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A S’w'elling Deluge PHOTO FEATURE ON FLOOD

e: They move
oor to roof of

As the w rater level rises the affected look for higher places to take re
vertic: Iy 7... from lower floor to upper floor of a flood shelter (below), from
their dy ve 1lings (right), but from roof to where? (below, right)
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Post- flood Measures:_Some Suggestions

by Abu Imran

LOOD Causes havoc in its

wake. And there is little

reason to be complacent
when it recedes, for then too
follows miseries which need
careful and concerted efforts to
mitigate in the challenging
situation.

Among others, the first
thing the flood-battered people
have to face is the out-break of
epidemics, particularly the di-
arrhoeal diseases. The prime
victims are the children since
they lack resistamce compared
to the adults. So it in necessary
that special care for them is
taken and arrangements made.
Adults, of course, are not spared
10o0.

Precautionary measures can
be taken if the basic knowledge
~ about spread of such disease is
disseminated among the people,
particularly in the affected ar-
eas. The most common cause is
that it s s through contam-
inated water and food. That be-
ing so, one has to be careful in
using both water and food. In
such areas normally water be-
comes impure. But there are
measures to purify water. The
simplest one is to boil water for
around ten minutes, and then
use for both drinking and cook-
ing, The other way water can be
Fur’iﬁcd Is by using water puri-
yirig tLablets and alum. ese
are normally supplied by the
social /health workers and vol-
unteers working in the affected
areas. People should also be en-
couraged to keep reasonable
stock of these essentials in
their ﬁusscssmn so that they
don't have to depend on dthers
in times of emergency.

The other thing that con-
taminates food and drink is
uuglif,rznce in maintaining per-
sonal hygiene. One needs to
wash hands before eating in
¢eneral and after answering to
the call of nature in particular,
In the latter case soap/detergent

liberally be used. It is not only
that the adults should do so, but

the children must also be-

trained and educated to develop
this habit. This will go a long
way in checking if not elimi-
nating the diarrhoeal diseases,

Despite Erecﬂuuﬁnaﬂ* mea-
sures or other wise, when per-
sons get affected by diarrhoea,
immediate treatment should be
started. In such disease, the too
frequent loose motions cause
loss of fluid from the body. So
the easiest treatment for this is

to adiminister oral saline very
liherally. Alongside the pa-

tients should be encouraged to
take normal food so that they
don't become too weak. The in-
fants as usual can be breast-fed.
In absence of medicated ORS
(oral saline), the same can be
made at homes too. A fistful of
sugar or gur with around quar-

ter tea spoonful of salt put in
aboul half litre of clean boiled
and cooled water may make an
ideal ORS. Green coconut water
is also a good substitute. In case,
however, if a patient doesn't
show improvement, he/she
should be sent to hospital,
health complex or to a nearby
makeshift health camp, where
doctors/health workers can be
of help. In no way any patient
be left unattended lest his/her
condition turns from bad to
worse,

After addressing the health
problems, the people would
need to address their rehabili-
tation problem. They have to
repair or reconstruct thelr di-
lapldated dwelling houses
which the poor people alone can
hardly do. Here local and exter-
nal assistance is almost a sine
qua non and it's really encour-

ng to know that at the behest
ol the government or, in some
cases, of their own, the donor
community always come in a

people.

ing convened by the govern-
ment where representatives of
donors attended, their response
seemed to be itive, The items
mostly needed are house build-
ing materials like Cl sheets,
bamboo, bamboo mats, wood,
iron wire, bolts, nuts, nails,
rod, cement and also money.
Items have to be prioritized so
that only the essentials are
supplied to reduce the cost and
benefit the larger section of
External assistance
should be supplemented by vol-
unt labour from the benefi-
ciaries where such labour is
available. This will also boost
the morale of the ple and
ive them a sense of pride in ad-
ressing their problems. .
Alongside the above, the oc-
cupational rehabilitation
should also follow. Arrange-
ment for supply of seeds, fertil-
izer, and liberal credit like in-
terest-free loan should be ar-
ranged direct from the govern-
ment bodies since the involve-
ment of intermediaries would
make the process vulnerable to
less efficient use, harassment
and the like. Interest-free loan
is suggested because, ence
shows that in many cases inter-
est bearing loans are required

to be written off later, since the

r people fail to repay their
oan which together with inter-
est become simply too big to
meet and the interest hangs on
their neck like a draconian
sword right from the day they
receive the credit. And hence is
the suggestion for interest-free
loan. It is heartening that the

resent government has simi-
ar feelings.

As it takes time for a crop to
come up and mitigate the im-
mediate sufferings of the poor,
in the interim period, the f.-eo
ple particularly the land-less
ones, should be engaged in FFW
(food for work). FFE (food for
education) and in some other
vocational training pro-
grammes against bare survival
allowances so that they have at
least some thing to eat during
the lean period.

In this way and with other
better measures, and with
cO ., wisdom, fortitude, fel-
low-feeling and active partici-
pation of all — the government,
the donors, the NGOs and the

ple themselves — the post-

ood rchahiillaéiﬂn pro-
gramme may be made a success
and the ragaged people bene-
fited and encouraged to restart a
healthy life forgetting the pains
of flood.

M 1sSing
Secondary

NEW DELHI: While the ]g¢n~
der gap in primary school en-
rolment and education is be-

nning to close in most parts of
the world, the same canriot be
sald for second
cation, says the 1998 Progress
of Nations Report brought out
by the United Nations Chil-
dren's Educational Fund

school edu-

Out on
Education

52 per cent of boys but only 33
per cent of girls enrol — a gap of
19 ‘)a cent.

n contrast, girls generally
lead boys in Latin America and
the Caribbean, with 56 per cent
of girls and 52 per cent of boys
enrolled in secondary school.

In five countries — India.
Nepal, Togo. Turkey and Yemen

ey

' Don't ant My Dauger (0 Follow Me"

In Bangladesh sex workers are no more shy of voicing their demands. They want the
society to treat them as equal as others. Some NGOs have come forward in their support in

a positive response. Rehana Parveen Ruma reports.

HE has left the profession:
S commercial sex. Like any

mother the young woman
does not want her Leen-age girl
tc pursue her former

rofession. Instead she wants

er daughter to become a
teacher. One day her dream may
come true because the daughter
is already going to school.

‘1 don't want my daughter to
follow me. I've never liked this
work.” said the 30-year-old
woman sitting at her grocery
store not far from Doulatdia
Ghat. The woman — News Net-
work has decided against using
her name — was in fact Imkjn%
for an way-out for the benefit o
her daughter. "I had always
wanted to get out of that*hell. |
want my daughter to be edu-
cated and have a normal mar-
riage and a good career. She
should be able to live with hon-
our and dignity,” said the sex
worker speaking about her
dreams,

She was excited when one
da{ a local NGO offered her
help materialise her dreams.
She and six of her former co-
workers had took their daugh-
ters to the Safe Home run by the
NGO with a hope of giving them
education and a normal life.
Alongside Doulatdia Ghat, one
will find rows of tindshed
houses where singing, dancing
and revelries go on throughout -
the night and this is known as a
Bl'lu‘.lt redlight area across river

adma. The rent of a 7X5 feet
houses is Tk 900, which the
women call as a dark tunnel.
The women are happy they are
no more sex workers.

This particular woman has

help her lead a normal life.

"Marriage is the only way to
regain the social respect. That
is why | married this innocent
man.” said the woman pointing
to her husband. She and her
husband run a grocery store.
She told to this correspondent,
“it's true that once | had no fi-
nancial hardship, but [ do ad-
mit that the money which I used
to earn could never give me the
mental peace which 1 am now
getting.”

Not only this woman. There
are a good number of sex work-
ers who are willing to leave the

rofession and want to be reha-

ilitated in the society. They
voiced such a demand in the
first ever sex workers' confer-
ence held near the redlight area
on July 22.

The sex workers them-
selves organised the conference
in collaboration with the Save
the Children, Australia (SCA)
and Karmajibee Kalyan
Sangstha (KKS) to ventilate
their grievances accumulated

over the vyears.
SCA Country Director Sul-
tan Mahmud said: “In pur

country, the sex workers are so-
cially ?l’aled and culturally iso-
lated and they have no rights to
observe religious rituals. But
it's the section which is eco-
nomically more solvent and
self-dependent compared to
many others.”

According to a survey, the
number of sex workers in this
brothel ranges from 1200 to
1500 and their turnover is be-
tween Tk four and five lakhs
everyday. Nearly 4000 people
depend on their earnings. Fts

enjoy the money. Different
sections like house owners,
landlords, musclemen and po-
lice have their stakes on these
earrungs.

According to the local peo-
ple, the history of this brothel
goes back to British period. At
that time this river-port was
the business hub of this region.
The British rulers used to bring
women here from various re-
gions of India for domestic
works. Some local women also
joined them. These women ul-
timately had been outcast by
the society. Shoals emerged in
the mighty Padma forcing the

rostitutes to relocate the

rothel in Doulatdia Ghat. Sul-
tan Mahmud disclosed that
there are nearly 1.5 lakh pros-
titutes in 19 registered brothel
across the country besides the
floating sex workers.

"Everyday a large number of
women either voluntarily or
forcibly join this profession.”
What are the factors that for
growing number of sex workers
in the cnuntrK;? SCA Project
Coordinator Munira Sultana
said: "There are girls who take
up the profession followin
their mothers, some are sol
into the profession by their so-
called lovers and husbaads and
some slip into it as victims of
fraudulence. "Among the rea-
sons, the biggest one is
poverty,” she said. -

How long they want to hold
on to this profession? In most
cases it depends on their physi-
cal condition, beauty and age.

Those who can make a large
amount of savings they turn
into house owners. But the

have to lead an inhuman life.
Then they have to work as
pimps to collect new sex work-
ers and' either as cook or
babysitter. In fact they have to
count the days of life.

“The number of child sex
workers is increasing in an ap-
palling proportion alongside
the adult ones. To my surprise, |
had 'seen during my research
that even seven years old were
looking for clients in their
houses,” said Munira.

Addressing the conference,
chairperson of the brothel said,
“Others will never be able to
imagine what an inhuman life
we are leading despite being
human beings.” -

At the conference, the sex
workers had put forward three
demands; measures to put an
end to repression by police and
musclemen, rights to conduct
funeral rites and rights to wear
shoes in public.

The Save the Children had
started its journey with a vision
to make these women self-
reliant and ensure their chil-
dren to grow up as other chil-
dren of the society.

"In this context, we have
emphasised the importance of
verty alleviation and to
achieve the goal we ask the sex
workers to make savings," said
the country director. ;

So far, 38 sex workers of the
Doulatdia Ghat have started
small business by taking loans
from the Save the Children. .
Their business include, tailor-
ing, embroidery. grocery, tea
stall and leasing out generators.

It has also a five-year long
credit system and the woman
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