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India terms talks
with Pakistan
'constructive’

DURBAN. South Africa; t
2: Officials of India and Pak-
istan, which both held under-

round nuclear tests in May,
ad "constructive" talks on
Tuesday on the eve of a Non-
ed summit, a spokesman

for the Indian delegation said,
reports Reuters.

Indian delegation
spokesman KC Singh said Min-
ister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs Vasundhera Raje spoke
with Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter Sartaj Aziz for about 40
minutes.

India and Pakistan, at odds
over Kashmir, have not held
formal talks at foreign minis-
ter level since the beginning of
the year. Tensions rose sharply
between them after the nuclear
tests.

Delegations from Dboth
countries are attending the 12th
summit of heads of state of the
Non-Aligned Movement which
will begin on Wednesday.

"“The talks have been con-

structive," Singh said "th
conducted them in a l"rit:rnclely
atmosphere and they bot

agreed that the officials should
continue their efforts in Dur-
ban and beyond to find the
modalities for the resumption

of fo secretary level talks."
Singh added: e talks at
the foreign secretary level have

not been held since January of
this year because the modalities
on which they have to be held
need to be determined".

He declined to say exactly
what was discussed at the meet-
ing, saying unldy that talks had
covered "a wide array of sub-

jects.”

Aziz told Reuters on Monday

. that he planned to meet Indian

foreign affairs officials to dis-
cuss Kashmir, the disputed
province which straddles the
two countries and which last
week suffered some of the worst
fighting yet seen to the long-
running conflict.

Taliban calls for UN mediation

Iranian army starts military
exercises near Afghan border

TEHRAN, Sept 2: Some
70,000 Iranian Revolutionary
Guards began un ted ex-
ercises near the Afghan border
on Tuesday as the foreign min-
istry warned the Taliban over
the fate of Iranian diplomats
held by the Islamic militia in
Afghanistan, reports AFP.

The three-day maneuvers,
condemned Ashura-3, are the
largest exercises ever held in
eastern Iran bordering
Afghanistan and cover a 600-
square-kilometre area from
Trubat-e-Jam to Khaf in eastern
Khorasan province.

The maneuvers are aimed at
boosting the elite force's "de-
fence and deterrent capabilities
in the wake of new security de-
mands and to ensure a rapid
movement and intervention of
the forces." Iran's official news

tar{_ officials.

he exercises also seek to
"enhance expertise in the de-
ployment of sophisticated
equipment and weaponry in
mountainous regions” of east-
ern Iran,

Air, ground and volunteer
units of the Revolutionary
Guards are participating in
Ashura-3.

The maneuvers, well-publi-
cised in advance, come amid
high tension with the Taliban
over the hardline militia‘'s
seizure of nearly all of
Afghanistan, where Iran has
traditionally commanded po-
litical and cultural influence.

Tehran has voiced fears of
possible security threats from
the Taliban rule in the neigh-

bnuﬂnﬁ country, and accused
L

trafficking to Europe via Ira-
nian territory.

Brigadier General Moham-
mad-Ali Jafari, the commander
of the guards ground forces, said
Iran's supreme leader and Chief
Commander of the Armed
Forces, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, had ordered the ex-
ercises fullnmRF the escalation
of fighting in Aighanistan,

Another report from UN
adds: Afghanistan's Taliban on
Tuesday asked for UN media-
tion to ease tensions with Iran,
which has launched unprece-
dented military exercises on the
two nations' common border.

“The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan is ready for any
kind of mediation by the United
Nations or by the Organisation
of Islamic Conference,” the Tal-
iban's envoy to the United Na-
tions said in a statement.

“The recent inflammatory
statements by ... Iran against
Afghanistan and the deploy-
ment of more than 70,000 Ira-

nian forces along the Afghan
border under the pretense of
militazy maneuvers present a
great danger to the stability of
the region and the whole
world,” the envoy said.

"Any miscalculation could
easily involve neighbourin
countries in the conflict an
that might introduce weapons
of mass destruction never seen
before in the region," according
to the statement.

The United Nations does not
recognise the Taliban, which
has been in power in Kabul
since 1996 and controls some
75 per cent of Afghanistan in
the wake of victories over the
opposition militia.
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U President Bll Clnnn ‘and

First Lady Hillary

Rodham Clinton admire a Russian doll presented to the
them during a visit to elementary school they visited in
Moscow, Tuesday. The President greeted the students,
parents and teachers at a ceremony for the first day of

school.

— AP/UNB photo

Violence a thing of
the past: Sinn Fein

LONDON, Sept 2: The politi-
cal wing of the IRA, in its clear-
est public renunciation of the
bomb and the bullet, has de-
clared that violence is a "thing
of the past” in its battle to end
British rule in Northern Ire-
land, reports Reuters.

The Sinn Fein statement on
Tuesday came as the British
government unveiled plans for
a crackdown on guerilla splin-
ter groups still resisting a peace
drive in British-ruled Northern
Ireland which led to a land-
mark accord in April.

"Sinn Fein believe the vio-
lence we have seen must be for
all of us now a thing of the past,
over, done with and g
Fein leader Gerry Adams said
in the statement.

His words were quickly wel-
comed by the British govern-

one.” Sinn

Clinton, who travels to Belfast
and Dublin this week.

"This statement is an impor-
tant contribution to building
the trust and confidence neces-
sary to make the Good Frida
accord a reality,” Clinton said,
referring to the April Northern
Ireland peace deal.

Adam's statement was the
clearest public indication yet
that the Irish republican
Army's bloody camp might
be over and represented a deci-
sive'move to bridge the gulf be-
tween Sinn Fein and Northern
Ireland's pro-British unionist
parties.

Political sources in Belfast
said Trimble would respond b
inviting Adams and other lead-
ers of es represented in the
new Northern Ireland assembly

to a round-table meeting on

ment and by US president Bill

Monday.
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Chil‘ac I'aises YEltSin: French

President Jacques Chirac on Tuesday praised Russian leader

Boris Yeltsin, saying he has always chosen Lhe right steps in
times of crisis, AP reports from Paris.

In a 15-minute telephone call, "the president told Boris
Yeltsin that at every decisive moment he has made the right
cholces — those of democracy and economic reforms.” Chirac's
spokeswoman, Catherine Colonna, told reporters.

res threaten Brazilian reservation:

Devastating fires that have been raging for two weeks in central
Brazil are quickly approaching the country's largest Indian
' reservation, killing wildlife livestock and endangering the

lives of thousands of Indians, AP says from Sao Paulo.
Federal Indian Bureau spokesman Roberto Lustosa said by
hone Tuesday that the fires were less that four km from the
ngu National Park that covers an area of 2.6 million hectares

in the state of Mato Grosso. -

2 die as Russian cho pper crashes: A
helicopter carrying workers to a gol ne crashed in Russia's
Far East, killing two people and injuring three others, the ITAR-
Tass news cy said yesterday, says from Moscow.

The Mi-2 helicopter belonging to the Krechei regional airline
crashed ahurﬂﬁ after taking off near the village of Niko-
layevkia in the hatka region, the news agency saicd. °
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China detains Taiwanese reporter: a
‘Taiwanese reporter was detained in northwestern China after
police found news clippings about regional independence
movements and Taiwanese politics in his luggage, his
emBloyeru said yesterday, AP reports from Tﬂm.

olice allowed Lee Fu-chung to return to his hotel at about
2:00 am yesterday (18:00 GMT Tuesday) after questioned
in Urumgi, the capital of the xing’iyagrg region, the Central
Eai}iy News. a newspaper owned by Taiwan's ruling Nationalist

arty.

2k:]ledehﬂ1EgE@mesroadmaha : Six

out of nine people trans a dead relative for burial were
killed when their van collided with a bus yesterday on a rural
road north of Manila, police said, AP says from Manila.

A passenger in the bus was also killed and several others in
both vehicles were injured in the accident in Baliwag in Bulacan
province, police said, - . -

# w - & L -
Minibus accident claims 38 in China:
An overloaded minibus plurgad into a 10-metre deep gulley in
southeast China, killing 38 of the 41 géo le on board, an
official newspaper said, reports from L ;

The remaining three people aboard the bus were seriously
hurt in the accident last Thursday in Ji county, Fujian
province, the Xinmin Evening News said in its Monday edition.

UN rejects UAE
plea for weekly
flight to Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 2:
The Security Council's Iraqi
Sanctions Committee turned
down a request by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) on Tues-
day to provide a weekly medical
flight to Iraq, but said such
flights would continue to be ap-
proved on a case by case basis,
reports Reuters.

The UAE had sought per-
mission for Emirates Airlines
to organise a weekly flight, at
its own expense, to take medical
and other humanitarian relief
supplies to Baghdad, and to re-
turn with sick and elderly Iraqi
patients for medical treatment
in Dubai.

Committee members said
there was no consensus among
the 15 members for authorising
a regular weekly flight, but that

NEW DELHI, Sept 2: India-
Bangladesh ties, which had ex-
perienced a dramatic upturn
over the past two years, could
hit a ro patch over the issue
of deportation of Bengali-
Eﬁcaklng people who Indian au-
thorities say are illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants.

Analysts here caution that
the "excellent" bilateral rela-
tions could sour if New Delhi
did not heed Dhaka's warning
not to forcibly send across the
border people Bangladesh de-
nies are its nationals.

India has to be especiall
careful to have good ties wi
Bangladesh and h:lE nurture
"secular democracy" in that
country at a time when Pak-
istan has taken the route of Is-
lamisation, they said.

the United States and Britain The Bengali-speaking Mus-
noted there was an existing pro- lims are being ueflt lo
cedure for ap rmrtn% such | B adesh by the government
flights on a case by case S, of the western state of Maha-

On another matter, the
Sanctions Committee approved
a request a Finnish ener
company, Neste , for a fleld P
test in northern ‘I:l}')::q of a new H :i

rashtra which is ruled E-éntly
Prime Minister Atal hari
ajpayee's Bharatiya Janata
(BJP) and its chauvinist
indu ally, the Shiv Sena.

?il pmdu?ﬂemﬁ addift.l:lil: which The move has been opposed
mproves oW O in cor- th -
oJJed oliia EP' e Communist-ruled state

West Bengal through whose

agency IRNA said, citing mili-

the militia of engaging in drug

b :'-
Sy

during a photo session Tuesday after the arrival of El-Bashir to attend the 12th Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit in Durban.

— AP/UNB photo

Republicans go easy on Clinton
till air clears on inquiry

WASHINGTON, Sept 2: US
Senate Republicans swatted
aside a suggestion that they
move to censure President Bill
Clinton over his relationshi
with Monica Lewinsky, accord-
m%dtu Republican sources who
said the was deemed -
mature

nding a‘“l‘tlpurt
Inde ent Counsel Kenneth

Starr, reports AP.

Democrats, too, discussed
Clinton's woes at a private
noontime session, and officials
said the ;l:;art}r‘a leader, Sen.
Tom Daschle, appealed to the
rank-and-file to avoid s lat-
ing about the case in public and
focus instead on year-end leg-
islative issues.

Several Democratic sources,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Sen. Joseph

Lieberman has been weighing
whether deliver a speech, pos-
sibly on the Senate floor, that
might include a call for censure
of the president.” However,
Lieberman’'s spokesman, Eric
Federing, said Tuesday night
that the senator "has no plane
to call for any legislative ac-
tion."”

The twin discussions, held at
the parties’ regular weekly
clo:ocg-dnﬂr caucuses, reflected
the extent to which Clinton's
admission of a sexual relation-
ship with Lewinsky — along
with Starr's probe — hovers
over the final weeks of Con-
gress’ session and the elections
in November.

Asked afterward whether
Democrats are united behind
Clinton. Daschle replied: "The

Democratic caucus {s solidly
behind the agenda that we are
talking about and that the pres-
ident supports as strongly as we

do.” He named health, campaign

finance and other bills that are
pending. as well as a proposed
increase In the minimum wage.

Within the Republican ses-
sion, one Republican said that
Utah Sen. b Bennett had
floated the possibility of for-
mally censuring the president,
but the idea drew no support.
These sources said Sen. Mitch
McConnell and others argued
such a plan was premature be-
cause Starr is expected to sub-
mit a report to Congress later

this year containing any evi-*

dence he has uncovered of im-
peachable offenses.
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A Bangkok ”T.uk'l;'uk. driver and his .
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ough a flocded street

Wednesday. Heavy rains throughout the night flooded many streets causing the normally

— AP/UNB photo

[ ] L]
India test fires
surface to
L » L
air missile

BALASORE, Sept 2: ‘Akash’,
the multi-target surface to-air
missile dcvclup.ed by the De-
fence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO), was
test fired from the Interim Test
Range (ITR) at Chandipur near
here last night, official sources
said, reports PTIL.

The sources said the missile
was launched at 2013 hours.
This was the first time hat it
was fired at night.

The indigenously dev:ln;}:ed
missile has a range of 25-km
and the ability to carry a pay-
load of 55-kg.

It used an integrated two-
stage ramjet propulsion tech-
nology with the capacity to
strike several targets simulta-
neously, the sources said.

The test which was to take
place earlier in the day was

postponed thrice at the last
moment though the countdown

had begun.

Bomb defused
near LLankan

tourist resort

COLOMBO, Sept 2: Sri
Lankan police defused a bomb
found in an abandoned bag near
a telecommunication center in
Hikkaduwa, a£opular sea re-
sort in the south. the area's po-
lice chief saild Wednesday, re-
ports AP.

PRF Senanayake could not
say who may have planted the
bomb, which was discovered
late Tuesday, but said it ap-
peared to be locally made.

Hikkaduwa, about 100
kilometres south of Colombo, is
visited by a large number of
Western budget travellers. The
area is know for its coral reefs.

Police have blamed the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Elam
[LT’I‘E].'

Prince Harry
] L ]
joins Eton

LONDON, Sept 2: Prince
Harry headed for the playing
fields of Eton on Wednesday.
following his brother to the
elite boarding school favoured
by royals for centuries, reports
AP.

The school is just across the
River Thames from Windsor
Castle, a weekend base for the
rinces’ g[randmnther. Queen

lizabeth II.

Red-haired HHJT{'.‘:eas}r-gn-
ing and said not to be too aca-
demically inclined, was with
his mutﬁtr. Princess Diana,
and his father, Prince Charles,
to see Willlam sign Eton Col-
lege's historic entrance book
three years ago.

The 135-year-old prince trav-
elled with his father Tuesday
night from Balmoral, the
queen's estate in Scotland
where the royal family marked
the first anniversary of Diana's
death Monday, and stayed
overnight at Highgrove.

| Charles' country residence.

Junta believes in force to
solve problems: Suu Kyi

YONGON. Sept 2: Abot 400
university students staged a
protest behind locked campus
gates Wednesday in the biggest
public show of discontent dur-
ing recent stepped-up agitation
against Myanmar's military
regime, reports AP.

Traffic police diverted cars
from passing in front of the
Yangon Institute of Technology
an hour after the demonstra-
tion erupted, but there was no
immediate sign of riot police or
troops being called in to break

it u%..l
e students did not appear
to try to leave the campus. Se-
nior teachers were seen negoti-
ating with them and shouted
slogans were heard. It was the
first mafﬂr confirmed protest
since police broke the brief oc-
cupation of an intersection by
208 students last week.
The institute, a hotbed of
anti-government sentiment.

1
-

heavy urban traffic to snarl even more.

Deportation of Bengali speaking people

territory the alleged aliens were
being pushed back. Former Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister K. Nat-
war Singh, of the main opposi-
tion Congress party, said the
BJP-led government must "get
hold of itself" and address
Dhaka's complaint.

Si said that Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
government did not have the
time to address itself to the is-
sue as it was preoccupied with
political "firefighting" to ensure
its survival.

"The problem of Bangladeshi
immigrants is a human issue
and no amount of deportation
or border fencing can solve it as
many studies have shown," said
The Hindu news ]

Sources in the External Af-
fairs Ministry told India
Abroad News Service that New
Delhi wants the issue resolved
by "discussion, keeping'in view
our friendly relations." The
matter is expected to figure in
the talks between top internal
security officials of the two na-
tions when the Indian Home

Secretary ,goes to Dhaka this
month. '

But Bangla diplomats here
say that so far India has not

Mahesh Uniyal writes from New Delhi

raised the subject in official
communication with them.
"Unless they (the Indians) raise
the issue, we cannot do any-
thing," a Bangladesh diplomat
told IANS. Indian officials in-
sist there are some 10 to 12 mil-
lion Bangladeshis living ille-
gally in India but Bangladesh
says there is no proof they are
its nationals.

Eanﬁlnad:ah has reportedly
put its border security forces on
alert to foil att'emetn India's
Border Security Force (BSF) to
push in from the northern and
western borders Bengali-speak-
ing Feuple Bangladesh claims
are Indian nationals.

Ministry sources confirmed
reports that Dhaka had sum-
moned the Indian High Com-
missioner to lodge a formal
protest. Dhaka has also com-
plained about recent incidents
of border firing, allegedly by the
BSF on Banﬂadcah border
guards, and asked for compen-
sation from India.

Leading international af-
fél:ru nnmdlnéenttatur Bu?i?hb?hm

ta not agree e
Ba?lgu Edcshi claim, but insisted
that India's handling of the is-
sue is not "human.”

"People are not cattle that

ou can push them across the
rder,” he said, adding, "This
government (Indian), which
says it believes in good rela-
tions with neighbours, should
immediately stop this.”

"Having
sponsible role in the creation of
Ban%ladeah. India should be
sensitive about the feelings of
Bangladesh," Sengupta told
IANS. Sanjoy Hazarika of the
Centre for Policy Research, who
has been studying immigration
issues for several years, said the
BJP-Shiv Sena governments
"ham-handed” approach has
"harmed efforts to make the is-
sue better understood” by all
parties concerned.

According to Hazarika, de-
spite Dhaka's official denial, a
section of the Bangladesh intel-
ligentsia, including the media
and some think tanks, has ac-
knowledged the presence of ille-

al Bangladeshi migrants in
ndia.

The immigrants come for
well known reasons -- search of
livelihood -- and this should be
taken into account, he said, but
added it is necessary to ensure
that any change in demographic
balance as a result of such
influx does not alter the

| years,
layed a very re- / ¥

India-Bangladesh ties may hit a rough paich

political balance in regions
where they settle.

India cannot afford to strain
bilateral ties which have been
on the upswing in the past two
analysts, sald. The
orcible push-backs can give a
handle to "fundamentalist”
forces In Bangladesh where
democracy is "flourishing on
lines which we should wel-
come”, Sengupta said.

"In view of what is happen-
ing in Pakistan, it is all the
more important for us to keep
secular democracy well and

alive in Bangladesh," Sengupta
cautioned.

T:nslmll:u nve:h E:l;tet ljnaue
could also be a setback to long-
delayed plans to speed up dc:':f
opment in India's northeastern
states, analysts warned. New
Delhi and Dhaka are still nego-
tiating on granting India tran-
sit through Bangladeshi terri-
tory to the Indian states of
Meﬁhalag: and Tripura.

ew Delhi and Dhaka ed
the landmark Ganges water-
sharing treaty in December that

ear.

y The credit for the improve-
ment in bilateral relations is
widely given to New Delhi's

had been closed since the last

wave of student protests two
years ago. It was r:cent}]y re-
opened so students could finally
study and take their long-post-
poned final exams.

Nobel laureate Aung San Suu
Kyl said in a rare interview
Tuesday that the government
may use force to resolve its lat-
est confrontation with the pro-
democracy opposition, possibly
banning her party.

"This government always be-
lieves in violence and the use of
force to resolve problems,” Suu
Kyi told foreign journalists,
"They never think of resolving
problems through negotiations,
t?ﬁuugh reasonable give and
take.”

A week ago, Suu Kyi was de-
scribed as dehydrated and
severely weakened after a 13-
day roadside standoff against
authorities on a bridge outside
the capital. Her doctors wanted
to keep her under observation.

Off the Record

1500 poems old at
14 years of age!

NEW DELHI: Is she an Arundhati Roy in the making? The
Booker may be some time away, but for now an Indian teenager
who lives in Abu Dhabi has wowed the literati with her fourth

book. reports [ANS.

Merin Elizabeth Kuruvilla, 14 years and 1,500

poems old,

released 'Efflorescence’ at the India International Centre here
last week. The young poetess had comte out with her first an-

thology

., 'Impressions’, when she was all of ten

years old. Ku-

ruvilla hails from the southern Indian state of Kerala.
A ninth grade student, she has not only impressed with her
creative uu'lg}uu:'ing& but has several international awards to .
h

her credit.

e won at the International Haiku com

tition in

1992: the Abu Dhabi Cultural Foundation in 1993; and the

Shankar's International Children's Competition in India in
1994 and '95. the Times of India reported.

"These poems relate to a child and her world. But they are my
world too,"” noted Indian poet Jayant Mahapatra was quoted as
saying. "Merin seems to see throu
many of us older people can visu

s0 of our lives.”

life, ¥uung as she is. Not
se the [utility of things, and

The mystery of the

missing Ling
BANGKOK: The mystery of the missing Ling has been solved,

reports AP.

The eight-year-old Burmese cat disappeared from an air-

plane during a transit sto

ago. leaving his retired

solable.
Now,

in Bangkok nearly three months
ritish naval officer owner incon-

is about to be returmed to Geoff Graham — wuanks

to a kindhearted Thai  woman, high technology and ~ serious

cash offer.

Roger Lohanan, manager of the Thal Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals, said Tuesday that Graham had
offered a reward of 50,000 bath (dirs 1,200) after the ...ge,

olden cat went missing June 6 durin

a journey from

urabaya, Indonesia, to London. His second cat, Dao, made it

saf%)]r to Britain.

al newspapers gave wide publicity

to the offer. Cat in

hand, some 25 hopefuls had applied for the reward, but none

proved to be the wa

feline... until Monday:.

Vacharee Panjali, the 43-year-old housewife said she had

become really

attached to the animal and if it hadn’t been for

the reward money, wouldn't have given her up. Lohanan said.

Ling

{s under a veterinarian's care pending Graham's de-

cision on whether to come to Thailand to retrieve him or
simply to fly him back to Britain.

then so-called Gujral Doctrine
named after former Indian
Prime Minister [.LK. Gujral.
Serigupta said that while the
vajpairc: government has said
it 1s for continuity in India's
neighbourhood policy, it is un-
der pressure from hardline el-
ements in the BJP which at one
time advocated forcible depor-
tations of alleged illegal
Bangladeshi migrants.

The issue has also been com-
plicated by India's domestic
politics, with political parties

using it for electoral advantage.

Political rivals have accused
each other of exploiting the so-
called migrants to boost their
vote banks.

The ruling BJP has however

- toned down its rhetoric over the

issue since coming to power
with Home (Interior)] Minister L
K Advani saying that since the
people concerned were eco-
nomic refugees the problem had

to be handled in a more hu-
manitarian way. He also uu%»
gested giving work permits
without voting rights to these
immigrants. '

— India Abroad News Service

Milosevic offers
self-rule for
Albanians In
Kosovo

BELGRADE, Sept 2: Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic
on Tuesday offered ethnic Al-
banian leaders in Kosovo an in-
terim agreement providing for a
degree of self-government in the
troubled province, Tanjug news
agency reported, says :

The ment would cover a
period of three to five years and
give Kosovo "a certain de of
self-administration,” Tanjug
said.

The offer came after six
months of fighting in the
province between Yugoslav se-
curity forces and ethnic Alba-
nian separatists in which more
than 700 people, mostly Alba-
nians, have died.

Milosevic, who was meetin
US envoy Christopher Hill, sai
it was time for Belgrade to "re-
sume dialogue as soon as possi-
ble” with representatives ol the
Kosovo parties.

An official statement sald
that any agreement should en-
sure equality of all citizens and
national communities living in
Kosovo.



