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Get the Ports Ready

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has ordered
speedy unloading of foodgrains at the seaports.

is news should be read with another piece of in-
formation front-paged in The Daily Star on Thurs-
day last: The government has requested donors to
expedite shipment of foodgrains. Obviously, it
would mean a loss of face for the country if after
urging the donors to send their food consignments
quickly we ourselves are caught sucking our finger
in any resigned helplessness to a go-slow, at the
Chittagong port when they arrived. More than the
slur, it is the suffering of the flood-ravaged people
that would mount in that event, which, we think,
we should use all our powers to forestall.

All that we need to do is to strike the urgency
iron when it is the hottest now and, be uncompro-
misingly tough and exclusive in our action against
any form of work abstention by port workers. In
fact. we are for an immediate declaration of mora-
torium on wild-cats or go-slows at low two sea-
ports — Chittagong and Mongla. Of course, as is
their wont, the trade union leaders might not like a
golden opportunity of extracting an undue advan-
tage to pass barrenly away — their own version of
hitting the iron when it is hot. Still the odds now
are overwhelmingly against them. This is the time
to call the bluff and act in defence of national in-
terest, and act tough at this testing time to reach
food. medicines, vaccines water-purifying tablets,
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when massive food and other life-saving consign-
ments are on their way to Chittagong port from the
US. UK. Germany, European Union, Japan, Swe-
den, Australia, to name some of the major sources
romptly responding to our call for assistance?
st week-end saw tension building over Deputy
Shipping Minister Saber Chowdhury's visit to
Chittagong in the company of an ADB delegation
which sought to review the progress made in set-
ting up a private container terminal at Patenga.
Wi
show black flag to the minister in protest against
the government plan to have the private container
‘terminal, extra police force had to be deployed in
the port area to maintain law and order. Previ-
ously the trade unions had announced a go-slow
programme with no qualms at all for the p ht of
the flood-victims all over the country.

And strangely a local political voice has been
lent to deflect the private terminal agenda by
hammering at the deep sea port issue which need
not be mutually exclusive matters at all.

- We urge a combined meeting of all concerned —
the trade unions, port users' associations, port au-
thorities, shipping ministry officials — to adopt a
single-line resolution like this: there will be not a
single impediment to off-trading relief goods.

The Retention of Literacy

The claim was evidently very tall — 'Entire popu-
lation of the district (Magura) are now free from
the curse of illiteracy after completion of a six-
month long literacy drive." The news rEFurt pub-
lished by The Daily Star said 'a total of 200,100
people were given preliminary knowledge of read-
ing and writing through 6,670 mass education cen-
tres in four thanas.’

Giving the happy tidings DC Nuruzzaman Khan
told a news agency Prime Minister Hasina would
herself make a 'formal announcement’ of the
achievement in a public meeting on September 16.
This last _
any lack of authenticity of the report. And we can
sa?r;ly rejoice over the achievement of Magura.

Ridding some area of illiteracy somehow rings a
bell in the mind. In fact, many bells. It started pos-

sibly at Mithapukur, Rangpur in Pakistan times
aud how we all celebrated it! No one possibly lied
over Mithapukur's achievement. But then in the fo-

llowing years the area was found to be as bristling
with illiterates as anywhere else in Bangladesh.
Then there is the suspicious-sounding wordings
— given preliminary knowledge of reading and
writing. How much time do the primary schools
need to 'literate' a child of five? Mind that the child
is then at its highest receptive brain power. How
much time will it take to effectively enable an
adult to read and write? Six months of intensive
instruction perhaps can do it if it is imparted
without gaps. But six months of continuous inten-
sive training for two lakh adults is an impossible
proposition for everywhere except Magura.

e alphabet is such a wonderful invention of
man that one needn't learn all the ways this can be
manipulated. One can self-teach much of these af-
ter one has been led into its rudiments. This facil-
ity is balanced, unfortunately, by the fact that new
literacy rusts fast if not exercised by poring over
ever new reading material. While congratulating
the Magura people on their achievement, we want
to underline that second aspect of literacy.

Bottled W ater Wo% e

The static flood situation has drasti
vated a chronic problem: paucity of pure potable
water. There is water everywhere but very little of
the type that poses no threat to health. In most
places these days the tap water is filthy, stinky and
dangerous. Any hope of resorting to the bottled
mineral water on the shelves of shops as an alter-
native is equally fraught with danger. The other
day, Sajeda Chowdhury, Minister for Forest and
Environment, found some alien substance in a
sealed bottle of a fairly well known company. She
is not the first person to have the creeps at the un-
exrected discovery of ‘things' in a bottle of so-
called bishhuddha paani. There were quite a few
reports of such confidence-shattering ‘discoveries’
before. The latest proves things have not changed.
In fact, it goes to show how much more exposed
public health today is to the threat of spurious con-
tent in bottled water. ; -

Obviously this calls for immediate intervention
by the authorities. Apart from telling the compa-
nies to take steps that will make things difficult
for spurious bottlers, the government should im-
prove its own market intelligence system. We sug-
Fest the relevant government agency hold a dia-
ogue with the retailers to find a way to tackle with
the problem of adulteration. They are the people to
be the first and most effective agents of vlgl?ance

st adulteration. Bottled water was a novelty
when it entered people’s consciousness some years
back. Now with the increasing paucity of drinkin
water from the traditional sources, it has turne
into a necessity. The government has to do some-

thing immediately to resist the unscrupulous peo- |
le from making this changed reality a source of

ealth hazard.

s

22 workers' organisations having decided to

piece of information seals the chance of

Hasina and her two-and-a-

half-year old government
‘now await perhaps the biggest
challenge ever faced by any
government in the post-
independence period. Her father
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had also to face a very
b}g challenge — rehabilitation
of a war ravaged economy.
Before her lies the mammoth
task of rehabilitation of a
flood-ravaged . economy.
Bangladeshis hardly fear
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their lives. By now, they have
learnt to live with flood, and
the experiences of ‘54, '74 and
'88 — all added to their knowl-
edge of facing natural hazards.
The earlier floods were devas-
tating no doubt but this year's
one surpassed them all in terms
of both intensity and duration.
For more than 60 days, about
half of the country's surface
remained submerged and as
forecast would tell us, it would
remain so at least for few mdre
days. About one-fifth of the to-
tal population are reported to
have been affected by on-go-
ing catastrophic rush and lcc:ﬁ-
ging of water. Of those affected,
about half of them are said to be
landless and destitutes who
tend to eke out a hand-to-mouth
livi%ﬁ as daily labourers.

e '88 flood came late and
left early. This year, just the re-
verse happened: flood arrived

PR]ME Minister Sheikh

D

THE US administration ap-

pears to have shifted. its

tactical policy towards
Iraq. Reports suggest that it
does not wish to pursue its hard
line approach towards Baghdad
in respect of the inspection of
the weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The Washi n Post re-
ported that the Clinton admin-
istration had tried to persuade
the Chief Inspector Richard
Butler of UNSCOM (UN Special
Commission) not to undertake
“intrusive” weapons inspec-
tions in Iraq.

Mr. Butler admitted that the
US made its views known to
him but denied that Washington
tried to pressure him over the
inspections. (It is with US ‘s
strong support that Mr. Butler

~ became the chief in UNSCOM).

Meanwhile, the situation wors-
ened when one of the UN inspec-
tors Mr. Scott Ritter (from the
US) resigned last week accusing
the UN urity Council and the
Secretary General of the UN of
surrendering to Iraq on the is-
sue of weapons inspections.

Six months ago. President
Clinton ordered an armada of
US warships to the Persian Gulf
to confront Iraq. The UN Secre-
tary General brokered a deal
with Iraqi leadership that "a
gung-ho” approach should not
be conducted by the UN inspec-
tion team and that the sanction
would be lifted in the near fu-
ture when UNSCOM completed
its task ol inspections of the

Is it possible on the part of the

- early but is late in leaving. Asa

result, two important rice crops
— Aus and Amon — are bacﬁ)y

damaged. The Amon production
— that constitutes 46 per cent of
total foodgrains and 54 per cent
of total rice — was to the tune of
88.56 lakh M T in 1997-98
which was lower by 7 lakh MT
from the pervious year's out
put. To little water caused the
deficit. This year, the problem
is too much water that sub-
merged 60 per cent of Amon
crops and thus signals a big
deficit in the offing. However,
the major Amon growing areas
like Dinajpur, Bogra, Rangpur
remained unaffected by flood to
rovide us with certain rays of
opes in the ocean of despair.
Available estimates show
that the food deficit may run as
high as 30 lakh MT during the
current fiscal year. Managin
such huge deficit thus shoul
constitute a perennial concern
for policy makers. We have, re-
portedly, 7 lakh MT of food-
grains in government godowns
and the government is reported
to have already asked for about
14 lakh MT from donors. Be-
sides, private sector imports
and stocks should add more
grains to the bucket. However,
coping with the ensuing food

oes US Polic

At a time when Islamic orthodeox revivalism is e

government alone to meet such a big challenge? Those who are at the pinnacle of
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crisis would hinge much on
post-flood rehabilitation pro-
grammes and their implemen-
tation. The task is massive no
doubt but, nevertheless, quite
achievable. Let us float few sug-
gestions for consideration.

The overall food situation
should be tackled on two fronts
by, first, making food available
to the market (augmenting sup-
ply) by harnessing various
channels of food supply and

so distributed among those who
really need them is urgently
needed so that human "vul-
tures" do not grab them to throt-
tle the true spirit. Past experi-
ences on distribution of agricul-

tural loans during crisis do not °

bear a good testimony. Second,
if the water recedes by Sept 10,
there would remain scope to
grow local transplanted Amon.
All facilities should be made
available to farmers. Third, to

\Beneath the Surfa
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second by, enhancing of food

* entitlements to the poor seg-

ment by transferring income to
them, :
To ease the supply problem,
government should provide
credit to farmers. Reportedly,
the government had already
taken up the task of providing
Tk 3200 crores as interest-free,
long-term loans to farmers. It is
a timely positive step. But a
proper monitoring of the loans

target a bumper boro crop, nec-
essary arrangements should
start so that farmers do not face
input supply constraints. To
augment the supply of seeds for
boro season, farmers in flood
free zones can be :ncﬂur?Fed to
produce seeds for the affected
region. That would help create a
market for seeds. And, finally,
farmers should be encouraged
to go for maximum utilization

_ of their agricultural lands dur-

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

ing the coming three months
(before boro season sets in) by
producing various non-rice
crops.

ven if we assume that food
aid, government and private
imports and local level in-
creased production could aug-
ment food supply, food entitle-
ments can hardly be increased
without transfer of purchasing
power to the poor. That needs
creation of income generating
opportunities. One possible op-
tion could be a quick start of
Food for Work, Test Relief and
VGD Programmes for the poor
and the destitutes. The other op-
tion could be a quick start of
maintenance works of rural
roads, buildings, schools/
colleges that were severely
affected by flood. Since these
are relatively more labour
intensive where the poor can get
in, some income could by gen-
erated through these public

wm’]‘ﬁ& total monetary costs of
the damage is, accor to var-
lous sources, estimated at Tk.
20-25 thousand crore. This im-
plies a loss of about 16-20 per
cent of our yearly GDP. Some
emergency steps should be in

order to grapple with such a
massive financial loss. First,

merging in many couniries, the US should not fuel its spread

in the moderate Islamic countries by its harsh actions. Consensus and reconciliation should not
be substituted by discord and force.

weapons of mass destruction

(biological and chemical

weapons). Iraq reasonably ex-
ted that the sanctions would
lifted by October next.

Six moths later Iraq .has
ceased co-operation with the
UN inspection team as it be-
lieves that the UNSCOM is pur-
suing a US agenda in that the
inspections have no timeframe
to complete. There is a growl
perception that sanctions wil
continue against Iraq irrespec-
tive of the fact whether Iraq sat-
isfies the UN inspection team as
to the destruction of the chemi-
cal and gas weapons. lIraq
maintains that during the last
seven years the UN team should
have carried out the inspection
and completed its task. To Iraq,
-the inspections have become
the name of the game of the
UNSCOM and they are being
pursued as a

This time when Iraq is re-
ported to have ceased co-opera-
tion with the UN inspection
team, the US did not respond as
it did in last February. Anxious
question is now being asked:
why did the US change its ap-
proach towards Baghdad 7

political vendetta. -

There appears to be a number of
reasons for this change.

First, the international
community including some of
the permanent Security Coun-
cil members [(Russia, France
and China) has become fatigued
with the Iragi problem. It seems
to be odd that the UNSCOM
could not complete its inspec-
tion for the last seven years.
There is a view that Iraqi people
had gone through immense suf-
ferings under sanctions and
there should an end to this.

Second, there appears to be a
manifestation -of double stan-
dards policy of the US towards
Iraq. The US administration
remains a silent spectator to
the events in West Bank while
Israel continues to flout the UN
Security Cduncil resolutions as
opposed to US's pgeneral ap-
proach to Islamic countries.

Third, the recent military

strikes to the “terrorist targets”

in Afghanistan and Sudan did
not go well for the US in Is-
lamic countries. Almost all the
Islamic countries deplored the
attack as it violated the territo-
rial integrity of the country in
question. A view prevails that

the US should not deal with in-
ternational terrorism by uni-
lateral attacks. To be efiective,
international terrorism is to be
countered through interna-
tional action.

Fourth, there is no
that a US military
force Iraq to cooperate with UN
inspectors. Iraq knows that the
international community does
not endorse the attitude of the
US to them. Tenacity of the US
administration can a virtue
in international politics but
there comes to a point where
tenacity becomes unreason-
ableness, even arrogance. US's
approach to Iraq may be cited
as an instance in point.

Fifthly, the recent thaw in
relations between [ran and Iraqg
in near will have an impact on
the security profile in near fu-
ture in the Gulf area. It appears
that both countries want the US
out of the area so that no exter-
nal influences can prevail The
US is bound to acknowledge
this reality. US’'s olive branch
to Iran in recent weeks demon-
strates its reconciliatory efforts
with Iran.

ars;.nttc
strike would

Finally, the biological and

chemical weapons can be pro-
duced at any time by any coun-
try even after the UN inspectors
certify that the weapons of
mass destruction do not exist.
These weapons are relativel
easy to produce and consid

as poor country's answer to nu-
clear weapons. .

Given these above factors,
the US appears to have decided
that military force is not a
practical option whenever Iraq
does not extend cooperation
with UNSCOM. Although US
Secretary of State denies that
there has been any shift in pol-
icy on Iraq, failing to respond
by the US in identical fashion
to the same type of incident
cannot help but send a message
of its change of approach to

Ira[t.l. _
urthermore, it is reported
that the UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan had expressed con-
cerns about Mr. Butler and
made it clear that he "would not
grieve o see Butler po.”

Conclusion

The poor standing of the US
throughout the Middle East
leaves it incapable of influenc-
ing events which will have a

Chime of Time: Let's Face the Challenge

low priority ADFP projects
should be guillotined. We are
glad to note that Planning
Ministry has already embarked
upon such an exercise. Second,
the revenue expenditures of
public sector enterprises/
institutions including that of
defence, should be heavily axed.
Mind it that a war time lik
situation should hang around
all of our minds that warrants
rational expenditure to save
financial resources. And, -
ﬂnallir, foreign aid and ts
should be sought and the

- reported positive response from

the donors would go a long way
in’ healing the wounds.

Let me gn back to the state-
ment [ made at the beginning of
this note: the PM and her gov-
ernment are faced with the
biggest challenge. In reality, is
it possible on the part of the
government alone to meet.such
a big challenge? Those who are
at the pinnacle of power should
play their due role. But then the
nation as a whole should be on
its feet to take up the challenge.
Civil society, political parties,
various other organizations'
should marshall their respec-
tive efforts, and up relief,
goods and come forward to
serve their fellow country '
in the crisis not seen in such
magnitude before. After all, pol-
itics is to ameliorate the er-
ings of the people, not to take

human sufferings as weapon of
politicking.

y towards Iraq Take a U-turn?

crucial bearing on Baghdad. It
appears that Clinton adminis-
tration has realised that it
would be a mistake to rush its.
military forces into the Persian
Gulf every time Iraq does not
cooperate with the UN inspec-
tors. Iraq has its own reasons
not to extend its cooperation
with UNSCOM. The issue needs
to be subjected to a much more
critical analysis than has been
common hitherto. .
The role of the US in the
Middle East has gone through a

- radical metamorphosis since

the 1990 Gulf War. The US is
perceived as an “unfair bully”
to the Islamic countries. It will
not be incorrect to say that Iraq
hardl{);mw poses a threat to its
neighbours, to regional security
and to US's vital interests. At a
time when Islamic orthodox re-
vivalism is emerging in many
countries, the Ug should not
fuel its spread in the moderate
Islamic countries by its harsh
actions. Consensus and recon-
cillation should not be substi-
tuted by discord and force.

The best and most hon-
ourable thing the UN can do
would be to open diplomatic ne-

.gotiation with Iraq. It may find

that it has to give surprisingly
little in order to get an agree-
ment with Iraq on the issue of
weapons of mass destruction.

The author is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Geneva.
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Double standard
US politics

Sir, How weird the US poli-
cies are! Firstly they manipu-
late the UN to their own advan-
tage by implementing more and
more sanctions on Iraq as well
as increasing British and
American personnel in the
weapons inspection team. They
pretend to be the high and
mlghéy guardians of the world
who do not tolerate any form of
injustice. And then they sud-
denly decide to attack Sudan
and Afghanistan, without both-
ering to negotiate with the rest
ol the world, based on invisible

evidence claiming to attack ter-
rorists.

What a double standard they
follow! If the Americans feel
that they can carry out what-
ever task they dream of, when-
ever they feel like it, then they
are extremely wrong. Punishing
terrorists is legal and just. But

~do not forget, we have the Inter-

national Courts as well as the
Jﬁxﬁittd Nations to do the same
ob.

Taking law in one's own
hands is barbaric which is
against the legal system. What
the US has proved is that any-
one can decide to attack if they
feel that they are threatened.

May be the cold war era is
gone, the USSR is split up. But
there may be colder war in the
future if majority of the Muslim
countries decide to unite
against a common enemy. Or is
I'ﬂm%tu the nation as well as
the DNA sample too much for
Mr. Clinton to bear which was
the reason why this sudden at-
tack was mandatory for a devi-

ation from his ugly personal
scandals?

Dhaka

Discrimination

Sir There is little difference
of educational qualifications
between secondary school
teachers and college teachers.

At present, most of the
school teachers are master de-
gree holders. But the difference
of load of classwork of these
two stages of teachers is im-
mense.
do manifold classworks in
comparison with the college
teachers. Generally school
teachers have to e six or

hool teachers have to .

seven classes a day where as
most of the college teachers
take five or six classes a week.

_That is, college teachers visit

college twice or thrice a week.

On the otherhand, school
teachers have to go to school
daily except on weekly holida
and remain there minimum lor
five hours at a stretch. But col-
lege teachers go to college on
some fixed days and times.
They need not put signature to
prove their presence.

. So it is observed that one
month's classwork of the col-
lege teachers is not equal to one
week's class work of the school
teachers. Even a school teacher
having 26 years experience has
to take five or six classes daily.

For these reasons, a sec-
ondary school teacher heaves a
sigh of relief if he/she is fortu-
nately able to join the college by

assing the BCS examination.
hool teachers have to follow
the stop-gap routine which is
not in vogue in the college. So
college teachers get a lot of time
to study and research. If more
teachers are appointed to lessen
the burden of the school teach-
ers, they will be able to devote
themsel]ves to the classwork as
well as the experimental work.

The present government has
a great plan to overhaul the ed-
ucation system of the country.
S0 | earnestly request the au-
thority concerned to take nec-
essary step in order to lessen
the discrimination between col-
lege teachers and school teach-
ers.

Md Abdur Rahim
Assistant Teacher
Comilla Zilla School
Comilla '

Is Bangladesh a
police state?

Sir, In order to assess by the
respected readers whether
Bangladesh is a police state or
not | quote the re t portion
from the Police Regulation
Book (PRB) of 1927 and 1973
about the relationship of the SP
and the DM. The reader will
find easily how much deviation
has been made in order to make

1927

: 27(e)

‘Should any difference of
opinion on any quéstion relat-
ing to the police administration
arise between the Superinten-

B adesh a police state.
““Phe.

dent of Police and the District
Magistrate. It is the duty of she
Superintendent of Police to
carry out the Magistrates in-
structions and to request the
Magistrate to refer the point
under dispute for the orders of
the Commissioner, who will
decide all such relerences in
consultation with the Dtﬂuty
Inspector-General. Any officer
of the Police who is dissatisfied
with the decision of the Com-
missioner, may submit his case
to the Inspector-General.

PRB 1973

:15le) :

Should any difference of
opinion on any question relat-
ing to the police administration
arise between the Superinten-
dent and the District Magis-
trate, it is the duty of the Super-
intendent to carry out the Mag-
istrate's instructions. The Mag-
istrate shall in such cases
forthwith refer the matter to
the Commissioner and the Su-
perintendent shall similarly
make a reference to his Deputy
Inspector-General. The Com-
missioner and the Deputy In-
spector-General shall consult
together and, if possible, arrive
at an agreed decision. If they are
unable to agree, the matter
shall be referred to the provin-
cial Government through the
Inspector General.

M.DB. RKurun (Adeweute)
13/1 Jurain, Dhaka

To the PM

Sir, we are heartened to
know through press reports
that Pri Minister Sheikh
Hasina has*been kind enough to
hand over saving certificate for
one lakh taka to Sabina Hugqg
(Shilpi) the widow of Nuruzza-

- man Sharif, a former employee

of Bangladesh Biman. The win-
dow has also been provided
with a suitable job in Bangla-
desh Biman.

We would be grateful if the
Prime Minister kindly let the
anxious and worried public
know the precise and truthful
cause of the mysterious death
investigation report and the
udgement of the murder case of

uruzzaman for the sake of ac-
countability and transparency.

O.H. Kabir
6. Hare Street,
Warl, Dhaka-1203

The third-time loser

Sir, 1 am writing for the
third time to draw the attention
of the hiicr authority to the
deplorable condition of the
link-road between College-gate
on Mirpur road and Bangladesh
Agricultural Institute (Krishi
College).

In these rainy days users of
the road mainly teachers, stu-

dents and staff of BAl, A1l plus
doctors. nurses and patients of
Shaheed Suhrawardy Hospital
complex are facing serious dif-
ficulties in using the cracked
road full of mud and water.

Would the authority please
decide the owmnership of the
link-road and repair it imme-
diately for mitigating the public
sufferings.

M. Zahidul Hague
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
1207

Illegal immigrants!
Sir, The government in In-
dia. has been actively contem-
[:wiating to forcibly push in
akhs of Bengali-speaking In-
dians to Bangladesh by alleging
that they are “illegal immi-
ants”. [n fact they are Bangla
speaking Muslims of India. It is
a fact that ever since the parti-
tion of the Indian Subconti-
nent, there has been large-scale
migration from and to all sides
of the borders. Recently there
have been reports of illegal
immigration from India into
Chittagong Hill Tracts. The
government of India had, in the
past, alleged that a number of
Hindus had gone over to India.
Now the people whom the gov-
ernment is trying to evict by
brutal force are all Muslims.
This is a blatant contradiction
of the government's own posi-
tion.
The
people o

overnment and the
Bangladesh must re-

sist such nefarious activities -

which are clearly motivated by
base communal ideas and ori-
entation. In fact, the civilised
world should raise its voice
against such Nazi-like unac-
ceptable government conduct.
However, there may be ar-
rangements for the extradition
and exchange of criminals and
fugitives. For example, as re-
ported in the press a Magistrate
in Bangladesh, Devashish Roy
posted in Joypurhat raped a
young woman named Shah-:
nawaz (Daily Star, page 3, Au-
gust 19). The criminal was pros-
ecuted, but he absconded. Re-
portedly he fled to India. He was
tried and sentenced by court ab-
sentia to ten year's imprison:
ment. The victim, Shahnawaz,
on August 17 went to meet the
establishment secretary seek-
ing redress, but fainted in agony
and mental distress in the -
retariat. We would welcome
repatriation of such criminals.
Similarly we would be happy to
return such absconders to In-
dia, if there is any.

| am sure. | voice the mind of
the nation when | ask the gov-
ernment of India to desist from
such activities which will ad-

versely affect inter-state rela-

tionship and vitiate communal
harmony. We hope bulk of the
population of India also will
resist such ill-motivated
moves. Let us try to build up a
secular democratic order in the
sub-continent. We have a legacy
of a rich and ancient civilisa-
tion. There is no reason why
some misguided leaders of c%m.r-
ernment should succeed in
making situation turn bar-
baric.

Enam A Chaudhury

Dhaka

SAARC with
the big two

Sir, Since the SAARC is not
functioning even normally, as
it should, and not progressing
or developing at all, due to con-
tinued unfriendly and hostile
relationship between India and

Pakistan for half a century, the
rest of the members may try to
run it without the two big non-
brothers. No harm in trying —
something is better than noth-
ing., without provoking the two
big members.

Wh
should not derive the benefits of
the region if two members are
snarling at each other all the
time, and more so, now that
they possess nuclear capabili-
ties? Leave them alone in their
lovers' quarrel over Kashmir
and micro-atom bombs.

The kafela (caravan) must
move on.

Alif Zabr
Dhaka

Wrong hallmarks

Sir, 1 refer to DS, editorial
(27-8-98). It sounds as if, crimi-
nal acts of BCL-AL are isolated
events, Chittagong-specific
only. What about the naked ob-
fuscation of justice by calling
strike in JU? The evil motive is
to extend respite to the rapist
criminals, so as to create panic
in JU. This unholy respite also,
in JU the BCL managed with
smashing success as reported to
the press by one of the assistant
professors who was cowardly
manhandled by the BCL goons
and also, with the blessing of
one of the proctors.

There is a common saying:
"history repeats”. | remember
one of the famous lines of the
late and lamented Bangha-
bandhu in a rally wherein he
blurted out: "l demand sonar
manush — can you give me? Be-
cause, whomever [ trust, turns
to thievery. What am | supposed
to do?”

It was said therein that,
there is a marginal improve-
ment in the law and order in
Chittagong. On 26/8/98 the

the smaller members

Chittagong port was crippled
due to strike and the city mayor
addressing a workers rally in
the Chittagong port as the chief
guest declared that, he will sac-
rifice his mayorship to "smash”
the government-proposed pri-
vate container terminal. is
private container terminal in-
volwving FDI worth US$500 mil-
lion, for which any country

worth its salt will crawl on all
fours to beg and grab such bo-
nialiZd.

On the same day the minis-
ter of port and shipping de-
clared that, no obstacle whatso-
ever can ever stop the private
container terminal from estab-
lishment in the Chittagong
port.

So, as a Chittagonian I have .
already witnessed the holocaust
let loose when the same mayor
was once arrested, quite re-
cently, scars of which are still
visible all over the port city as a -
grim reminder to the scourge.
Hence, we can safely assume
that, the shipping minister be-
longing to the birds of the same
feather — i.e. they are not unl¥
comrades in arms bu: even o
the same family clan — can out-
perform the holocaust of the
present mayor which will re-
semble a birthday party.

A veritable calm before the
great "danger cyclone”. One can
safely add to your editorial
cnncﬁlsinn that, slamming the

. door on FDI in such rude, crude

and obscene manner tanta-
mounts to collective national
hara kiri. Or is it the hall-
marks(s) of BAKSAL?

Salauddin Jamal
Firozshah Colony
Chittagong-4207.

Timely reminder

Sir, This refers to your edi-
torial on the 6th August. _

Here I like to refer to an arti-
cle written by M Anisuzzaman
on the 5th August titled "Public
Administration Reforms
Commission, People as Pro-
logue”. The writer has pointed
out that "it was possible even
decades ago to receive state ser-
vices without bribery or influ-
ence. But why is it not possible
now? For whose protection is
there legal and judicial system,
administrative system and to
punish whom? For whose in-
terest the present administra-
tion is being run at the cost of
public exchequer.: Why people
are afraid to visit any govern-
ment office? We have to free the
nation of these vices and
wrongdoings..."

Therefore, according to your
editorial, there is no doubt time
is ripe for massive reforms in
all sectors.

M Ali
Dhaka



