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Civil Society and Reproductive Health Care

by Dr M Zakir Husain

Reproductive health involves complex organisational and functional personnel and be-
havioural changes; the State cannot fulfil all these requirements and make 1t most

effective. There is a gap between the delivery end and the ac

EPRODUCTIVE health

care is essential for a
credible and sustained
gnpulatinn programme.
opulation growth is a major
development concerning
Bangladesh. Past performance
of population programime in
Bangladesh is reflected in the
significant lowering of fertility
rate of women and slowing
down of population growth rate.

Still, the demographic mo-
mentum of the young age popu-
lation of Bangladesh strongly
suggests early implementation
of a comprehensive reproduc-
tive health programme. The
purpose of this article is to
point to the need of civil soci-
ety’'s active participation in re-
productive health and popula-
tion programme which includes
safe motherhood, pregnancy by
choice, information on repro-
ductive and sexual hygiene, safe
abortion, and contraception.

Civil Society Oganisations
(CSOs) include various organi-
sations and associations of
people and groups such as the
youth, the women. the profes-
sions, volunteers, activists, and
non-governmental organisa-
tions. Bangladesh has the dis-
tinction ol numerous major
and minor civil society organi-
sations and groups,

CSOs are situated interme-
diate between the citizens and
the State; often acting as a
bulfer between State power and

citizens’ rights. They are essen-
tial and pntentlaﬁy effective
instruments to secure account-
ability of the State. They articu-
late public concerns and rights
in matters of State policies and
remain vigilant about people's
rights. The CSOs are usually
more effective when they exer-
cise their functions and duties
through a process of construc-
tive engagement and negotia-
tion with the State apparatus
rather than an adversarial or
confrontational approach.

Reproductive health in-
volves complex organisational
and functional personnel and
behavioural changes: the State
cannot fulfil all these require-
ments and make it most effec-
tive, There is a gap between the
delivery end an tﬁe acceptance
end. Bul it is absolutely imper-
ative to further enhance the ac-
ceptance and outreach of repro-
ductive health. The CSOs can,
and should, play a positive role
in several areas.

SE are ;oo

aking public policies more
gender sensitive, especially pro-
tecting the rights of the females;
and securing male responsibil-
ity in reproductive health and
contraception equally as of the
female.

Disseminating information
and education on reproductive
health widely and eflectively so
that these are understood, and
accepted, and reflected in

change of reproductive be-
haviour.

Taking good reproductive
health care to the specially dif-
ficult, remote. and minority
groups; specific age groups and
ethnic segments that the gen-
eral services normally cannot
or will not reach.

Keeping State programmes
informed of particular concerns
and needs of the consumer
public; and secure the right to

valid information and other
user rights.

Improving quality control
and assurance, and keeping

the

watch over the services by
State funded

State and the
NGOs.

Giving general support to

ﬁnﬂd State programmes and en-

ancing the coverage and out-
reach of reproductive health
care. Improving community
participation and fostering
partnership between the public
and private sector.

But in order to do all these,
the CSOs need to become more
effective and stronger. How can
this happen?

First, CS0s should mobilise
own resources and become self-
reliant and largely or totally
solvent: must reduce depen-
dence on State funding. or for-
eign funds.

Second, CSOs should acquire
a sound knowledge and infor-
mation base, and téchnical ca-

pacity as and where necessary.

ceptance end.

Third, CSOs should focus
programme of action strategi-
cally upon subjects and areas of
comparative advantage rather
than dilute resources on many
fronts without visible impact
on any.

Fourth, CSOs should freely
network and share resources
and expertise among them-
selves,

What are the problems?
There are several.

First. CSOs in Bangladesh
are working in an environment
with poor infrastructure; low
literacy level and widespread
poverty. Thus, CSOs cannot eas-

ilv mobilise resources or ac-
quire wide popular representa-
tion. Most CSOs are urban
based, consist of elite groups.
academics, and look for State
funds and external support.
This further reduces their
strength and autonomy.

Under these conditions, the
State tends to take upon itself
more than it can deliver, as-
sumes power beyond what is le-
gitimate resulting in some in-
stances violation of human
rights and lack of due sensitiv-
ity to human concerns espe-
cially those of the poor and dis-
advantaged. Unfortunately,
poverty and ignorance combine
to keep large nts of the el-
igible population outside par-
ticipation in civil soclety or-
ganisations.

Mexico has broken its word by letting hotel

developers into one of its own

environmentally protected areas. But, as
* Gemini News Service reports, cam-
paigners are striking back by hitting the
government in one of the industries it wants
to develop : tourism. Zadie Neufville writes
from Mexico. |

NVIRONMENTALISTS are

irying to save a nesting

beach used by sea turtles
that has been sold to developers
by the Mexican government,
despite federal regulations
intended to the area.

The isolated beach of X'cacel,
on the east coast of Quintana
Roo, was divided and sold to two
com s earlier this year.

e beach is said to be the
largest reservoir of genetic di-
versity in green and loggerhead
sea turtles in the Atlantic.

Spanish and Mexican cam-

aigners need 811 million to

uy 45 hectares sold to Melina,
a hotel group which has offered
to sell to the environmental-
ists. Another 48 hectares was
sold to Mauro Gonzales, head of
Gozumel Ga-sol, who bought the
land for about $2.25 million.

Early attempts to stop the
sale failed when a petition by
an ecology group submitted in
1994 for scientific exploration
and preservation of X'cacel was
turned down this year just be-
fore the land was sold.

Now, because of féederal rdﬂ;-
lations protecting turtles, the
local governor, Perez Erales,
declared a portion of X'cacel a
state turtle reserve. Mary Louise
Whitlow. an activist for the
United States who has also

worked with Greenpeace Mex-
ico. says this was a move to
cover the sales.

The area extends 100 metres,
or 110 yards, from the water-
line, an amount Whitlow says
biologists have described as
Band-Aid.

For years biologists and en-
vironmentalists turned have
been watching the beaches at
night to protect turtle eggs from
poachers. They say the gover-
nor's gesture is a piece of
worthless public relations,

Other areas near X'cacel were
sold despite the federal protec-
tion ordinance that gives envi-
ronmentalists first refusal if
the land is sold. They were
never given that chance.

Whitlow said people are still
unsure of how much of the land
has been sold and to whom. The
Quintana Roo government has
been tight-lipped about the sale
because areas under develop-
ment are part of Mexico's
newest tourist allraction,

Ma{an Riviera.
"hile the Quintana Roo gov-

erniment shuts its ears, activists
have taken the call to save the
turtles worldwide. They want to
hit at the root cause : tourism.
"A travel agent petition is go-
ing around and a petition for
the general public is being pre-

" [:__-_:I|'|;'r.' yEVen specip

marine tur

4 recs Tall 1.-“:-. - | e

1627
q

15 years to danger

7 ¥ X
| ] I...IF o ':1 'J
| ! ¥ =

oqgaerhead turtie 1s threalened

conhnue

#® Loggerhead mating occurs in late March.
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One coupling will fertilise season's egg supply

@Female turtle uses hind
flippers to dig flask-shaped
eggchambers on beach

@Chambers are about 18
inches deep.and hold
about 100 eggs

pared now,” Whitlow said.

Protests are also being

lanned in the US cities of Pal-
as, Houston, San Anteriio, and
Los Angeles; Mexico City. Mex-
ico: Spain and Colombia.

The beach's possible de-
struction is one of the most ur-
gent conservation crises in the
world for sea turtles, says ma-

@Eggs hatch 60 days after being laid
Hatchling turtles leave the chamber
after dark. Moon's light is thought
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rine biologist Brain Bowen of
the University of Florida, who
has studied the X'cacel turtles.

“If the nesting ground is
eliminated, 20 per cent of the
enetic diversity in Atlantic
oggerhead turtles and 22 per
cent of the genetic diversity in
Atlantic green turties will be
lost forever," he said.
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