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Dhaka, Thursday, September 3, 1998

Flood Garbage

This year's prolonged pervasive flood has given
a new dimension to Dhaka's growing disreputation
as a stinky, filthy city. With two-thirds of the city
inundated and water recession at its slowest, life
has become miserable for the city-dwellers. If the
air reeks of putrid filth, ground offers no relief, the
stagnant flood water spiced with the rotten refuse
making a terrible concoction there. This devilish
combination has already told on public health.
Dysentery and skin disorder have broken out in
epidemic proportions. This swift turn for the worse
has been compounded by the rupture in City Corpo-
ration's daily activity of garbage collection and
disposal at the designated place.

Although calamities like the one the country is
grovelling under now upsets its normal rhythm,
life nevertheless goes on. Sa does the daily ritual of
life. The fact that the authorities are hamstrung in
their bid to dispose of the accumulating filth of the
city is no answer to the problem. Domestic garbage
will be produced at homesteads and people cannot
store them for disposal at some convenient time in
future. The daily dumping of the garbage in the
stagnant body of water is turning the city into a
cesspool. We are afraid the city authorities cannot
remain in a state of stupor they are in now for long.
They have to think up an alternative way to deal
with this situation. Since outfall is offlimits to
motorised vehicles the City Corporation authori-
ties may consider using boats for garbage disposal.
If disposal of garbage is one area where there is no
easy and foolproof suggestion to concentrate on,
there is a lot the City Corporation can be urged to
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gutters in areas where flood water did not enter,
have turned into hotbeds of mosquito propagation.
The DCC must look into the ways it can adopt to
keep the growth of mosquitoes under check by
using mosquito repellent and often disinfectants.
Using the media to sensitise the citizens about
their tasks when flood watexs recede is highly
advisable.

A Martyr of Rarest Kind

Saiful Islam Mukul, editor of Kushtia's Daily
Runner was killed by unknown assailants on Sun-
day night while returning home by a rickshaw.
Condemnation of this dastardly crime is being re-
ceived from all walks of life. Journalists are
among the most vociferous to denounce the mur-
der. On Tuesday the editors of the national dailies
met and said this was an attack indeed on journal-
ism itself. They decided te publish books on editor
Mukul and attend his chehlum at Kushtia in a
body.

As days pass, the idea that he was made to pay
with life for his journalistic uprightness grows
more and more irresistible. The Daily Runner is a
small paper compared to the Dhaka morningers
and yet it was second perhaps to none in courage
and integrity. And Mukul, the man was wholly
synonymous with his paper. And he was no freak
in a jungle of lesser people taking inconceivable
liberties with journalism. He only but very capably
bore the standard his father, the former editor. had
left in his charge. Mukul died for his writing
against some wrong doing band. He is now one ot
our rarest achievers — a martyr in the cause of
journalism. We salute him.

What is the cause of journalism? Man, unlike
the myriad other species of the animal kingdom,
lives by information. Information gives him the
power to judge things and, more important, it em-
powers him to make choice which constitutes the
essence of his freedom as against predetermina-
tion. Now the most important and stupendously
big channel through which man gets his informa-
tion is journalism. Information for a journalist is
sacrosanct, it is his life. And unpublished infor-
mation is no information. The cause of journalism
is unhindered — and unmanaged — information.
Mukul believed, as did his father, in this and he
paid with his life to uphold it.

The various press organisations of the nation —
the editor's associations and journalist unions, the
Press Club, the Press Institute etc would do well to
institute a prize after Saiful Islam Mukul — for
journalistic courage and integrity.

We send our heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family.

Predators in Human Form

The city air is heavy with the extortionist lo-
custs' droning. They are spreading out a crimsonly
cloth-piece of a bowl, their trade-mark, before the
passers-by. Also, reportedly, they are out on hunts
— shops and business houses being the most
favoured targets — asking for contributions in re-
lief money as though the floods have untapped all
their milk of human kindness. With some put up
seriousness that only ruffians can wear they are
uttering assorted names of clubs and philan-
thropic groups, to pester for money, and then when
that does not work, to literally snatch it under co-
ercion or not-too-veiled threats.

And what are they doing with the money? Well,
even without the newspaper reports that have been
revelatory of their buying phensidyl we would have
felt the spurious do-gooders were doing all that
anyway without any compunction. They should be
booked for this most culpable embezzlement of
public money conceivable. Declare them as mug-
gers and dacoits and proceed against them accord-

ingly.
| Complaints have started pouring into the police
control room, so we learn from a report that ap-
peared in a prominent Bangla daily yesterday. Po-
lice responsibility cannot end by warning us
against the self-appointed money raisers, or re-
minding them of a breach of law or 'indeed asking
us not to pay them. In fact, we want the police to do
whatever it takes to catch and punish them. Public
assistance would not be in short supply.
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do to minimise the health hazards posed by the

S missile attack of re-
l I orted bases of Osama
in Laden in
Afghanistan and reported
chemical plant in Sudan have
turned all eyes on these two tar-
gets. It appears that suddenly
superpower US has declared war
on Osama Bin Laden.

Osama Bin Laden is a conve-
nient target. Terrorism has be-
come the most frequently used
word in modern times. Truly
the arm of the terrorist reaches
very far indeed. There is world-
wign:: revulsion of the terrorist
and people are ready to applaud
any action against the terrorist.

For decades the Palestinian
terrorist dominated the head-
lines. Fnrtunatcl?( for them
they were successful in estab-
lishing the fact that they were
fighting for a just cause.

anks to the Oslo peace accord
terrorism is a thing

Sole superpower USA Is try-
ing hard to refashion the world
according to its own interest.
War against terrorism figures
high on the agenda. Terrorism
strikes surreptitiously in places
least expected and succeeds in
attracting maximum attention.
Terrorist attacks on the US
Embassies in Nairobi and Dar
es Salam were such incidents.

In a synchronised move, the
two Embassies were targets of
terrorist attacks taking a max-
imum toll in human lives and
damage to property. The US
took the matter very seriously
and put her Embassies and in-
terests around the world on
maximum alert, The US needed
to shaw that she could strike
back.

A campaign was mounted

US vs Osama Bin L__a}den

USA is trying hard to refashion the world according to its own interest. War against terrorism figures high
on the agenda. Terrorism strikes surreptitiously in places least
attracting maximum attention. Terrorist attacks on the US Embassies

in Nairobi and Dar es Salam were such incidents.

against Osama

Tlgﬂ:n: could not have been a bet-
ter tar%:i.. Bin Laden is virtually
a stateless person. This Saudi-
born millionaire is reported to
have been expelled from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia be-
cause of his terrorist activities.
Saudi Arabia is a haven of sta-
bility and the Saudi authorities
do not want to have anything
with terrorism.

Sudan, this largest country
of Africa became the home of
the Saudi millionaire Bin
Laden. Sudan is not only vast
but state authority is virtually
non-existent as the Muslim

-north continues to battle with

Christian south. Bin Laden did
not find a safe haven in Sudan
for long and is reported to have
made his new home in
Afghanistan.

Afghanistan is as sale a
haven as one can get. This land-
locked country sandwiched be-
tween Central Asia and the In-
dian Ocean has been theatres of
internecine wars for centuries.
The last big one was the misad-
venture of Lhie Soviet Uilion in
the late-seventies leading to the
break up ol superpower USSR.
Afghanistan has not known a
day of peace since the with-
drawal of the Soviet troops.

In the absence of any kind of
central authority it has wit-
nessed many centres of author-
ity. And the latest is this
strange phenomenon called

Bin Laden.

13 | The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

Taleban (meaning students).
These are students of Madras-
saha (or religious schools).
which has entered the fray in
order to save "Islam”, in a
country where Islam was not in
any danger of any kind. The
western borders of Pakistan,
which has been the favourite
recruiting ground of fighters
who resisted the Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan for ten
years, has been the recruiting
ground for Taleban.

Indeed it is common knowl-
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edge that Pakistan trained and
launched the Taleban on the
fertile soil of Afghanistan,
where central authority was
missing since the withdrawal of
the Soviet Union. Taleban has
been trying to establish author-
ity and is facing resistance
from various quarters includ-
ing Iran and the states of Cen-
tral Asia.

It is natural that Osama Bin
Laden should make his home in
Afghanistan. The country is in
the grip of civil war and the
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only one with any semblance of
authority is the Taleban. More-
over the Taleban has made Is-
lam its battle cry and that suits
Osama Bin Laden.

It suits the US fine because
Afghanistan under the Taleban
is virtually a pariah state and is
recognized by virtually no state
in the world. It is, therefore, not
surprising that nothing much

has been heard from
Afghanistan following the US
bombing.

In contrast Sudan continues
to grab the headlines. It is true
that Bin Laden had made Sudan
his temporary home but has
severed connections since.
There are rumours, however,
that the pharmaceutical plant
in Sudan was financed by Bin
Laden. Attempts have been
made to implicate Bin Laden di-
rectly to the bombings of US
Embassies in Nairobi and Dar
es Salam. There is however, no
conclusive evidence and it is
not easy to find one.

On the other hand, there ap-
pears to exist sufficient evi-
dence to implicate two Libyan
citizens in the Lockerbie bomb-
ing. Now that the US has
cleared the path to their trial in
a neutral — in this case the
Netherlands — court, the trial is
likely to start soon. Chances
are that this trial will attract
worldwide attention.

What chances there are that
the US succeeds in their world-

wide crusade against terror-
ism? It appears very slim in-
deed. Terrorist and the libera-
tion warrior are the two sides of
the same coin. This war has
gone on since time immemo-
rial. A just order does not exist
and is not likely to be fashioned
any time soon. The war against
Osama Bin Laden is a relatively
simple matter since he is virtu-
ally a state-less person and has
been repeatedly branded a ter-
rorist.

Indeed there have appeared
comments that the US public is
tired of the target Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. The advantage
with the Bin Laden target is that
it does not pit the US against
any state. Pakistan appears to
be collaborating with the US
since it is reported to have
handed over a suspected bomber
of the US Embassies in Nairobi
and Dar es Salam.

US attempts to establish or-
der throughout the world are
not likely to meet with much
success, The world is complex
and there are numerous clashes
of interest. Ethnic, religious
and numerous other differences
make this a dangerous world
and terrorism breed in the sea
of discontent.

The US has expended nearly
half a century is establishing
peace in a volatile region like
the Middle East. The US is inca-
pable of bringing reason to a lit-
tle Netanyahu. How is the US
expected to root out terrorism
from the world? The US may be
compelled to live with cosmetic
changes but substantial gains
on the terrorist front is bound
to elude her grasp.

Pax Americana is not round
the corner.
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British Cheers for US Imperil Relief for Millions

HE collateral damage
caused by the US cruise
missile attack on
Khartoum may include the
future of humanitarian access
to much of the country.
It may also derail the entire
ace process, designed to end
gfldan s 15-year-old civil war,
which has resulted in the coun-
try's worst ever famine.
Britain's decision to give un-
equivocal backing to the US
raid led Sudan to withdraw its

. ambassador from London and

ask the British ambassador to

lﬁﬁrﬁlﬁ{l?}ﬁ'& “just begun lo

lay a key role in negotiating
Eumanltarian access to some of
the millions of Sudanese af-
fected by war-induced famine.

In July British Foreign Of-
fice Minister Dereck Fatchett
had negotiated a limited hu-
manitarian ceasefire which
Britain was hoping to extend to
a more comprehensive settle-
ment.

Now that Khartoum is tak-
ing the moral high ground
Britain will find it hard to pres-
surise Sudan to extend the
agreed "corridors of tranquil-
lity."

Months of patient negotia-
tions regarding UN access (o the
Nuba Mountains and other
famine areas outside the sco
of Operation Lifeline Sudan
may well have been jeopar-
dised.

One UNICEF insider points
out: “What we need to know is
how the humanitarian situa-

“tion will
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plan out amid all this
political and diplomatic wran-

glin%.

"Nobody has yet mentioned

the impact it will have on the

provision of aid to the starvin
pulation. It might as we
ave been a different country

for all the attention that has

been paid.”

The UN World Food Pro-
ramme is undertaking the
argest humanitarian airlift in
history. dropping 9.500 tonnes
a month to 1.5 million famine
aflected pec:-gl: in the south.

Across the country 2.6 mil-

lilon are estimated to require
relief. Disruption of supplies at
this critical time before the Oc-
tober harvest is bound to have a
devastating impact on a popula-
tion almost totally dependent
on food airdrops.

Suleiman Rahhal.
marn of the indigenous non-gov-

ernmental organisation, the
Nuba Relief Rehabilitation and
Development Society. told Gem-
ini; “Bombing Khartoum will

Chair-.

The American attack on the Sudan has put in jeopardy the peace process in which
Britain was playing a key role. Unequivocal British support for the attack has led
to a break in diplomatic relations between the two countries. This in turn, reports
Gemini News Service, imperils the huge food airlift to millions of famine-hit Su-

danese.

Peter Moszynski writes from London

clearly have little impacl on

¢lobal terrorism and does noth-
ing to bring a conclusion to Su-
dan's horrific civil war.

"An international confer-
ence to address Sudan's domes-
tic conflict is needed. not one
that merely addresses US con-
cerns.”

Washington's failure to pro-
vide conclusive evidence link-
ing the destroyed pharmaceuti-
cal factory to Saudi dissident
Osama bin Laden, described by
the State Department as ‘one of
the most significant sponsors
of Islamic extremist activities
in the world today.” has led to
widespread support for Khar-
toum throughout the Arab and
Islamic world and unease
among most of i{ts western al-
lies.

Bin Laden. indicted from
murder by a US Grand Jury on
24 August for the bombing at-
tacks on the US embassies in
Nairobi and Tanzania., 1is
emerging as a popular hero
throughout the Middle East.

Even moderate Arab leaders
are terrified to speak in defence

ol American actions. Khartoum
is now being rapidly rehabili-
tated internationally, widely
viewed as a victim ol unjusti-
lied US aggression.

Before the attack Sudan was
regarded as a virtual pariah by
many countries in the region.
Now it is bcln% seen in a much
more positive light.

Many people consider
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair's support has severely re-
stricted Britain's potential to
help provide a settlement to the
conflict, just as the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office was be-
ginning to face up to some of its
post-colonial responsibilities.

Alter years in which a Con-
servative government always
appeared loathe to tackle the
legacy of Britain's imperial
past, the new Labour adminis-
tration seemed eager to play a
more proactive role in ending a
conflict that stems from before
Sudan's independence.

British MP Anne Clwyd, who
actively follows Sudanese af-
tairs in the Parliamentary Se-

-

lect Committee on Interna-
lional Development, told Gem-
ini* "A few weeks ago we were
acting as honest brokers in at-
tempting to end the civil war
and bring relief.

"We won a lot of brownie
points for bﬂnginwbuut a
temporary ceasefire. What cred-
ibility have we got now when we
were shown to be so ready to act
as Clinton's cheerleaders?

“l fear very much that more
people are now going Lo die of
famine thanks to Clinton's ad-
venturism.,"” "

Even if Washington can con
vince sceptics that its target was
actively involved in producing
chemical weapons, many peo-
ple would like to know why it
was willing to risk innocent
civilian casualties by bombin
a plant with potentially letha
chemical fallout.

The British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office main-
tains that the Americans were
acting on "compelling” evi-
dence, and insists that "British
commitment to help the starv-
ing people of Sudan remains

undiminished."

Britain first took control of
Sudan 100 years ago exactly.
The Battle of Omdurman was on
2 September 1888, when Britain
first colonised the cuunt‘ghin

artnership with Egy'pt. en

udan achieved independence
on 1 January 1956, the first
round of the civil war had al-
ready started, fnlluwing the
Torit Mutiny of August 1955.

The countiry has scarc:ii
known peace ever since, as eac
successive government has col-
lapsed under the burden of
prosecuting an interminable
conflict.

The unfortunate timing of
the US attack, so close to the
centenary of the destruction of
Sudan's first Islamic State, the
Mabhdia, is likely to add further
political fallout in the Islamic
world. Asama bin Laden's
claims to be defending Muslims
against western aggression

sound that much more reso-
nant.

Khartoum's political oppo-
nents may have been severely
undermined, the peace process
put on hold, and humanitarian
operations jeopardised.

The real losers are likely to
be the suffering civilian Pnpuia—
tion as the prospect of peace
once again fades into the dis-
tance.

The author is a London-
based Journalist covering
African issues.

Letters for publication in
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Political pilgrimages
Sir, Lately we have been
seeing a new style of political
pilgrimages. When in trouble,
or for quiet and confidential
meetings abroad. go to the land
of the Hajj. for Umrah [any
time), to camouflage the real
purpose of the visit or contact.
Several leaders of our coun-
try have used this alibi or
stratagem, details of which can
be gathered by scanning the

newspapers. Only God and the
person know the real motiva-
tion.
AZ
Dhaka

Private universities:

Poor service

Sir, As a guardian, 1 am not
impressed with the standard of
senvice provided by our highly
cxpuilsive {dvurage Th 10,000
Pl diiseisclies by (e il
scclor T had ta provide some
Hps v vocatinnal guidance to
the wards ol a couple of related
families. None ol the youth,
who visited several universities
could provide any written
Prospectus or material for the
Euidﬂﬂﬂﬂ of the guardians (the
student service' is separate).
The candidates themselves did
not know the answers, and it is
not possible to ring up each
university for bits of additional
information every now and
then.

On the other hand 1 have
seen some of the fat publicity
booklets obtained from the for-
eign universities. Most of the

rospective questions have

n anticipated and the an-
swers included in the informa-
tion literature. That is good de-
talled planning.

Such basic general informa-
tion could be stored in computer
database and updated from time
to time. Why this elementa
service is not provided or rea?-'
ily available In one informa-
tion kit prior to seeking admis-
sion? Such kits should be kept
ready for free distribution. Ob-

viously comparative evaluation
is necessary at each home be-
fore a final decision is taken on
the choice of a university.

When our private universi-
ties will upgrade to professional
standard? What the monitoring
body is doing about the en-
forcement of the Code of Prac-
tice (if any exists)? The Infor-
mation Service is poor!

A Husnain
Dhaka

We condemn US
attack

Sir, We condemn US cruise
missile attacks on Afghanistan
and Sudan and UN economic
sanctions against Iraq.

We strongly demand forfei-
ture and destruction of all US
weapons of mass destruction,
imposition of UN economic
sanctions on US like Iraq and
immediate withdrawal ol UN
economic sanctions from Iraq
which has by now got ample
punishment and lesson.

Is it not true that the terror-
ists are using weapons invented
and made in Europe and USA?
Why is not President Bill Clin-
ton banning and closing down
those arms lactories to root out
terrorism?

0O.H. Kabir
6 Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

A day without
traffic jam!

Sir, Nowadays we cannot
imagine a single day without
traffic jam. It has become a part
and parcel of our life.

Generally we blame the rick-
shaws, defective transportation
systern and excess number of
vehicles for these traffic jams.
Such traffic jam is a common

henomenon at Gabtoli-Amin-
azar route, We the students of
Jahangirnagar University and
other Eaaatngtru who regularly
use Dhaka-Aricha highway are
the victims of this jam. We lose

our viluable tune and cannot
do anythiig on schedule.
The cause ol trallic jamn at

Aminbazar is very simple — the
whim of the truck drivers and
owners. Near the Aminbazar
bridge, both sides of the road
are always full of trucks. Often
we find that the trucks are being
repaired and washed on the
road. As a result other vehicles
cannot cross the road easily,
and jam is created. Sometimes
it takes several hours to ease
this jam. Besides, after the
opening of Bangabandhu Ja-
muna Multipurpose Bridge
(BJMB) the importance of this
road has increased signifi-
cantly.

The authority concerned (if
any) should take necessary
steps to solve this problem im-
mediately and reduce the mis-
eries of the passengers.

Md Rafigul Islam

Deptt. D_I?Stau'stifs
Jahangirnagar University
Savar, Dhaka

The honest president

Sir, It is really appreciable
that the President of America
Mr Bill Clinton has publicl
admitted his wrongdoing wit
Ms Monica Lewinsky,

Mr Clinton being the presi-
dent of an important country
never tried to hide anything
about his wrongdoing to the na-
tion and his family members.
Previously Lady Diana and
Prince Charles uF UK also ad-
mitted about their sexual rela-
tionship with others on the
television.

This is a rare example, Mr
Bill Clinton's confession will
surely increase his acceptabil-
ity to the general public as he
has not cheated his conscience.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
153, Lake Circus, Kalabagan,
Dhaka

Income-tax returns

Sir, As per rule, 15th
September is the last date for
submission of income-tax re-
turns. It has however been ob-
served that, even in normal sit-
uation, National Board of Rev-
enue (NBR), extends the date by
four to six weeks, but the an-
nouncement to this effect is not
made till a day after the last
scheduled date, for obvious rea-
SONS.

This year however, the situ-
ation is totally diffecent. For

the last one month. devisi. iy
floods have been causing enor-
mous sufferings practically to
all classes of people. Experts’
views appearing in news-media
indicate that flood waters may
not completely recede, till late
September. Hopefully, if it so
happens, affected people will
have a long agonising period to
rehabilitated their homes, and

their disrupted sources of in- -

come livelihood. In this fore-

' seeable situation, most tax-

payers will not be able to fi-
nalise their accounts, and the
tax returns, till mid-November.

In these circumstances, the
NBR is requested to immedi-
ately announce extension of the
time-limit up to 15th November
for submission of income-tax
returns for tax year 1998-99, so
that the affected people are
freed from tension, in this re-
gard.

A Tax-Payer
Dhaka

Child smuggling

Sir, Effective measures must
be taken by the respective gov-
ernments to stop child smug-
gling for exploitative purposes,
i. e. sports, prostitution and

e neighbouring countries
should extend full support to
one another in tracking down
and arrest the criminals in-
volved in these heinous crimes.
Diplomatic channels should be
used to sensitize the countries
where the children are smug-

led for sports or prostitution.

imilarly the media must be
involved to highlight the suffer-
ing of the smuggled children.

Mostafa Sohel

Dhaka
How to become free
Sir, Oppressive French

Regime saw its demise at the
advent of the French Revolu-
tion that triumphantly swept
.away the Bastille after eleven
years of Voltaire's death, whose
satirical writings dramatically
sparked the French society
leading to the French Revolu-
tion. Voltaire did not, however,
espouse the idea of revolution,
nevertheless his satires sown
the seed of revolution in the
minds of his wide ranging
French readers. Voltaire's
stringing arm against the op-
pressor kept the latter in utter
discomfort, unabatingly it pro-

vided sustenance to the idea of
revolution among the French.

Francis Leiry writes, "Hc
(Voltaire) would doubtless hawve
disapproved of the Revolution's
later excesses but would have
been proud of the inscription on
his tomb. He taught us how to
become free".

Sheikh Mujib has lead this
nation to freedom but no one
taught how to create a free soci-
ety. Who amnnﬁ our leading
Budhijibies we should go to for
teaching us "how to become
free?” Is it Kabir Chowdhury?,
Shamsur Rahman? Sufia Ka-
mal?, or Shawkat Osman?
(Posthumously). One of them
must be our kind of Voltaire,

The nation is awaiting with
a befitting inscription for each
of them.

Syed Waliullah
{bn Sina Hospital
Dhaka-1205

The streets!

Sir, Recently we saw an ad-
vertisement in newspapers L0
recruit lobbyist to be engaged in

improving the image of
Bangladesh abroad, particu-
larly in the EEC countries and

in USA. This is likely to cost a
considerable amount of foreign
exchange. The result is not very
certain. Almost every impor-
tant country has an Embassy in
Bangladesh. The officials of
those Embassies/High Com-
missions regularly files report
about our homeland to their re-
spective countries. These em-
bassies are supposed to project
the correct image of our coun-
try. If required, some of those
embassies could be strength-
ened [(without increasing the
number of employees] to suit
the need of our time. However,
common people have little to
say re ing the state affairs,
A m‘:lgn national (in that
matter a Bangladeshi national
also] has to encounter a large
number of professional beggars
at every traffic light junction
and at every railway crossing
while travelling to and from
the international airport to the
city, These beggars are not re-
ally poorest of the poor. They
are apparently highly trained
professionals. Every passenger
travelling on this road has to
wait for a long time due to traf-
fic jam and they are subjected to
the unavoidable pestering by
these beggars. Is it possible to

remove them at least oll the
travel path from the interna-
tional airport to Shonargaon
and Sheraton Hotels.

The Board of Investment
should consider this suggestion
seriously.

Aref Sohel Rahman
Block : I, Road : 5
Banani, Dhaka

Over the moon?

Sir. 'Dead men tell no tale,
govs the saying. But BTV has
othier icdeas.

A Citizen
Dhakaa

Are the police alone to
be blamed?

Sir, The recent brutal killing
ol Rubel in police custody has
horrified every conscious heart
across the country. If the law
enforcing personnel can Kkill an
innocent man then we have ev-
ery reason to be terrified. But
whenever such a murder takes
place, severest condemnation
and bitterest criticism against
the police pour out from every
section of people.

What is the outcome? It has
never stopped and it never will.
Because we never succeeded to
address the problem properly
and could not trace out the root
of the evil,

We shall have to expose the
black hand (or hands) of those
who have been using the police
force for their own interest,
ranging from the corrupt busi-
nessmen to the highest office of
the country. The illegal inter-
ference and influence exercised
by a section of evil politicians
have played a considerably sig-
nificant role to turn the peace-
keeping force into a peace-
breaking one. Being used un-
Jawfully and illegally encour-
age them (the police] to exercise
unfair means which is seen in
the shape of corruption,
bribery, releasing criminals in
exchang.e of money, leaving the
criminals undisturbed in ex-
change of particular percentage
and so on. It is our immoral,
selfish politicians who have
crealed this situation

Shamim Ahsan
64 /M RK Mission Road
Gopibagh. Dhaka-1203



