16 e Baily diar DHAKA MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 1998

FEATUREH®S

e
i

PHOTO FEATURE ON FLOOD

"r g

(Going to an assured shelter. — Star photo by Anisu
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Wherever there's a dry land, there's their shelter.— Star photo by A KM Mohsin
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isur Rahman

Waiting for someone to tell where to take shelter.

~- Star photo by Enamul Haq

Bangladesh Offers Attractive JV

ANGLADESH, of all
south Asian counlries,
ffers a low cost
alternative production base {or
India‘'s firms. opening up
promising prospects of joint
ventures, according toa study,
The prospective areas for
joint ventures suggested by the
study, conducted by the Indian
[nstitute of Foreign Trade
(IIFT). are textiles and pgar-
ments, petrochemicals and
downstream units hike fer-
tiliser. polyiners and plasties
by using the vast natural gas re
serves of Bangladesh, engineer
ing industries (mainly machine
parts], steel, cement, marine
and food products and other ex
port-based items like genis,
jewellery and tea.

Such joint ventures can take
advantage of the technological
capahility and expertise ol In
dian manufacturers to cater to
the local market and also act as
an import-substituting indus-
try that would help Bangladesh
reduce dependence on imports
for various items, including -
termediate inputs for export

T.V. Satyanarayanan writes from New Delhi

produciion. the stady said,

The (ol veritures could not
oy b logcal market-onented
Al export-ariented but also
take the forne of regional pro
wects, says the study b [IFT's
Dean B Bhattacharvyis and Fel-
low Parthapratim Pal.

India and Bangladesh to
gether account for about 20 per
cent of the total world popula-
tion, The two countries form
ane of the very lew unsaturated
niarkets and if tapped properly.
the region vould emerge as a
new growth centre of the world,
says the sty

Thie report has identified
ratntfacturing and agro-based
indlustries. the service industry,
power. energy and other infras-
tructure as pronusing fields lor
investinent.

The study has been subnut-
ted 1o the Commerce Ministry
against the backdrop ol an
apgreciment by South Asian As-
sociation for Repgional Cooper-
ation [5AARC]) countries 1o
tove towards the South Asian

ree Trade Arca (SAFTA] by
20071 which would open up new
tradin frontiers in the regiop,

Joint ventures would help
Hangldesh diversily its pro
chuction base and also redress
the trade pnhalance. More for
eign chrect mvestment (FDI) -
lows would be mutually beneli-
cial to the two countries. the
trade ties of which have in-
rreased substantially over Lhe
yvears, the study says.

Analysing the possibilities
ol joint venture investnents in
specilic industries, the study
pointls oul that currently
readyriade garment units in
Hanpladesh spend approxi-
mately 65 per cent of the total
exporl earnings on bringing in
labrics from abroad.

The projected demand gap in
1999-2000 for varn is 468 mil.
lion kg and for gray tabric 3.7 10
million metres. High quality
raw mmaterials for this industry
are easily available in India
and Indian lirms possess suffi-
cient technical expertise and

T

1

Prospects

experence i tns helds the
stucdy noles,

Simlarly, Bangladesh is
rapiddly emerging as an inipor
tant exporter of leather goods.
The country has a big livestock
hase for this industry and its
annual output of hides and
wkins is 150 mullion sq. teet.
Indian leather exporung units
can use Bangladesh as a low
cost production base for export-
ing of value added items such as
garments, pgloves, shoes and
wallets.

Endowed with a long coast-
line and a large number of wa-
ter bodies, Bangladesh also has
enormous potental for joint
ventures in frozen foods and
lisheries. Indian
have made substantial progress
in aquaculture and can provide
technical assistance to
Bangladesh it joint ventures are
established, the study says.

The potential in the {ields of
jute goodsand other agro -based
idustries are equally impres-
sive, according to the HFT

—India Abroad Newws Service
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Germany Wants More Foreign Students

ERMANY is atteinpting to

aliract Immare lfoicign

students and researcliers
to 1ts universities and research
eslablishinents. Manfred Osten,
General Secretary of the
Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation [AvH] in Bonn,
notes that particular emphasis
is placed on offering advanced
training facilities lo high-
calibre research scientists. The
foundation provides a variety
of scholarships to support the
most gilted yvoung scientists in
all lields around the world,

In all. more than 2 000
young academics are being
sponsored — a two percernl in-
CIEASe Ol
them are natural scientists.
Eighty percent ol the scholar-
ship winners chose to under-
take their research projects at
GGeriman  universities, the
largest group being 145 re-
searchers from China. Some
17.000 "Humboldtians” who

spent part of their early careers
it Germany are currently en-
faged in teaching and research
throughout

the world. New

1997 and most of

schiolarship applications from
China led the tield. followed by
India.

A special "Roman Herzog
Scholarship Programme’
trpammesd for the German Federal
President) concentrales on
sponsoring turther education
tor law and economics special-
ists lrom easlern Europe,
funded by German business and
industry. By lending his name
lo the programme, President
Herzog underhimed the political
dimension ol sponsorship and
its tnderhying aim to speed up
the forging of links between the
European Union (EU) and its
neighbours. Many former
"Humboldtians” already serve
as constitutional courl judicia-
ries in Poland, the Czech Repub-
lic or Hungary.

The German Academic Ex-
change Service [DAAD) also fi-
nances both long- and lesser-
term periods of study by Ger-
e and foreign lecturers and
students in their respective
counterpart countries. DAAD's
president Theodor Berchem
stresses the German business

world's high regard for young
irichividuals who set out on Lheir
owit initiative to gather per-
sonal experience both at home
atid abroad. "Our industry needs
a high level of multicultural ex-
perienice,’ notes the Federation
of German Industries (BD),
JUtgen RUttvers, the federal
minister responsible lor educa-
tion, cooperating with the
DAAD, is aclively promoting
"externally oriented” courses of
study at universities in the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany in an
elfort to enhance their attrac-
tiveness for students from
abroad. The first 13 of these be-
gan in the winter semester of
1997, Lectiures are bilingual and
at least 50 per cent of the stu-
dents must come from outside
Germany. The DAAD also pro-
vides funding for "Courses of
Sludy for Foreign Bachelors” at
German higher learning insti-
tutions — that is, for academics
who have already obtained ini-
tial qualifications in their
home countries. Additionally,
the intention is that foreign
guest students sign on for 30-

month courses enabling them
to gain either a German
diploma or a Masters degree.

Experience has shown that,
for many foreigners. the study
of German as a foreign language
is a major obstacle. DAAD is
currently planning a new lan-
guage test to enable candidates
to be placed in language profi-
ciency categories. Two thirds of
the 20 million people learning
German around the world live
in central and eastern Europe.
Germany has opened 13 new
Goethe Institutes in these re-
gions since this country was re-
uinlbied.

In response to demand, spe-
cial emphasis is currentl
placed on German external cul-
tural policy. As regards Ger-
many's ties with its West Euro-
pean neighbours, Foreign Min-
ister Klaus Kinkel sayvs they
have long enjoyed a “"self-sup-

orting network of cultural re-
ations” requiring mimimuim
governinent assistance.

— [N-Press
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