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Depoliticise the TUs

‘Our society, lorded over more politically than
can be good for it, is a behemoth deaf and blind and
heeds not words of caution and wisdom. Sha-
habuddin Ahmed's words invent nothing and re-
veal nothing. That is where the beauty of his
pronouncements lies. These are always statement
of the obvious, may be what is too much obvious.
The politician does not stand against what the
President says in his charged public utterances but
dismisses his urgings as boyscoutishly
impractical. The inner reason for rejection is there
has always been some basic admonition of the
politicilans in every Shahabuddin speech. The
politician cannot ply his trade in the usual man-
ner if he starts to care for the President’s points.

On Monday President Shahabuddin spoke at a
seminar on grooming managers for the new cen-
tury. He said industrial management gave way to-
anarchy as early as in the first years of indepen-
dence. Managers were named on political consid-
erations and management boiled down to carrying
out political behests.

The President on this occasion ambled to new
ground when he took up the case of trade unions
and CBAs. Together with ridding industrial man-
agement, education and financing, appointment
and transfer and promotion completely of parti-
san political influence, he called for depoliticising
‘trade unions and CBAs. The two have over the
years of independence become populist-looking
mafias bent on turning industrial houses and
semi-government service organisations into very
obliging agencies giving to the mafiosi inconceiv-
ably big pots of money and perennial sources of
power — while the bodies contracted debilitating

d es and the workers languished in want and
squalor. : '

This must change. But Shahabuddin says not
through banning trade unionism. That can't be
done. Trade unions must become trade unions and
not lackeys of this or that political party. The
worker's interest and nothing besides, should be
their concern. And worker's interest depends on
the health of his workshop. TUs should work ex-
clusively for better benefits, better production per
worker and better organisation.

Thank you again, Mr. President.

IT Holds the Answer

The headline of a front page item in yesterday's
Daily Star summed up the message: The time is
more than ripe for Bangladesh to plan and push if
she is really looking for inspiration from the In-
formation Technology (IT) sector for its fragile
economy. In fact, one can hardly overestimate the
need for realising the great economic potential in
the IT sector underscored freshly in a seminar or-
ganised jointly by The Daily Star and Young En-
trepreneurs and Professionals Forum Monday
last.

This is essentially the age of information tech-
" nology and we are at the threshold of IT conscious-
ness. To its credit the government has showed a
commendable alacrity in recognising its responsi-
bilities. Computer has been included in the thrust
area of its policies followed by reduction in its im-
port duty. We now counsel it to concentrate on hu-
man resources development through a broad-based
computer education programme. It has been fre-
auently mentioned that there is a huge global
market for skilled computer professionals and
Bangladesh can do its economy a world of favour
by cashing in on this demand. To do that it has to
have institutions that will churn out profession-
als. But mere setting up of schools or training cen-
tres will not turn Bangladesh into an able supply-
ing source of professionals. We have to ensure
quality too. Obviously this will call for generous
and specific budgetary allocations. Apart from
playing its own facilitating role, the government
has to inspire a massive private sector participa-
tion in the educating process. There has to be rapid
replicating instances of NIIT and Aptech.

IT is one sector that really holds promise for a
resource-constrained country like Bangladesh.
Unlike other fields it does not require great eco-

' nomic strength or status to steal a march over oth-
ers. Mind you, it is Bangalore and not any western
city that has earned the distinction of being known
as the second Silicon Valley. The natural aptitude
of the people in southern India which contributed
to the revolutionary rise of an Indian city into a
computer haven like the original in the US is not
much missed in our people too. All we need to do is
to harness the potential properly. The rest will fall

in place au {Igit'lcanll; Bujld-up

Iran was planning a military exercise with
70,000 soldiers along her eastern border with
Afghanistan. The proposed show of strength has
not been conceived with an eye to any 'confronta-
tion' with the Talibans, according to the BBC World
Service quoting sources in Tehran but is nonethe-
less believed to have been influenced by recent
events in Afghanistan. Iran's protégé northern al-
liance is on a retreat from a successful onslaught
by the fundamentalist Talibans up in the north
and the official Afghan President Burhanuddin
Rabbani has been forced out by those militants as
well. Apart from these developments what has re-
ally boiled Tehran's tempers is the untraceability
of ‘eleven Iranian diplomats since the storming of
Mazar-e-Sharif by the Taliban forces on August 8.

There is a Shia-Sunni angle to such a éaatently
confrontationist outlook. On an extended plane,
conflict of interests simmers between Iran and
Pakistan with the latter being widely viewed as
materially backing the fundamentalist Taliban
‘cause for quite some time now. Pakistan has de-
nied this but Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's re-
ported announcement in the parliament that the
~country would adopt Quranic and Shariat laws
| could strengthen the above impression in certaing
- circles.

That region is really hotting up calling for pow-

erfully mandated mediation efforts to end the sui-
cidal divisiveness in Afghanistan. -

AST week on this page I

wrote about the impending

danger facing the Russian
economy. During the last few
days, things have taken a turn
for the worse. The continuing
market meltdown in Russia has
been like a giant tornado rip-
ping through a movie set — once
the glitzy facades are blown
away, what's left isn't pretty.

Russia's deepening financial
crisis has come closer to top-
pling Boris Yeltsin from power
as the new prime minister, Vik-
tor Chernomyrdin, struggled to
keep the country's economy
from collapse. Amid growing
demands for Yeltsin's resigna-
tion, the government hastily
concluded an agreement with
the Communist bloc in Russia's
lower house of parliament, the
State Duma. Under this agree-
ment, Yeltsin to give up
portions of the almost-dictato-
rial powers of the Russian
presidency. This concession
marked a major defeat for the
generally autocratic but free-
market political ideology that
has kept Yeltsin in power for
seven years.

However, the agreement
which aimed at easing the con-
firmation of Chernomyrdin as

rime minister fell apart only

ours after it was hammered
out. The failure to agree on con-
firming Chernomyrdin makes
it highly unlikely that he will
win quick parliamentary en-
dorsement and thus threatens
to leave the country without a
stable government. This would
divert attention from a finan-
clial crisis that has sent the
country reelln%:.,

There has been a growing
speculation among political ob-
servers that Yeltsin is no longer

Russia N
“Amid mwhg_demr Yeltsin's resignation, the gove

Communist bloc in Russia's lower house of parliament, .
agreed to give up portions of the almost-dictatorial powers of the Russian prfftdency.

in control of his fate. The fact

. that he had been forced to at

least negotiate some of his pow-
ers with the Communist-domi-
nated parliament only goes to
further this view. The Commu-
nists, who want to renation-
alise industry, increase social
spending, and reestablish con-
trol of the economy, are gainln¥
Eo ularity at the expense o
eltsin. And so is Cher-

nomyrdin. Although Yeltsin
has taken great pains to portray
Chernomyrdin as a subordinate
and not a pretender to his chair,

detractors are saying that
Chernomyrdin is "just about all
standing between Mother Rus-

sia and the abyss."

The deflationary pressures
that were seen last year in Asia
is, In large part, responsible for
Russia’'s economic woes. The
Asian currency crisis and its
fallout not only discouraged in-
vestment in all emerging mar-
kets, it also reduced the price of
oil, which accounts for almost
half of Russia's export earnings.

Last week, Russia's central
bank, with a depleted foreign
exchange reserve, abandoned
its defense of the rouble and
announced a three month pay-
ment moratorium on debt owed
to foreigners, This led to a steep
plunge in the value of rouble
which fell by about 50 per cent
within a week. Rouble's fall has
devalued the assets of many
Russian banks pushing them to
the brink of insolvency. At the
same time, efforts bT these
banks to acquire dollars to
protect themselves against fu-

ture depreciation have only ag-
gravated their own problems.

The banks have for years

ambled heavily on short-term

omestic debt that is now in
default, Nervous depositors are
lining up to withdraw their
money, leaving the banks
scrambling to find a way out of
this liquidity crunch.

With a view to balance the
interest of foreign investors
with its own need for cash and
political support, the Cher-
nomyrdin government an-
nounced the terms of a 840 bil-

lion debt re&tructurinﬁ plan.
Under this plan, holders of
Russian bonds maturing by the
end of next year will be able to
trade in their bonds for a num-
ber of new securities, all of
which mature much later and
yield less.

The announcement has led
to a sense of disappointment
among forei investors, who
hold more than 811 billion of
these bonds, as many of them
will suffer substantial losses,
Gorge Soros, the controversial
US financier, who has been one
of the most active foreign in-
vestors in Russia has claimed to
have lost more than $2 billion

eeds Bold Leadership

in the economic collapse.
Russia's worse financial
crisis has taken a heavy toll on
global equity markets. The RTS
stock index in Russia has fallen
to a record low, pushing its de-
cline for the year to more than
80 per cent. Some estimates
show that the value of all cor-
porate stocks in Russia has
dropped more than six fold this
year. The Dow Jones industrial
average took its biggest hit of
the year, f about 5 cent
in a single day. Markets in

other developed countries were

also down by as much as 5 per
cent; while emerging markets
saw even higher fall in prices.

Shares in foreign banks that
have significant exposures to
Russia through loans and in-
vestments in bonds and other
assets have also been affected.
However, despite the Russian
exposure, a default crisis among
these banks is not imminent as
most of their lending in Russia
are guaranteed by the western
governments.

The situation in Russia
would definitely add a little
more deflationary pressure to
the western economies, al-
though 1 do not see any chance

hastily concluded an agreement with the
the State Duma. Under this agreement, Yeltsin

for these economies to fall into
recession. The market funda-
mentals in most of these coun-
tries are good. However, it is
possible that if investors in
these countries panic, their
fears can lead to an economic
decline. An excessively sour
market can become a self-ful-
filling prophecy.

A particularly frightening
aspect to the financial crisis
that has pounced on Russia is
the passivity of the Russian and
the world leaders in the face of
it. The complexity of the crisis
makes this inaction under-
standable, but no less disturb-
ing or defensible.

Chernomyrdin tried to
sound upbeat about it all this
week, saying that the situation
in the country is difficult but
manageable. He claimed to have
a plan to rescue the economy,
but until now he has provided
no specifics.

Any concrete decision taken
by Chernomyrdin would affect
tﬁ'ree interest groups : foreign
investors, who want to cut their
losses; Russia's vulnerable
banks, suffering a liquidity
crunch; and ordinary Russians,
who already are hia{r{ay a rouble
devaluation and non-payment
of arrear wages. The situation
resembles a zero-sum game —
more money for any one group
would mean less for the others.

Admittedly, Chernomyrdin
faces a political problem that is
as big as Russia itself. He has to
somehow mollify diverse and
powerful interests : Commu-
nists who dominate the Russian

arliament; Russia's financial
eaders; foreign lenders includ-
ing the IMF; and Russia's own
economic reformers. In navi-
gating these waters, Cher-
nomyrdin is not getting much
help from Yeltsin, who has
come under intense pressure to

resign.

E?(l.luaﬂy dismal and danger-
ous has been the absence of
leadership from the world
leaders, especially the G-7 lead-
ers. They seem baffled by devel-
opments in Russia. Instead of
providing sharp-edged answers,
they have provided little but
sound bites and truisms, an ex-
ample being the US State De-
partment assertion that "poli-
cies are more important than
personalities.”

Later this week, Clinton is
scheduled to have a summit
meeting with Yeltsin. Both
leaders are fighting for their II:O_
litical life. It is unlikely that
any bold step to face the eco-
nomic crisis would come out
from this meeting. After the re-
cent intervention in the foreign
exchange market for where
the United States spent about $2
billion, the US policy makers
are in no mood to m similar
moves to shore up the value of
rouble.

Long term financial health
for Russia, or any other coun-
try, requires sound economic
policies combined with strict,
consistent enforcement of
banking and other laws. Finan-
cial health also requires lead-
ership at home and wise coun-
sel from abroad — something it
isn't getting. Hence the need for
a new leadership to steer Russia
from the verge of an economic
collapse is more urgent than
ever before,

We Need to be More Than Sorry or Sentimental

by Dr. M. Zakir Husain

Endless seminars, processions, parades in defence of civil liberties are short-lived agitation. Action speaks
louder than intentions. In the short or immediate term, there is very good reason to set up well trained
and capable squads of neighbourhood vigilantes to deal a deterrent blow to the social outlaws and
obscurantist adventurers.

HE Bangladesh Television
(BTV) recently aired a
short programme on the
subject of harassment and
cruelty against females in this
country. It was heartening to
hear young students
interviewed saying clearly what
they thnuglljli of the causes and
remedies. That was in contrast
to the sentiments and despair
expressed by intellectuals.
Women and girls are often
subjected to cruel and harsh
treatment. Cultural, social, and
religious beliefs and norms of-
ten support these practices.
Preference for male children,
neglect of girls' and women's
education and health, restric-
tion of their movement and of
access to various services — all
of these have a cumulative effect
putting females at a disad-
vantage and keeping them weak
and vulnerable. Yet it is an is-
sue that should concern women
as well as men. Cruelty against
women is only one symptom of
a deeper social disease. And the
disease is so deep that being
sorry or sentimental is no rem-
edy.
Violence against women and
children should be dealt a very
firm and determined response.
The State as well as the civil so-
ciety must send unmistakably
clear signals against all forms
of social crime, but particularly
crime against women and chil-
dren. Pious protests without
tangible action will prove fu-
tile. Endless seminars, proces-
sions, parades in defence of
civil liberties are short-lived
agitation. Action speaks louder
than intentions. In the short or
immediate term. there is ve
good reason to set up wel
trained and capable squads of
neighbourhood vigilantes to
deal a deterrent blow to the so-
cial outlaws and obscurantist

adventurers. Swift and sure re-
tribution will demonstrate civil
society's' uncompromising and
unmistakable ] to act.

Yes. some may fear it will
create a parallel law enforcing

mechanism which could clash
with existing agency. It could
also create new forms of
tyranny. To some it may even
sound as a dangerous step. But
the present confidence in police
system being what it is — and
seemingly for good reason —
there is enough of security gap
in public life that cannot be ig-
nored. Voluntary action by the
civil society is one such step to
bridge the gap and generate
some confidence and security.
Indeed, it may not be the best
solution.

But what else in the short
term? The search for the best is
often the enemy of the prag-
matic course. A disease as ma-
lignant as this one indeed needs
strong medicine, strong enough
to deter, The risks are calcu-
lated and confinable while ben-
efits are within grasp and al-
most immediate. Ol course,
such voluntary groups of neigh-
bourhood security must be kept
well above party and parochial
affiliations ﬁut introduced only
with wide participation and ac-
ceptance of people in neigh-
bourhoods they protect.

Civil society in Bangladesh
is not the monopoly of few in-
tellectuals only. Grassroots
representative groups are also
parts of the civil society; they

need to be vocal but also need to
be empowered such that they
compensate the lack of capacity
of the individual to act in de-
fence of her/his civil freedom
and security of life and limb.
Well intentioned debates and
deliberations will be of little
consequence and give no tangi-
ble result.

A clear expression of the will
to act from the civil society is
required while the State pre-
pares adequate interventions to
redeem its pledges for public se-
curity and rule of law. Murder
in police custody. rape of
women in offices. dowry related
murder of women are no ordi-
nary or isolated events. These
should evoke serious attention
by established government,
noted and acted upon by the
cabinet of Ministers, and deci-
sions effectively and publicly
implemented. ere is the pub-
lic accountability of law enlorc-
img agencies which are main-
tained at public expense? All
civil servants are paid from
public money at tax payers ex-
pense; rather than being ac-
countable to the public the State
officials seem to hold the mem-
bers of the public hostage to ar-
bitrary threats and punish-
ments. This is a travesty of good
governance and public account-
ability.

People of Bangladesh is gen-
eral and the young and educated
in particular inherit a largely
secular tradition. That is a bi
asset. The lines of class an

caste distinction are either very
thin or do not exist; society is
largely imbued with egalitarian
ethos though there is a certain
divide between the educated and
the illiterate. But there has been
a seductive propaganda that
stokes fundamentalist intoler-
ance especially among the
youth and keeps the poor and
weak under a spell of ignorance
of their rights. But time and
aEa.in. the people have generally
shown little following of obscu-
rantism and scant support to
the neo fascist groups.

Yet. bein essentially
gullible and vulnerable to’ deg-
matic gospels propagated by
well funded zealots, e is a
threat that the forces of ortho-
doxy and intolerance will try to
win a substantial following
among those who are dissatis-
fied with the present order.
There is seething discontent
and frustration due to
widespread lack of employment
and equality of opportunity for
social advancement. Much of
the violence is the result of loss
of hope in future especially
among the young and unem-
ployed. Without removing dis-
content and discontent and de-
spair and restoring hope and
faith, delinquency and crime
cannot be significantly reduced.

That is why, the State has a
special duty to come down heav-
illy on all anti-social forces in-
cluding particularly those that
masquerade under fundamen-
talist or obscurantist facades

but seek to keep the women and
the weak under bondage. The
militancy of these forces must,
when needed, be met with State
power. But that may not be ade-
quate or universally available.
The civil society can, and
should not fail to send a very
strong message to the delin-
quents, deviants and decadent
streak that plague the society.
The civil society must respond
with effective mechanisms to
secure civic freedom and secu-
rity especially for the women
and the weaker sections. At the
same time, it will be necessary
to wrest the initiative away
from those who are’ in fact ac-
complices to social crimes and
their misdeeds.

Crime against women is a
symptom of an underlying so-
cial morbidity. Thus. some long
term structural remedies are
necessary to strike at the root of
this disease. Female education
and employment of females in
greater numbers will reduce ex-
cessive dependence of women
on men and raise the status of
women; glorification of women
in literature and folk lore will
not be allowed as a ploy to keep
them subjugated in the name of
social or cultural traditions.
Fh{bséica] security of women has
to ensured by vigilance and
cultural; education.

Women in Thailand, Sri
Lanka, and Myanmar feel safe
and secure on the street, in bus
and work place unlike their sis-
ters in Bangladesh. That is the

-governance and society

result of a cultivated cultural
norm and accepted social con-
duct of respecting women as
much as due to higher female
education and employment.
Emancipation of women and
assertion of their rights may
take time to materialise but let
that not become an excuse to
indefinitely postpone present
actions that bring visible im-
provemernts.

Let us not deceive ourselves
or become lulled into compla-
cency with ad hoc or isolated
examples of %li'ﬂng women ex-
alted and high positions. What
is needed is the advancement of
women as an integral part of es-
tablishing a more just and equi-
table social and economic or-
der. That is a tall order and will
take all the political will and
commitment that a democratic
can
muster. But without being a part
of the whole, women's ad-
vancement and social security
may be a mirage dressed in
some gender or feminist
agenda. That sort of programme
unfortunately has a very short
and a perilous half life.

To recapitulate, for the pre-
sent, there is no substitute for
effective and prompt State ac-
tions that are seen and believed,
in order to restore the much
needed confidence in public
mind. Side by side, there is need
for grassroots social mobilisa-
tion for example volunteer

roups engaged in neighbour-

ood security vigilance. All in -
all, social crimes must be made
extremeif_; painful and costl
both to those who indulge an
those who indirectly promote
these. As regards violence
against women, it is not for the
women alone but equally, if not
more, for the men to deliver the
message as well as the remedy.
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and I
address.

The BTV and
the flood

Sir, Suddenly the BTV is
flooding us with news and
visuals of the flood. This
strangely coincides with the
decision of the government to
beg for international help.
What was the BTV doing during
the last 50 days or so when the
print media was crying hoarse
about the devastations of the
flood?

The sycophants at the BTV
have done enough damage to the
image (if there was any) of the
government.

A Cltizen
Dhaka

Thanks Mr. Kabir

Sir, The wonderful letter
from Mr O.H. Kabir published
in the DS on 22 August, ‘98 is a
unique reflection of his deep
love for the country. It has
drawn my attention to an ur-
gency for regeneration through
purging by means of elimina-
tion of corrupt and dishonest

ple who are close to power.

0 me whichever comes to
power matters less. at mat-
ters most is the strong will of
our leaders to do g to the

- common people.

I believe in proper action
and not in big talks. The only
way open to us {s now purgin
through peaceful means o
eliminating corrupt and dis-
honest men and women to save
the country from being de-
stroyed in the name of NGOs
and the other organisations. In
terms of and materials a

huge loss of creative energies
nii efforts have been taking
place,

Let us explore the possibili-
ties of securing foreign assis-
tance to help develop our coun-
try. There is no dearth of honest
people and experts here. As
soon as law and order im-
proves, it will make a new hori-

zon of development and
pProgress.
May Allah bless us with his

gifts of vision and courage to
create a better Bangladesh for
the present and future genera-
tions.

Abul Ashraf Noor
house #9, Road #4
Sector #5, Uttara
Dhaka-1230

Water poﬂuﬁun

Sir, The scwcr%ﬁc system of

ilgaon and its '

Eja.ls ump?i;tgly co ld‘tn.l:{- 0
clogging of the underground
pipes. As a result raw sewerage
are oozing out of manholes due
to overflowing which are di-
rectly pouring into roadside
drains. Sewerage connections
of most of the houses are opened
to the roadside drains. With the
advent of flood sewerage dis-
charges from above sources are
dircctl?( mixing with the sur-
rounding water surfaces of
those areas and thus seriously
polluting the same.

Natural colour of the engulf-
ing flood water has been turned
to blackish due to with
sewerage water and emittin
obnoxious smell. Flood affect
people are the worst victims
who are to move here and there
after crossing such polluted
water. All types of aquatic or-

are wi out,

It is pity that under such

ac
5]

faulty sewerage system Dhaka

WASA has been realizing sew-

‘ground floor for months.

erage charges equivalent to wa-
ter charges. In a democratic
country how can the govern-
ment realise such direct revenue
without rendering any services
in exchange thereof?

M A Jalil
372/B. Khilgaon, Dhaka

'Leaving' the ground
floor?

Sir. | am writing on behalf ol
my beloved and respected
widow mother who has been

living in East Raja Bazar,
Dhaka for 30 years. There is
serious health haz-

ard /sufferings of the commu-
nity of East Raja Bazar adjacent
to Pantha Path and, which has
been an ongoing disaster for
more than last five years.

There is a disastrous sewer-
age problem in East Hajla Bazar
adjacent to Pantha Path under
Ward number 40. This particu-
lar area get flooded with sewage
couple ol times a year and it
has been occurring for more
than last five years. This
sewage would flood the ground
floor and which would compel
the residents to leave the
The
underground water tank would
be under the sewage water. And
that is the source of water to use
and drink. [ cannot think peo-
ple can live at that living con-
dition. :

But unfortunately my
mother has been living at that
condition with the local com-
munity for years.  This year
again the same disaster oc-
curred couple of weeks ago and
still sewage water is stagnant
around our house. This time it
went further worse. The ground
floor of my mother's house col-
lapsed due to water pressure,

All this disasters are due to a
very simple cause i.e. local sew-
erage pipe line has not been
connected to the main sew:rﬁ:
pipe line in Pantha Path. My
mother lodged complaint sev-
eral times to different authori-
ties which resulted nothin

~other than her frustration an

sufferings. As a professional

chartered engineer of Australia,
[ don't think it i{s a difficult
problem to be solved. It can be
done in few days. All it needs to
recognize the problem. find the
solution and execute the deci-
S10T11.

[ just cannot believe there

could have such sufferings as
my mother going through in the
2 1st century because of the neg-
ligence of some officials. 1
wonder what part of the earth
we are living in where people's
welfare are not considered, My
mother would have expected
better ]ivin% conditions under
the present leadership.

(: Azmol

51 Rockley Avenue
Baulkham Hills
NSW 2153
Australia

Sunset rule: Male

oppression?

Sir, 1 would like to thank
you for your timely editorial on
the recent hap?enlngs of JU.
You have rightly pointed out
that JU authorities in the past
have not been able to stand by
the grievances of their students,

[ also appreciate one of your
comments that read, "...sorting
to measures like the imposition
of the sunset rule will amount
to diverting attention from the
principal crime”. In this con-
nection 1 would like to put for-
ward another dimension. That
is, it has been many times that
JU authorities have resorted to
such heinous measures when-
ever a problem occurred, be it a
rape, kidnap, physical or verbal

se.
It not only diverted atten-
tion but also justified such
crimes by personifying the vic-
tim's personal or moral con-
duct. at | would like to men-
tion here precisely is that im-
position of sunset rule has been
a politics of authority and there
is no reason to believe that
these institutional measures
were innocent by nature. Rather
1 would like to put it this way
that this is one character of in-
stitutional sexism/male op-

ression of which we often don't
Eave a good insight.

Let it be clear by now that
this personification and sort-
ing out has something to do
with politics.

Sumon Mahmud
Department of
Anthropology. JU

Bold Clinton and

Beautiful Monica

Sir, Illegal sexual relation-
ship. nudity, strip-tease, les-
bianism, prostitution and abor-
tion are trifling and frivolous

matters and day-to-day affairs
in Europe and America.

We cannot blame US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton single-hand-
Ed]f for his inappropriate phys-
ical relationship with Monica
Lewinsky. .

But we strongly feel that the
great office of the President of
the United States of America
does not deserve such fit and
justify it. Rather the US presi-
dency should detest, loathe and
hate such immoral acts.

President Bill Clinton may
have boldly spoken the truth,
admitted his guilt and sought
an apology for the wrong he has
done but for the sake of splen-
did and colossal name, fame,
image, honour and prestige
which the United States enjoys
worldwide President Bill Clin-
ton should do more to erase the
black spot which he has created
on the US presidency and save
the people of the Unitéd States
from shame and disgrace.

0O.H. Kabir
6 Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

‘ Smuggled sugar

Sir, In order to meet coun-
try's shortfall of sugar, about
two lakh tons are smuggled into
the country from India through
the border. Despite being a food
item it is smugﬁl:d by hiding
inside railway toilets and under
passen seats etc. This con-
sumable item smuggled sugar is

transported in the most unhy-
gﬁemc way where every Enssl-

ilities of contamination by the
germs of various diseases exist
which is undoubtedly a serious
health hazards for the con-
SUINETS.

At present about two lakh
tons of sugar is imgurted by
Su%lar Corporation by paying
highest tariff rate (80% approx).
Although all concerned are well
aware of smuggling of Indian
sugar, no step has been taken to
curb it. If four lakh tons is al-
lowed to import and the present
tariff is reduced to 50 per cent it
is possible to fix the retail price
of imported sugar between Tk
22-24 per kg. Since price is the
only factor of smuggling sugar,
the above measure will cer-
tainly stop it.

M A Jalil
372/B, Khilgaon, Dhaka

TV weather reports

Sir, The Met Office is not
feeding (via fax) the BTV prop-
erly on the daily news and
%raph.‘u:s (the latter are not dif-
icult to produce with the help
of computer).

As a viewer | would like the
ful]uwin%l information: i) a Sat
map of the country showing the
weather pattern, clouds, and the
fronts (as seen on the BBC;
Dhaka has several sat images
available); ii) areas of heavy
rainfall during the last 24
hours [only the forecast is
broadcast); iii) the chanﬁnﬁ
flooded areas (shaded); iv) hig
river water marks of the impor-
tant rivers (going up or down).
Graphics are easy to visualise.
Make the presentation easier
for the viewers, where the
means are available.

The Flood Control depart-
ment can coordinate with the
Met Office to present an inte-
grated picture to the public (at

resent bureaucratic gaps).

ere is always lack of integra-

tion in news from the govern-
ment departments.

A Zabr
Dhaka



