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Deaths from water-borne | .

diseases increasing

By Naimul Haq

The rate of fatality from di-
arrhoea and dysentery in the
country has increa alarm-
ingly, sources in the health
min 51? said.

Typhoid, pneumonia and
aundice are also spreading
ast.

The situation was reviewed
at an emergency meeting at the
health ministry recently.

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Prof M
Amanullah told The Daily Star
"Diarrhoeal situation is worse
this year compared to previous
years. The government has
taken all possible measures to
face the situation.”

One hundred and sixteen out
of 1.52,652 patients died of the
disease since July 15, officials
said.

According to sources in the
health directorate, 5,195 people
were attacked with the disease
in the last 24 hours,

Unofficial estimates, how-
ever, put the death toll from the
disease at over 200 and the case
of attack at more than 2.00.000
since the beginning of floods.

Though the government
claims adequate measures have
been taken to handle any crisis.
those involved in treating diar-
rhoea say that incidence of the
disease is rising at an alarmin
rate and may go beyond control.
“There are many deaths as well
as attacks which are not re-
ported. Many victims are actu-
ally not able to see a doctor,"
sald a physician, requesting
anonymity.

He said. "Diarrhoea cases
along with those of other dis-
eases would rise at.an alarming
rate as flood water starts to re-
cede. Once water starts to re-
cede, concentration of the bac-
teria in water would be higher,

so naturally, incidence of the
disease would increase.”

The health directorate has
set up 80 emergency tempor
medical camps and deploye
4,088 medical teams consistin
of 1,958 doctors. "We are altencll:!
ing patients round the clock,"
gne doctor told this correspon-

ent.

But, Md Malek of Kandapara
of Fatullah said, "My 10-month
old son has been suFﬁ:ring from
diarrhoea for two days now. |
have been giving him oral
saline but there is no improve-
ment. I was expecting help from
medical teams but they are yet
be visible in the area.”

Director of Primary Health-
care Dr Zakir Hossain, while
talking to this correspondent,
sald, "Special arrangements to
address the problem were made
recently. We have taken emer-
gency measures to send mobile
medical teams to 116 city flood
shelters for the convenience of
the affected people.”

Dr Hossain said that 16 ur-
ban dispensaries were turned
into oral rehydration therapy
(ORT) centres, in addition to the
health centres set up in two
schools,

Meanwhile, the World
Health Organisation and the
World Bank, on an emergenc
basis. have provided two lak
water purifying tablets for dis-
tribution among the flood vic-
tims.

Health directorate officials
said that 15 lakh intravenous
fluid bags were in the pipeline
for distribution at the treat-
ment centres. "We have a stock
of 2.5 crore packets of oral
saline and other medicines.”
one official said.

Seminar on oil, gas
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Brig (retd) M Abdul Hafiz, for-
mer vice chancellors Prof Ema-
juddin Ahmed, Prof Dr M Shah-
jahan. and Prof M Shamsher
Ali spoke at the discussion.

Political scientists and edu-
cationists Prof Dr Muhtashamn
Hossain, ' Prof Talukder
Moniruzzaman, Prof Dr Ziaush
Shams Haq. Prof Badrul Imam,
Dr MA Rob, economist Prof Abu
Ahmed, Dr Salahuddin Ahmed,
technical experts Dr Abul
Matin. Giasuddin Ahmed, M
Badruddoja. Secretary of For-
eign Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Jahangir Bin Alam
and lawyers Barrister Mainul
Hosein and Dr M Zahir also
spoke at the roundtable.

They observed that it was
high time for the nation to put
issues like oil and gas above
any narrow political opinion.

The speakers also said that
the current policy did not allow

resence of a "local agents" for
oreign oil companies but the
resent bidding was beinf‘ in-
uenced by a number of local
agents.

Dr Kamal Hossain was criti-
cal about the second round bid-
ding. He said, "Opening up of all
. the blocks in one go is unheard
of. There is no such practice
anywhere in the world."

He also blasted the govern-
ment for its "repeated attempts”
to find big partners for certain
small companies in blocks 8, 9
and 11. "This, again, is unheard
of. Why should the government
find a company a partner?”

Dr Kamal Hossain said, "We
don't oppose foreign investment
in the energy sector. We want
foreign investment and tech-
nology. But at what terms? We
must ensure the best for the
least. Foreign companies come
here to make profit. They will
try to negotiate terms that are
best for them. We have to ensure
the best for us. Therefore we can
not go for oil and gas negotia-
tions blindly.”

We must first determine our
local energy needs on short,
medium and long term basis.
We must also think about re-
newable alternative energy re-
sources. Instead of thinking
about gas export, "we must con-
sider import of cheap and clean
hydro-electricity fromm Nepal
and Bhutgn," he said.

Bangladesh must develop its
capability to handle the energy
sector. Both Petrobangla and
Malaysian exploration com-
pany Petronas were built in
1974. Now, just because of

roper national vision,

etronas has become so big that
it is operating in 14 countries
and has proposed for some
blocks in gladesh.

“We must learn to appreciate
our own skills and ability. De-
spite negligence of the authori-
ties, Petrobangla has expanded

and achieved remarkable
achievements at very low cost,
But now, its ex are leavi

Petrobangla. | have not hear
anyone in Petrobangla trying to
stop such exodus. s should
stop,” Dr Kamal said.

Other speakers, discussion
on BAPEX, said that a quarter

was lrying to destroy it saying
that it was a liability for the
government. They suggested
that besides regular govern-
ment finances, BAPEX could
raise funds by floating public
shares.

"BAPEX has been deliber-
ately delinked from commer-
cial operation. How can any-
body say that it's a liability.”
said Dr Khandker Mosharraf
Hossain. "Petrobangla itself
can finance BAPEX's schemes
from its own earning.”

M Badruddoza said. to make
BAPEX self-sufficient and vi-
brant, the government must al-
low it to oversee gas production
from the wells it discovered.

Dr M Shahl:lshan said that
BAPEX could turned into a
private organisation for more
efficient operations.

PM's directive
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cerned to take special care of
them,

When the flood will start re-
ceding, various water-borne
diseases will attack the flood
victimms, she said and asked all
to take every precautionary
measures to combat the situa-
tion.

Hasina further directed to
open more medical centres and
Sl_llp'pljf adeguate medicine and
saline in all flood centres and
flood-affected areas.

About the distribution of re-
lief, the Prime Minister said the
ministers have been given the
responsibility of specific dis-
tricts to supervise reliefl opera-
tions,

3 DU students
stabbed near

campus

By Staff Correspondent

Three students of Dhaka
University were stabbed by
unidentified persons at Nilkhet
last night.

- They were admitied to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. All the three are residents
of Mohsin Hall, hospital
sources said.

When contacted Dhanmondi

lice said late last nig]ht they

ad heard about a problem be-
tween some students of the uni-
versity and traders of Nilkhet
Bakusah Market.

But they received no com-
plaint in this regard.

Suspension of DU
classes extended
till Sept 15

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities have decided to extend
suspension of classes till
September 15 as the overall
flood situation remained un-
changed and some of the uni-
versity students are engaged in
the relief activities, said a DU
press release.
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the embankment threatened by
flood waters. The President said
that the embankment must be
protected by putting boulders on
its western side and necessary
steps should be taken after the
flood for avoiding recurrence of
such danger in future.

Parliament members
Khondkar Asaduzzaman, MA
Mannan, Latif Siddiqui, Kader
Siddiqui and GOC Mymensingh
Major General Masudur Rah-
man were present on the occa-
sion,

On his arrival at Rajshahi,
the President visited the Ra-
shahi town protection em-

ankment. The 17 mile-long
embankment is protected by
five groynes, out of which, one
is threatened by flood walers.

The President was told that
the civil administration, in col-
laboration with the army and
the BDR, has been in constant
alert to protect the groyne.

GOC of Bogra Major General
Muhammad Anwar Hossain,
Rajshahi Divisional Commis-
sioner and Chief Engineer of
Rajshahi Water Development
Board briefed the President on
the spot and said that the on-
rush of flood waters is on the
increase and it is flowing above

the danger level.
State Minister for Disaster
Management and Reliel

Talukder Abdul Khaleque ac-
companied the President.

Natore AL, BNP
suspend their
political activities
for 15 days

NATORE. Sept 5 All politi-
cal activities of Awami Leapue
and BNP were suspended for
next 15 days following a recon-
ciliation meeting today to stop
violence in the districl. reports
UNB.

The meeting was held with
DC M Ishag Bhuiyan in the
chair. The decision came after
violent activities for last four
days.

About 20 top leaders of both
parties were present in the
meeting and agreed to suspend
their respective political pro-
grammes for the period.

The two sides also decided
not to interfere into any actions
by the district administration.
Police will take necessary steps
to restore law and order.

Meanwhilé, a dawn-to-dusk
hartal was observed in the town
today protesting terrorism.

Floods
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In its forecast for the next 48
hours yesterday, the FFWC said
the two major rivers would
continue to rise, triggering a
swell in the M:g{:m too.

There have been reports of
fresh floods in Assam. Similar
reports came from Uttar
Pradesh of India.

In fact, the flood waters in
north-western and north-east-
ern India roll down the Ganges
and the Brahmaputra.

“The Brahmaputra accounts
for 55 to 60 per cent of the total
waler volume carried by the
major rivers. Its rise at this
time of the year when the
Ganges is at its peak flow is
certainly unusual,” Dr Jahirud-
din Chowdhury, a professor at
the Institute of Flood and Water
Resources of Engineering Uni-
versity, said.

He said the full moon last
night also had its impact on the
situation. Huge volumes of wa-
ter from the two rivers going
down the Meghna are being im-
g;dcd by the rising tide caused

the lunar cycle, Chowdhury
added.

The FFWC recorded a peak of
5.17 metres during high tide
yesterday, three centimetres
above the previous dayis mark,
The ebb tide declined by two
centimetres from Friday,
recording at 4.37 metres.

According to Chowdhury,
the rise and fall in the tidal
flow are natural before, during
and after the full moon because
the range between the two flows
increases.

He said after the full moon
there would be natural decrease
in the tidal flow.

But the situation would re-
main static, if the Brahmaputra
continues to rise, he added,

President Shahabuddin Ahmed having an aerial view of some flood affected a
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reas of the country yesterday.

— PID photo

| JCD, Shibir enforce

indefinite strike at IU

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY
(Kushtia), Sept 5: All classes
and scheduled examinations of
the Islamic University were
postponed today following in-
definite strike called by two
student bodies, reports UNB.

But the administrative ac-
tivities went as usual and the
University Central Library was
open.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
and Islami Chhatra Shibir en-
forced the indefinite strike
from today protesting what
they said corruption and nepo-
tism of the Vice-Chancellor and
demanding cancellation of ille-
gal appointment of teachers.

They also demanded ap-
pointment of more eligible
teachers and introduction of
the Ernpused Department of
Fikah and Comparative Reli-
gion in the university.

The first day of the strike
passed on peacefully., Trans-
ports carrying officials, teach-
ers and students reached the
campus under police escort, But
the presence of students and
teachers was very thin.

Student bodies who are in
lavour of the strike brought out
silent processions on the cam-
pus, protesting the ban on stu-
dent politics in the university.

Over 400 police personnel

have been deployed on the cam-
pus to avert any untoward situ-
ation,

Following the unrest, the U
authorities postponed today's
scheduled examinations of Ac-
counting, Management, Law
and Economics departments.
The examination of Manage-
ment department. scheduled
tomorrow, has also been post-
poned.

Witnesses said some
ing students, reportedly ac-
tivists of JCD. hurled abuse at
Assistant Proctor M Mizanur
Rahman when he prevented
them from forcibly entering the
VC's office at 11:15 in the momn-
ing.

Earlier, on Friday night, a
meeting between Vice-Chancel-
lor Prof M Qaisuddin and the IU
Teachers' Association (IUTA)
also could nol come up with any
solution.

The IUTA leaders submitted
a memorandum to the VC con-
taining some demands to make
the situation normal. The VC
informed them that he was
acling as per the universitly
rule.

Meanwhile. the |U Teachers
Association called a pgeneral
meeling on Tuesday Lo discuss
the situation on the campus.

T T e

Rubel murder
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in DB custody on July 23 and
they were later put under sus-
pension.

The CID investigators said,
they have sought permission of
the DMP Comimissioner and the
DC DB for producing the "miss-
g’ police personnel. "We are
yel to receive any response from
the superiors regarding this”,
one of the investigators said.

When contacted, DC DB Ba-
zlul Karim told The Daily Star
last night, "No permission is
required for the CID to arrest
any person necessary for inves-
tigation of the case. [t (Rubel
murder case) is a criminal
case.”

Explaining the reason whey
they were not appearing before
the judicial inquiry commis-
sion, Karim said, "Probably
those two DB men will be ap-
pearing before the court and

tace trial”.

The CID is expecting to get
within the next few days the re-
sults of handwriting tests of six
persons in connection with the
Rubel inurder case, Besides, the
DB personnel who are allegedly
involved in the murder of Rubel
the CID also took the specimen
of handwritings of Mukuli Be-
gum, a neighbour of the victim
and a local Awami League
leader.

Mukuli Begum could not be
reached over telephone last
night. Dulal Miah, her husband
said "‘Mukuli has been advised
by doctors not to talk to people
for few days”.

"Mukuli was hospitalised on
August 26 and is now under
medication,” Dulal said.

Press reports said yesterday
that Mukuli Begum was not
staying at her Siddheswari
house in the city.

UN appeal for aid
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conduct a thorough assessment
of the longer term rehabilita-
tion requirements which can
only be completed alter the
flood waters have receded.

At that point, it is intended
to issue a second joint appeal
for covering the rehabilitation

requirements, the release
acdded.
The UN call supported the

appeal issued on August 26 by
the Bangladesh government as
n:ﬁards urgent relief and initial
rehabilitation, and its also in-
cluded the specific relief pro-
grammes of the individual UN
agencies in the country.

The appeal came in view of
the seriousness of flood situa-
tion which, in duration. sur-

assed any previously recorded

coding in the coun which
has killed 470 people so far and
left 21 million people homeless
or marooned, with two-thirds
of the country submerged by
flood waters.

The lloods have caused sub-
stantial damage to crops and
infrastructure. About 9,160km
of roads are damaged, over
6.500 bridges and culverts
washed away and 1,800 schools
were allected.

The vulnerable population
in affected areas is now home-
less, facing acute unemploy-
ment, disease and scarcity of
basic food. Without substantial
assistance over the next four
months, large numbers are at
risk of starvation, the UN ap-
peal said.

The UN has conducted sepa-
rate assessment visits in ﬁ?e
affected areas. A UN Disaster
Assessment and Co-ordination
(UNDAC) team, dispatched from
Office for the Co-ordination
Humanitarian Affairs in

| Geneva, has travelled the areas

with local representatives ol
UNDP, UNICEF, FAO, IFRC and
the Red Crescent Society of
Bangladesh.

The team equally felt that
the governmental food distribu-
tion system was as accurate and
efficlent as possible, given the
general food distribution re-
sources constraints.

The team did not observe,
but received report from medi-
cal teams at the union level on
incidents of diseases related to
the floods.

The teams findings were cor-
roborated by findings of [ive
teams dispatched by WFP to as-
sess food needs and coping

strategies.
The joint UN aEpEal was
prep on this background by

the United Nations Disaster
Management Team in Bangla-
desh, consisting of the heads of
the UN agencies represented in
the country.

Seven Killed
in Tangail

road accident

TANGAIL, Sept 5: Seven pas-
sengers, including two children
were killed and 20 others in-

jured when a luxury coach

skidded off the Dhaka-Tangail
road and fell into a ditch today,
reports UNB.

The dead could not be identi-

fied immediately.

Some of the injured were
iven first aid in Kumudini
ﬂuFPItul at Mirzapur.

olice said a Dhaka-bound
alr-conditioned bus from Ra-
jshahi fell in to a road side
ditch at about 3 pm while it was
flvi side to a truck coming
rom the opposite direction.

agitat-

| ’ta::lt: &n% said.

Body to pmbe_-

police-mob

clash in city

By Staff Correspondent

A three-member inquiry
committee was formed yester-
day to investigate the incident
of clash between police and a
mob at the South Plaza of the
Sangsad Bhaban Friday
evening.

A young woman, Ishrat Ja-
han, was allegedly assaulted
police, prompting the clash. Be-
sides, at least 50 le were in-
jured and 40 rotor vehicles
were damaged in the incident.

The inquiry committee
headed Assistant Inspector
General (Crime) MA Hanif in-
cludes two Assistant Deputy
Commissioners.

Meanwhile, police filed two
cases with Tejgaon thana late
Friday night, accusing 19 peo-
ple of trespassing, damaging
state Empcrly and attacking po-
lice. Sixteen of them were ar-
rested,

Police said three of the 19
accused. including Ishrat, have
been absconding since the inci-
dent.

The arrested accused were
produced before the CMM's
court yesterday. The court sent
them to Dhaka Central Jail.

Extra police force has been
deployed in the area since Fri-
day night.

Spl ADB fund
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“The situation is very severe
and we will do what is possible
on our part,” he told a ques-
tioner.

The ADB delegation leader
indicated that the Bank may
provide fund to repair the
communication network, par-
ticularly in the rural areas.

The eight-member delega-
Lion met with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. cabinet mem-
bers, chamber leaders and
NGOs. and also visited several
ADB-aided projects.

They visited Chittagong Hill

, iracts, Chittagong Port, Banga-

bandhu Bridge and the Flood
Protection Project in Sirajganij.

About the financial assis-
tance to the CHT, Pittore said
the Bank may formulate a 15-
20 years plan for the develop-
ment of the region.

"It (CHT) needs development
of road, education, health and
other sectors.” he said.

Another member of the
team. Hans-Jurgen Styrk, said
a mission will visit the CHT to-
wards the end of this year or
early next year to make a study
for the development of CHT.

Pittore also said the ADB is
working for upgradation of
Chittagong Port.

He expressed satisfaction
over the performance of the
Bank-aided projects.

But still there is some room
for improvement of the imple-
mentation rate by removing
certain bottlenecks like the
problem of land acquisition,
the ADB team leader said.

Train
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During the strike, four
trains were stranded at Chit-
tagong station and three at Pa-
hartali station.

The kidnapped driver was
released at about 2:30 pm at the
Pahartali station. Delwar was
admitted to the hospital.

Power plant
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dia. Singh said.

The latest offer by NTPC is
an "improvement” over the ear-
lier one in which transporta-
tion of gas in Bangladesh was
mooted, drawing opposition
from Bangladesh government,
the NTPC chairman said.

"The new proposal,” Singh
said, "k in mind the inter-
ests of both Indian and
Bangladesh and should be ac-
ceptable to Dhaka as it would

meet the growing demand for
infrastructure in Bangladesh."
Multinational companies

like AES Transpower, Enron
and Shell have been shortlisted
for the gasfields and are likely

7 U0 oL e gy pactoers

Two committees have been
set up in Bangladesh and India
involving Power Grid Corpora-
tion to look into possibilities of
transmission of power from the

| proposed plant.
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AL doing nasty politics Wlﬂ;
people's plight: Khaleda

GAZIPUR, Sept 5: BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia today accused the govern-
ment of misleading the dis-
tressed people by blowing up its
relief operation in state-run
television, reports UNB.

"Awami ague is doing
nasty politics with the miseries
of the people." said the opposi-
tion leader refuting allegation
by government leaders against
her. "BNP has never cam-
paigned for political gains out
of miseries of the l:»cop..e:."

“For mere publicity, the rul-
ing party is making roti on
roadside,” um Zia said. She
advised the Prime Minister to
refrain from vituperative cam-
1::#'.1lﬂ?I involving her name.

e opposition leader as-
sured the Prime Minister of all-
out cooperation to face the cri-
sis "if the government truly goes
for giving relief to the needy.”

NP chairperson was speak-
ing briefly while distributing
relief materials among the
flood affected people at Teesta-

ate, Milla Bazar, Majida High

chool and Gachha High
School flood shelters in Tongi
and Gazipur.

She said BNP's demand of
forming all party relief com-
mittee was intended to check
plunder of relief goods and en-
sure proper distribution among
the atfected people.

But, she regretted, "they
(ru y leaders) would not
forrm the committee. Their only
nbl|ecu~.re is to deprive and de-
ceive the people. They make
commitments but never im-
plement.”

"You have done a mistake by
casting vote for Awami League
in the past. Do not repeat the
mistake in future,” Begum Zia
told the people.

She said it is a tragedy that
whenever Awami League came
to power, prices of essentials
went up and calamity engulfed
the nation. Sufferings of the

people will be increase if this
: continue to rule the coun-
ry.

Referring to the increasing
rice of rimtg. onion, pulse, edi-
e oil and other essentials, she

asked the ment to check
the upw trend to keep the
prices within the buying capac-
ity of the commonman.

prehending a grave post-
fl situation, the opposition
leader called upon the govern-
ment to take uate measures
to face the situation. She cau-
tioned that thousands of people
will be rendered jobless.

JU teachers
end boycott

of classes

By JU Correspondent

The Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity Teachers' Association
(JUTA) ay decided to end
their boycott and resume
classes from today following
expulsion of two students re-
sponsible for assaulting a
leaclg on the campus on Au-
guI‘ﬂj'tl".l'n.-: decision was taken at a
meeting with JUTA president
Jasimuddin Ahmed in the
chair. The meeting, however,
termed the action inadequate,
said a press release.

The JU authorities expelled
BCL general secretary at JU
Jasimuddin Manik for one year
and another leader, eer
Mehedi Hasan Titu, for a two
ears from the university on
ednesday for assaulting the
teacher. Rehnuma Ahmed.

The JUTA also demanded
immediate punishment of the
culprits involved in the recent
rape of three students on the
campus and announced a two-
hour token strike from 10 am
on September 13 if the demand
is not met by that time. :

From Page 1

prices are kept static through
vigorous ‘5uvcw|ilr}menthintcnr:n-
tion, will not have ¢:

(e h{lpﬁ'];ﬂﬂ canti:ad tg a de-
mand depression and infla-
tion.”

Dr Quazi Shahabuddin, re-
search director of BIDS, said
that the timing of food import
is a very crucial factor in coping
with the flood situation.

“If import is delayed. prices
will increase.,” said Dr Sha-
habuddin. "This will ut
marﬁlnal farmers and landless
E{'up e at distress. On the other

and, late arrival of food can
result in a glut and there can be
sharp decline in rice prices.
This will affect the farmers
harshly. This has happened in
the past in Bangladesh.”

It is now estimated that at
least two million tons of Aman
rice and 0.3 million ton of Aus
rice have been wiped out by the
flood. This will necessitate at
least four million tonnes of rice
import this year.

e current food stock will
last till October without much
strain on the price, hutwl::r
November, the ent 1
have to ensure lood import and
distribution, noted Dr Sha-
habuddin. The government will
have to intervene in the market
in a bigger way bﬁ November.

On the other hand, the tim-
ing of the safety net programme
of the government for the
marginal and landless farmers
also to be advanced. It should be
started from October as soon as
the water recedes, said Dr Sha-
habuddin.

The government should en-
sure private import by giving
incentives to the private sector
and by removing any tensions
with India. On the other hand,
the government should ite
its own import and food aid
f[rom donors, Shahabuddin

Italian killed in
Khulna road

accident

KHULNA, Sept 5: An Italian
national was killed in a road
accident on Khulna-Satkhira
road near Gutudia in Dumuria
thana today, rts UNB.

The victim, Maraca Marauti
Ozii, 31, was working in a for-
eign organisation at Boira,
Khulna.

Police said Ozii was drivin
a motorbike which was collid
with a BDR vehicle comin
from opposite direction. He di
on the spot.

: A case was filed with the po-
ice.

Huge arms
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placed under suspension and
closed in the police lines.

The Court Sub-Inspector
(CSI) Majejul Islam and one
constable Jalaluddin have been
a;:; , and tikm Em cus-
t suspecting their "direct in-
vulgcmcnt" in the theft, the
KMP Commissioner said.

The lice commissioner
further said that of
ventilator and locks of the s
room is a "set-up” case, :
the firearms were removed
from the store room at different
times in connivance with the
CSI and the constable already
taken into custody," he said.

Dr KM Nabiul Islam, re-
search fellow of BIDS who is do-
ing a study on the impact of the
flood, however, is concerned .
about the industrial sector re-

mve_ll:z.
"The flood will have a multi-

plying effect on the small and
medium-scale industries,” he
said. "Small industries in and
around Dhaka have suffered
severely which will also affect
backward and forward li e
industries related to these. The
industrial sector will suffer
more than the 1988 flood be-
cause of the duration of flood."
Dr Murshid said unlike the
1988 flood, this year's flood will
have an adverse impact on agri-
culture. "After the 1988 flood,
food production increased in
Bangladesh. But it will not be
the same this time because time
for the Aman cultivation has
already passed. As a result, it
will be impossible to meet the
%uwth target for agriculture.
ce alone accounts for 70 per
cent of the agricultural grawﬁ"
"There would be demand ori-
ented effects on the economy.”
added Dr Murshid. "The flood
affected people will go for asset
quuidatinn. Already, they are
selling off their livestocks and
poultry at chea to sus-
tain the long flood. But it is ex-
pected that after the water re-
cedes, people would also go for
selling their land which will
reduce prices of land as well.”

UZ Parishad
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Parishad.

On the basis of the commis-
sion's report, Local Government
(Union Parishad) Second
Amendment Act, 1997, was

assed by the Jatiya Sangsad
ast year and election to some
4,000 union parishads in the
country were held in a staggered
manner throughout the month
of December last year.

Of the four tiers of local gov-
ernment structure, the govern-
ment is now giving more impor-
tance to Upazila Parishad and
wants it to enjoy greater [ree-
dom in serving the constituents.

Upazila parishads would be
empowered to impose taxes for
local purposes, to Fre are their
budgets, maintain s and re-
cruit officials and employees
for various departments at lo-
cal level, said sources.

Composition of wupazila
parishads will also vary as the
number of union parishads un-
der all upazilas is not the same.

Chairmen of all union
parishads under a particular
upazila will be ex-officio mem-
bers of that upazila parishad.
However, chairmen of the up-
arila parishads will be direc {'
elected on the basis of adul
franchise.

There will be arrangements
for indirect elections to elect
female members in each up-
azila parishad. Female mem-
bers of all union partshads un-
der a particular upazila will be
eligible to cast votes for
three female members of tha
upazila shad.

Besides, heads of different

ana |l

ent d ts at the
ﬁ evel will be 'non-voting'
members and the TNO (Thana
Nirbahi Officer) will be mem-

ber-secretary of wupazila

parishad.



