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US expresses concern, Japan freezes fund for KEDO

Missile launch by DPRK raises
fears about Asian security

TOKYO, Sept 1: Tokyo issued
protest against North
Korea for firing a missile over
Japan and sent military ships
Tuesday to the spot in the Pa-

cific Ocean wligre debris from it
was believed to have landed, re-
ports AFP.

The missile launch Monday
renewed worries over security
in Asia and raised serious
questions about the adequacy of
Japan's defence systems.

Government spokesman
Sadaaki Numata said Tuesday
that Japan did not know about
the missile launch until it was
informed by the US military.
He added that Japan had no ig-
dependent monitoring system
to warn of the launching.

Numata also said Japan has
frozen the one billion dollars it
had committed to a project with
South Korea, the US and Europe
to supply North Korea with two
nuclear energy reactors. And
sending food aid te the reclusive

"Japan's people are ex-
tremely anxious and I am
deeply worried,” Prime Minis-
ter
Kyodo News agency as saying.

yogefencﬂ aﬂgmmals said the
missile appeared to be the new
Taepo Dong 1, which has a
longer range than the old model
and is capable of reaching all of
South Korea and Japan.

With no official diplomatic
channels with the reclusive
communist state, even issuing a
protest was a problem.

When a protest was levied in
New York overnight to Kim
Chang Guk, the North Koran
deputy ambassador to the
United Nations, he merely re-
peated North Korea's usual crit-
icism against Japan's security
arrangement with the United
States, the Foreign Ministry
said.

North Korea remained mute
on the missile in its official

eizo Obuchi was quoted by

news being monitored by the

communist state was now more Radiopress agency in Tokyo.

difficult, he acknowledged.

"QOur relations with North The Delfence Agency said it
Korea are going to be more se- Will analyse any parts of the
vere than lﬁmy ave ever been" missile retrieved by the dis-
Foreign Minister Mashahiko Patched military ships. A non-
Komura said after attending a military government plane and

special Cabinet meeting, where
the missile topped the agenda,

Komura said the missile
may help speed up Japan's pro-
posed joint development of a
missile defence system with the
United States.

ship were sent to the Sea of
Japan where the first stage of
the missile was believed to have
landed, government officials
said.

Defence tends to be a sensi-
tive topic for many Japanese

bécause of the backlash from
the bitter memories of extreme
militarism during World War II.
The pacifist movement is a
powerful lobby group in Japan,
and the slightest sign of height-
ened military might draws ner-
vous protest from Asian neigh-
bours.

That is partly why the mis-
sile defence system project has
been so slow in coming.

In an editorial Tuesday, the
liberal Ashahi newspaper
warned against any hasty ac-
tion on the missile defence pro-
ject, and instead called for
‘calm.” The more conservative
Yomiuri newspaper, however,
called for a prompt decision in
favour of the prcl:!tct.

The North Korean missile
drew heightened concern from
abroad as well.

"For North Korea, develop-
ment of its military power is
strategic issue that directly af-
fects its survival. So it will

never give it up,” said South Ko-
reann Defence Minister Chun
Yong-taek.

eanwhile, North Korea's
launch of a long-range ballistic
missile over Japan and into the
Pacific Ocean — its first use of
such a two-stage weapon —is a
dangerous development for the
volatile region's security, US of-
ficials said.
US Secretary of State
Madeleine Mbrigﬁt expressed
concern. The missile test "is

something that we will be rais-
in Mtrﬁg North l{ureans'l'.aﬁl'
talks in New York, she said’
Monday during a visit to Sara-
jevo, the Bosnian capital.

The closed-door talks re-

- afternoon, but
no In}nrmamh on gg\rﬁ]up-
ments was released.

At the State Department,
spokesman Lee McClenny
called the launch "a mater of
deep concern to the United
States because of its potentially
«:lu!::v.tzllhillzlln%l impact in North-
east Asia and beyond."

The missile, dubbed Taepo
Dong 1, has a range of 1,500
kilometers (940 miles), and is
capable of reaching all of South
Korea and Japan. It appears to
be the first time North Korea
has fired a weapon capable of
reaching any point in Japan.

Reuter adds: A deal to fund
the construction of two nuclear
reactors for North Korea was
shelved today after the Stalinist
state test-fired a missile over
Japanese territory.

The Seoul-based Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organisation (KEDO), which is
overseeing the pruljtct. said a
cost-sharing resolution, an-
nounced on Monday. had been
"indefinitely postponed by
some member countries.”

"The adoption of the resolu-
tion ... has ome more diffi-
cult as a result,” a KEDO state-

. Violence claims
10 in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Sept 1: At
least 10 people, including a
Muslim cleric, died in sepa-
ratist-related violence
overnight in the troubled In-
dian state of Kashmir, Police
said today, reports AFP.

Five civilians were shot dead
by unidentified gunmen in
Hooner, a border village in
Kupwara district north of Sri-
nagar, a police spokesman said,
adding senior police officials
had been sent to the site.

In another incident late
Monday, unidentified gunmen
killed a 75-year-old Imam of a
local mosque in Kupwara.

Police said Imam Khazir Pir
was gunned down just outside
his house as he returned from
prayers at the mosque.

sewhere, suspected Muslim
separatists killed a weman and
a child in an atjack on a Hindu
family in southern Kashmir,
while a police officer was shot
dead in a militant ambush in a
northern district.

One militant was also killed
lin a separate shootout with po-

1CEe,

Iran seeks UN
mediation over

missing diplomats

ISLAMABAD, Sept 1: The
Taliban Monday
United Nations mediation over
10 missing Iranian diplomats
whom Tehran alleges are being
held prisoner by the Islamic
Militia. reports AFP.

"We demand the UN mediate
between Iran and Afghanistan,”
senior Taliban official Wakil
Ahmad Muttawakil told the
Afghan Islamic Press, adding
that the Taliban had no infor-
mation about the diplomats'
whereabouts.

Iran says the 10 diplomats
and an Iranian journalist were
taken prisoner by the Taliban
‘when the militia overran the
northern Afghan city of Mazar-
I-Sharif on August 8. The Tal-
iban deny taking them.
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details were available.
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Rail accident claims 5 in India:
Five passengers were killed when five cars of a speedin
passenger train ran off the tracks near the Indian capital,
police said yesterday, AFP says from New Delhi.

teen others were injured in the accident late Monday
near the industrial town of Faridabad, at the border of New
Delhi. Two of the dead were identified as soldiers. No further

10 die in Lithuanian
Lithuanian helicopter carrying weddin
crashed in a lake, killing 10 people inclu
bride and groom, AP says from Lithuania.

A 32-year-old woman survived the crash, but was in critical
condition, the Baltic News Service reported Monday. The Sun-
day evening crash occurred at Lake Platelial, about 300 km west

Guatemalan mﬁ;is]ide death

The death toll from a mudslide last week that buried homes in
northern Guatemala rose to 42, with four people still missing,
disaster relief officials said, AFP reports from Guatemala.

National disaster coordination chief Josue Perez said the
people unaccounted for were probably buried in the mud. The
mudslide stuck the town of Santa Cruz Del Quiche, 150 kilome-
tres north of here, early last Wednesday.

Top Vietnamese dissident freed:
Vietnam's best-known dissident was freed Tuesday and flown in
gkok, where he expressed a longing to return to his own

country and keep struggling for democracy, AP reports from
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South African Deputy President Thabo Mbeki addresses delegates at the 12th Non-Aligned

ment said toda}r.

Movement (NAM) Summit in Durban on Monday. Mbeki delivered the opening address of the

ministerial meeting.

— AP/UNB photo.

Pak opposition vows to block
proposed Islamic laws

ISLAMABAD, Sept 1: Pak-

istan's opposition parties
vowed Monday to form a grand
alliance to stop a propo con-

stitutional amendment that
would impose. Islamic law in
the country, reports AP,

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif's proposed new Islamic
order would undermine the
constitution, wreck the state
institutions and threaten the
country's unity, said opposition
politiclans.

"These proposed laws are a
conspiracy against the country
and a guke on the name of Is-
lam," Senator Ajmal Khattak,
the leader of opposition Awami
National Party and a former
ally of Sharif told The Associ-
ated Press. "We have decided to
form a grand alliance of opposi-
tion parties and start a move-

ainter Wollaston dies: new

greatest painter Sir Tosswill Wollaston died
peacefully in South Island's Nelson Sunday at the
New Zeland television reported on Monday, Xinhua says from

age of 88, the

osswill Wollaston held the first exhibition of his works
in Dunedin in 1936. He was knighted in 1979 for his services in

US closes missions in Ghan% Togo:
The United States has closed its embassies in the Wes carn
countries of Ghana and Togo because of security threats, the

State Department said on Monday, Xinhua reports from

in Ghana will be closed at least through
Wednesday, and the embassy in Togo was closed on Monday and
additional days,” the State Department said in sepa-
rate statements. Americans in the two countries were urged to

lane crash: A

guests on a excursion
ing the parents of the

toll 42:

At least two Vietnamese-Americans who had been jailed for

plots to overthrow the Hanoi government were also
freed, Vietnamese officials said.

ment against the bill in early
September.”

The proposed constitutional
amendment introduced Friday
would scrap the British com-
mon laws and impose laws
based on the Muslim holy book,
the Quran.

Sharif controls a two-thirds
majority in Parliament and it
seems likely the amendment
will pass with little difficulty.

The opposition says the
amendment would immpose a
system in Pakistan like the one
in neighbouring Afghanistan
where the hard line Taliban
army rules.

ere girls have been forced
out of schools, women off the
job and into the all-enveloping
burqga.

The amendment says that
the federal government will be

Philippine Presid
Ramon Magsaysay award

former President Corazon Aquino

ent Joseph Estrada, .
for International Understanding to

"obliged” to enforce prayers five
times a day, collect an annual
tithings as well as to "prescribe
what is right and to forbid what
is wrong. :

In a speech to Parliament
Monday former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto said the coun-
try's security was threatened
because for the radical Taliban
militia.

She sald Sharif supports
Mullah Omar, the leader of the
Taliban, because he wants to
impose a similar type of gov-
ernment here.

“We have recognised the
Taliban government and are
pleading with every country to
recognise {t. But what have we

ined from our support for
em?" she asked. :

right. presents the

during ceremony Monday

in Manila. The award, which comes with a medallion and _US
50,000 dollars cash, is Asia's equivalent of the Nobel Prize.

— AP/UNB photo.
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Vaccine against
diarrhoea
approved

WASHINGTON, Sept 1: The
US Food and Drug Administra-
tion approved on Monday the
first vaccine against a leading
cause of childhood diarrhoea, a
virus that hospitalises 55,000
American children a year and

"kills 1 million in other coun-

tries, reports AP.

RotaShield is for the in-
testinal infection called ro-
tavirus that is the leading cause
of severe diarrhoea in child-
hood. It was developed by the
National Institutes of health
and licensed to Wyeth-Ayerst
Laboratories.

RotaShield is an oral vac-
cine given to infants in three
doses, at ages 2 months; 4
months and 6 months.

For now, children older than
6 months should not begin the
vaccination, the FDA said. Ro-
tavirus is so prevalent that
about 75 per cent of all children
are infected before age 5, but the
youngest infants are usually the
sickest.
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Embattled Congo President Laurent Kabila, left, meets with Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, centre, and Namibian President Sam Nujoma, right in Windhoek Monday.

— AP/UNB photo

sserelorbeitlon? -UN coﬁncil calls for pullout of
all foreign forces from Congo

NEW DELHI, Sept 1: Now
that India has gone nuclear,
who should control its atomic
button?

Military leaders have sug-
gested that the government set
up a panel of top Cabinet minis-
ters and defence officials to
control the country's nuclear
arsenal, The Indian Express re-
ported Tuesday, reports AP.

The newspaper said army,

‘navy and air force officials

have approved the proposal in a
study titled, "Options for India
— Formation of a Strategic Nu-
clear Command.”

The National Command Au-
thority, which would be headed
by the prime minister, will ad-
vise a panel of the three service
chiefs on the use of nuclear
weapons if necessity arises, the
paper said.

The orders would then be ex-
ecuted by a command post.

India set off five under-
ground nuclear explosions in
May, 24 years after it first
tested a nuclear device. Pak-
istan retaliated in May with six
tests, triggering fears of an
arms race in the sub-continent.
The tests drew international
economic and political sanc-
lion against India and Pak-

tan.

Abiola's wives
sue junta

LAGOS. Nigeria, Sept 1: Two
wives of the late opposition
leader Moshood Abiola filed
suit Monday against Nigeria's
miilitary junta, charging that
Abiola died in prison because
he was not given proper medical
care, reports AP,

Dupe Abiola and Teju Abiola
filed separate suits against the
country's military ruler, Gen
Abdulsalam Abubakar, as well
as his ministers of justice and
internal affairs. They are
seeking one billion Naira, or
nearly dirs 12 million, in com-
pensation.

"The death of Moshood Abi-
ola, husband and father of my
children, was the consequence
of the unlawful violation of the
fundamental duty of the defen-
dants to provide him with the
&e::ulu:a of life in detention,”

suits charged.

The twr romen are also de-
manding an official declara-
tion that Abiola's death
amounted to murder by the
state and that it was the dvuty of
the junta to provide him with

T
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UNITED NATIONS, Sept 1:
The UN Security Council on
Monday called for a ceasefire in
Democratic Republic of Congo
and demanded the withdrawal

of all foreign forces, reports
AFP. & 3

The 15-member council! reit-
erated its ceasefire call — the
third in two weeks — in a for-
mal statement after a closed-
door briefing by Congolese
Planning Minister Badimayi
Mulumba.

The council statement called
for "an immediate ceasefire, the
withdrawal of all foreign forces
and the initiation of a peaceful
process of political dialogue
with a view to national recon-
ciliation.”

The Security Council urged
UN chief Kofi Annan, who In-
tends to host talks on the con-
flict on the sidelines of this
week's Non-Aligned Movement
summit, to continue his urgent
contacts with regional leaders
in search of a negotiated solu-
tion.

DRC President Laurent Ka-
bila seemed intent Monday on a

military solution, boasting dur-

ing a lighting visit to Namibia
that the Tutsi-led rebels: who
have tried to overthrow him

Vajpayee not
sick, says
BJP, Gen Secy

MUMBAI, Sept 1: BJP Gen-
eral Secretary Pramod Maha-
jan yesterday scotched off ru-
mours concerning the health of
the Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, reports PTI.

"He is half and hearty,” the
former advisor to the prime
minister told mediapersons
here at an informal briefing.

"The prime minister is not
suffering from any of the ail-
ments ... There is nothing," he
categorically stated. All the re-
ports concerning the health of
Vajpayee have already been
clarified by the Prime Minis-
::;"5 Gfﬁci (PMO), by the prime

nister hi j -
pressing surprise over 4 néws

item in a city eveninger which

~was quoted as saying that Vaj-

payee had been advised against
using a helicopter.

will be defeated "In a week or

two."

Angola, Namibia and Zim-
babwe are backing Kabila
against the rebels who accord-
ing to Kabila are supported by
Uganda and Rwanda.

Monday's statement was the
first in which the security
council made any reference to
foreign forces, which were not
identified.

Another report from DRC
adds: The Democratic Republic
of Congo town of Kalemie was
firmly in rebel hands Monday,
an AFP correspondent reported
after flying into the southeast-
ern town on the shores of Lake
Tanganyika from the rebels
eastern stronghold of Goma.

Rebel troops were manning
anti-aircraft guns at the airport
and patrolling in the town,
which has a population of some
100,000,

Residents said government
soldiers fled without a fight
along with several thousand
towns people, 'when the Tutsi-
ijd rebels arrived last Wednes-

ay.

Iraq urges UNSC to probe links

between UN team, US, Israel

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 1:
Iraqi UN ambassador Nizar
Hamdoon asked the president
of the Security Council on
Monday to investigate alleged
links between UN weapons in-
spectors and the United States
and Israel, reports Reuter.

Hamdoon said he handed
over a letter requesting a probe
into what he called "this whole
mess that has been generated bi(*
the resignation” last week o
American UN arms Inspector
Scott Ritter and reports that
Washington had intervened to
"try to reschedule” inspections
in accordance with its own
wishes.

When Ritter resigned, he ac-
cused the Security Council, Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan and

ence of chemical

weapons exposure in Gulf

WASHINGTON, Sept 1: A US
Senate committee report con-
cludes there is no evidence to
support the theory that US sol-
diers who fought in the Gulf War
and then became mysteriously
ill were exposed to nerve gas,
reports AP.

"We have found nothing to
show that the illnesses are re-
lated to chemicals."” said a Sen-
ate Veterans Affairs Committee
official who spoke late Monday
on condition of anonymity.

The panel planned to make
the atudli public on Tuesday.
The bipartisan report, pre-

pared over the last year, backs
the military's long-held asser-
tion that chemical weapons
were not to blame for the ill-
NESSES.

But it is hl%hly critical of a
Pentagon conclusion last year
that up to 100,000 soldiers were
exposed to low doses of nerve

gases released in the demolition
of an Iraqi ammunition depot
in March 1991, days aliter the
war had ended. That report said
the doses were too small to have
caused any sustained health
Frnhltms. but it marked the
irst official acknowledgment
tl'lllail there was any exposure at
all.

The Senate report argues
there is no hard evidence to
back the report s conclusions, [t
says the Pentagon, workin
with the CIA, relied on a fla
computer model to recreate the
exposure levels and assumed a
worst-case scenario.

The Senate report concludes

that there is just one case where
evidence of chemi-

there is har
cal exposure — that of Army Pfc.
David Fisher. who was osed
to mustard liquid in March
1991, -

Russian military presence
in Latvia formally ends

SKRUNDA, Latvia, Sept 1:
More than 50 years after the
Soviet ‘Union annexed the
Baltic states, the Russian mili-
tary presence in the region
ended Monday as the early
warning radar station at
Skrunda was shut down, re-
ports AFP.

Early in the morning the
Skrunda phased array radar
peered into the skies over west-
ern Europe for the last time to
search for NATO ballistic mis-
siles and bombers that never
came.

Latvians, who could barely
coriceal their joy, view the
radar's closing not as the final
{:;assin of the cold war but as
he end of Russian occupation.

"We consider it as the end of

World War II on Latvian soil,"
Latvian Foreign
Valdis Birkavas told journal-

Minister

ists.
The day was marked as a

holiday by Skrunda's 2,400 res-
idents, with ﬂag;a, flying from
buildings and a festive concert
staged in a local park.

e've been wajung a long
time for this day,” one Skrunda
resident said. "we have nothing
personal against the soldiers,

but the radar gave a lot of people "

headaches.”

Russia preferred to play
down its final Baltics retreat,
denying media access to any of
the 450 departing soldiers and
their families.

The Russian military got to
operate Skrunda, an in c%:al
art of its early warning system
or a nuclear attack, for an ad-
ditional four years under the
troop withdrawal a%‘;zment
signed with Latvia in 1 .

Riots continue for 2nd

day in N-Indonesia

JAKARTA, Sept 1: Mobs de-
filed anti-riot police and at-

tacked Chinese-owned shops

for a second day Tuesday in a

northern town where mobs tore
gates of a prison, free-

dﬂ“i':;l the -
ozens ol prisoners, reports
R‘tlg_ P p

Hundreds of soldiers pa-

trolled the debris-strewn streets

of Lhokseumawe, a day after
crowds burned buildings,
stoned military trucks and
looted from stores owned by
ethnic Chinese, It was the
biggest riot since deadly unrest
in May that helped oust former
President Suharto.

Most of the town of 600,000
was quiet Tuesday. But wit-
nesses said young men were
hurling rocks at shuttered
stores in the business district.
Some shopkeepers were hiding

e TIalah Fatimah said” . &

L]

police briefly dispersed the ri-
oters with tear gas and warning
shots, but the mobs kept drift-
ing back.

Ninety prisoners were on the
run Tuesday after crowds raided
a prison I¥IE previous night,
helping or forcing inmates to
flee in the darkness even
though guards fired warning
shots.

On Monday, rioters left a
wide path of destruction, burn-
ing a hotel, a discotheque,
beauty salons, a ruling party
office and part of a shoppin
centre. Many Chinese-own
stores were pelted with rocks
and looters plundered rice,
sugar and other basic necessi-
ties.

The Chinese are resented be-
cause they dominate business
in Indonesia, which is strug-
ling throu its worst eco-

mic crisis in three decades.
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the United States of failing to
deal firmly with Iraqi obstruc-
tion of UN weapons teams. He
also said Washington had in-
tervened several time to try to
influence the timing and target
of some inspections.

Ritter reiterated his criti-
cism in an interview on public
television's "News Hour with
Jim Lehrer' on Monday. saying
the UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM) could have achieved
"meaningiul disarmament re-
sults” if a key inspection had
riot been thwarted this summer,

“We weren't allowed to do our
job out of fear of a confronta-
tion in which the United States
wouldn't be able to muster the
required support in the Security
Council to respond effectively,”
Ritter said.

Top US foreign policymak-
ers decided to "put pressure on
the special commission to slow
down, to postpone, to cancel in-
spections because they would
lead to a confrontation which
the United States was not will-
ing to step up to,” Ritter said.

The text of the Iragi letter
from deputy Prime Minister
‘Tareg Aziz was not immedi-
ately circulated at the United
Nalions, a copy was also sent to
Annan, according to reports
from Baghdad.

It was said to accuse UN-
SCOM, in charge of disarming
Iraq, of being a tool of the
United States to spy against
Iraq and to accuse Ritter of spy-
ing on Iraq for the United
States and Israel.

reports P.

Titanic" fans hoping

orders, QVC sold 13,

NEW YORK: Monica Lewin-
sky's saga could become the
highest-priced sex story in
history, reports AP,

The tabloid Star offered
dirs 1 million to Lewinsky for
exclusive rights to her story,
editor in chief Phil Bunton
said Monday. Bunton said the

her lawyers since the offer was
made ut 10 days ago.
Citing unidentified
sources, the magazine said
HarperCollins offered dirs 2
million to Ms Lewinsky for a
book and a second un-
identified

The New Yorker said.

said Judith
Collins,

sus
uutpn?icslcading

Monica puts knife to Clinton."

Titanic comes to the

small screen

LOS ANGELES: After sailing to success on the silver screen,
the makers of "Titanic" are launching a version of the award-
winning epic for the small screen, which goes on sale this week,

Video stores across the United States
past midnight Monday to face the expected frontal assault of
to be the first to buy the tape
To date the record holder for video sales is Disney's
Lion King," with 30 million copies sold since March 1995.
Paramount has spent 50 million deollars in a promotion
campalgn to launch the video. The company hasn't said how
many copies have been sent to retailers, but analysts put the
number at more than 20 million.
Cable chain QVC has already sold more than 229,000 copies
sinice it started taking orders on June 15. When it started taéﬁg
copies in 14 minutes, the company :

Lewinsky could make
history again

Star has not heard back from . 1

publisher offered dirs 6
Despite the offers, there has been no indication the woman
in the centre of the White House sex scandal is willing to sell her

story,
E{did not offer Monica Lewins
Regan, head of Regan

.She said she hadn't talked to Lewinsky since January, and
ted Lewinsky's mother, writer Marcia Lewis, was putting
information to drive the book offers up.

Post columnist Cindy Adams regorted Mund&‘ir
sky's mother would serve as her g an

out for a dirs 10 million offer before she "puts pen to paper or

Lewis is the author of a book about the sex lives of famed
tenors Luciano Pavarotti, Placido Domingo and Jo= Carreras,

planned to stay open

on Tuesday.
he

Ry

million.

dirs 2 million for a book,
ks. a division of Harper-

that Lewin-

ostwriter was holding



