, Abdul Kaium, Nayan and
Mahe Alam.

Kawsar Sultana alleged in
her FIR that Abdul Kader, ward
commissioner of the area, in-
stigated the gang to attack her
house at about 12:30 am, police
said.

The gang demanded Tk one
lakh from the family and on re-
fusal to pay the sum the armed
goons started beating the in-
mates of the house. it was stated
in the FIR.

The armedmen then took
away Tk 40,000 in cash, 10 tola
of gold ornaments, electronic
goods, valuables and some
almirahs from the house.

They also dragged at gun-
point two of her daughters, one

ed about 13 and the other
about 19, out of her house, Sul-
tana said in the FIR.

A case in this regard was
filed with Mirpur thana yester-
day accusing more than 35 peo-
ple including the local ward
commissioner. Police also filed
a separate case in connection
with on of illegal arms

by one of the arrested.

UZ Parishad Bill tabled

From Page |

(Amendment) Bill, 1998,
BNP member M K Anwar ob-

jected to the introduction of the

Upazila Parishad Bill, saying
that he had not received the
day's order of business on time.

Responding to M K Anwar's
objection, the LGRD and Coop-
eratives Minister said that the
opposition members would
have enough time to discuss the
Bill when the House considers
it.

He said that the Bill was
aimed at decentralising the
administration for the allevia-
tion of rty of all. He assured
the opposition that amend-
ments, if reasonable, would be
accepted the government to
enrich the Bill.

The objection to the intro-
duction of the bill by M K An-
war was, however, rejected by
voice vole.

The Upazila Parishad Bill,
1998 will come into effect im-
mediately after its enactment
and with that each of 460 rural
thalnaﬁ would be declared as up-
azila.

The Bill provided that one
Upazila Parishad for a tenure of
five years would be constituted
as early as possible. As a statu-
tory body each Upazila
Parfshad would be headed by an
elected chairman. Chairmen of
pourashavas and union
parishads would be ex-officio
members of the upazila
parishads. There will be three
women members in each Up-
azila Parishad. The women
members will be elected by the

| women members of the union

parishads and pourashava un-
der the u a. =

The la Nirbahi Officer
(UNOJ act as the secretary
of the Upazila Parishad.

In a statement containing
the objects and reasons of the
Bill, the LGRD and cooperatives
minister said that the govern-
ment had decided to enact the
Bill to en the local gov-
ermment system in the country.

He said that the establish-
ment of U la Parishad was
an election commitment of the
present government and en-
actment of the Bill would fulfil
the government's commitment,

The Supreme Court Judges
(Remuneration and Privileges)
Bill has sought certain amend-
ments to the respective ordi-
nance of 1978 for enhancement
of salaries and remunerations
of the Supreme Court judges.

The President's (Remune-
ration and Privileges) Bill
sought amendments to the
respective act of 1975 to refix
the president's remuneration
and privileges.

e Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Authority Bill sought
certain amendments to the re-
spective ordinance to make the
law suitable for collecting tolls
from bandhu Bridge and
all the which are 1500-
metre or more in length,

The University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh Bill
sought certain amendments to
make the University Grants
Commission more suitable in
meeting the changing need of
time,

1 yes
day launched an ap for
eight milllon US dollars as
emergen
the consolidated UN appeal.

The next summit of the Non-

Aligned Movement (NAM) will

be held in Bangladesh in 2001,
Sheikh

reports UNB.

Prime Minister

Hasina announced this in Par-
lilament last
cheers from members on both

sides of the House.

night amidst

Hasina said B adesh will

be the Chairman of the NAM af-
ter it hosts the 13th summit in
Dhaka in 2001.

The just concluded 12th

summit of the Non-Aligned

Movement was held in Durban

in South Africa. South African
President Nelson Mandela is

the new Chairman of the
Movement,

The Prime Minister told the
House that she had to cancel her
programme to attend the NAM
summit in view of the current
flood.

20 feared drowned
as rescue trawler

capsizes in Padma

FARIDPUR, t 7: Twenty
people are feared drowned in
the swollen Padma when a res-
cue trawler c them cap-
sized in between North Channel
union and CNB ghat today, re-
ports UNB. ‘

The trawler, while rescuing
the marooned Ecapl: of the
union in Sadar thana, capsized
with all passengers on board at
about 5:30 in the :

District Administration
sources said a relief trawler
reached the spot soon after the
capsize but was yet to recover

any body of the passengers.

A total of 14 trawlers were
engaged to rescue the 200 fami
lies of the union which was to-
tally submer with the rise of
turbulent Padma. .

UNICEEF appeals
for US $8 m in
emergency aid

h

UNICEF

assistance, as part of

The appeal focuses on meet-

ing immediate needs of the

most vulnerable in this crisis —

children and women, said a

press release issued last night
in the city.

UNICEF has so far re-
sponded with nearly eight lakh
dollar for flood emergenc%l. It
has mobilised its team of field
workers, based in 17 different
locations, to provide updated
situation reports from each of
the districts,

The apﬁeal is being for-
warded to the donor agencies in
Bangladesh and also being
transmitted to UNICEF Head-

uarters who will share it with

onor capitals and donor mis-
sions ‘at the UN for ongoin
support for the children an
women of Bangladesh, the re-
lease added.

Rubel murder

From Page 1

the investigators.

The CID is also certain that
the DB policemen who are
"missing” since the murder of
Rubel in custody were involved
in the torture, the sources said.
These two DB men will be also
accused in the CID chargesheet
in the murder case. The CID is
likely to submit the chargesheet
of the case by the end of this
month, the sources said.

Essentials

) From Page 1

katcha bazar of the New Mar-
ket. Anwara said she goes shop-
ping every week and found
prices of some of the essential
items up by Tk 10 to 20 per kg
this week. "Except chicken. the
price of every item is increas-
ing".

The price of onion shot up to
Tk 30 per kg from Tk 28, Ginger
to Tk from Tk 44, pepper to
Tk 90 from Tk 80, flour to Tk 16
from 15 and soyabean oil to Tk
54 from Tk 50 per kg, according
to shopkeepers.

Price of some vegetables also
rose by Tk 5 to 10 per kg but the
shopkeepers said it was a nor-
mal phenomenon during this
period. : =

"“During the month of
Bhadra and Aswin, prices of
vegetables in the country go up
every year” said Abu Sayeed, a

vegetable trader for the last 27
g:ars. “The prices may go up.”
ayeed observed.

— ?gﬁ:n ;:g:lllly wﬂa;ulling at
to Flcr-
day against THPFDD a ulgt back.
Cucumber was selling at Tk 24
to 28 per kg. Its price was Tk 20
to 24 earlier. ice of Carrot

rose to Tk 50 kg from 40.
Prices of Hilsha and shrimp
however decreased over the last
few days. Fish traders at the
market said a big size Hilsha
which was earlier sold at be-
tween Tk 250 and 300 was sell-
Inﬂg at between Tk 150 and Tk
180 yesterday. Medium size
?Iﬁlalm wﬂg sold at II::etm Tk
r Kg. Its price was

Tk 250 to 458‘:cnll"ﬁer.

4 WASA pump stations closed,
40 others may face similar fate

Four water pump stations of
WASA were closed while opera-
tion of 40 others may be sus-
pended anytime, reports UNB.

"Operation of about 40 pum
stations is guin%_ on with all
odds. We may be forced to close
them down because of flooding,"
WASA chief engineer Kazi Mo-
hammad Sheesh told UNB over

‘telephone yesterday.

He, however, assured that
the pumps at higher places will
be kept in operation to main-
tain water supply to all areas in
the city. The water lines are in-
ter-connection, not isolated, he
added.

The WASA official appealed
to the city dwellers to use boiled
water for all purposes.

Kazi Sheesh was apparently
worried and nervous at the
worsening flood situation. "We

are
that water level ma aﬂj up fur-
ther by one and a i'}l'

do not know what could be done
in that event.”

perturbed at the forecast

feet. We

You won't get water by sink--

ing tube wells", he said. "You
need to
which

about 200 feet dOC’P
not be an easy task."”
He said a comprehensive

plan has been drawn up for re-
pairing
and sewerage lines. The work
will start from September 15 if
the water recedes.

and cleaning of water

"Our fervent appeal to the

city dwellers is not to throw
non-dissolvable materials like

lythene

s and pa
ard materi

pers and
s in the manhole,

most of which are open now.
That will make our task ex-
tremely
WASA ch*ef engineer.

difficult,” said the

BNP calls 8-hr

hartal in Sylhet
division today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 7: BNP has
called for an 8-hour hartal in
four districts of Sylhet Division
tomorrow as part of its 5-day
agitation programme.

The programme was an-
nounced in protest against lodg-
ing of 'fake and motivated' cases
against BNP chairperson Be-
gum Khaleda Zia, former fi-
nance minister Saifur Rahman,
and other senior leaders by the
government and for its failure

in carrying out relief activities
adequately throughout the
country.

The other programmes in-
clude mass contact with profes-
sional groups and like-minded
political leaders and workers
and bringing out protest rallies
toclay in all the four districts of
the division.

Injunction against
holding of
FBCCI election

From Our Correspondent
LALMONIRHAT, Séept 7: Se-
nior Assistant Judge, Lal-
monirhat Sadar, Golam Mos-
tafa has issued a temporary
injunction against holding of
election of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industries (FBCCI),
scheduled for October 15.

The injunction followed a
case filed by former MP Abul
Hossain and Fazlul Haque, both
members of Lalmonirhat
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries, challenging dropping
of their names from the voters’
list of the FBCCI. The voters
list was published on Septem-
ber one.

The petitioners said that as
per the FBCCI constitulion,
Lalmonirhat chamber has four
voters. The ADC (Gen) of Lal-
monirhat. who is now the ad-
ministrator of the chamber.
liad sent a list of four voters to
the FBCCI but the two names of
the petitioners were dropped
from the voters' list.

SAL but nobody s
let with Sheikh Mujib. If BNP
goes to power, man
with Begum Zia. But how many
of them will stay with her if she
fails to return to power?”
Akhtaruzzaman posed a ques-
tion.

chairper
from Kishoreganj
the Parliament lobby: "The de-
cision was wrong as the party
workers, sup
pathisers di
demand."

Akhtaruzzaman
against depositing
resignation letters

by BNP MPs

BNP lawmaker Maj (Retd)

Akhtaruzzaman yesterday said
he would prefer facing disci-
plinary
resi

action to depositing his
atiuhnu:l:ttcr. »

"Eve y supported BAK-
7 the bul-

will be

Referring to the BNP stand-

ing committee decision for de-

ositing letters of resignation
rom Parliament with the party
son, the outspoken MP
told UNB in

rters and sym-
not raise such

He questioned the wisdom of

many members of the standing
commitiee.
plaints against inclusion of

“There are com-

many of them in the party’'s de-
cision-making body. But no
changes have been made in def-
erence to the wishes of the party
WOLKELBy, . ... Shr T
tar said he did not re-

uest the party chief to change
the decision.

He replied in the negative
when asked if will follow suit in
case all the party MPs deposit
the resignation letter to the
chairperson. "So what if all of

them do it."

Showcause on EC
over suspension
of ID card project

The High Court yesterday is-
sued rule nisi on the Election
Commission to show cause wlg
the suspension of the voter I
card project should not be de-
clared null and void, reports
UNB.

The rule of the writ bench
comprising Justice Md Moza-
mmel Huq and Justice ABM
Khairul Hug came upon a peti-
tion filed on behalf of
Bangladesh Legal Aid and Ser-
vices Trust.
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