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Destitution of Thinking: A Chronic

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed
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0. at last the official an-
Srmuncemenl has been
made. Formal launching of
anti-government agitational
pro me was declared by ex-
president H M Ershad at the end
' of a traffic-jamming procession
of the Jatiya Party on August
10, 1998. Among the numerous
complaints against the Awami
League Government alteast one
sounded verbatim to that
dished out by BNP Chairperson
and the Secretary General only
the other day. It went that the
Government's reliefl work for
the flood-affected people was

confined to the TV screen only.
It has been customary with
our politicians to forget their
own doings or mis-doings when
thrown out of power. To keep
their tongues full they are used
to utter, rightly or wrongly, the’
self-same rhetorics that those
in power belaboured with when
they were in opposition. There
is nothing new in it, rather, it is
a foregone conclusion that the
eople of the country have
Earrllj.r to make any extra effort

Lo KHOW.

e can look back to the 1988
flood scenario. General Ershad
was in power. The TV screen
was, as usual, replete with
many a publicity stunts to tell
us how agile the President had
been. The suffering millions
trapped in water did of course
have some succour through re-
lief operations. On the top of
that the fateless people had too
a musical piece to contain
themselves in their miserable
plight. The 'dubious’ poet in-
stantly had turned into a 'lyri-
cist’. On Azmal Huda Mithu's
tuning of the lyrical piece the

eople continued to be ruth-
essly haunted by the song. It
was indeed a banal altempt to
seduce the people in distress.
The lengthy presentation on the
TV screen synchronized with
scenes depicting the | en-
eral. gum-booted, wading
through the flood-waters or
talking to women on make-
shift platform, in fright and di-
spair. Instead of evoking sym-
pathies, most relevant at those

trying moments, it made an en-
tirﬂ%jmular presentation.

e truth in this year's flood
intervention has been that
Sheikh Hasina [ailed to have a
‘musical’ launching. -

The leader of the truncated
Jatiya Party, almost continu-

ously losing allegiance of many
leaders including the veteran
Mijanur Rahman Chowdhury.
appears to have been seized by a
state of mental obsolence. The
chain of events in the party has
surfaced many internal discord
within. Its parliamentarians
are openly divided, the ex-Sec-
retary General Anwar Hossain
Manzu playing the role of a
silent mentor for those who do
not see eye to eye with Ershad's
half-hearted anti-government
stance, Mizan Chowdhury's un-
ceremonious dismissal from
the position of senior Vice-
Chairman has given a new di-
mension to the rift within. In-
cidentally. it may be recalled
that the current discomfiture
within the party had started
when Zafar-Muazzem duo
parted with Ershad. said to be
on grounds of disagreements on
policy matters.

l.rshad does not appear to
remember that it was during his
time the local government
framework was approved and
inducted by him for Chittagong
Hill Tracts. The Peace Treaty
signed by the Awami League
Government has many inputs
of his LG framework. Again
tuning with his arch enemy (?)
Begum Zia he says the Peace
Treaty is anti-constitutional.
The BNP Chairperson added
that the treaty would give away
a substantial area of our terri-
tory from Feni to Chittagong
Hill Tracts, to India. etc. Con-
currently she had a massive
ride through an assumed alien
(!) territory without intercep-
tion. Still then, the actual im-
plementation of the peace ac-
cord, being a tricky and lengthy
process and currently being
mooted out, shall continue to be
under closer scrutiny.

Turning to Ershad again, his

remarks on the law and order
situation in the country are
very much in tune with the en-
tire population irrespective of
political affiliation. But his
views on the Judiclary vis-a-
vis, the decentralization of the
High Court into six Divisional
Benches away from Dhaka at
his own instance and during his
Presidency have been received
badly by the leading lawyers of
the country. They have taken
Ershad's remarks as contempt
of court for having outraged the
constitutional provisions of the
Vilith amendment, besides, his

articularising Justice Sha-
Eabuddin Ahmed for leading
the Supreme Court Appellate
Division's verdict reversing Er-
shad's aweful transgression
into the judicial system. It is
however, palpable where the
shoe pricks. He finds it very
difficult to forget that it was
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.
as the Head of the Caretaker
Government in 1990-1991 who
sent him to jail at the behest of
the then Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

Only very recently the ex-
president had been publicly ex-

pressing his dislike for hartal.
which, he thought, could do
nothing but to compound mis-

eries of the common man and to
affect national economy ad-
versely. Evidently his works
were pointed to BNP which too,
during their time in power, used
to hate hartal and were now
enjoying it frequently. Curi-
ously enough, the JP chief fol-
lowed suit with BNP on July 30,
1998, calling a half-day hartal
as against BNP's full day to reg-
ister protest against killing of
Rubel, Here too. he had his 'i-
dentity problem’ which he
sought to protect by slicing the
period to be distinctive.

Indeed Rubel's death in po-
lice custody has rocked the
whole nation. Inspite of the
initial attempt by some quar-
ters to give it a political hue, his
father's firm rejection of such a
heinous attempt turned the
table upside down for the

crooked contrivers. And de-
spite Government's quickest
ever intervention in the matter
its political opponents did not
fail to expose their destitute
mental upkeeping. As usual the
so-called militant followers
went on rampage in the city
streets damaging a number of
public and private vehicles. The
departed soul of the bright
youngman mercilessly beaten
to death on July 23, 1998, must
have been reeling in high heav-
ens at such insidious agression
on his totally non-political im-
age. Would that ever vindicate
the diabolical murder in har-
ness?

Notwithstanding the mea-
sures already taken by the Gov-
ernment to bring the culprits to
books and the Judicial Enquiry
apart, the manner in which the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) has been doing
its assigned part of the job con-
tinues to provoke consterna-
tion of the whole nation. Par-
ticularly. the series of stories
coming in a vernacular daily
about the all:%‘led principal ac-
cused Akram Hossain will de-
serve much to be said. CID in-
vestigators do not appear to
have realized that any wishful
exploitation of their homogene-
ity with the men from DB would
further soil the already emaci-
ated countenance of the entire
police department. The serious
attitude of the Home Minister
in respect of Akram's irregular
lodging in PG Hospital prison
cell is expected to present a re-
deeming feature.

The indispensible decision
for the Government is to get the
case tried by a sitting Judge of
the High Court composing a
single-man Tribunal. To form
such a tribunal our legal experts
can advise the President on the
possibility of doing it by an or-
dinance — the enactment may
perhaps be done by the next ses-
sion of Jatiya sad to meet
the constitutional obligation.
Let no one play with the sanc-
tity of justice. Let its ends be
met on topmost priority basis.

An interview with Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray

It's Unfortunate that Hid are

Fighting against Me

R Bal Thackeray.canriot. .
Munderstand why the

Congress is demanding
the dismissal of the Shiv Sena-
BJP Government in
Maharashtra over the Srikr-
ishna Commission report,.
"“Why is a rope being identified
as a snake? What have we done?
The Srikrishna report is bi-
ased. Justice Srikrishna was
not prepared to accept our ver-
sion or the evidence and proof
we wanted to give. Now false ac-
cusations are being made about
the law and order situation. Has
it gone out of control? Are large
scale murders taldn%.lplace reg-
ularly? Are then what is the
reason? If some gangsters are
killing each other thcn that
only minimises Lhe work ol
government,” he rewarks, al

" most convinced thatl he is 1mak-

ing a profound point.

It was a rainy day and we
were sitting in the private draw-
ing room of the Shiv Sena chiefl
at his residence "Matushree™ at
the Kalamandir housing com-
plex for writers, pocts and
artists in Bandra east, Muinbai.
The Shiv Sena chief is wearing
his trademark half-a-dozen
holy necklaces and is comiort-
ably dressed in rust coloured
raw-silk kurta and a matching
wrap-around lungi. Facing him
on the wall is a laminated pic-
ture of the first militant saint
of Maharashtra. Shri Samarth
Ramdas Swami. On the coffee-
- table are two audio-cassettes
- whose covers proclaim 'Garv se
kaho hum Hindu hain' next to a
sign which says, "I like people
who get the things done. " What
things, one wonders. Mr
Thackeray switches on a large
tape-recorder in front of him
saying that he will record the
conversation because his views
are often distorted by the me-
dia. I switch on mine. Talking
about the role of the Shiv Sena
in the Mumbai riots of Decem-
ber 1992 and Janu 1993, Mr
Thackeray seems to borrow the
military analogy used by Jus-
tice Srikrishna in describing
his role in the communal riots
as that of a veteran General di-
recting his soldiers to attack
Muslims. He says, "After a war
do you ask a soldier about what
he did? During a war a Ewan
(soldier) has a responsibility.
We behaved as jawans
(soldiers). Yes." He says that
"what we did at that time was
retaliation and no attack”, and
accuses the Srikrishna Com-
mission of not asking basic
questions about who started the
riots, the role of the Urdu press
and of not giving enough impor-
tance to the Mumbai bomb
blasts of March 1993. Had he
read the commission's report
carefully, he would have known

that the commission has nei

ther gone soft on any commu-

nity nor fudged the role of the
Pakistan-inspired Muslim
youth in the bomb blasts of
March 1993. Mr Thackeray
sees his isolation from political
leaders today as the betrayal of
Hinduism. "It is unfortunate
that the Hindus are fighting
against me" he says. Directing
his ire at former Prime Minis-
ter H. D. Deve Gowda, with
whom he thought he had a rap-
port, he says: " Yeh Deve a,

this élderly person Who yseé
say that he had great

love for me is now asking for
my arrest. We dined together at
Amitabh Bachchan's cost. So
who is he betraying today? Yeh
sab namak haram hain saale
(they are all bctragcrs}i Shame-
less people. For their own sur-
vival th%harc killing the na-
tion.” y should I tolerate
this?" he says angrily. "l am go-
ing to consolidate the Hindus,
of course. Come what may. I
have been doing it, and now I
will do it with ater vigour.
You can't stop me. When the
Muslims are proud of calling
themselves Muslims, why the
hell should I not call myself a
Hindu? Why should I not? To
hell with your rules and your
political parties. "

And to hell with the separa-
tion of religion and politics?
"You don't know where to draw
the line (between religion and
politics) and as long as you
don't have that sense, don't dis-
cuss where religion should end
and politics begin and vice
versa. Why the hell are you
making all this fuss? For whom
are you doing it?" he asks. He
then reiterates that the com-
mission's report does not pay
adequate attention to the
killing of Hindus which
sparked off the second phase of
rioting on Jan. 6 1993 — exactly
a month after the demolition of
the Babri Masjid and the ensu-
ing riots in Mumbai. "And you
blame that thing also on us and
say that we are the initiators?”
he asks. But what about the
Maha-aratis and the Ghant-
nadhs {rin%ing of temple bells)
organised by the Shiv Sena in
temples after the demolition of
the Babri Masjid throughout
the month of December up to
the second phase of rioting?
Didn't that create a communal
atmosphere? "Yes. And | will do
it again. I will do it again. If
they don't stop performing Na-
maz on the streets, I will starl
the Maha-aratis again. It is my
birth-right. We are not holding
Maha-aratis in Pakistan or in
some Arab country. You are

utting restrictions on us in our

otherland. while they enjm
all the fruits of religious fanat-
cism ? And Hindus like you are
supporting them?" he retorts.
But one did not support the pub-
lic display of any religion. "I
know. | am just saying it", he
says ine llcabl¥. The Shiv
Sena chief also feels that "no
importance is given by the
Srikrishna Commission to the
bomb blasts (of March 1993) in
which thousands and thou-
sands were crippled. They be-
came the living dead. And more
than 350 died. Nothing has been
done about that because it was
the work of Muslims in a Hindu
area. And then it is said that it
is the r people who were re-
sponsible for the bomb blasts.
Poor people? They are poor
people and we are the al-
nayaks, the villains?" he asks.
In fact, nowhere does the
Srikrishna Commission report
describe the perpetrators of the
bomb blasts as "poor people”,
and nor does it condone the
blasts. In fact, the commission
clearly identifies the hand of
‘Pakistan and "brainwashed

to_.
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by Bharat Bhushan

_*Unrepentant Thackeray : We behaved like soldiers

Muslim youngsters” in the con-
spiracy which was aided and
EIEEH{‘H by Dawood Ibrahim,
Mohammed Dossa and Tiger
Memon. "Suffice it to say that
all the accused, except two or
three, are Muslims and there is
no doubt that the major role in
the conspiracy, at the Indian as
well as foreign end, was played
by Muslims,” the report con-
Eﬁldﬂﬁ. It also notes that 713
(and not thousands and thou-
sands) were injured in the
blasts, and 257 lost their lives.
What seems apparent is that the
crisis created by the indictment
of the Shiv Sena in general and
Mr Bal Thackeray in particular
by the Srikrishna Commission
is now being used politically by
the Sena chief to reinforce his
"Hindu" credentials. His briel
flirtation with secular politics.
although he hates the word, is
coming to a swift end. This de-

viation” included the Shiv
Sena-BJP Government funding
a Muslim religious function in
Mumbai to the tune of Rs. 15
lakh, and Mr Thackeray him-
self suggesting earlier this year
that a national monument o
freedom fighters named after
Mangal Pande be built at the
disputed site at Aiyudh a with
separate pieces of land being

ven to Hindus and Muslims to

uild a Ram temple and a
mosque, respectively. Now, be-
cause the idea was not appreci-
ated, he says, "l am not gnh_}%tu
insist on that solution. is
dream [ had has been demol-
ished by the political rascals. |
will behave as a staunch Hindu
now. | want a Ram Mandir there
now and nothing else. That's
all. 1 can’'t behave as a gentle-
man when | am surrounded by

rascals’.
Courtesy @ Hindustan Times
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Sticky Fibres |

CIENTISTS from the Indian Defence Research and Devclui-
ment Organisation (DRDO) have rencelty patented a break-

biotechnological process that can be employed to pro-
evlar aramid fibres used extensively in aircraft, space
systems and rocket motor casings. These are also used as high-
strength materials to make fibre-reinforced polymer matrix
composites that find various applications in aircraft as well as
space-related industries. DRDO's newly-patented process over-
comes a major hurdle faced in all conventional modes of devel-
oping kevlar aramid fibres — poor surface bonding — by expos-
ing these to a substance produced
plex organic medium. The organisation claims that the process
improves the adhesive properties of the fibres by as much as 30-

Damaged Senseless

T HE first concrete evidence that repetitive strain injury (RSI)
is caused by damage to sensory nerves by has been reported
hﬁ researchers at the Universit

shows a quantitative sensory deficit in patients with RSI. Jane
and her team used a 100-hertz vibrameter to obtain
threshold vibrations for the nerves of hands and arms of 17
patients whose jobs involved intensive keyboarding. Patients
and office workers showed clear signs of sensory loss consistent

by a certain bacteria in a com-

of London, UK. This study
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Yunus and Economics, Once Again

by Mahfuzur Rahman

Eili.nﬁlu ?Iarr 5

Hashemi takes exception to my description of much of Yunus' speech as the ''verbiage of an evangelist "' that
makes his discussion difficult to follow. That term also reflected my frustration with the sweeping nature of
Muhammad Yunus' condemnation of traditional economics and his presentation of what I consider wishful

——

never thought that I would
take up the matter again and
so soon. As far as this
subject matter goes, I promise
self that this second article
be absolutely my last (at
least for a long while). And 1
intend to be very brief. Readers
of this article might find it
umﬁul to read the first article as
well.

It all started with a speech of
Muhammad Yunus castigating
text-book economics as a
handmaiden of blood-thirsty
profit-seekers and his startlin
discovery that the "seeds o
poverty are 1planl:d firmly in
the pages of economic text-
books". (Excerpt published in
the DS. April 2, 1998]).

In a rejoinder published in
the DS ( April 17, 1998) | at-
tempted to show what text-
book economics does or does
not do in the Yunus context,
pointed to the enormous eco-
nomic wellbeing brought about
by a system, warts and all, that
gave rise to modern economics,
offered a critique of Muham-
mad Yunus' emphasis on self-
employment as a major vehicle
of economic development. and
underlined the utopian nature
of his ideas. | ended by suggest-
ing that there may not be much
wrong with the economist’'s
mingese W' EHBURASA HiE
succession by a series ol articles
in the DS, some of which were
written mainly in defence of
text-book economics and were
in various degrees critical of
Muhammad Yunus' ideas,
though some of them were quite
receptive of his sentiments.

In August the DS, jointly
with the tre for Alternatives
and the British Council, orga-
nized a roundtable billed as a
discussion on " Economics of
Muhammad Yunus: An Alter-
native Paradigm in the Mak-
ing?". The August 27 issue of DS
contained a summary of the
discussion and the main papers
presented, incl A -note
paper by Syed M. Hashemi,
Muhammad Yunus' deputy at
Grameen, along with ex ts of
a conversation with Muham-
mad Yunus, with the interes
title of "Yunusonomics:
Paradigm in the Making". The
Hashemi paper was, signifi-
cantly, entitled " Professor
Yunus Versus Neo Classical

'Ihcnlo%",

| had earlier seen. by cour-
tesy of a [riend in the US., a
more elaborate version of es-
sentially the same paper enti-

" tled " Proféessor Yunus' Versus
“"Neo Classical Theology:~ The -

Quest for a Surrogate
Paradigm”, in which he brack-
ets me with Kabir U Ahmad,
whose critique of Muhammad
Yunus followed mine in the DS,
and takes issue with us both.
For the present purpose [ have
taken into account this version

of the Hashemi paper along

with the papers and discussions
t[];:sm appeared in the August 27

Hashemi takes exception to
my description of much of
Yunus' s h as the "verbiage
of an evangelist " that makes
his discussion difficult to fol
low. That term also reflected
my frustration with the sweep-

ing nature of Muhammad
Yunus' condemnation of tradi-
tional economics and his pre-
sentation of what | consider
wishful thinking as an alterna-
tive paradigm. Nothing has
happened since then to make
me change my mind.

Hashemi, however, tries to
turn the table on the likes of me
and suggests that " it is neo
classical economics, that Mr.
Mahfuzur Rahman, Kabir U
Ahmad and the retinue of neo
classical followers consider so
scientific that is actually logi-
cally inconsistent and there-
fore based on faith". This is as
good a starting point as any for
a brief discussion of the issues
involved.

In harping on neo-classical
economics the acolyte has gone
one better than the mentor.
While Muhammad Yunus casti-
gates text-book economics,
Hashemi singles out neo-classi-
cal economics, calling it an ir-
relevance to which he consigns
most economists, especially
those whnddnh not talk about

verty and the r in eve

E?ﬁath, This is haﬁﬂr the la::};
for a debate on what neo-classi-
cal economics is really like or
whether it is fair to tar all
mainstream economists with
the neo-classical brush. Stu-
dents of economics need only
note in passing that the legiti-
mate abstractions and simpli-
fications of reality that eco-
nomics makes are, to Hashemi,
only a matter of "faith”, which
suggests a ludicrous refusal o
understand the nature and sig-
nificance of economics as a s¢i
ence.

Far more important is .
however, the possibility that
the attack on text-book, or neo-
classical. economics is in part a
red herring and is designed to
underestimate the potentiali-
ties of the modern economic

tem, that Muhammad Yunus
in effect castigates, in re;ucing
poverty. As some participants
in the :::uundtabl: wlzre quick to

t qu:. instead cgf elahdﬂrat-
ing on the proposed paradigm,
!-?faheml only renews his attack
on neo-classical economics.

Hashemi's reply to such crit-
icism was that Muhammad
Yunus did not claim to have
found a new paradigm, that he
was only calling for one. That
he has not found a new

aradigm is certainly true. But
R‘Iuhammad Yunus does give
one the impression that he is
about to find it or at least that

R MRAETLEPR Mg ebout

nemics of Muhammad Yumis"
and "Yunusonomics” only rein-
force the impression.

However attractive it might
be to popular mind to call for a
new economics that "has the
human being at its centre”, it is
a dangerous illusion that such
economics is in the offing. The
phrase "paradigm shift” should
not be taken lightly. In the pre-
sent context, it suggests the to-
tal abandonment of economiics
as we know it. It requires that
all the components of the "new"
system — these presumably are:
focus on the poor. micro-credit,
self-employment . enhanced
social consciousness aid so on
— are Tully in place and that if

thinking as an alternative paradigm. Nothing has happened since then to make me change my mind.

L]

they come into conflict with
sell interest-driven activities, it
is the latter that must give way.
It is an illusion to expect these
conditions to be met in practice
in any society. Any facile no-
tion that a new paradigm is on
the horizon will only deflect
attention from the need for na-
tional resolve to take difficult
decisions that are essential for
rapid economic growth and de-
velopment in Bangladesh.

uhammad Yunus glories
in the power of imagination.
There is nothing wrong with
imagination and indeed few
great things have come about
without it. But imagination can
also run wild and the professor
appears unable to realize this
wh

7 14 d86Sent speech at the

fiftieth anniversary ol the En-
gineers' Institute he said, " |
think the power of imagination
is the greatest power of man
and only this has made man
superior to other animals” (DS.
June 29, 1998,

I should have thought that
there are other equally impor-
tant traits that separate hu-
mans from other species. How
about the power of rational
thinking, for example? This
remninds me of the old story of a
man who imagined that he
could ?ennanently straighten
the curly tail of a dog and spent
a lifetime trying to accomplish
that feat, of course without suc-
cess. Lesson: it is sometimes
necessary to curb imagination.

Hashmi asks what makes
me uncomfortable with Profes-
sor Yunus' ideas. The answer
should by now be fairly clear.
He also asks rhetorically, "it
remains to be seen whether
Kabir U Ahmad and Mahfuzur
Rahman will remain with the
mindset of the old and cling on
to neo classical theology or
struggle with us for a new
paradigm that can intellectu-
ally assist in ushering in a

verty-free world". Speaking
or myself and ignoring the un-
called for charge of being a ret-
inue of neo-classical eco-
nomics, this simply will not do.
It takes for granted that noth-
ing short of a paradigmatic
shift can free the world of
poverty.

Professor Yunus and associ-
ates make much of the mind-
set supposedly created by text-
book economics that is thought
to be responsible for our ability
to fight poverty. As [ see it, there
is nothing wrong "with ‘thee
“mind-set” of a ' mainstream
roontomist, whigh s capable of,
being ecritical pf the failings of
ecotwommics and the economic
systgm. .

‘ ere is a well-known say-
ing in America, a practical ad-
vice of an unsophisticated
man: If it ain't broke, don't fix
it. There is much wisdom in the
saying. There may be much that
is unsatisfactory both in eco-
nomics and the system that it
seeks to portray and study. but
there is little reason for call to
bury (Hashemi's term ) the dis-
cipline and abandon the sys-
tem. It is always healthy to he
critical of anyv system we pet
used 10 oyen RS- olseiodt dHE
tom should corrupt the world
But one should take extreme

runegnscionably -

ciety lieg dl-‘;ﬁ.mdrilr. iR

care in examining the defects o
the systemn before deciding to
jettison it, especially if the al-
ternative is not all too clear.
Like democracy, the eco-
nomic system that the present
age inherited may deserve only
two cheers, but all other known
systems appear to deserve none
at all. We all remember Field
Marshal Ayub Khan's novel
idea that what the country
needed was "basic democracy”,
as western democracy did not
suit the genius of the ple.

”‘“ﬁMﬁ%ﬁﬁWs rx at

some length to underline his
point. He does not mention that
one of the most glowing trib-
utes ever paid to the achieve-
ments of the capitalist system
is to be found in the Communist
Manifesto. It is surely tenden-
tious to point, as Hashemi does,
to the homeless and the large
number of people without i-
cal insurance in America as
gross failures of "policy pre-
scriptions emanating from the
neo classical paradigm”. Would
not he be glad to see Bangladesh
change place with America?

As | pointed out in my earlier
write-up, economics is indeed
concerned with reduction of

verty. even though it does not
oudly proclaim this. Economic
growth does reduce poverty, as
any comparison between
developing and developed
countries would tell you. We in
Bangladesh are mostly poor not
because of a mind-set created by
text-book economics but be-
cause, for a complex number of
reasons, the system of economy
that it discusses is not firmly in
place here.

Incidentally, we are told
that some participants in the
roundtable found economics
"going through a crisis period”.
It is not entirely clear what to
make of this. One thing is clear
though: in many developing
countries the crisis is rather in
policy making, often in the in-
ability of political leaders to
make economic development
their top priority. We need go
no farther than our own coun-
try for an example. Compared
to this, the alleged crisis of eco-
nomics is of little more than

academic interest. .

One might as well point out
here, finally, that a humane so-
ciety does not necessarily call
for "humane” economics, what-
ever that might mean. If it did,
all western societies would be
inhwmane.
The wellspring of a humane so-

social

oli nd in thé social, politi-
Eal %é ‘cultural miHéu. and is
not to be sought in economic
text-books. It is also easy to for-
get how subordinate economics
is to other social disciplines.
particularly politics.

Professor Yunus has been
lauded for his work in the area
of poverty alleviation and I
think rightly so. His Grameen
experiment has come in for
special praise. He should con-
tinue to do what he does best
and leave economics alone.

The author is an economist
with a long career with the
I mited Nations. He lives in New

York from where he sent this
article.

N any trade union situation,

there has to be an employer

and employees. More than
that, however, there has to be
an elemlent ngy ex lnitathlan of
the employee the employer.
When it comes to higher educa-
tion, we have developed a pecu-
liar kind of variation from this
pattern. It is the State which is
the empoyer and the teachers
are its employees. When it
comes to grievances, sometimes
those are real and sometimes
those are selfimagined or in-
vented, if one may soy so,

Currently, we have a strike
called by the All India Associa-
tion of University and College
Teachers Organisation
(AIFUCTO). In addition, we
have another body called FED-
CUTA. This is an organisation
of the Federation Central
Universities Teachers which
came into being in the wake of
the 1987 strike. Most of the
lime it was dormant but, of late,
it has become active. Currently
it represents the teachers of the
central Universities. These are
directly funded by the UGC, it
may be added. The AIFUCTO
has called an indefinite strike
while the latter body has given
a call for a strike for a few days.
Whether it chooses to end the
strike nd the first few days
or extends it remains to be seen.

The issue is the UGC scales of
pay. It should not be necessary
to repeat the story of what the
Rastogi Committee recom-
mended, how the UGC revised
those recommendations as it
were and what decision has
been ﬂnalll{Dtaken by the Min-
istry of HRD. These have been
discussed for quite some
months now.

Having said this, it should be
clearly recognised that these
two bodies have two different
targets. The AIFUCTO knows
that in all likelihood the Centre
is not likely to reconsider the
decision made by it already. Its
target, however, is the various
State ments. While the

Centre has committed itself to
. pay 80 chr cent of the additional
expen

ture incurred by a State
for a period of five years, it
stands to reason that every
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State has to take a definite de-
cision in this regard.

The AIFUCTO believes that,
il the strike goes on long
enough, several ol the State
governments will accept the
UGC scales: otherwise they
might keep the matter pending.
Even if half a dozen states do
that, the strike would have been
successful to that exlent.
Maybe, more than half a dozen
wilrclu it. One cannot say any-
thing about how the situation
will eventually turn out.

One thing is clear, however.
The decisions will not be taken
on merits. If that were to be the
case, hardly any state govern-
ment wuulJ accept the revised
scales of pay. This is for two
reasons. e first one is that
most States do not have the
requisite resources. This they
know and nobody has to tell

not going to teach.

Properly speaking, the par-
ents should be up in arms
against what is happening, Al-
most two months of the aca-
demic session have already
been wasted. But the fee charged
is so nominal that nobody
seems o be upset about it. What
is more, examinations are con-
ducted in such a shoddy and ca-
sual manner that even if a stu-
dent studies for a month or two,
he manages to clear the exam in
a large number of cases. As to
those who are going to fail, that
is going to happen in any case;
that seems to be the general
cynical view.

In this background, there-
fore, a prolonged strike will
simply wear down the stale gﬁv-
ernments and, in the end. they
will surrender. This is what has
been happening all these years

The_issue is the UGC scales of pay. It should not be

necessary to repeat the story of what the Rastogi
Committee recommended, how the UGC revised those
recommendations as it were and what decision
has been finally taken by the Ministry of
HRD. These have been discussed

for quite some months now.

them about it. In terms of
commitments, they are over-ex-
tended. Not only that, there are
equally pressing demands both
from t!{'m sectors of elementary
education and school educa-
tion,

It is the second factor, how-
ever, which is sought to be de-
molished by this indefinite
strike, Hardly any State has the
professional rtise to go into
the question whether the prob-
lem in higher education is un-
derpayment or underperfor-
mance. The truth of the matter
is that while in most cases
teachers are paid as well as
other Class-I tmplogecs. by and
large. the real problem is that
they do not orm. The domi-
nant feeling throughout the
country is that no matter what
the teachers are paid at the level
of higher education, they are

and this is what might happen
even this time.

In the case of the Central
Universities, the target is
somewhat different. Teachers
are not fully convinced that the
last world has been said on the
subject. On all earlier occa-
sions, despite assertions to the
contrary, concessions have
been made, The prevalent view
therefore is that the greater the
disruption, the greater the
chances of even extravagant
demands being conceded.

There also, two other factors
at work. One is the role of the
universities which deal with
teachers. The other is the UGC
which deals with the universi-
ties. Both of them are unsure
about what Ministry of HRD
will do. Vice-Chancellors who
are mostly political appointees
wish to survive in oflice some-

'+ When will we learn,

-

how or other. Last time, when
there was a strike in Delhi Uni-
versity, the UGC chose to be a
little tough and wanted every
college to attest as to which
teachers had been taking
classes or were on strike. Some
of even those who were on
strike somehow managed to be
counted amongst those who had
been teaching.

This did not happen in every
case. In certain cases, Princi-
pals were a little assertive or
there was some other evidence
to the contrary. But wherever
evidence could be fudged and the
person at the top was not as-
sertive, even those who were on
strike managed to get their
salary. It was, in other words, a
signal case of eating the cake
and having it too.

That is why the reference to
the classical trade unionism
was made in the beginning.
Trade union workers when
they go on strike are prepared to
be victimised and sometimes
are actually victimised. In cer-
tain cases, they go through a
very difficult time. In middle
class professions, and college
and university teaching belong
to this category, there are no
such ground rules with the re-
sult that even those who are on
strike can, unless it is publicly
embarrassing, get away with be-
ing on strike and also get their

full salary. This is a game in
which al litical parties —
Congress, BJP, CPI, CPM etc.
are all involved.

To say no more about it,
trade unionism amongst teach-
ers is a game in which the onl
victims are the students an
their parents. For the rest, deci-
sion makers do not mind cut-
ting corners, doling out public
funds and not feel at all both-
ered whether any education is
taking place or not. With this
frame of min;fl. tgc t::tnlg E:kﬂi;

egitimate
tion one can legl N it

at all?
— Mandira
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