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Sri Lanka in
command
Star Sport Monitor

England were 54 for two at
the end of the fourth day of the
one-off Test against Sri Lanka
at The Oval in London yester-
day.

y’Ihe hosts began their second
innings with a 146-run deficit
and were off to a bad start as
they lost opener Mark Butcher
and centurion in the first in-
nings Graeme Hick (0) cheaply.
But opener Steve James (20 not
out) and captain Alec Stewart
then took the charge and saw
the day off without any further
casualty.

Earlier, the tourists added
another 145 runs to their
overnight total of 446 before be-
ing all out in the post-lunch
session,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard Sunday at tea on
the fourth day of the one-off

Test between and and Sri
Lanka at The

ENGLAND: First innings 445
SRI LANKA: First innings
[overnight 446 for three)
Jayasuriya ¢ Stewart b Hol-

lioake

Atapattu lbw b Cork 15
Jayawardene ¢ Hollioake

b Fraser 9
Aravinda c Stewart b

Hollioake 152
Ranatunga Ibw b Gough 51

213 |

Tillakaratne Ibw b Gough 0 !

Kaluwitharana ¢ Crawley

b Cork 25
Dharmasena lbw b Fraser 3
Perera not out 43
Wickramasinghe b Fraser 0
Muralitharan ¢ Stewart b

Salisbury 30
Extras: (15-b, 20-1b."

l-w, 4-nhb) 40
Total (all out) 591
Fall of wkts: 1-53; 2-85: 3-328;

4-450; 5-450; 6-48B8; 7-504:; 8-
526; 9-5632; 10-591.

Bowler: 0O M R W
Gough 30 5 102 2
Fraser 23 3 95 3
Hollioake 26 2 105 2
Cork 36 5 128 2
Salisbury 25.5 7 86 1
Ramprakash 5 0 24 0
Butcher 11 2 16 0
ENGLAND: Second innings

Butcher not out 8
James not out 5
Total: {for no loss) 13
Bowler: O M R W
Wickramasinghe 3 0 9 0
Perera 3 1 4 0
Muralitharan 1 1 0 0

New EC for
War Club

‘Sports Reporter
Wari Club has formed a 35-

member executive committee |

with M A Mobarak Hossain re-
tained as the president of the
reputed Motijheel outfit for the
next two years.

The new committee was an-
nounced on Saturday after the
biennial general meeting. Mir
Mohammed Monwar Ali has
been made general secretary.
The committee also includes
seven vice-presidents, two joint
secretaries, a treasurer and fif-
teen executive committee mem-
bers.

Besides, the EC also has
eight secretaries for different
events.

Brit thugs alive
and kicking

LONDON, Aug 30: Eritlsh
veterans uf this summer's
World Cup hooliganism in
France are still free to travel to
football matches abroad, Lon-
don confirmed on Friday, re-
.ports AFP. ~

Eight days before England's
opening European Champi-
onship qualifying match
against Sweden in Stockholm,
concern fs moun that those
who caused trouble in France
may seek to travel to the match.

But a spokesman for the
British home office said the
problem was that French au-
thorities had failed to provide

London with the information it-

needed to impose restriction

orders on hooligans, preventing .

them from travelling.
"The main dtﬂ'icul ti is that
we are not receiving the infor-

mation we need frnm the Fre-

nch,” he said.

"We have written to the
French as recently as last week
asking for the information but
:t has still not been forthcom-
ng.”

Newspaper
suggested that no restriction
orders had been passed on Eng-
land fans convicted of hooli-

reports on Friday
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DHAKA MONDAY,

England skipper Alec Stewart (L) applauds after Sri Lanka's master batsman Aravinda de
Silva had reached his 150 at The Oval yesterday.

— AP/UNB photo
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uring the World Cup in |

P b
because of a legal loop-
hole. -

None of the fans who were
arrested after the riots in Mar-

ncill: in which. England fans

aged through the city hava

been subjected to restriction or-
ders, as Britain had pledged.

The re
was caused

differing defini-
tions of hoo

iganism, which

under British law is seen as vio-

lence at or near the match
ground two hours before kick-
off or up to an hour after full-
time.

Such a tight legal definition

does not cover t e Marseille

riot.

But the home nfﬂc: spok-
esman said that once in-
formation from France was
available, the office hoped to
convince the courts to take a

brnader definition of hooligan-

ports said the problem

Bosses ponder back-up for Stewart

(Press - Associa-

tion Ltd/ Inter-
net): England's
leading wicket-
keepers will be

anxmusl}r awaiting a call from
David Graveney early next week
in the hope of securing a place

as Alec Stewart's deputy on this
winter's Ashes tour.

Chairman Graveney sits
down with fellow selectors Gra-
ham Gooch and Mike Gatting
over the next two days to formu-
late the squad for Australia, the
14-man party to contest the

l LONDON, Aug 30

Wills International Cup in
Bangladesh and the A party to
Zimbabwe and South Alrica.

But although the majority of
the 17-man Ashes squad virtu-

ally pick themselves, a wicket--

keeper to cover captain Alec
Stewart will be at the forefront
of the selectors’ discussions
prior to the announcement of
the tour parties at Lord's on
Tuesday.

No-one doubts Stewart's
quality as both a batsman and

wicketkeeper, but finding the
next best in the cnuntry is a
somewhat more difficult task

ALEC STEWART

with up to four or five possible
contenders for the spot.

Veleran Jack Russell was re-
called for last winter's West In-
dies tour but was the first to
admit he had a bad time behind
the stumps and England are ex-
pected to look at a number of
younger options.

Leicestershire’'s Paul Nixon
has recently had specialist bat-
ting coaching from Gooch,
while Warren Hegg has per-
formed impressively both be-
hind the stumps and with the
bat in helping Lancashire's
challenge for three trophies.
Keith Piper of Warwickshire
will also come into considera-
tion.

Bob Taylor, a veteran of 57
Tests and regarded as one of
England's leading all-time
stumpers, said: "All of them
have certain credentials but |
think Warren is the right one to
g0 to Australia.

"He is the best of the three
with the gloves, he is also in
very good form with the bat and

he is very experienced.”

NEW HAVEN,
Connecticut, Au
30: Steffi Gra
won her first
lournament since
May 1997 and the
104th title of her career Satur-
day, defealing Jana Novotna 6-
4, 6-1 in the Pilot Pen Intern-
ational. reports AFP.

The victory marked the first
major stepping stone of the
German's comeback from in-

jury.

She was out of the game from

June of last year after undergo-
ing knee surgery, returning

Graf' s awaited victory

February. But it was not until
June that she was able to com-
pete regularly once again.

Struggling to make her
mark, she lost to Magui Serna
in the third round of the Cana-
dian Open last week, and in-
stead of taking a vacation in
Florida as she intended, Graf
heeded the advice of her coach,
Hinz Gunthardt, to play in New
Haven,

A weary Novotna played a
large part in Graf's victory, fail-
ing to compete at all in the sec-
ond set after being broken to
love to concede the tirst. But the

briefly for two tournaments in

o

fourth-seeded German deserved

LRI

SOMETHING TO CHEER ABOUT AT LAST: Former
world No 1 Steffi Graf of Germany holds aloft the Pilot
Pen championship trophy 'after her win in the final
against Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic at New

Haven on August 29. Graf won 6-4, 6-1.
I photo

— AP/UNB

drop

her triumph on the basis of her
first set ptrfnrmancc alone.
"I was very tired from
ing night matches and a
tennis this week."
tna, who

lay-
ot of
said ‘Novo-
played doubles until
after 10 pm the night before the
final. "With her you have to be
100 per cent sharp, Stefli was
on t_cl:_ﬂ of her game
e way she pla}rcd today, I
think she is just there she was
when she stopped playing. Now
th: point will be if she can do it
from one week to annthcr how
]nn%sht can keep it up.’
here were virtually no
flaws in Graf's game. She moved
like a well-oiled machine and
struck both her forehand and
backhand with precision. Sec-
ond seeded Novotna matched
her in most areas, and made
many well-timed approaches to
the net. But once she had
the first set her chal-
lenge fell away dramatically,
raf broke on lead the first
set 3-1, Novotna broke for 2-3
and Graf re-established her lead
in the next game to go ahead 4-2
but serving at 5-3, she was
beaten by a forehand pass as
Novotna earmed a reprieve.
Graf's to that was to
break Novotna to love for the
set, and the Czech claimed only
two points in the first three
games of the second set before
asking for a toilet break. It
made no difference. She re-
turned as lethargic as before
and claimed only nine points in
the set as Graf strolled to vic-
tory.

Stal::c, derrIand
Moscow GP

cancellation

BRUSSELS, Belgium, Aug 30:
International track stars on
Friday demanded next week's
final of the Grand Prix season
be moved from Moscow because

" of the economic turmoil grip-

ping Russia, reports AP.

"We feel that its an insult to
go to Moscow and leave with
million dollar prizes," said US

sprint star Jon Drummond.

Drummond said he would b-e
present a t_pur:tlti«:nn signed by
about 50 of the world's top ath-
letes calling for the Grand Prix
final scheduled for Sept 5 to
moved to "a more serene venue."

Track stars signing the
tion included Morocco's 1,
metre star Hicham El Guerrpu

Kenya's: 3,000-metre world |

record holder Daniel Komen
and World 200-metre and 400-
metre champion Michael John-
son, Drummond said.

AUGUST 31, 1998

‘Hooper saves |

the day

LONDON, Aug 30: A magnifi-
cent 157 not out by Carl Hooper
saved Kent from defeat in their
English county championship
match against ntruggling
Northamptonshire on Satur-
day, reports Reuters.

Kent had resumed on I.h: fi-
nal day 109 behind with two
second innings wickets down.
But Hngger and Alan Wells (77)
thwart Northamptonshire's
hopes of recording only their
third win in 14 first class

matches as Kent reached 377 for |

seven and forced a draw.

Durham’'s hopes of a first
victory in almost three months
were dashed by a dogged stand
between Derbyshire’'s Kevin
Dean and Michael May.

Derbyshire closed on 269 for
nine, 40 ahead.

Shuttlers leave
for Bangkok
today

A six-member national
badminton team will leave here
today for Thailand to represent
Bangladesh in the JVC Asian
badminton championship to be
held in Bangkok from Septem-
ber 1-5, reports UNB.

The team comprises five
shuttlers. including two wo-
men, and an official.

General Secretary of Ban-
ladesh Badminton Federation
ahir Ahmed is the lone

official who will lead the team
and also attend the annual gen-
eral meeting of the Asian Bad-
minton Confederation.
Shuttlers: Russel Kabir
Sumon. Mahbubur Rab,
Mustafa Mohammad Javed,

Elina Begum and Ayesha |

Khatun Noori.

Boksic back
in the frame

ZAGREB. Croatia, Aug 30:
Alen Boksic, who missed the

World Cup because of knee |
. surgery, was recalled Friday to

the Croatian national team for
the country's Sept 5 European
Championship qualifier
against Ireland, reports AP.

But seven members of the |

World Cup bronze-medal win-

ning side were excluded from |

the roster by coach Miro Blaze-

vic, including midfielder Robert |

Prosinecki.

Prosinecki, one of Croatia's
top playmakers, was left out,
presumably because he and
Blazevic have not been at log-
gerheads for years.

In a recent interview, Prosi-

necki stated categorically he |

would not play for the national
team as long as Blazevic is in

t:har%
Blazevic recently agreed to a
new four-year term as Croatia's
coach.

Also among the missing was

goalkeeper Drazen Ladic, wid-
ely praised for his World Cup
performance but asked not to be
called.

"He said The World Cup in
France was the top of his career
and | do not want to force him,”
Blazevic told the Jutarnji list

dai 3'

oran Vlaovic and Slaven
Bilic have minor injuries and
were not named. Midfielder
Robert Jarni, who recently
signed for Real Madrid. and | -L‘I'I'
Tudor. who now plays for
ventus, will join the squad.

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Marijan Mr-
mic il.it:slktaal Zeljko Pavlovic

(LASK).

Defenders: Igor Stimac
(Derby County); Zvonimir
Soldo (Stuttgart), Dario Simic

(Croatia); Igor Tudor (Juventus):
Mario Tokic (Croatia); Mario
Cvitanovic (Croatia).

Midfielders: Tomislay
Rukavina (Croatia); Aljosa
Asanovic (Panathinaikos):
Silvio Maric (Croatia); Zvon-
imir Boban (Milan); Krunoslav
Jurcic (Croatia); Robert Jarni
(Real Madrid).

Strikers: Mario Stanic
(Parma); Alen Boksic (Lazio);
Davor Suker (Real Madrid);
Petar Krpan (Osijek).

Laurent to
linger

MARSEILLE, France, Aug 30:
Defender Laurent Blanc, who
missed France's World Cup tri-
umph after sent off in the

semi-finals, sald here today h
had decided to prolong his in-

~ ternational career after all, re-

ports AFP.

Blanc, 32, who had earlier
announced he could retire from
the French side, made the an-
nouncement during a parade in
Marseille for several of its
World Cup heroes.

He said he would "take it
match by match, to help France

ualify” for the European
hampinnahipa in 2000.

Around 50,000 people turned
up to see the e in Marseille
French World Cup players
Blane, . Didier Deschamps,
Chri#tnphe Dugarry, Zinedine
Zidane and Robert Pires, all
current or former Marseille
players, passed through the
: s on the -to bus.

. Blanc was sent off in the
World Cup semifinal ainst
Croatia er Croatia's Slaven
Bilic collapsed after a tussle be-

‘tween the two players.
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A stroke of luck saved Sobers
feat for the world

Mike Lewis of The Electronic Telegraph meets the two men who filmed jfur
posterity the great West Indian all-rounder Sir Garfield Sobers making history 30

years ago

The names of
John Norman and
John Lewis will
not be found in
Wisden, but three
decades on from
one of cricket's most famous
[eals, these two men are owed a
considerable debt by flanneled
fools everywhere.,

Norman and Lewis were the
BBC Wales camera crew who, by
a sheer fluke, shot the famous
footage of Sir Garfield Sobers
smashing six sixes off Malcolm
Nash at Swansea on Aug 31,
1968,

While Sobers' effort was
matched by Ravi Shastri 15
ears later, that flickerin
lack-and-white film is a vivi
testimony to one of the game's

most celebrated moments.

It was all really a chapter
of accidents,” said Norman,
now 70 and living in retirement
near Cardiff. "Every time | see
that film 1 remember our little
two-camera unit situated be-
hind and slightly to the left of
the batsman, as BBC Wales
couldn’t afford additional scaf-
folding to move us.”

Placed on stand-by by BBC's
Grandstand during the after-
noon, producer Norman and
cameraman Lewis had trans-
mitted live pictures of the
Glamorgan v Nottinghamshire
game to BBC Wales viewers.
Then at 4, 45pm Grandstand

to say they would not be
needed.

“"We were told to go home,"
remembered Norman, —but
John, a keen cricketer himself,
asked if we could keep the cam-

SIR GARY SOBERS

era running because he wanted
to take a look at Sobers through
a fixed lens. I rang Derek Gril-
fin, the rﬂﬂﬂrdin% engineer in
Cardiff, and told him to switch
the tape on, just in case.”

The BBC men watched as the
West Indian made his way
briskly to 40 before the over
that was to go into the record
books hegan. Chasing a swift
declaration; Sobers despatched

the first four balls of Nash's

over into the St Helens crowd.
The fifth ball flew out to-

wards fielder Roger Davis, who
held the catch before toppling
backwards over the boundary

" rope. As Sobers waited pen-

sively, and the crowd chanted

Six, Six, Six", the umpires
conferred hl'itﬂ}l’ before raising
their arms.

Up in the BBC Wales com-
mentary box, commentator
Wilf Wooller was becoming in-
creasin aﬁl}r flustered. Perched on
his scaffolding, John Lewis was
equally tense.

“These days you'd have 10 or
11 cameras at the ground,” said
Lewis, now 65 and living in
Cardiff. "Back then all we had
was two and one of those was
for close-ups. | was concentrat-
ing like hell because I knew if |
missed anything there was ab-
solutely no back-up.”

Nash came in for a final
time and Scobers sent the ball
spiralling out of the ground.

My gnﬂdness cried Wooller,
that one's gone all the way
down to Swansea."

“Fifteen minutes after it
was all over the Grandstand
producer who had told us to
stand down rang back and
begged me not to spill the
beans,” said Norman. The next
day the film was s52ld to 15
countries and Sobers' shots re-
sounded around the world.

—

TWO OF THE VERY BEST: Superstar Ronaldo (R), who
received the trophy for being European footballer-of-the-
year for the 1997-98 season, shakes hands with French
star Zinedine Zidane who was declared the best

midfielder of the same season, at Monaco on August 27.
— AP/UNB photo

Inter-college
handball

Bangladesh Rifles School &
College and BCIC College
emerged group champions to
reach the semifinals of the
Power inter-college men's
handball tournament at the
Quter Stadium handball court
yesterday, reports UNB.

In the day's first match, Ri-
fles School & College clinched
the Group B title beating Govt,
Shaheed Suhrawardy College
by 10-9 Euals after dominating
the first half 5-4.

Zahidul scored 3, Shariful
and Nurul two each for the win-
ners while Raja netted four and
Miraj two for the losers.

In the second match, BCIC
College eliminated Govt Titu-
mir College by 6-4 goals after
leading the first session by a
clear margin of 4-0 goals to lift
the Group D title.

Raju and Babu contributed
two goals each and Shujan and
Roby scored one each for the
winners while Sohel and
Shafiul netted two each for the
losers.

Group A champions Notre
Dame College will take on grou
D champions BCIC College in
the first semis at 2:30 pm while
Group B Champions Rifles
School & College will meet
Group C Dhaka Polytechnic In-
stitute in the other semis at 3:30
pm.
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'India to organise WC
for visually impaired

| NEW DELHI, Aug
. 30: Preparations
are on for the first
World Cup cricket
tournament for
visually impaired
people which will feature
sound-making balls, metal
5tum and customised rules.
athhrcakl event, or-
anlse y the World Blind
ricket Cuuncil (WBCC), is
slated to be held in New Delhi
from November 17 to 28, Be-
sides hosts India and its nei
bours Pakistan and Sri :
four other nations — Australia,
New Zealand, Britain and
South Africa — will participate
in 24 one-day international
matches of 40 overs each. The
organising committee is cur-
rently working on the minutest
detalls of the tournament, right
from the dress of the players,
selection of the stadia, trophy
and the mascot for the tourna-
ment. The chairman of the
committee, George Abraham, is
himself a visually handicapped
athlete.

Abraham, who took part in
the torch relay at the Atlanta
Olympics in 1996, is the

founder chairman of the WBCC.
The two-year-old WBCC is an
apex body of the seven national
cricket associations for the vi-
sually handicapped and has its
headquarters in Canberra, Aus-
tralia.

“Indian President K.R.
Narayanan will present the
winn tm?hg and a cash
Rs. 100,000 ($2,380).

r.: runn:ru up would be given
Rs. 50,000 ($1,190).," Abr
told India Abroad News Service.
~ _ The selection of the glitter-
ing trophy and the mascot for
the tournament is in its final

stages and would be ready be-

+ peal.

Lalit K. Jha

fore September 15, he said.

According to the rules
evolved for the tournament,
each team would be playing
with 11 players as usual but
drawn from three categories:
four of the 11 players will be
totally blind; three will be par-
tially blind (visibility not be-

ond two metres); and rest will
ig artially sighted (visibility
nnlge ond six metres).

Thc white plastic ball, each
weighing about 80 grams, con-
tains about 18 to 24 ball bear-
ings. The ball bﬂﬂﬂﬂ%:i make a
rattling sound which helps a vi-
sually 1mpalreda}slayer locate
the ball. "The ball from a dis-
tance looks like a normal white
cricket ball used during a day-
night matches,” Abraham said.

Though the bat would be the
usual willow, the stumps would
be metallic so that the different
sound it makes when hit hy a
ball enables the players to a
The pitch of 25 yar
would be divided into two mual
portions and the bowler would

have to pitch the ball at least
once before the halfway mark.
Also, a bowler has to call out
R:ad}r?" before beginning his
run-up. “"Just before delivering
the ball, the bowler should say
'‘play’ to the batsman," Abraham
3' Any change in the bowling
cycle would be declared as a no-
ball, he informed.
The boundary of the cricket
ground has been reduced to 50

" metres from the normal 75 me-

tres. Every bowler would be en-
titled to bowl a maximum of
eight overs and 40 per cent of
the overs must be bowled by to-
tally visually impaired players,
the tournament rules says

Each team would pro-
vided with a colourful dress.
The Indian teams would play

the matches with navy blue T-
shirts and beige trousers while
the rlayers from Pakistan have
been alfotlnd green T-shirts and
beige trousers. The South
Africans would be playing their
matches in colourful bottle-
green T-shirts and gray trou-

Th: tournament, bu at
Rs. 12 million ($285,000), has
attracted a sponsorships from

Coco-Cola and the Tatas.
Cricket for the visually im-
aired was started in India in
990 by Abraham's organisa-
tion SCORE {Sﬂtlttﬁ for Com-
munication and Reserach).
Though other countries too
have had domestic tourna-
ments for the visually im-
paired, and the first inﬁ:ma—
tiuna! cricket match was be-
tween Australia and New
Zealand in 1994, World Cup '98
is the first international event
of its size and importance,
Abraham said.
— India Abroad News Ser-
vice

Schools chess

Fourteen players jointly
lead the 13th Bata schools chess
tournament securing full three
points after the third reund
matches at the NSC chess room

yesterday, reportu UNB.

Russel beat Javed, Parag
beat Al Amin, Royal beat Khur-
shed, Ratul beat Sabuj, Farhad
beat Mozammel, Sabbir beat
Tajul, Masud beat Nazmul,
Sagar beat Arif, Anwar beat
Suprakash, Nazir beat Saddam,
Bari beat Zia, Mohan beat
Aftab, Shahadat beat Nahid,
Arif beat Sajib, Ataur beat
Makhdum, and Obaid beat
Mustafa.




