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Tk 3270 cr agri credit |z
programme undertaken | o

The government has under-
taken a 3,270 crore agricul-
tural credit programme to
strengthen the post-flood agri-
cultural rehabilitation activi-
ties, reports UNB.

Of the total amount. Tk
1.500 crore will be disbursed as
crop loan and it will be ex-
panded, if necessary. The rest
will be disbursed for fisheries,
livestock, poultry and pro-
curement of other agricultural
inputs and equipment.

Banks and other financial
institutions will disburse the
loans.

The decision was taken at a
high level meeting on "agricul-
tural loan distribution” held at
the conference room of the Min-
istry of Finance with Finance
Minister Shah A M S Kibria in
the chair yesterday.

Finance Secretary Dr Akbar
Ali Khan, Banpgladesh Bank
Governor Lutfar Rahman
Sarkar. Rajshahi Krishi Un-
nayan Bank (RAKUB) Chair-
man Tajul Islam Mohammad

Faruque and Managing Direc-
tors of the nationalised com-
merce banks, Bangladesh Kr-
ishi Bank (BKB) and RAKUB
were present.

Sources close to the meeting
said BKB will disburse agri-
credit of Tk 1,250 crore in the
fiscal 1998-99 while RAKUB Tk
300 crore, Sonali Bank Tk 636
crore, Janata Bank Tk 250
crore, Agrani Bank Tk 300
crore, Rupali Bank Tk 23 crore,
BRDB Tk 495 crore and BSBL
Tk 15 crore.

Meanwhile, the government
has decided to provide fresh
loan to the flood affected farm-
ers in the current fiscal, hold-
iny off the repayment of their
outstanding loan of the fiscal
1997-98 for one year.

The farmers who had taken
agricultural loan up to Tk
15.000 in 1997-98 but now are
unable to repay due to flood will
be eligible for the fresh loan.

Besides, the farmers who
had taken agricultural loan
during July-August of the cur-

rent fiscal and fell victim to
flood will also be eligible to get
the fresh loan. The loan facili-
ties will also be applicable for
the cooperative farmers.

The meeting also decided, in
principle, to expand branches
of BKB to enhance agri-credit
activities in rural areas of the
country and form a task force to
enhance the credit flow.

The task force will submit a
report within a month and
Bangladesh Bank will take nec-
e steps in this regard.

- Addressing the meeting, Fi-
nance Minister Shah A M S
Kibria stressed the role of rural
economic activities in national
economy and directed the au-
thorities concerned to gear up
the monitoring activities to en-
sure smooth disbursement of
the loan.

He also directed the nation-
alised commercial banks to
ive priority to the agri-credit
isbursement alongside trade
and long-term credits.
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Shaukat Memorial

school helping

street urchins

By Staff Correspondent

To bring back the street
urchins, who were engaged in
different crimes, on the right
track, the Shaukat Memorial
School has extended a helping
hand towards them.

The school, which was estab-
lished in the city's Momen Bagh
area after the death of the
renowned litterateur Shaukat
Osman on June 1 this year,

started with 15 students from .

the age group of 10 years to 14
years.

The Honorary Consul Gen-

er:lgmn“ gladesh im-Malaysia.
and Executive Chairman and

Managing Director of 8VK
Patchee Brothers (M) SDN.BHD,
Shaik Allauddin [smail, highly
appreciated the endeavour of
tf?e school committee during
his visit to the school recently.

He also donated 200 dollars
for the school library and ex-
pressed his desire to help the
school in near future.

ts of Shaukat Memorial School.

Nin;.: wards of
RCC affected
by floods

RAJSHAHI, Aug 30: Ra-
jshahi City Corporation Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu today
called upon all city-dwellers to
come forward to mitigate the
suffering of the flood affected
people for greater national in-
terest, reports BSS.

He made this call while ad-
dressing a press conference at
his office chamber here this al-
ternoon.

The mayor said about forty
thousand ?EIE of nine wards
of hahi “City’ Corporation
have been affected by current
flood. So far eight thousand
dwelling houses were daniged
by flood, he added.

A coordination commitlee
headed bge;!!.:jshahi Civil Sur-
geon has formed to provide
medicare services to the flood
affected people of the city areas,
he said.

AL activists indulged in
grabbing lands: BNP

"BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
blamed the ruling party for
grabbing vacant places across
the country, reports UNB.

"Awami League activists
have indulged in grabbing lands
wherever they find it vacant in-
cluding the :capital city,"
Bhuiyan said in a discussion
meeting at the Press Club yes-
terday afternoon.

The meeting was organised
by Chhinnamul (rootless)
Hawkers Samity on the occa-
sion of its 7th founding an-
niversary. .

Mannan alleged that the rul-
ing party activists are evicting
the innocent hawkers, grabbing
the open places and giving lease
to supporters.

He said Awami League lead-
ers were making high sounding
and lofty statements about re-

habilitation of the hawkers and
their welfare. But the hawkers
except those belonging to
Awami League are deprived of
running business.

Bhuiyan accused the ruling
party of politicising the hawker
community.

The BNP leader was critical
of the government move of
forcible eviction of slum
dwellers near the Hotel Sonar-
gaon without considering the
devastating flood situation.

He assured the hawkers of
their rehabilitation if the
‘democratic government' is es-
tablished under the leadership
of Begum Khaleda Zia.

Mirza Abbas, Sadek Hossain
Khoka, Nazrul Islam Khan and
Shahiduddin Chowdhury An-
nie also spoke at the meeting
which was presided over by
Kamal Siddiqi.

Policies & priorities on new govt

Ruling parties in Nepal
reach 25-point accord

KATHMANDU, Au
two ruling parties in Nepal Sat-
urday reached a 25-point
agreement on policies and pri-
orities of the new coalition gov-
ernment with focus on law and
order in the country, the offi-
cial RSS news agency said, re-
ports Xinhua.

The agreement said that the

resent government has been
ormed to maintain law and or-
der in the country, preserve ter-
ritorial integrity, strengthen
multi-party democratic system,
guarantee human rights, hold
the forthcoming elections in a
free and fair manner and
strengthen the country's econ-
gned by

nm%i.l
e ent was si
Girija Prasdd Koirala, the
prime minister and president of
the Nepali Congress (NC) and
Sahana Pradhan, president of
the Communist Party of Nepal
[Marxism-Leninism, CPN-MI).

Koirala reshuffled his Cabi-
net Wednesday to induct the
CPN-ML., turning the NC minor-
ity government into a coalition.

e agreement was signed a

day before Koirala is scheduled
to fly to Durban, South Africa
for the 12th summit of the Non-
aligned Movement.

t said that the two parties
will provide guidelines to the
government in safeguarding the

30: The

life and property of the people
and maintaining law and order.

It promised to bring prices of
essentials under control and
make legal arrangement to
have senior political leaders
and high-ranking government
officials disclose their assets so
as to control and eliminate cor-
ruption and abuse of authority
and other serious social
anomalies and crimes.

The agreement stated that
the policy of promoting liberal,
competitive and just economic
structure will be continued and
the government will concen-
trate its efforts on implement-
ing programmes against
poverty and unemployment and

ting the process of indus-
trialisation.

The government will be acti-
vated to help the Election
Commission b}Y: crating a con-

enial atmosphere for holding
ree and fair elections, the
agreement stated,

The fresh general elections
in the country are due before
November 1999,

The agreement stated that as
per the declared stand of the

overnment that Kalapani in
ar-western Nepal is Nepalese
territory on the basis of histor-
ical evidences available with
Nepal and that the Indian Army

B | Dhaka may take

up Hili incident
at diplomatic

level with India

By Govinda Shil

Bangladesh may take up the
recent Hili firing incident at the
diplomatic level with India. of-
ficial sources said.

Indian Border Securit
Force (BSF) killed one BD
jawan and two other civilians
in the incident on August 25
and 26 at the border town.

A senior BDR official at its
headquarters in the capital said
the results of the flag meeting
that ended the 20-hour gunbat-
tle between BSF and BDR had
been sent to the Foreign Min-

istry.

lgfﬁn::izlj sources said it was
an unexpected incident. Hili is a
large land port of the country.
Any such incident will hamper
economic activities.

"The government will take
appropriate steps,” said Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, State Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs. "We
are watching the situation care-
fully.”

A senior BDR official said

that the government might take

up the Hili case at the diplo-
matic level.

BSF started firing on Tues-
day afternoon and continued
until Wednesday 12.45 pm when
a llag meeting started between
the BSF and the BDR. At least
200 local people left Hili for

safety during the 20-hour long

battle.

BDR sources said an Indian
citizen started erecting a
boundary wall on August 22 at
the no man's land. BDR pro-
tested the illegal construction.

And in response to the con-
struction, Hill railway station
also started constructing a wall
at the no man's land left unfin-
ished in the British period.
When BSF protested the con-
struction, BDR told them to stop
Ltheirs.

BDR sources said BSF
opened five round of fires at
4 45 pm, prompting BDR to re-
ply.

According to India-Bangla-
desh Border Guidelines of 1975,
no country could build new
construction at the no man's
land.

’Facts For Life’

launched

By Staff Correspondent

An open discussion and the
launching ceremony of a book
titled "Facts For Life" was held
at the Community Development
Library in the city yesterday.

Presided over iy secretary
eneral of the Habitat Council

horshed Alam, the pro-

amme was attended by Unicef
%ronsu]tant Sophie Corbett,
USIS Director Mahtabuddin,
Associate Professor of Food and
Nutrition Institute of Dhaka
University Badrun Nahar and
Vice Principal of Lalmatia
Girls' College Dr Mahbuba Sid-
dique as discussants.

The book containing discus-
sions on 14 subjects relating to
issues and concerns of everyday
life regarding health and nutri-
tion is a must for every family
to evolve ple's consciousness
on health and common dis-
eases, according to discussants.

The book which has been

ublished by Government of

angladesh, Unicef and others,
has a rich collection of facts on
public health, they said.

It will be an invaluable
handbook for the field level de-
velopment workers and it will
be of great use for illiterate ur-
ban ple, they maintained.

1e book has been published
in 213 languages all over the
world.

Rajbarn flood
death toll
rises to 13

RAJBARI, Aug 30: A three-
ear-old boy drowned in the
ood water today at Udayan

char area of Goalanda thana,
raising the death toll to 13 in
the district, reports UNB,

The victim was identified as
Susanta Roy. .

Meanwhile, water level of
Padma at Goalanda was flowing
114 e¢m over the danger mark.

River erosion has also in-
tensified further devouring
lands at Rakhalgachi., Bedka,
Barosingha, Kusahata of Goa-
landa thana and Shah Mirpur
and Char Jhikuri villages of
Pangsha thana. The homeless
people have taken shelter on

should be evacuated from there. | embankments and high lands.
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Engine boats carrying pas-
sengers have been under fre-
quent attacks by local hood-
lums and dacoits at different
peoints in Dhaka-Daudkandi
river route,

According to boat owners
and local people of Shiddhir-
ganj thana, the incidents of da-
coity in the route are on the
rise.

Dacoits attacked passenger
boats at Bolair Char, Kala-
gachia, and Hossendi during the
last few days. the boat owmners
said.

"We have stopped operating
Bassengtr boats in Dhaka-

audkandi route fearing da-
coity by the local mastans.”
said Delwar Hosain., an owner
of an engine boat.

Dacoits attacked an engine
boat at Hossendi under Gazaria
thana in Munshiganj district
on Friday noon and snatched
all the valuables from its pas-

ﬂ:mﬁ:}rai
ey also blasted crackers
and chopped some ol the pas-
seﬁf:rs uring the attack. ac-
cording to a witness who was on
another boat during the dacoity.
As the road communica-
tions between Dhaka and
Daudkandi have remained
snapped for about two weeks.

Hoodlums, dacoits attack
engine boats frequently

By Rafiq Hasan, back from Meghna Ghat

scores of engine boats known as
trawler and a few launches have
become main vehicles for the
people.

Meanwhile. some boat own-
ers alleged that the chairman of
Shiddhirganj Union Parishad
took Tk 500 per trip from each
passenger boat as Ghat charge.
"We are helpless that the
chairman took almost half the
money we earn from a trip.’
said a boat owner requesting
anonymity.

While contacted, Noor Hos-
sain, the UP chairman, denied
taking such amount of money
from the boat owners. He said
that Tk 50 to 70 had been taken
for maintaining discipline and
serial of the boats at the Ghat
near Kanchpur Bridge.

He said the system was es-
tablished following a quarrel
among the boat owners relatin
to serial. The money collectec
from them is being spent as al-
lowance for about 40 people
who are engaged in maintain-
ing serial and helping passen-
gers get on to the boats.

After providing the al-
lowance, the sut;[:)ILzs money
will be distributed among the
flood victims as relief." the
chairman added.

were prevented from erecting their homes. — Star photo
Dhaka-Daudkandi river route PM shocked
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina has expressed deep
shock at the death of five po-
licemen in a boat capsize in
Sylhet while performing their
duties. reports UNB.

In a message yesterday, she
said the policemmen have set a
glorious example of dedication
ignoring the alfection for lile.

Hasina prayed for salvation
of the departed souls and con-
veyed deep sympathy to the be-
reaved family members.

in another message. Hasina
condcled the death of Fultala
thana unit Awami League Gen-
eral Secretary I[bad Ali
Akhungi, Jubo League leader
Shahadat Hossain and Chhatra
League leader Imdadul Haq
Babul in Khulna.

They were killed in a tragic
road accident on Saturday
night.

She also prayed lor the eter-
nal peace of the departed souls.

DPRK delegation
1N City

A four-member military

oodwill delegation from the
mocratic People’'s Republic of
Korea (DFPRK] led by Major Gen-
eral Kim Song Chol arrived in
the city yesterday on a six-day
visit, reports UNB.

Durin their stay in
Bangladesh, the members ol the
delegation will call on Chief of
Army Staff Lt General Muha-

mmad Mustafizur Rahman and
other senior army officers. said

| a press release.

Flooded Tallabagh area of the city.
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ISLAMABAD, Aug 30: Pak-
istan on Sunday accused India
of "unwarranted interference”
in its internal affairs after In-
dia's prime minister criticised
Islamabad's plans to introduce
a new legal system based on the
Muslim holy book, the Quran.
reports AP.

“It i8 unacceptable and un-
warranted interference in the
internal affairs of Pakistan,”
said Information Minister
Mushahid Hussein.

Hussein was referring Lo
~ statements by Indian Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
that a proposed constitutional
amendment to create a new Is-
lamic order in Pakistan was a
step backward.

he Press Trust of India
quoted Vajpayee as saying that
“when we are preparing to enter
the 21st century such a step in
Pakistan takes us backward.
This cannot be welcome.”

On Friday Pakistan intro-
duced a constitutional amend-
ment that would scrap the old
British common laws and re-

lace them with Islamic laws
ased on the Quran and the
Sunnat, which are the writings
of Islam's Prophet Mohammed
(SM).

According to the Press Trust
of India, Vajpayee said that a
new Islamic order in Pakistan
“will have a definite impact on
Afghanistan and in the Central
Asian republics.”

After last May's tit-for-tat
nuclear explosions, Hussein
said it was incumbent on both
India and Pakistan to choose
their words carefully when crit-
icising each other.

“We need to act in a mature
and responsible manner ... more
so in light of the momentous
(events) in the month of May,"
said Hussein referring to the
underground nuclear explo-

and Pakistan. "We should be
| very careful about what we say

© as hundreds of

sions carried out by both India

Pakistan accuses India of
unwarranted interference’

about each other.”

The two unfriendly neigh-
bours have fought three wars
since the Asian sub-continent

ained its independence from
%rltain. Two wars have been
fought over the disputed state of
Kashmir and a third conflagra-
tion over Bangladesh or what
was then East Pakistan.

Hussein dismissed fears that
the proposed amendment would
create a fundamentalist state in
Pakistan similar to its neigh-
bour Afghanistan, where the
Taliban religious army has im-
posed a harsh form of Islamic
rule.

In Afghanistan women have
been banished from the work
force, forced to wear the all en-
veloping burqua, and schools
for girls have been closed. Men
have been ordered to pray in the
mosque and grow their beards.

But Hussein said rigid fun-
damentalist parties have been
soundly defeated at the polls in
Pakistan mustering barely
three per cent of the vote in suc-
cessive elections.

Violence rocks
central Java

town again

JAKARTA, Aug 30: Violence
again rocked Indonesia's cen-
tral Java town of CilacaF as a
mob of hundreds set lire to
warehouses and looted houses
owned by ethnic Chinese fish-
ermen, military officials said
today.

"Violence ‘began atsa:'n?éld

1100 G on Saturday
gLt le set fire to
two jellyfish warehouses and
stoned houses in a fishermen s
residential area near the port.
But we managed to control the
situation two hours later," the
district military commander in
Cilacap, Colonel M Noer Muis,

told Reuters.

Iran plans to
hold military

exercises near
Afghan border

TEHRAN, Aug 30: Some
70.000 elite Iranian soldiers
lan to hold exercises near the
Eurdcr with Afghanistan, where
Tehran says the Taliban mili-
tia is holding 47 Iranians, re-
ports AP.

The Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps will hold the ma-
noeuvres, code named Ashura 3,
within the next few days, Maj
Gen Yahya Rahim Safavi, the
commander of the IRGC, said
Saturday:.

He said Frclimlnar}f eXer-
cises have already started and
they will be followed by the
main manoeuvres, which will
last for three days.

The manoeuvres will be the
largest this year and the first
held near the border since the
1979 Islamic Revolution, he
said.

Iran has accused the Taliban
militia, which controls most of
the country, of detaining 47
[ranians since it captured the
northern city of Mazar-e-
Sharif on Aug 8. The detainees
include 11 diplomats, one jour-
nalist and 35 truck drivers.

The Taliban says it knows
nothing about the Iranian
diplomats, but it admits to
holding some 30 Iranians 31:5*

ted to arming its opponents.
Imc"lt is naturﬁ thaPE::nur ma-
noeuvres are not unrelated to
the recent Afghan affairs,”
Safavi said in a press confer-
ence attended for the first time
by foreign as well as local re-
porters,

Last week, IRGC troops were
deployed on the border with
Afghanistan to monitor the
movement of forces fighting the
civil war there.

Also last week, former Pres-
ident Hashemi Rafsanjani
warned that Iran might resort
to force to free the Iranians.
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More countries pledge
aid for flood victims

More countries and institu-
tions continue to respond to
Bangladesh's call for support to
face the catastrophe caused
this year's record-breaking
floods, reports BSS.

Pledges of assistance came
from India, the Netherlands
and Asian Development Bank,
foreign office sources sald yes-
terday.

indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, in a messaEt
toe Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, assured to hel
Bangladesh carry rellef wor
and take up post-flood rehabili-
tation activities,

"India stands ready to asso-
ciate itself with rellef work in
Bangladesh now and in the
post-flood rehabilitation pe-
riod”, the message said.

Vajpayee said the High Co-
mmission of India in Bangla-
desh will remain in close touch
with Bangladesh government in
this connection. He said the
people of India share the grief
and sorrow of the people of
Bangladesh due to floods which
affected large parts of the
country causing substantial
loss of life and property.

A message from Manila said
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) would, on priority basis,
assess the needs of Bangladesh
through its mission in Dhaka.
The bank would try to render
promptly all possible assis-
tances.

Meanwhile, officials of
Bangladesh mission in Manila
have donated one day's salary
to the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund.

A message from The Hague
said the Dutch government an-
nounced emergency relief for
Bangladesh flood victims
amounting to five lakh Dutch
guilders. Half of the amount

"

will be E:rnvidbd through Inter-
national Red Cross. e lakh
uilders will be rovided
through NGOs, while the chan-
o R Ll
J, Is to be de-
cided, the &

Japan has donated emer-
gency health kit along with wa-
ter purifying tablets and plastic
sheets worth Taka one crore for
the flood victims, an official

l{‘;andnul said in the city yester-
ay.

The Japanese ambassador in
Dhaka, Yoshikazu Kaneko yes-
terday handed over the docu-
ments of the donation to the
Secretary of the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Re-
lief Azad Ruhul Amin at the
Secretariat, the handout said.

Riyadh Dally, an influential
Saudi newspaper, appealed for
help to the tlood-affected people
of Bangladesh. The Daily, in an
editorial on Thursday, said "In
this hour of need, friends and
ioes alike have a responsibilit
in lending a htlgjng hand to ﬂ]y
leviate the sulferings of the
Bangladeshi people.”

Shibir obstructs
CU shuttle train

CHITTAGONG, Aug 30: Ac-
tivists of Islami Chhatra Shibir
today obstructed plying of uni-
versity shuttle trains at Shol-
oshahar junction by holding
rallies on the rail tracks du
their siege programme enfor
at the Chittagong University,
reports BSS.

According to a university
ress release, Shibir activists
egan demonstration on the

rail line at 7 am this morning,
compelling hundreds of stu-
dents to get down from the train
and return to their houses.

PM: Sink differences

From Page 1

stock and expected foreign as-
sistance, she said seven lakh
tons of foodgrains are stocked
in godowns. The government
took steps for importing six
lakh metric tons of rice and
wheat on commercial basis.

In the private sector. 3.45
lakh metric tons of rice arrived
in July and August. An addi-
tional 8-9 lakh tons of food-
grains are likely to be impoited
by the same sector,

Besides, the Prime Minister
said, friendly countries and in-
ternational agencies have so far
committed about 6.65 lakh
metric tons of food aid.

She said an emergency food
assistance of about 13.5 lakh
metric tons have been sought
from the friendly countries and
foreign agencies to strengthen
the lood security systenl.

* "We've gol encoidagi re-
sponse to our appeal. the Prime
Minister assured the nation.
She said the United States
promised two lakh metric tons
and the Euro Union 81,000
mietric tons of wheat.

Australia also decided to
send 86.000 tons of wheat and
one lakh Australian dollar on
emergency basis.

Hasina said many other
coutitries and agencies, includ-
ing Japan and Kuwait, the UN
secretary general and World
Bank, extended their helping
hands.

The Prime Minister said the
government had adequate
preparation to face any situa-
tion caused by normal flood.
"But now we need huge resources
for rehabilitation after the
flood that turned severe due to
excessive rains and its long du-
ration.”

She said crops have been
damaged and bridge-culverts,
communications network, so-
cio-economic ihfrastructure
including health and education
sectors suflered a heavy loss.

Referring to her governmen-
t's reliel efforts, Hasina said she
convened an emergency meet-
ing of inter-ministerial Disas-
ter Management on July 16 and
had directed to shift the flood

affected people to the safe shel-
ters and launch relief opera-
tion.

The government has so far
distributed relief goods worth
about Tk 100 crore and ensured
supply of rice, salt, kerosene
and other essentials in the af-
fected areas. )

She said 3,473 medical
teams are working to treat the
people sickened et::{ flood water
and also cancell weakély holi-
days of the government doctors
in the affected areas, including
Dhaka city.

The Prime Minister said she
had asked all tiers of the ad-
ministration to remain alert to
face any eventuality caused by
flood. e members of army,
navy and air force also stood
beside the victims and are as-
sisting the civil administration
to combat the situation.

She said the government is
planning to begin the rehabili-
tation programme as soon as
the flood water recedes. Cash
money allocated for the affected
farmers.

She asked the agriculture
workers to protect seedbeds and
take steps for new ones so that
those could be distributed after
the flood.

Hasina said the
has already directed to stop re-
alising the agri-loans and its
interests this year and disburse
fresh culture loans.

The Prime Minister said
steps have been taken to dis-
tribute fund%‘aina through 300
to 1,000 VGP cards in each af-
fected union.

Besides, she said, directives
were given to rehabilitate float-
ing and rootless people in ideal
villages and Ashrayan project
on government khas land.
These people will also be given
financial assistance so that
they can be self-reliant,

eilaaina said the flood this
year continued for a longer pe-

overnment

riod due to a number of factors
like solar eclipse and tremor in
the sea.

She said water level also
swelled in all the major rivers
simultaneously that is rare. As
a result, intensity and duration
of the flood was more than
those in the past.

She mentioned that the
nearly two-month-long flood
caused more damage to public
life as compared with the past.
Damage to crops, houses and

socio-economic infrastructure
was also higher.

The Prime Minister ex-
l:;rtssed her concern that "no
ong-term projects were taken
by the post-75 governments” to
protect the people from natural
calamities.

Rather, the plans and pro-

__jects. undertaken by Banga-

andhiu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man after the independence

were shelved by the successive
regimes, she said.

"Due to absence of dredging.
the rivers lost their navigabil-
ity. No long term plan or any
master plan taken to solve this
problem in last 21 years.”

Hasina said her government
is formulating projects of dif-
ferent terms to evolve the
means for utilising the huge
flood water,

About the proposed Ganges
Barrage Project, she said the
present government has under-
taken an initiative in this re-
spect. Besides, steps were taken
to increase navigability of
rivers.

The Prime Minister prayed
for peace and salvation of those
who lost their lives in the flood
and expressed her deep sympa-
thy to the others who lost
houses and crops or were at-
tacked with difterent diseases
in the flood stricken areas.

Halda

From Page 1

operation in Sonadia also re-
mains suspended for the last
few months as the drilling crew
faced unexpected pressure at a
certain depth. Cairn then de-
cided to bring in a heavier rig
for the operation replacing the
lighter one deploved there.

Cairn has purchased a rig it-
self and is planning to lease it
out to a third party operator,
which would finish the drilli
work. But due to some technic

roblems, the rig has not yet
Be:n imported to Bangladesh
from the Middle East.

Meanwhile, Cairn's top ex-
ecutive Richard Heaton in the
country has been recalled by the
company's head office in Edin-
burgh. Sources said, Heaton
wuu%d leave Bangladesh in De-
cember,

"It seems that the head office
is not satisfied with Heaton's
performance in the recent
months — sgecinll in the Sec-
ond Round Block Bidding." said
a source. "Heaton will also have
to shoulder the responsibilities
of the cost over-runs at Halda

and Sangu.”

Khaleda : Bail
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the Anti-corruption Act against
Begum Zia and her former pri-
vate secretary Sabiuddin
Ahmed.

BNP leaders and lawyers
Khondokar Mahbubuddin Ah-
med, Moudud Ahmed, Habibul
Islam Bhuiyan and Nazmul
Huda were among those who
moved the bail petition. They
argued that the case was filed
with a malafide intention to
harass and tarnish her image.

The prosecution lawyers led
by Public Prosecutor Altaf Hos-
sain argued that nobody was
above the law and that the case
was lodged as per legal obliga-
tions and that it is justified.

During the hearing, Begum
Zia sat in a chair with the per-
mission of the court.




