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Speakers at a seminar

Bangladesh should have
integrated energy policy

Speakers al a seminar yes-
terday opined that Bangladesh
should have an integrated en-
ergy policy to explore and
utilise its-energy resources, re-
ports UNB.

Addressing a working ses-
sion of the seminar on "Invest-
ment in South Asia," leader of
UsS-B ad:ssh Eunigﬁlua Cu;.im-
cil Joseph J Sutton said a cy
was needed to establish gﬁ?dc-
lines for downstream gas utili-
sation and gas export.

The policy should also estab-
lish a reserve and the guidelines
should be specific enough for
the stakeholders to know what
the rules are, he said.

Sutton proposed to form a
policy preparation committee
comprising government plan-
ners, private sector upstreamm
producers, privale sector gas
transportation and distribu-
tion, private sector downstream
infrastructure and major in-
vestors.,

Stressing the need for devel-
oping an infrastructure for en-
ergy, he also underlined the op-
tions. He. however, prelerred
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pipelines instead of establish-
ing LNG plants.

Sutton felt as Bangladesh's
potential markets are eastern
India, North/Central India to
Nepal, and Southern India,
pipeline would be the best op-
tion.

To develop a durable value
addition product, export to
neighbouring country would be
the choice, he said.

He added that Bangladesh's
gas sale to India and Nepal
would increase the foreign ex-
change remarkably, reduce cur-
rent account deficit, enable
double use of the pipeline both
internally and externally, and
facilitate funds for additional
social programmes.

Later, taking part in the dis-
cussion, renowned econoinist
Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud also
opined that a regulatory body
should be established soon to
monitor the implementation of
the Production Sharing Con-
tracts (PSCs).

He said : "It might not be that
we are not in the right track, we
may be in the right track but as

“we don't still know the options

we can't comment on it."

He hoped the options that
are being thought of by the gov-
ernment for the gas sector
should be made available for
the public so that they can judge
it.

Prof Mahmud said there are
concerns whether "we are get-

1 ting the best possible con-

tracts.”
"There are also questions

whether we should go for our -

own investment or explore the
sector through joint-venture
collaboration.”

But, he added, it is true that
compared to other countries
Bangladesh shares are less.

"However, it might have
happened because of
Bangladesh's image and market
potentialities," said Prof Mah-
mud adding : "It is a fact that
our domestic market is very
limited.”

Additional Secretary of the
Energy Ministry Syed Tanveer
Hussain presented a separate
keynote paper at the working
session on "Developing Energy
Sector in Bangladesh — Na-

tional and Regional Prospects."
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GD-716

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Local Government Engineering Department, Gopalganj

emo No-LGED/EE/Gopa/2722

1. Tender No
2. Head of project

Dated: 27/8/98

Tender Notice

03/98-99
"Rural Infrastructure Maintenance

Programme" under revenue budget.

3. Description of

work

Repair of a total number of 14 roads
and 3 foot bridges in different thanas

of Gopal-gan) district under Rural

Infrastructure

Maintenance

Programme during 1998-99 fiscal
year. The estimated cost of which is
Taka 1,19,00,000/=.

4. Places of
availability of
tender documents

Office of the Divisional Commi-
ssioner,
Engineer (Maintenance), LGED

Dhaka/Superintending

Bhaban, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207/Deputy Commi-
ssioner, Gopalganj/Executive Engi-
neer, LGED, Fandpur, Madaripur,
Sharnatpur, Rajbari/Thana Engineer,

Gopalgan]

Sadar, Tungipara,

Kotalipara, Kashiani and Muksudpur
and office of the undersigned.

Last date and
time of selling
tender documents

5. Last date and Till 1
time of 1998,
submitting
tender documents

27th September, 1998, Sunday
duning office hours.

PM on 28th September,
Monday in the offices

mentioned 1n serial no 4. It may be
mentioned that the tenders will be

received through register mail before
the stipulated time.

Date of opening
of submitted
tender

3. Eligibility of
contractors

4th October, 1998, Sunday, 11 AM.

Contractors enlisted and renewed
during 1998-99 fiscal year of LGED

and all projects with prequalifi-
cations as per financial feasibility.

3. Date and time of
lottery

If Ilhere 1s more than one contractors
with the lowest rate in the concerned

project, the contractor will be
selected through lottery to be held
at the conference room of this office
on Thursday, 8/10/98 at 11 AM.
All interested participants in tender
_ may remain present during lottery.
10. Estimated cost, cost of tender document and amount of
deposited money will be available in the tender
documents in the office of the undersigned.
I'1. The authority reserves the power to accept/reject any/all
tenders without assigning any reason,

Executive Engineer

JFP 187141588  Local Government Engineering Department

3-1993

Gopalgan|
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taken refuge in a shop as their office has gone under water.
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anel:{.:-.:mking food for their families at
School flood shelter in the city.
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Madhu Purnima
celebrated
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 5: Mem-
bers of the Buddhist community
today celebrated one of their
major religious festivals
‘Madhu Purnima’ in the city
and elsewhere in the district
with traditional enthusiasm
and due religious fervour. re-
ports BSS.

The Buddhists celebrate the
day in commemoration of
honey offering by a monkey
and huge services, rendered by
an elephant to Lord Buddha in
Parileya forest.

The Purnima was celebrated
in all monasteries and offices
of the religious organisations
through day long programmes.

The day's programmes began
with hoisting of the national
and religious flags atop all
monasteries and chanting of
the sacred verses from the holy
Tripitaka.

reaking of fasting by the
Buddhist monks, shilgrahan,
sangadan, discussion meetings,
honey donation, pradip puja
and mass graycra were also in-
cluded in the programme.

In the city the main religious
congregations were held at
Nandankanan Buddhist Tem-
Ele. Katalganj Nabapandit Vi-

ar, Purnachar International
Buddhist Monastery, Sarba-
Jha;lln Bouddha Vihar at Momin
ad and Bishwa Moitry Boud-
dha Vihar at Agrabad.

Special prayers were also
held in H:Iii munastcr}ﬂh seeking
peace and pr of the nation
as well as glu%galltpseaaﬂt.

Confce of WHO
regional body
for South East

Asia from Sept 7

By DMC Correspondent

The Fifty-first conference of
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) regional comunittee for
South-East Asia which will be
held in New Delhi from 7-12
this month.

Delegations from Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, Indonesia, Myan-
mar, the Maldives, Nepal,
Thailand, Sri Lanka, North Ko-
rea and host India will partici-
pate in the conference.

Prof Syed Modasser Ali, Di-
rector, National Institute of
Ophthalmology, Chairman and
President, Bangladesh Medical
Research Council (BMRC) and

Alternate member of Executive .

Board of WHO will led the three
member Bangladesh team. The
other two members of the team
are Dr AS M Mashiur Rahman,
Director (Planning), Direc-
torate of Health Services and
Prof Khurshida Khanom head
ol the department of Health Ed-
ucation, NIPSOM.

As the ninth five year plan-
ning of WHO comes to end in
2001, this conflerence is likely
to map out the tenth five year
plan from 2001 to 2006,

Ban; desh will take the op-
I:or‘tunn y to reaffirm its bid for
osting the 52nd regional con-
ference of WHO. It is expected
that the 52nd conference will be

Illgr[d in Dhaka on September

SHELTER FOR POLICE: Members of Badda police outpost under Gulshan thana have

— Star photo

Tk 3.6 cr more
US aid for
relief work

The United States will pro-
vide an additional Tk 3.6 crore
(approximately 766,000 US dol-
lars) to CA Bangladesh to
conduct relief operation among
the flood victims. reports UNB.

The US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) in
the city on Thursday announced
that with the fund, CARE
Bangladesh will continue relief
activities in flood affected
Tangail, Munshiganj.

Naraya ni. - Madaripur, |
shmﬁtﬁf ikganj, l'r -
ibandha and, Narsh-- |

gram:,
ingdi districts and Dhaka city.

This grant is in addition 'to
Tk 2.58 crnmreﬂnusly sup-
plied to C to purchase

emergency food rations for

families in flood affected areas.

With this the total amount
of US flood relief assistance
stands at over Tk 177.77 crore
(33.57 million dollars), said an
USIS release.

Khaleda visits
flood-hit Chandpur
areas today

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament

Khaleda Zia will visit the flood -

affected areas in Chandpur dis-
trict today, reports UNB.

She will also distribute relief
goods among the flood-victims
of the affected areas.

Khaleda will go to Chandpur
by launch and return to Dhaka
on the same day.

Death anniversary
of Dr Ibrahim today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Diabetic Samity
will observe the ninth death
anniversary of Professor Dr Md
Ibrahim today.
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On the occasion, the samity
will hold a discussion at the
Ibrahim memorial diabetic
centre at 11 am.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad will attend the dis-
cussion meeting as chief guest
while the samity president Prof
Wahiduddin Ahmed will chair
the discussion session.

Death anniversary
of Abdul Hamid
Chowdhury

Thirtieth anniversary of
death of Abdul Hamid Chowd-
hury, Deputy President of un-
divided Bengal Legislative
council and eaker of erst-
while provincial assembly was
observed on September 4, says a
press release.

In this connection Quran
Khawant and milad mahfil was
held beside his mazar at Nag-

| bari, Tangail.

Meop ltan e

"Ministers continue relief distribution

Call for united efforts to aid
flood victims

Ministers and State Minis-
ters yesterday called for united
efforts to mitigate the suffer-
ings of the flood-affected people
of the country, report agencies.

The ministers while dis-
tributing relief materials at dif-
ferent flood-affected areas of
the country yesterday reiterated
that the government has taken
adequate measures to ensure
supply of food and medicines to
the flood victims.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterday
visited flood affe::tedy areas of
Netrakona district and dis-
tributed rice, lentils, dry foods,
saline and medicines among
the flood victims of Khalia-
juari, Madon, Mnhanfanj and
Sadar thana flood shelters.

Fazlur Rahman Khan MP,
Jalaluddin Talukder MP and
local Awami League leaders ac-
com ied the minister.

nvironment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury visited Soarighat and
Kamrangirchar areas under
Lalbagh thana in the city.

The minister distributed re-
lief materials including rice,
salt and hilsa fish among the
flood victims at Champatali
Primary School shelter,

Shahidnagar embankm
Sultanganj and Ashrafbad.em‘

The Environment Minister
also visited a pure drinking
water supply centre at Lalbagh
embankment, operated
Bangladesh Army. Some 2,000
gallons of water are being sup-

lied to the victims every day
rom the centre,

Local MP Haji Mohammad
Selim and local Awami League
leaders were present.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf vis-
ited Kapashia thana of Gazipur

district and distributed rice, sa-

rees, lungis and medicine
among the flood affected people.

He also visited the flood-
threatened Ekoria embank-
ment and sluice gates, and di-
rected the local administration
to monitor the situation round
the clock.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak visited Balib-
hadra Bazar and Nayarhat
Bazar of Savar thana and dis-
tributed cash money, sarees,
lungis and oral saline among
the victims.

Deputy Commissioner of
Dhaka district Mobarak Hos-
sain and local Awami League
leaders accompanied the minis-

ter

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Matia Chowdhury visited
different areas of Nakala and
Nalitabari thanas of Sherpur
district and distributed relief
goods.

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Minister Mosharraf Hossain
visited different areas of Gul-
shan thana in the city and dis-
tributed relief among the flood
victims of Satarkul and Duman
unions.

State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy visited Biral, Birganj and
Kaharol areas of Dinajpur dis-
trict and distributed relief,

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader visited
Baluchar, Ichhapur, Basail and
Latandi unions of Sirajdikhan
in Munshiganj district and dis-
tributed rice, lentils and cash
money.

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
visited city's Rajarbagh area
and distributed relief.

State Minister for Textile
AKM Zahangir Hossain visited
flood-hit Goran under Sabu-
jbagh thana in the city and dis-
tributed relief.

Seminar on investment in South Asia opens

Necessary reform measures

Participants at a regional
seminar in the city yesterday
strongly pleaded for solid polit-
ical leadership in South Asian
countries to help the region face
the chalh:nlg:a and take the ad-
vantages of the present globali-
sation process, reports BSS.

They also stressed the need
for necessary reform measures
in key sectors of these countries
and removing all bureaucratic
barriers as the region must face
the burden of globalisation in
its own interest.

The participants including
minister, former minister,
chamber leaders, businessmen
and leading economists of
home and abroad were giving
their opinion in favour of the
South Asia region to accept
globalisation at he first session
of the seminar.

The seminar on investment
in South Asia was inaugurated
E{y Prime Minister Sheikh

asina in the morning. The

..first,sessipn on "Globalisation .

and South Asian Economies-

Problems ‘ahd- Prospects” ‘Was

resided b inister for
ommeréeddnd Industries To-

[ail n;l}llgd.

r commerce secretary
of India AV Ganesan presented
the key-note paper while for-
mer finance minister Saifur
Rahman, MP, FICCI president
AKM Shamsuddin and Dr KAS
Murshed of BIDS, among oth-
ers, took part in the discussion.
president, Yusuf Ab-
dullah Haroon. gave the vote of
thanks.

Tofail Ahmed said Bangla-
desh had accepted the globali-
sation as a challenge as well as
an opportunity and he urged all
countries of the region to
integrate their economies with
the globalisation process in the

eater interest ol the people of
uth Asia.

"Now the question arises
how best the South Asian
economies can jointly integrate
themselves with the global
trade and investment.” he men-
tioned while saying, there are
problems in core labour stan-
dards, coordination in formu-
lation of strategies, diversifica-
tion of export baskets and mar-
ket access.

Speaking in favour of mar-
ket access of the developing
countries to the developed
world, Tofail Ahmed called for
ensuring r:um]?lensatnr}r mea-
sures for the developing
economies.

On the other hand, there
should be an in-built confidence
among countries of South Asia,
nhe observed but regretted that
India and Pakistan were to give
zero-tariff facilities to
Bangladesh on non-reciproca-
tory basis but they did not
comply it.

He also said that tariff con-
cession given bi.r India to
Bangladesh c¢ould not he
utilised only because of high
percentage of local value addi-
tion so lar. "Bangladesh gov-
ernment withdrew tariff and
non-tariff barriers and also
withdrew quantitative restric-
tions on 386 items out of the
total 436," he said.

Tofail Ahmed described In-
dia as a big player in the South
Asian region and said this

Terrorists cut
tendons of two

Terrorists cut the tendons of
two persons in separate inci-
dents in city's Ramna and Kot-
wali area yesterday, reports
UNB.

The victims are Abul Hasan
Habu, 30, a shopkeeper and
Bachchu Mia, 35, a porter
leader of Sadarghat Terminal.
They were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi--
tal (DMCH).

« Hospital sources said a grou

of terrorists dragged Abu

Hasan in front of the Shishu
Academy and cut the tendon of
both hands and legs at about 5

Im.

£ In another incident at
Sadarghat Launch Terminal, a
group of miscreants caught hold
of Bachchu and cut the tendon
of his right hand yesterday
evening.

- country was taking advantages

of the present globalisation
process. "We all should try to-
ether to benefit ourselves from
the on-going globalisation pro-
cess through ensuring our ac-
cess to the world market,” he
said.

Former finance minister
Saifur Rahman emphatically
said that the ongoing globalisa-
tion could be balanced with the
South Asian economies by con-
verting the inward looking
economy of the region into out-
ward looking economy.

In this respect, he suggested
thorough liberalisation as well
as macro-balances side by side
reforms of key sectors in the
south Asian economies to co
with the present globalisation
process,

“The government which is in
favour of foreign investment is
more courageous in carrying
out reform here than other
countries of the region," he said
adding, "although the govern-
ment. gave all facilities to' for-
eign investment it is rot com-
ing tipto thé éxpectation due to
hurdles in the bureaucratic
system.”

Saifur Rahman urged the
politicians as a whole to be
more and more courageous in
their mission to fight poverty
and to deal effectively with re-
forrn measures to meet the need
of the hour.

He also urged the govern-
ments in the region to work in
an integrated manner to attract
more and more foreign invest-
ment in the region.

President of Foreign In-
vestors' Chambers of Commerce
and Industries (FICCI) AKM
Shamsuddin pleaded for stron
political wll? in the Sout
Asian countries with both par-
ties in power and parties in op-
position working in close coop-
eration for the common inter-
est of the people as a whole.

In this respect. he referred to
various social impediments in-
cluding violence, corruption,
smu%‘gﬁng and many other evils
which should be eradicated for
ever by the influence of strong a
political will from the region.

Speaking in favour of re-
form in the key sectors, Sham-
suddin said governments in
South Asia should give proper
attention to enhancement of ef-
ficiency level as it was now a
very big factor in the develop-
ment of economy:.

AV Ganesan in his paper
said the South Asian econo-
mies, despite their physical and

human resource endowments

the

in key sectors stressed

were left as marginal players in
international trade and
investment due to their ex-
cessive and prolonged reliance
on inward looking and non
competitive economic and in-
dustrial development strategies.

"As a result the share of the
South Asian economies in in-
ternational trade and invest-
ment is disappointingly low."
he said adding that still none of
the South Asian countries were
among top 15 recipients of for-
eign direct investment among
the developing countries.

The former Indian com-
merce secretalr:y said the basic
challenge before the South
Asian economies in the emerg-
ing global economic order was
how they would raise efficiency
and international competitive-
ness of their economies for in-
tegration with the global econ-
omy.

Ganesan in support of his
proposition to integrate the
South Asian .economies atdth
global ‘order said that re-
dional 'amd’ sub-regional coop?!
eration! cotfld be a valuable in-
strument not oflyto promote
economic growth of the coun-
tries concerned but also to cope
with the challenges of emerging
international economic envi-
ronment and even for influenc-
ing the international rules and
disciplines.

Prof Noman's death

anniversary
’ A md tad
e | mahfil will
| . be held today

to mark the
second an-
niversary of
_ death of Prof
¥ | Mohammad
b Noman, a
noted educationist and former
vice-chancellor of Jahangir-
nagar University, reports BSS.

The milad mahfil will be
held after Asr prayers at 1/C,
Paribagh WAPDA Colony, resi-
dence of late Prof Noman's
younger brother.

Meanwhile, "Prof Noman
Smriti Foundation" will organ-
ise a discussion to mark the oc-
casion.

The foundation which is
planning to publish a com-
memorative book on the life
and activities of Prof Noman is
in progress.

Prof Noman was associated
with Dhaka College for a long
period.
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VINTAGE FOR CULINARY DELIGHTS |

and

Indian Cuisine

Redawrant

OUTSIDE CATERING + TAKEAWAY + PARTY FACILITIES
ROAD-28, DHANMONDI, MIRPUR ROAD, NEAR SOBHANBAG MOSQUE, PHONE : 823423, 82344

$ SS@jm An Exclusive Restaurant

Sérving full range or Indian dishes. Also available
sOUTSIDE CATERING aTAKEAWAY 4 PARTY FACILITIES
House -10, South Avenue, Gulshan - 1, Dhaka -1212
Phone ' 603507, 871684, Fax # 8802-888802

Lunch and Dinner
The Most Exclusive Restaurant in the Country.

!l I + Come and Experience.

House No-53B, Kamal Ataturk

Avenue, Banani, Dhaka-1213,

An Exclusive m o
Re’ ‘aurant b R outside
Symphony of Dining catering
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1, Road No. 11 (New), Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka -1209, Telephone: 823336, 9128737 J
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