Barrister Ishtiaque Ahmed addressing a discussion meeting organised
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marking the 80th birth anniversary of Bangabir M A G Osmani in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

‘British doctor begins his journey

A British doctor marked the
first day of his retirement by
setting off from Dhaka yester-
day on a transcontinental ride
to London through some of the
world's most treacherous routes
— a mission to raise cash for the
‘Save the Children’ fund.

"It's a dream [ had for years’,
said Hugh Carpenter, OBE, be-
fore boarding his Land Rover
'Discovery’ at the gate of the
British High Commission,
where he was the chancery
physician since 1995,

Friends and colleagues, in-
cluding the High Commissioner
David Walker, waved off the 61-
year-old physician, who retired
only on Monday and began a
new life down the Silk Route to
raise 50,000 pound sterling for
the British charity.

He planned to travel to Lon-
don in two months, covering a
13,220-km distance through
mountains, deserts and great
plains of 16 countries.

"We would be driving
through northern Bangladesh
to Nepal via Hatibandha ...
From there to Tibet, China,
Kazakhstan, Turkemenistan,
Ukraine, Poland. Germany,
Netherlands and France before
reaching London on October
31," Carpenter told The Daily

Star.

"I hope to be under the Bi
Ben (at Westminster in cent
London) exactly at 12 noon on

October 31. From there I am

By Special Correspondent

going to attend the end of the
journey at Old Kent Road.” he
said. His wife Eleanor and four
of their five children will be
waiting there to receive him.

Dr Carpenter named his ven-
ture "Bengal Overland: Children
of the Silk Route,” which would
take him down the ancient
route once frequented by trav-
ellers, traders and preachers.

"l foresee no problem along
the routes. Only problem that
could be is weather,” he said.

His driver John Baroi and me-
chanic Fazal Ahmed are ac-
companying him.

A caravan of 32 auto-rick-
shaws followed him with "Save
the Children"” balloons and
flags at the beginning of his
journey. They carried the ban-
ners of different sponsors in-
cluding the Nestle, Mobil and
others who helped him raise
Taka 200,000. British Airways
is a major sponsor of his mis-
sion.
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Dr Hugh Carpenter setting off on his overland journey to
=00 Loridon from the’city yesterday!
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Tribal girl
raped
1n City
By Staff Correspondent
A teenaged ftribal girl work-
lnﬁ as domestic help was raped
allegedly by her master, at his

house at Monipuri Para in the
city on Thursday, police said

yesterday.

The 17-year-old girl, belong-
ing to the Garo tribe, yesterday
filed a case with Tejgaon thana
under the Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act,
1995, accusing Dipak Biswas,
police said.

Police sent the girl for medi-
cal test yesterday. A team of
T 5&&1‘1 police was conduc a

at Dipak's residence till fil-
ing of this report at about 10:30
pm last night.

According to police, the vic-
tim was working as a domestic
help at Dipak's house for the
last four months.

"On Thursday, she was
cleaning dishes inside a bath-
room at about 3 pm. Dipak sud-
denly entered there and raped
her. None of Dipak's family
members were in the house at
that time," police said quoting
the FIR.

The victim left the house and
went to the offices of Manobad-
hikar Ain Sangstha (MAS) on
Saturday which suggested her to
file a case.
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Concern at killing of
Daily Runner editor

Editors and publishers of
newspapers and news agencies
have exrrcﬁsed deep concern at
the ki ]in§ of Saiful Alam
Mukul, Editor of The Dally
"Runner" published from Jes-
sore, reports BSS.

They described the assassi-
nation as a grave threat to free-
dom of press and democrac
and paid tribute to the late edi-
tor, saying he had to give his
life for the cause of courageous
journalism.

Presided over by president of
the Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Kazi Shahed Ahmed,
the meeting was addressed,
among  others, by Mizanur
Rahman Mizan (Daily Khabar),
Alhaj Liagquat Ali (Daily Pur-
banchal) Igbal Ahmed (Daily
Muktakantha), Atiqullah Khan
Masud (Daily Janakantha),
Mahfuz Anam (The Daily Star)
Mahbubul Alam (Daily Inde-
pendent) M Anisuzzaman {BSS),
Altamas Kabir (Sangbad), Md
Zakaria Khan (Banglabazar Pa-
trika) Rahat Khan (Ittefaq)
Moazzem Hossain (The Finan-
cial Express) Benazir Ahmed
(Bhorer Kagaj) and Kazi Nabil
Ahmed (Weekly Khoborer Ka-

).
B The meeting adopted several
resolutions unanimously in-

cluding bringing out editorials
on the killing of Mukul in all
the newspapers, publishing the
illustrated biography of the as-
sassinated tor in all news-
apers, paying respect to the
ate editor by visiting Jessore
by the editors and senior jour-
nalists at his "chehlum” and
publication of the latest situa-
tion on this murder on 30th da
of every month as he was kill
on this date.
The meeting expressed deep

sﬁ'mggth}r for the members of
the bereaved family. .

Ministers shocked
at death of editor
of The Runner

Education Minister AS H K
Sadique and State Minister for
Encr%;ﬁnd Mineral Resources
Prof qul Islam expressed
their deep shock and sorrow

Monday at the killing of the ed-
itor of Jessore-based The Daily
Runner R M Saiful Islam
Mukul.

In separate messages, the
ministers said Saiful Islam
Mukul was associated in jour-
nalism for more than a decade.

Fisheries Research

Institute survey shows

‘Use of chemical pesticides up
by nearly 400 pc since 1977

Steady deterioration of ma-
rine eco-system due to seepage
of chemical residues into
coastal water as well as emis-
sion of industrial effluents has
threatened the country's future
growth unsustainable, accord-

- ing to a survey of Fisheries Re-
search Institute (FRI), reports
BSS.

The survey made available
from the Department of Fish-
eries yesterday revealed that
the use of chemical pesticides
has increased by about 400 per
cent since 1977 and seepage of
pesticide residues into coastal
water is estimated at 1800 tons
annually.

Degradation of marine envi-
ronment will ultimately affect
the prospect of marine re-
sources and economic activities
in the Bay of Bengal, it said.

The country_ has a total
coastal area of more than
36,400 sq km and a coastal of
710-km extending from the
mouth of. Naaf river in the
south to the mouth of Raiman-
gal river along Indo-

Bangladesh border in the west.
But, seepage of toxic residues of
agro-chemical and other wastes
are seriously contaminating
such a vast areas of coastal wa-

ter every year.

Agro-chemicals are a major
but not the only source of ma-
rine pollution. Industrial efflu-
ents including chromium, am-
monia and DDT eventually find
their way into marine waters,
frequent spillage during oil
transportation, whether acci-
dental or otherwise, contribute
to degradation of marine envi-
ronment,

Department of Environment
(DOE) sources said some 144 in-
dustries set up on the bank of
Bay and Karnaphuli river of
eight industrial zones of Chit-
tagong-Kalurghat, Nasirabad,
Patenga, Vatiari, Barabkundu,
Kaptai, Fauzderhat and
Soloshahar are constantly re-
leasing non-degradable solid
and liquid wastes in the coastal
and river water.

Toxic wastes with high con-
centration of suspended and

dissolved solid had high hitzlgg—
ical oxygen demand (BOD) load-
ings res ively 40,000 kg and
45,000 kg per daﬁwerc dumped
in the Karnaphuli river and the
Bay of Bengal from the Chit-
tagngclly. the sources said.

DOE sources said the level of
BOD in the coastal water is
much more higher than that of
the internationally acceptable

level of BOD.

According to WHO specified
standard, the BOD level in the
coastal and river water will be
within 5 parts per million
(PPM). But, BOD level in differ-
ent places of coastal water and
in the Karnaphuli river is 0.7 to
38 PPM due to discharge of
soiled and chemical wastes.

The number of industries,
discharge toxic wastes in the
marine water and Karnaphuli
river are 19 tanneries, 206 tex-
tiles, one oil refinery, one TSP
fertiliser, two chemical, five
fish processing, two cement,
one paper and rayon, one ;
t 0 soen two pesticide, four dy-
ing anu . o5 s:mall industries. |

 Italian President, '

Pak PM shocked

at loss of lives,
property in flood

Italian President Oscar Luigi
Scalfaro has ressed deep
shock at the terrible and serious
natural disaster in the coun
that caused loss of such a hig
number of human lives, reports
UNB.

In a message to President
Shahabuddin Ahmed yester-
day, the Italian President also

ressed deepest sorrow and
solidarity to the flood-hit peo-
ple at this difficult moment.

- He extended his Hmpalhy to
the relatives of the victims with
whom he shared his prayers.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has expressed
deep shock at the loss of lives
and property in the floods in
Bangradcah.

In a message sent to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday, Sharif said, "l am deeply
distressed to learn the heavy
loss of human lives and damage
to the property caused by the re-
~ent floods in Bangladesh.”

He hoped and prayed that
life in the affected areas would
return to normal soon, said a
Pakistan High Commission
press release.

JS body discusses
two private

members' bills

By Staff Correspondent

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Private
Members Bills and Resolutions

sterday discussed a couple of

ills moved in Jatiya Sangsad
earlier two lawmakers from
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami.

One bill, moved by JP legis-
lator Barrister Rabeya
Bhuiyan, sought a constitu-
tional amendment ensuring on
third of the Jatiya Sangsad
seats to be reserved for women.
According to the bill, the
women MPs will be elected di-
rectly by the people.

Another bill, moved by Ja-
maat MP Delwar Hossain Say-
eedi, sought a ban on gambling
and consumption of liquor.

The members of the lia-
men body yesterday ded
to seek opinion of wvarious
women organisations on the
subject, Bhuiyan, who is
also a member of the commit-
tee, told The Daily Star. "The
committee will send letters to
e o et ban

e a on
liquor and bling, the com-
mittee members observed that
they needed to examine some
provisions of a few existing leg-
islations dealing with the is-
sues, meeting sources said. Be-
sides, the committee would dis-
cuss the bill with Sa .
moved the bill in parliament.

Chaired by the Committee
Chairman Col (retd) Shawkat
Ali MP of the ruling Awami
League, the meeting was at-
tended b% State Minister for
Textile Jahangir Hossain
and Barrister Rabeya Bhuiyan.

Son et Lumiere
for Lalbagh Fort

planned
By Staff Correspondent
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Alain Guilhot
Alain Guilhot, a li

gineer with nearly 3
experience,

ting en-
years of
presented slides of
lighting work at the Alliance
Francaise in the city yesterday.

He was presenting samples
of lighting work in France, his

country, to the architects of
Dhaka and the press.

Guilhot is here for three
months to study the feasibilit
of a son et Lumiere [sound an
light) project for the Lalbagh
Fort in the near future. He has
come here at the invitation of
both the Minis of Cultural
Affairs and the Alliance Fran-
caise.

Guilhot said that after his
study, he might propose both
local and foreign technical as-
sistance, kcclfing in mind pos-
ulhll;- the Phillips Company.

rench firms and French
cities will be asked to assist,
Guilhot added. But nothing has
been discussed at present and

no implementation has taken
place, he added.
Guilhot has also worked

here along with Didier Re-
El:lling. a French architect who .
as worked in Old Dhaka ear-

lier.

He told The Daily Star that
he ts that the project will
require about one million
francs.

Guilhot has worked in
Bahrain, St Petersburg, Brus-
sels, Romania, Morocco, Cuba,
mpartmsi? ' gu?ttfm ke dsﬁmeﬁ:i
a rom cities like
and Ho Chi Minh, e

The slides showed churches,
h:ffeﬂ' castles, hotels, and
banks. "Light is life," Guilhot
remarked while he was ain-
ing the technique of lighting

| work with computer.

who |

B

Vgt RS
e e

Flood-affected people have set up makeshift shelters beside

way at Ghior of Manikganj district.

the Dhaka-North Bengal high-
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Tale of 27

returnees
from
Malaysia

By Staff Correspondent

A group of 27 Bangladeshi
migrant workers returned
home from Malaysia on August
26 after "suffering torture and
inhuman living conditions for
three months" in a detention
camp in that country, according
to a press release issued by an
NGO in Dhaka Monday .

Christian Commission for
Development in Bangladesh
(CCDBI said that the returnees
were outraged against the
Bangladeshi recruiting agents.
"At home the Bangladeshis
cheated them and in Malaysia
they were abused and humili-
ated by the foreigners,” added
the release.

en contacted. a Labour
and Manpower Ministry offi-
cial confirmed the news and
said, they had to return home
after expiry of ahfrant period
permitted by the Malaysian au-
thorities for those who stayed
without valid documents. How-
ever, he was unaware of any in-
cident of torture.

Meanwhile, the last date for
the illegal workers to leave
Malaysia has been extended by
two months.

CCDB in its press release
also said that another group of
five Bangladeshi workers ar-
rived from Singapore on the
same day and they were also
victims of torture. But, official
sources could not confirm it.

DU students
~ protest JU

incidents
By DU Correspondent

The general students of
Dhaka University protested the
a]l:fcd rape incidents and as-
sault of a teacher in Jahangir-
nagar University and submitted
a memorandum to the vice
chancellor of Dhaka Universit

esterday under the banner o
dharan Chhatra Oikya (SCO).

The SCO brought out a pro-
cession and held a rally at
Aparajeo Bangla at noon. Some
teachers of the university also
expressed their solidarity with
the students. On behalf of the
teachers, Golam Sarwar ad-
dressed the rally. The rally was
also addressed by student repre-
sentatives including a Ja-
hangirnagar University stu-
dent.

Speakers at the rally urghed
the authority to identify the
culprits and demanded their
lriaﬁ’. After the rally, the SCO
submitted a memorandum to
the VC.

Joint venture
hospital to

be set up

By Staff Correspondent

Lab Aid and the BM Birla
Heart Research Centre (BHRC)
of India have decided to set up a
joint venture pm{ecl of 250-bed
cardiac hospital in the city,
said a press release.

A BHRC delegation compris-
ing its Executive Vice-President
Beni Daga, Chief Administrator
Col (retd) A K Chatterjee, senior
cardiologist Dr Tapan Kumar
Banerjee and Dr Debashis
Biswas visited the city recently
to discuss modalities of the
proposed hospital with the Lab
Aid authorities.

Dr A M Shamim, managing
director of Lab Aid, hosted a re-
ception in honour of the delega-
tion. Chairman of Bangladesh
Medical Research Council Dr
Modasser All was present as

special guest.

PM urges Bangladeshis in S Arabia

Help mitigate sufferings
of flood-hit countrymen

JEDDAH, Sept 1: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
called upon the adeshi ex-
patriates to help mitigate the
sufferings of their-flood af-
fected compatriots at home, re-
ports UNB.

“People of your country, your
brothers and sisters, your rela-
tives are suffering due to devas-
tating flood .... Help them and
pray to Almighty Allah so they
can overcome the disaster.” she
said.

Addressing a gathering of
over 15,000 Bangladeshi -
triates at Khuzam Gl}rmpi?;a:nl
on Monday evening, the Prime
Minister said she had come to
Saudi Arabia to gray to the
Almighty seeki ivine bless-
ing to overcome the flood.

“You are staying in a holy
country, pray to Allah so He
saves the people of Bangladesh
from all kinds of disaster and
remove their sufferings,” she
told the gathering.

Hasina said people's suffer-
ings have increased for the
prolonged flood although the
government had taken all pos-
sible steps to mitigate their suf-
ferings from the very beginning
of the calamity.

"We are sending adequate re-
lief, medicine and other essen-
tials to the flood-hit ple and
have taken up post-iflood reha-
bilitation programme.,” she
said, i

* The government had taken
measures to face the flood with
its own resources. It was s8i-
ble if the flood did not continue
for a long time,.she said. . . .

But for the prolonged flood,
she said, losses have increased
a lot and it has become difficult
for the government to tackle ev-
erything alone, Hasina added.

"We have already sought in-
ternational help for the post-

flood rehabilitation pro-
grammes and are getting posi-
tive responses. It's also your
duty to stand beside your broth-
ers and sisters during their bad
days,"” she added.

"Send your money through
banks which will help increase
the bank reserves and add more
to the national economy,” she
sald assuring best possible ser-
vice for them to send money
back to the country.

The Prime Minister said
immediate $te;,i;s of the govern-
ment kept the loss of life due to
flood-related diseases remark-
ably less. The government is
also trying to supply prepared
food and all types of megicine
to the flood victims.

She said the
undertaken Ashrayan project
to provide shelter to the home-
less ple. The flood-affected

eople and those rendered

omeless by the river erosion
will get the priority in the pro-
ject.
: "We have given shelter to
2.700 families through the pro-
ject and intend to provide

omes to 50,000 families across
the country," she added.,

Among the Bangladeshi ex-
patriates, Dr Mohammad Nurul
Alam, Dr Matiur Rahman, Mo-
hammad Fariduddin, Abdul
Mukit, Mahmud Hdsan
Shamim and Sona Ali ad-
dressed the gathering.
Bangladesh Ambassador to
Saudi Arabia Abdul Momen
Chowdhury also spoke on the
occasion, . v .

They - assured all possible
help for the flood victims of the
country and donated money to
the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund. They said they will col-
-lect more money for the flood
victims.
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Managing Director of Lab Aid Ltd Dr A M Shamim hosted

........

.

a reception for a delegation from BM Birla Heart
Research Centre, Calcutta, in the city recently. Health
Minister Salauddin Yusuf and BMRC chairman Dr
Modasser Ali were also present.

"More international relief

for flood victims pledged

A number of countries and
international organisations
have announced their pledges of
assistance for the flood-aflected
people of Bangladesh in re-
sgonse to the appeal made by
the government, report agen-
cles.

Medicines worth 100,000 US
dollars will be dispatched by

India for emergency relief, Ex-
ternal Publicit ing of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(MOFA) said. A list of medicines
has been sent to the Indian High
Commissioner.

Sweden, which has an-
nounced contribution of 65,000
US dollars through Swiss Red

..........

'P.ustngn_la Iron Merchants' Association distributing reli
| people in the city on Monday. -
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f materials amnng. und-affuctad

Cross, plans to give cash grant
of 300,000 dollars to be dis-
bursed through WFP.

The government of Italy has
decided to grant 40,000 dollars
as a first step for humanitarian
assistance for the flood victims.

The US government which
has already committed 200,000
metric tons of wheat is likely to
raise it to 400,000 tons, MOFA
said.

Kuwait has committed 2 mil-
lion US dollars as cash dona-
tion for the victims.

The European Commission
has decided to give one million
ECU, equivalent to about 1.2
million dollars, for emergency
flood relief.
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overnment has |

Bangabandhu
From page 12

oint and after Dalim told

hafiullah, "Sir, don’'t compel
me to do something, for |
don’t come.”

Then Shafiullah was taken
to 46 Brigade HQ, where Maj
Rashid and Ma| Hafiz pressed
the Chief to go to radio station.

"Shafiul said he became
E_unlnd.“ which Huq termed as a

ank admission which shows
that he is a human being.

As Serajul Huq concluded
his argument, state defence
lawyer Gazi Zillur Rahman for
Col (retd) Khandaker Abdur
Rashid submitted that many of
the prosecution witnesses have
glven contradi statements.

He said prosecution did not
come with clean hand and did
not bring the real witnesses in
the case and it seems that the
prosecution is trying to hide
something.

Gazi argued that none of the
prosecution witnesses came up
with clear statement that
Rashid was involved in the
killing and even failed to estab-
lish his involvement in the
conspiracy.

He said Rashid did not get
any benefit like others and even
according to a witness he had
refused an offer for a job in a
foreign mission.

Gazi submitted that all the
prosecution witnesses are bi-
ased and no evidence shows in-
volvement of Rashid in the Au-
gust 15 incident and prayed to
the court to acquit his client
from the case.

Advocate Ruhul Islam Khan,
state defence for Major Noor,
said the court first will have to
ascertain whether his client is
dead or alive. If he is dead, there
can't be any trial against him.

The other state defence will
place their arguments when the
court resumes today at 9:30 am.

Clarification

From Page 1|

treatment, mitigation or pre-
vention of diseases in human
beings or animals.

ii) Any substance., mentioned
as monograph in any of the
editions of the British
Pharmacopoeia or the British
Pharmaceutical Codex or the
United States Pharmacopoeia
or the National Formulary of

.the United States or the Inter-

national Pharmacopoeia,
whether alone or in combina-
tion with any substance exclu-
sively used in the Unani,
Ayurvedic, Homeopathic or
Biochemic system ol medicine
in addition to other three defi-
nitions contained therein.

iii) That the directorate of
Drug Administration has on
several occasions refused to ap-
prove the import of diclofenac
Diethylamine on the plea that
this raw material is manufac-
tured locally is not true. The
fact is that certain manufae-
turer submitted a Block List for
the approval of import of "Di-
clofenac Diethylamine” with-
out any specification.
(Specification is the identifica-
tion of a particular raw mate-
rial about its quality and stan-
dard). Later on the applicant
noticed the mistake and subse-

uently submitted a correct

lock List of the same item
which was duly approved for
import from abroad. As many
as two local manufacturers
manufacture the raw material
of Cloxacillin sodium. The raw
material was registered for pro-
duction after approval of its
qualit_?_r by the Government
Drug Testing Laboratory.

Recently, a multinational
manufacturer raised the ques-
tion of stability of locally man-
ufactured Cloxacillin sodium.
Taking this point into consid-
eration, the Directorate of Drug
Administration asked the
manufacturer of Cloxacillin
sodium to submit atabi]ltly data
of the said material. In the
meantime, approval for the im-
port of Cloxacillin sodium was
allowed to maintain regular ad-
equate supply of the product in
the market.

3. There is a Standing Com-
mittee for approval of finished
drug and raw material. The
committee comprises four
members. Dr Momenul Haque
is a member re ntlnﬁ the
Bangladesh Aushad Shilpa
Samity.

4. Import of a finished drug
is usually allowed when it is not
abundantly manufactured lo-
cally. Usually, a same class of
finished dosage form is consid-
ered for import for the formu-
I id its cal advan-
tage. Metforal (Metlormine He
is allowed for import in tablet
form of 850 str as this
is not manufactured locally.
This strength of 850 mg is in-
cluded in British MNational
Funnulaga{BNF] Nuniber 35,

March 1
Our Reply
Star report had

The Dail
mentioned that to the
D Act, 1940, a wide of

products fall in the definition
of medicine. It only pointed out
the specific use of the definition
of medicine and raw materials
in the 1994 circular of the
Health Ministry.

The Daily Star has con-
firmed that the DDA had not
approved Diclofenac Diethy-
lamine because it is locally
produced. An applicant had
also officially informed the
DDA that this item was not lo-
cally manufactured.

ul Malek, while mnung
to The Daily Star had also sai
that "it was Efntﬂhimpr;dm::t to !:]
low import o s uct. He
never mentioned that the man-
ufacturer did not mention spec-
ification. However, it is known
to all including DDA that Di- -
clofenac Diethylamine is an
INN product.
. Regarding Cloxacillin, Ab-
dul Malek admitted that DDA
had asked for submission of
stability data. It is unclear why
DDA did not do so before allow-

l{gmm]mnlﬂtnunthllpmd*



