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Disgusting
A deluge is a gréat leveller. But it can be a great
. revealing occasion too as this year's all conquer-
ing floods which look certain to get worse before
getting any better after two days of heavy down-
pour in the northern parts of the country would
show. Knew as we did about their prejudice and my-
opia, the watery invasion this year has clearly
shown how far our political leaders can go to build
‘on their ‘reputation’. With virtually the whole
country floating on water and millions marooned
and going through a most pathetic plight it is a ca-
cophonous campaign at its duplicitous worst that
the two major parties are locked in at the moment.

It is some sort of a world record of squabble that
the flood politics of ruling Awami League and op-
position BNP has given birth to. Having badly mis-
calculated the enormity of floods the AL govern-
ment has finally woken up to the refractory real-
ity. Party leader and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is spending time on highlighting the im-
pact of the calamitous disaster and the necessity to
tackle it unitedly but her call for ‘united approach’
is not matched by any action in that respect. Oppo-
sition's call for forming an all-party relief com-
mittee has been dismissed summarily and the AL
has been bashing the BNP with an amazing consis-
tency for ‘doing politics with people’s plight'. As if
not to be outdone by AL's flair for contradiction
BNP are reacting with predictable ferocity. On one
hand they are asking the ruling party to form an
all-party flood relief committee and on the other
they are carrying a relentless tirade against the AL
government in a language that crosses the:limit of
civility and decency. How come BNP complain
about ruling party’'s reluctance after indulging in
an innuendo against it? You certainly don't expect
cooperation from some one you call a thief. They
seem to be more interested in discrediting AL than
in the rehabilitation or relief work.

Both the parties sound utterly hollow and hypo-
critical with their utterances. They have reduced
political speeches into cheapest form of rant that
for all practical purposes can shrink the heart of
the listeners and make their stomach heave. Lest
our parties are under any illusion let it be heard

fort with which you have turned the sufferings of
millions into an occasion for your political

vendetta. We condemn your unscrupulous hypo-
critical shibboleths.

Remembering a
- Committed Man

The centennial of Abul Mansur Ahmed began
yesterday. We have in him a most remarkable
man, specially representing the rise of the Muslim
Bengali middle class. The Bengal of late Nine-
teenth and early Twentieth Century produced men
and women of extraordinary quality, both in ac-
tion and intellect. And a great many of them were
among the world's best — as writers and artists,
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retains a niche clearly his own. One of his peers
coming closest to him in many ways besides being
a perfect contemporary operating in the same gen-
eral sphere, could well influence and overwhelm
him. But Abul Mansur was little swayed by Nazrul
and went about becoming and being the incompa-
' rable Abul Mansur, creative writer, social and po-
- litical thinker, lawyer, journalist and a practising
activist politician.

What made Abul Mansur to move out to ever new
pasture although he had been reaping golden har-
vest in the quarry he %avc up last? Although an-
other Muslim writer, Din Mohammad, had phe-
nomenal success with his Wodehousesque Golok
Chandrer Atmakatha, a household item in the
thirties, with Aina and its somewhat spaced sequel
Food Conference Abul Mansur swept past him into
a satirist of undying accomplishment. In the rea-
son behind this can be found a key to his life's en-
deavours. He was a committed man. Committed as
a writer and committed as a journalist, committed
as a politician and, first of all, committed as a
thinker. '

Committed to what? Committed to carrying out
a better deal for his people and for his culture.
Which he thought were the Muslim peasantry of,
first, Mymensingh and, then by that token, of all
Eastern Bengal. There are many who wouldn't go
with him in this and this far. But even they would
ungrudgingly concede him his life of commitment
to where he thought he belonged. He almost led a
innerly uniform charmed life of astute intellect
and unflinching mission.

Barring his stupendous intellect he never sought
to use another instrument to realize his goal of
common weal.

May we all abide by his remembrance.

BCL Expulsions

In a positive reflection of image consciousness,
the BC]{J central executive committee has expelled
its five unit leaders at Jahangirnagar University
for being 'charged with assaulting a respected
teacher, Rehnuma Ahmed, on the campus.

Our oft-repeated entreaties through this column
for a self-corrective streamlining of the BCL be-
haviorism which has been lately bringing the rul-
ing party to considerable disrepute seem to have
been partially answered, We are glad for this, but
would be happier still if more marchlnF orders are
issued to malcontents in the BCL fold wherever
they are found on the campuses. Quite a few fac-
tious BCL units have had violent, even open armed
conflicts which sometimes spilled over to the outer
rim of educational institutions.

A good example has been set. Yet what we are
looking forward to is an automatic replication of
the same through an internal BCL mechanism,
something distinguishable from acting under pres-

sure of a negative ose as seems to have hap-
pened. Seminally, it is the ruling p that must
redeem on its pledged dissociation with those BCL

elements that have had an adverse reputation, dis-
suade local AL leaders from encouraging one fac-
tion against another and finally rein in violence-
or terror-prone elements within the student cadre.
The expulsion of BCL JU unit leaders should not
in any way deflect the focus from punishing the al-
leged rapists on the camps or those who assaulted
the teacher Rehnuma Ahmed.

© standin

loud and clear: The nation is repelled at the com- -

[(Hug et al, 1994) called FAP that

"Flood, Farmers and the Scientific Apartheid"

ISASTER has struck
again. Persistent rains
followed by long
flood have taken a
toll of life and property

heavy :
adesh 37 out of 64 dis-

in B

tricts
though the degree of mrlt{
differs from place to place. Lac

of adequate information re-
garding the rise and fall of ma-
rine tide which determines the

outflow of water from the delta
-~ in the bay

has further exacer-
bated the uncertainty. People
uprooted from their hearth and
home would like.to know how
long would their misery and
anguish persist. Farmers would
like to know when water would
recede from their cropland for a
second chance, if any, for the

plantation of Aman, the major
rice-crop.
Devastating flood has vis-

ited us before, in 1954 and 1955
, in 1974 and 1988. Flood in
1988 was marked b¥1 sharp rise
of water level to the highest
peak and equally a sharp fall
within a period of 23 days.

» Com tively, it took 46 days

for.flood waters to recede in
1954 and 31 daﬁ in 1995, Today
we are approaching the highest
duration of flood in 1954.

water is receding, albeit rather
slowly in some areas, but the
overall uncertainty is like an
albatross hanging round the

lePamage to cropland and
crops is colossal nol only here
but in many of the Asian
continent. According to a pre-
liminary estimate of Food and

culture Organisation of the
United Nations, the damage to
crops in continental China has
been extensive with about 22

" million hectares affected and

4.8 million hectares cnmpletl:l}v
destroyed. And the brunt o
such destruction has fallen on
the major rice-producing re-
ions ng the Yangtze river.
me 47,000 hectares of rice
fields in the northern parts of
South Korea have been inun-
dated. Indonesia which suffered
from prolonged draught due to
El Nino is now visited by heavy
rains and tidal waves associ-
ated with the La Nina weather
phenomenon. Although crop
damage in India is still very
marginal, flash floods in the
northern and eastern parts of

ave been affected al-

‘most

. already im

People uprooted from their hearth and home would like to know how long would their misery and ang_uish
persist, Farmers would like to know when water would recede from their cropland for a second chance, if any,
for the plantation of Aman, the major rice-crop. ‘
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Heavy monsoon rainé in Nepal

have caused severe flooding in
s of the country.

What abut Bangladesh? The
prelimin estimate of F.A.O.
indicates that 760,000 hectares
of farmland have been affected
with nearly 425,000 hectares of
rice and other crops destroyed.
The damage to farm produce is

rovisionally estimated at
S$150 million . (The Daily
Star, September 1).

Given the fact that the Asian
r?glun accounts for 90 per cent
of the global paddy output, the
unnecessarily high price of rice
already prevailing in the global
market will go up still further,
It is also important to remem-
ber that the world market for
rice is rather thin. If China de-
cides to import in a bl% way,
there may be very little left for
the rest of the countries in

defigifs reassuring that no less a
person than the Prime Minister
of the country has announced
that the munl&l&u presently a
stock of B0O0, to 1 million
tons of food grains. Govern-
ment has already taken mea-
sures to | 600,000
tons. Besides, private sector has
ed in"July and
August 5,000 tons of rice.
Hopefully, the private sector
will be encouraged to import a
further amount of 800 to 900
thousand tons of cereals. Food
aid to the tune of 665,000 tons is
expected from the concerned
donor agencies and interna-
tional sations. The ques-
tion that has to be confronted
squarely and on a nation wide
scale is the fapidity in collec-
tion and distribution of stocks
as well as equitable distribu-
tion with affirmative rights for
the poor and the hungry. In to-
day's world of free market
economy, commeodity crisis can
only hap}xn if the limitless
avarice of the few and the pow-
erful is allowed by default in

governance.
Yes, there are problems of
vast tude. If flood water
does not recede almost immedi-

ately, our major rice crop,

transplanted Amon have al-
ready i':bem damaged and trans-
lanting on time, seriously

ampered. To that, I shall come -

later. But the government has to
be prepared for such an eventu-
ality while encouraging the pri-
vate sector to participate ac-
lively in the import-market.

What is imperative in thal con-
text, is to ensure that there is no
delay in the opening of letter of
credit, or in releasing stocks
from the port.

Now, {)Oahall return to the
agricultural rehabilitation pro-
gramme . which the farmers
themselves and the Ministry of
Agriculture as their partner
have already taken up in right

earnest. .
Of our rice land of 11 million

hectares, 6.3 million (57 per

. cent) are under Amon. 2.4 mil-

lion, under Aus, and 2.3 million
under winter rice or Boro.

In some areas, Aus crop was
already harvested before the
flooding started. But in many
places, ripe paddy is germinat-
ing in the stalk, as the farmers
cannot harvest due to stagnant
water. Also, the little they can
harvest cannot be stored in the
absknce of any dry land or
space. The obvious effect has
been that the price of Aus ﬁr
maund has come down to Tk.
100 to Tk.120 maund. Offi-
cial anticipated out put of Aus
rice has been revised from 1.9
million downward to 1.6 mil-
lion tons. | am afraid. the actu-
als will be even lower.

As for transplanted Amon,
the timeframe for transplant-
ing is optimally the middle of
August which can be stretched
to, may be, a week more. That
hope is no longer there. Farm-

west, whose seed beds and nurs-
eries have not been affected are
taking measures to transplant,
may be within or a little after

_ the first week of September. If

quick transportation is made
available, it may be possible to
transport the seedlings to other
areas, provided the flood waters
recede fast. So, a more prag-
matic approach may be to go in
for late variety Amon, namel

local varieties like Nigersail,
Latisail, Rajasail, etc. Ministry
of Agriculture has already
taken an initiative in this re-
gard. But the seeds and
seedlings available are not
enough, may be, 24 to 25 tons.
The Ministry has also under-
taken a major initiative in in-
tensive Amon cultivation in the

more fortunate areas in the
north-west region.

Rains have subsided there
and the sun has come up. But
there is a threat of drought due
to El Nino, the twin brother of

La Nina. The important task
there is to ensure supplemen-

tary lrrigation, as also provi-
sion of balanced fertiliser and
adequate production loan. Hav-
ing been long involved with
agriculture in the past, I am
embarrassed to admit that our
track-record in providing pro-
duction credit to small farmers
has been to say the least. most
dismal. With all these concerted
efforts, 1 am afraid, the loss to
Amon output this year can go as
high as 30 per cent. Even ac-
cording to conservative esti-
mate, our production deficit
this year will be to the tune of 2
million tons.

Our best bet, therefore, is
putting most of our efforts in
winter crops. namely early win-

farmers, not to speak o
landless, have no work. Many
are eating
food for sheer sub-human sur-
vival, They are selling off their

sible to sow wheat as early as in
November, if enough seed can be
procured from now on. As soon
as water recedes, maize can be
planted by dibbling
tillage method. Perhaps the
millers can be encouraged to
crush wheat and maize for cha-
patis to be p
tio respective
production suffered a setback
this year due to marketing con-
straints. As for procurement of
seeds for
the time is now. Otherwise, it
may be too late.

and no-

ared at 70-30 ra-
. Hybrid maize

potato and vegetables,

Another unfortunate, but

cruel truth needs to be recog-

nal
the

nised. The small and mar
up their seed stock as

almost non-existent assets, in-
cluding small livestock. Opun

g nup employment opportuiu-
ties fer thicm in post flood re-
Liabilitativie ur Fuod fur Works
programmme must deserve im-

mediate consideration by a
pculpie's government. Let us re-
call the poignant story of
Gabriel Gracia Marquaz. en
hungry. the rich and-the poor
look so much alike. A human
being cannot survive on gold
and silver and paper-money,
not to speak of power or privi-
lege. S/he needs food to live. If
the farmers are dying we will be
dead and gone too.

Finally, I come to a contro-
versial issue regarding which I
have been upbraided by my
more knowledgeable friends.
That is about local knowledge
and farmer's rights to preserve
and exchange their own seeds.
Science and technology are im-
portant, so also the need for in-
creased agricultural produc-
tion. We are also fortunately, in
the cusp of a new biological rev-
olution. As Ismail Serageldin,
the Chairman of Consultative
Group on International Agri-
culture Research (CGIAR) puts
it. all sorts of possibilities are
opening up as the scientists are

getting into the manipulation
of genes

interview in Newsweek on Au-

gust 24, 1998, "that are coming
are for the first time are driven
by proprietary science.... There
are some ethical questions....
Poor farmers who have bred the
plants over generations get
nothing out of the patent, while

- the company gets 100 per cent.

Then there is a question as to
the priorities of the research.
Despite the fact that malaria is
the world's largest disease to-
day, there's hardly any invest-
ment in a malaria vaccine. "
The enormous success of the
CGIAR system and national
agricultural research systems
was based on an “implicit con-
tract” that the genetic material
available in the gene banks was

~a public resource available for

all of humanity and that the
best of science was also avail-
able to be used for the problems

““ﬂn'iﬂ“ﬁ sudden we are wit-
nessing a change in the rules of

" the game, where the best of sci-

ence is no longer freely avail-
able because it is patented,
while the etic collections are
still considered public domain.

If people want to produce
square tomatoes, that's fine.
They can have the patents on
the square tomatoes if I can use

the same science and apply it to

. the problems of the foods that

most of the poeor people in the
world will need. To come back
to the malaria example, if I can
use the same science they would
use for a Viagra pill in order to
produce a malaria pill, we
would be able to have the old
parallelism of an open access
and exchange system,

I am not proposing a single -
answer as a magic bullet. I am
proposing serious dialogue be-
tween the private and the public
sectors in order to ensure that
there is adequate attention to
the poor, and that the issue of
proprietary science does not be-
come a real threat. Proprie
science also could exacerbate
the gap between the haves and
have nots, with the risk of cre-
ating a “scientific apartheid”
in the next century. }

With that , my esteemed
readers, | rest my case. Our
‘southern door is always open
for frontier of science and tech- -
nulu%r. But the grave that we
may dig for ourselves in ecstasy

the country have damaﬁed crops namely Amon will be under se- ers, in the high and medium  ter wheat, maize, oil-seeds. *The brgak[hmughs"_ and and euphoria, does neither have
in nearly 2 million hectares. rious threat. Nurseries for land in the north and north- potato and vegetables. It is l?‘_‘_-‘*' _ here | quote verbalim from his a door, nor a window.
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Demised hupe heard these sermons hundreds  ally she was awarded. She be- sovereign nation. presently in operation. ’ sccnnnarf diversions and
: of times for the last two years. lieved service to humanity is If we have a military pact I have no reason to question , feeder roads in selected por-
Sir. Yasmin's peril and her Resisting temptation {to crit-  scrvice to god. To believe in  with America (again, if the pre- the authenticity of his claim.  tions of the national network
treatment in the hand of gov-  j.iqe) is one of the basic founda-  service of God me must serve the sent t can manage to What I, however, fail to under- would be included in the future
ernment press made me loathe  (j5ng of leadership; the other “wplc at pr:amI.,Pan&dcsh is et I.Ez Americans agree to it} stand is that Bangladesh which  planning exercises; so that the
BNP government like the Pak- p e being tolerance — the other ooded so heavily imany adesh will only gain — she can ce boast of possess- administration is not caught

istani rapists of 1971. I longed
for their ouster and the rein of
Awami League. But my mother
always warned against it. She
always says that You do not

know about their regime. They

will' result in total lawlessness.
| defied to believe her. 1 sup-
ported AL all thruu%ic my stu-
dent years with a Belife that
they have changed for the
and have learned from t

[aUli§t have they?

AL period started with
Seema and now have reached a
countless number of rape vic-
tims. Did anything happen to
the culprits in the case of
Seema? Why is the Shaznin
case is hushed up? How people
dare mass rape at an NGO. And
now the rai)e of three students
in JU in last three months.

eir

qualities of the head and the
heart flower if cultured prop-
erly. The country is passin
through crisis after crisis, bu
one of the most persisting crisis
is the lack of outstanding lead-
ership. g !

The gamble of a truncated

" Pakistan did not last more than

one generation. Thereafter,
since independence, we have
lost another generation er-
ating garbage at the national
level. Now the political vilifi-
cation campaign continues
within ourselves; although di-
vide and rule is neither the aim
nor the objective of any of us
and the leaders of the socie
(the political leadership will
collapse unless supported by
non-political leaders).

In the final analysis, we the

None have been arrested despite janata cannot blame the lead-

the culprits heinF known.
Sheikh I-Faaina was last in her
speeches in case of Seema but
why is she playing dumb now?

I now feel disgraced that I
supported Awami League
throughout my conscious life.
And | want to warn everyone
that this system is creating
Frankenstine's monster from
which no one will be safe. So
the time to act is now regardless
of political view. We all should
put our efforts to save our sis-
ters, daughters and our pride by
forcing the system to b the
culprits to justice. Or else we
should prepare ourselves of the
future where all the women will
be a thing of pray to the per-
verted monsters we have sup-
ported to be created.

K. Talat S. Islam

M.S. Epidemiolog
Usc B *

Los Angeles, USA

Resisting temptation

Sir, It was noted with disap-
pointment that the Prime Min-
ister's radio-TV address to the
nation on the grim national
calamity due to sustained over-
flooding had to be tinged with
propaganda, and criticism of
past regimes. These thrusts
could have been taken up later
and separately, as the contents
are not new, and the public have

Sir, The country is again in
the clutches of catastrophic
floods with almost two-thirds
of Bangladesh inundated by
flood waters. This has caused
untold sufferings to the nation
and considering the magnitude
of the damage and need for re-
habilitation - the government
has appealed to the interna-
tional community for assis-
tance.

Since, a poorest countries
like adesh, due to resource
constraints is quite unable to
deal with a massive natural
disaster like flood, it is onl
usual to seek aid for relief an
rehabilitation. But what wor-
ries me {s the response that is
ﬁaing to come as a strategy for

ealing with the present disas-
E‘.er. II tllm. Fl Action rlain
popularly or not-so- uiar
known as FAP) is d - to I:ausrtlF
comparison for such responses,
to my mind | feel worries
are somewhat justified. Man

of the reader's may be aware o
the multi-million dollar re-

se to control floods forever

affected
that FAP had 33 components
and sub-components.

study
the Jamalpur priority project ;

ership. as we are the stretcher
bearers. The word 'stretcher’
cannot be substituted with
‘palki’. It is neither a joy ride
nor sick procession to nowhere.
Where are we? .

We seem to have lost our
cosmic bearing. We have feel-
ings, but are we becoming de-
humanised? We have a sense of
direction, but we are confronted
with whirlpools and eddy cur-
rents after proceeding for a
while, Why are we fond of

uutinF the sarcasm that three

engalees cannot run a com-
pany? We cannot address our
own failings and weaknesses.
Foreign assistance cannot pop
up our sense of nationalism or
whatever it is called (at this
level also there is fierce debate).

What else to say — haven't we
talked enough?
Twilight Citizen
Dhaka.
Death Anniversary of
Mother Teresa
Sir, When a person is born,

he/she is bound to face with
death. On 5th September we ob-
serve the first death anniver-
sary of Mother Teresa. Her
heart was filled with Love of Je-
sus Christ. And she shared her

Love to the poorest and dis-

tressed p:n‘:)l:. -
Nationally and internation-

came as a recourse after the se-
. vere floods of 1987 and 1988.

FAP, although it affected the

life of the whole nation, was
rarely an issue for discussion
. between its proponents and the
ﬁ‘meral population, including

ose whose lives were directly
by it. It may be recalled

The main components in-

cluded five major regional stud-
ies (namely F
north-west, FAP 3 the north--
central, FAP 4 the south-west,
FAP 5 the south-east and FAP 6
the north-east part of the coun-
try. The other main t:omfoﬂ
nents were for strengthening
the Brahmaputra ri
bankment (FAP 1),

2 covered the

ght em-
¢yclone
rotection (FAP 7)., flood con-
| and riverbank protection

in Dhaka and other urban sites
}Fﬁ? mﬂ' 93 a.nci E?v!irnlm
orecas and ear

(FAP 10) and diaut:ryprcpnr#
ness (FAP 11).

The north-central régiunil
was to include

villages /houses drowned. Peo-
ple left their- homes and got
shelter in some schools or col-

le%f: compound which is called
relief camp. The rich and

wealthy e can show their
love humanity by serving
them. :

During her old age with ill-
health she took care of the sick,
comforted suffering people. She
was like an angel to dis-
tressed /sick persons, true apos-
tle of Christ.

Though one year is passed
away, still she is in our heart.

O God, grant her eternal
peace and bless us all so that we

can share Love with each other;

can serve almighty God.

Be Gomes
12 il

Circuit House Road
Dhaka- 1000.

SOFA

Sir. | have gone through i
letter of Mr Mohammed Shoib
which appeared in the DS on
12th '98.

Not only do | fully endorse
his views, | think we should go
allout for a comprehensive
military treaty with America if
we can persuade the latter to
agree to accept such a proposal.

It is amazing that our gov-
ernment didn't sign SOFA just
because Atal Bihari Vajpayee
did not like it. How servile can a
nation be? We can certainly un-
derstand Sheikh Hasina's per-
sonal gratitude to India. But she
must understand that personal
gratitude is one and a na-
tion's prestige is another — par-
ticularly when it is a nation of
120 million people. She went
all the way to hi to allegedly
discuss with the Indian gov-

ernment for signing of SOFA

which was rudely turned down,

er?ling our national dignity.

She and her foreign min-
istry — the advisers and of
course the sycophants — all
must understand that l:nuugh is
enough. Just because they have
won the election by a puafular
vole (albeit by a marginal ma-
jority) they cannot act against
the ple’s will. They must
stand up with their heads hJ.Fh
and act as representative of a

will gain in stature, earn inter-
national respect and enor-
mously benefit economically.
America is the world's topmost
nation today and we must go
allout to acguire their friend-
ship at all costs. '

M Mahmood
Dhanmondi
Dhaka

And now... HANA

Sir, No sooner has the SOFA

issue been consigned to dol-
drums, a new p called
HANA (Humanitarian Assis-

tance Needs Assessment) has
been brought out of the bag of
people of

Pentagon. The
Bangladesh are suddenly in-
formed, and no doubt taken
aback. by the disclosure by a
len-member visiting US mili-
tary mission (and not by our
own government) that the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh has al-
ready signed a five-year MoU
with the US government rmd-
ing a programme called A
on July 29, 1998.

The said military team is

now already in the country busy
g an assessment report
as to how best US can serve the

pre
Bangladeshis if and when dis-

“"G}ﬁaﬁflﬂﬁcdv:l manner of dis-
closure indeed! Where were our
foreign ministry
‘'could not this disclosure be
made by them to the country-
men? y do we have to hear
about the signing of such an
important treaty with a foreign
country from foreign military
personnel? In so doing. not
only the Parliament has been
belittled, but also the people
have been duped and fooled and
made to appear like sacrificial
animals. The honour and dig-
nity of the country has also
been compromised.

The leader of the military
mission, Captain Gardner, was
also reported to have claimed in
his press briefing at the Ameri-
can Clubin D on August 5,
1998 that this sort of humani-
tarian assistance was not
unique for Bangladesh only. He
l:ileg examples of Laos, Cambo-
dia, Mongolia and Thailand
where such programmes

officials? Why

be severe.

are .

one of the finest defence
forces in the world and for
which they are arly being
requisitioned by the United Na-
tions to serve in many dif-
ficult missions abroad should
o peopit by thmes of natural
own ple in na
dlanspt:ruu and calamities (if they
lack the requisite training in
disaster man t, we would
most cordial J welcome any
move by the
upl.
It is also no less a shame for
a country of 125 million that
foreign troops, from whichever
country it may be, have to be
invited for managing our disas-
ter pro when supply of
essential life saving-drugs and
equipments and possibly train-
ing to our own forces would

“have been considered sufficient.

Dr A Z Mia
Azimpur, Dhaka
Alternative DA-CTG
highway

Sir, The severity of this
year's :ﬁltc%clll:a'i Cnh?d has
snaﬁped e a-Chittagong
highway link  (for th:mﬂrnt
time). Therefore, in this deltaic
region, alternative diversion
highway routes have to be
planned, and constructed in
phases, for critical sections of
the routes, for by-passing the
roads in the low-lying areas.

An alternative Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway route might be
to use the Dhaka-Sylhet high-
way via Narsingdi and Brah-
manbaria, and then proceed
south to Comilla and Chit-
tagong (the proposed road
bridge at Bhairab has now to be
accorded higher priority). It is
vital that the ruacP link
the metropolis and the port city
be maintained operative with-
out interruption ughout the

year, otherwise the economic
and other repercussion would

Bridge would be geners
ridge huge
transport traffic witﬁ the
next three to five years before
the growth rate would slow
down. Therefore it is presumed

that the proposed emergency

(FAP 3.1) and the Bhuapur-
Gopalpur feasibility study (FAP
3.2), while the south-east study
spawned a study of the Meghna
estuary (FAP 5B). The sypport-

studies were meant to pro-

vide vital inputs to the compo-

nents,
uation of the
(FAP 12-

primarily through eval-
past water projects

agricultural review;

FAP 13- operation and mainte-
nance study; and FAP 15- land
acquisition and resettlement
study). FAP 16 looked at the
environmental issues and FAP
17 at fisheries. Three of the
supporting studies were of an
experimental nature which in-

cused on com

ved construction work. -
The imental studies fo-
talisation

(FAP 20), river protection (FAP

21) and flood proofing

studies

(FAP 23) which dealt with -

le's co strategies, while
AP 1B, 19, 24, 25 and 26 were

_concerned with information
generation, flood-modellin
and institutional issues (Yakub,

_1994]. The FAP was co-ordi-

FAP: What was it for?

loads of

for coming
:ﬁonue in the first place since
the

have known about
capaci
ment their recommendati

nated by The World Bank and
supported by 11 countries and 4
multilateral agencies costing
about $ 146 million in the ini-
tial (1990-95) phase (Zahid,

1994).
It was ted that after
multidimensional
studies and practical e -
ments, the FAP would lead to ef-

fective strategies to deal with

the floods. But since we are
again inundated with floods

something must have gone
wrong with the res of all
the studies and ments. Ei-

ther these have suggested re-
sponses that were
and therefore useless to
us from severity of floods or the
::upunm recommended were
Do
to start implementing

practical

expensive for a poor country
them.
This could not be an excuse
up with such re-

‘FAP implementors’ must
adesh's
to practically lmﬁe-

s.

e

The other assumption is that
the successive governments did
not pay heed to the recommen-
dations of FAP or may have ig-
nored
is not exeusable on any pretext.
It is not '
ple's

in the 'driving
even the comments of the then
Prime Minister on
ticipation on the FAP was al-
leged to have been omitted (?)

solutions whic
ble for our 'peo-

resentatives' not
seat' of FAP as

e's par-

from the of the sec-
ond FAP (Huq et al,
1994). But , all the

hue and cry (or was it what is

ularly known ‘hujug) raised
some non- tal or-

ganisations died down after a
while. Such reduction in inter-
est on the FAP is s

the effects of FAP s
ues to haunt the people whose

lives were transformed (mostly
for the worst) by it.

as
contin-

But these NGOs may have

‘found, for some mysterious rea-
son(s) of their own, it to be con-
venient to let go of a movement
even before it rea
tive response either from

any effec-
m_the

S to train them

-generous financial help

ahaﬁdhu Jamuna .

ﬁovemmq:nt or the donors ! Till
ate the FAP is still a mystery
and we will not be solving it

unless we can evaluate it in a
neutral way in the context of

napping during emergencies-
(the flood intcrrﬁpudnigdlupla
anti-bridge behaviour pat :
The private sector may be en-
couraged to participate with in-
vcattfl:nt;. . e
' highway system sho

not become cle y as our out-
moded and inadequate tele-
thn: system, due to lack of
oresight in policy planning,
and financing.

AZ
Dhaka
Thanks, Mr Prince

and our SOS!

Sir, The letter, representa-
tive  of "The Poor Of
Bangladesh” published in the
DS (Aug. 298/98) which has
been written with reference to
my earlier letter (dt. 15/8/98)
vide which I extended thanks
and appreciations to Saudi
Prince Abdul Aziz for offering
in es-
tablishing the first Islamic
Centre/Mosque in the North
America (NAJ.

"The Poor of Bangladesh' has
appreciated the gesture of the
Saudi Prince but with reserva-
tion that the NA is one of the
richest regions and the poor
people/Muslims living in the
poor countries of the world in-
cluding Ba.nﬂadesh actually de-
serve such financial help.

Well, 1 agree with the above
view but the point is: even the
richest countries of the non-
Muslim world wouldn't spent
this money for building Mosque
i 'Ignnll.l!.r%:cﬁ%;ebwplc i-n
Bangladesh also deserve such
financial help from the rich

dom of Saudi Arabia espe-
cially at the current critical
moment when Bangladesh is
experiencing a devastating
flood and people are imr serious
need of food, clothing, shelter,
medicine, I:}.l‘h]ld water e;i:

May [ fervently appeal to
Prince Abdul Aziz of t.g: -
dom of Saudi Arabia to kindly
take his usual personal initia-
tive to help the flood-stricken

people of Bangladesh. -

M Zahidul Haque,
A Citizen of Bangladesh.

the present floods. It is not my
intention to seek only to un-
ravel the mysteries of the past
surrounding FAP but to request
the ment to exercise ob-

Ecuvc discretion in accepting

gid in future in dealin
with natural calamities whic
e
problem we as a nation are fac-
ing and we ourselves are best
placed to come up with a practi-
cal and sus e response to

iy For a change, let us not limit
our patriotism in useless (and
empty) rhetoric and let it ex-
f»and and enrich in to compe-
ent negotiating processes in
utilising foreign aid in the most
effective manner possible in
addressing a problem that
haunts generation after genera-
tion of people living .in this
deltic region.

A. Zayed




