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Tel Aviv resident Ora Kaufman is being wheeled to a Tel

Aviv hospital after being injured when a bomb exploded
in a trash can Thursday. Ora Kaufman has been injured
in a previous bomb attack in Jerusalem September 4,
1997, when she was photographed holding her infant
daughter Tamar moments after a suicide bomb attack at
Jerusalem's Ben Yehuda pedestrian mall. Both Ora and

Tamar were hurt in the attack.
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Amnesty for 144 Laotians: tuas

government offiCials say a general amnesty will be

BLIFFLY

Tremors shake Tibet: an carthquake

measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale yestcrdaﬁ shook Tibet's
remote Xainza area, some 250 kilometres nort
the official Xinhua news agency reported, AFP says from

It siruck at 6:01 am (2201 GMT Friday) and was an after-
shock from a 6.0-magnitude quake that hit the area four days
earlier, the report said, quoting the state seismological bureau.

Cuban dissident jailed: s cuban

false
government's Radio Marti radio station was sentenced Friday
to three years in prison, the official Cuban government news
agency reported, AP says from Mexico City.
Reinaldo Aflaro Garcia was convicted in Havana of dissem-
- inating "false news against the international peace,” Prensa
Latina said in a report monitored in 'Mexico City. The pro-
foréign jourhalists Prodesutors fradi
ly sought a 12-year sentence. il |

— AP/UNB photo

west of Lhasa,

nformation to the US

granted to

144 prisoners, including five women, as part of Constitution
Day celebrations, AP says from Laos. |

The amnesty has been granted on the order of President
Khamtay Sipandong, the official said on condition of

anonymity. The decree, which has not been publicly

darl-

nounced, also states that 302 prisoners are to have their sen-
tences decreased. The order did not specify the nature of any-

DI'_].F'S crimes.

Earthquake

earthquake meéasuring 5.4 un%

its environs yesterday,

damage, the meteorological agency said, AFP
‘which struck at 8:46 am (2346

Tokyo.

The epicentre of the quake,

olts Tokyo: an
he Richter scale jolted To
but there were no reports of casualties or

o and

reports from

GMT Friday), was located in Tokyo Bay at a depth of 70
kilometres under water. The agenc% said there was no fears of
t

Tsunami seismic tidal waves from

e earthquake.

Rebels shoot .5 in Colombia:

Colombian marxist rebels shot dead five civilians on Friday al-

ter dra

gging them out of their homes at dawn accusing them of

collaborating with the army, authorities said, Reuters reports

from Bogota.

Police said the killings by Revolutionary Armed Forces of

Colombia [(FARC)

guerillas, occurred in the small town of

Labranzagrande in a rural area of central Boyarca province.

Apartment fire claims 6 in Taiwan: o

pré-dawn fire raged throu
yesterday, killing six people,

an apartment in southern Taiwan
police said, AP says from Taipei.

Chen Teh-cheng, a 30-year-old fisherman. escaped the fire

km south of Taipei, police said. Police quoted neighbours as

by Clumping from a window in his third-story home in Tainan,
30
sa

ng the fire broke out soon after the Chen, who was drunk,
shouted at his wife for locking him out of thc apartment.

US may be
considering
giving food
aid to Cuba

WASHINGTON, Aug 29: The
Clinton administration is con-
sidering é)rmriding food assis-
tance to Cuba, according to twe
Cuban-American lawmakers
- who oppose the plan, reports
AP.

In a letter Friday to US Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Al-
bright, Reps. Lincoln Diaz-
Balart and lleana Ros-Lehtinen.
both Florida Republicans, said
they oppose “in the strongest
possible terms, all forms of aid,
including food assistance, to
the Castro dictatorship.”

They said the administra-
tion is working with Cuba and
the World Food Programme and
may respond favourably to a
20.5 million dollar appeal for
assistance issued by the WFP
for donations to Cuba.

"Such action would consti-
tute another unjustifiable and
condemnable reward for Cas-
tro's brutality,” they said.

An administration official
said there has been no official
nqug{:.ﬁcatiun as yet from the

concerning an a for
b g ppeal

The official noted, however,
that the United States normall
responds favourably to WFg
appeals for food in cases of ob-
vious hunger even if the country
in need is a US adversary.

International

Gaddafi to pursue charges against UK

WASHINGTON, Aug 29:. The
United States said Friday it
would not negotiate with Libya
over 'guarantees’ in a plan to
hand over for trial two suspects
linked to the 1988 Lockerbie
bombing, reports AFP.

"There are no details to ne-
gotiate with Libya. Libya has no
grounds for delay, State De-

artment spokesman James
E‘nlt}r said after Libyan leader
Moammar Gaddafi rejected the
US demand to "immediatel
turn over two Libyans for tria
in the Netherlands.
"We are not ready to send
human beings like that without
uarantees,” Gaddafi said in a
ive interview with the Qatari
channel Al-Jazira.

Earlier Friday, White House
spokesman Barry Toiv told re-
porters fravelling with presi-
dent Bill Clinton in Mas-
sachusetts, "the only choice for
Libya is immediate compli-
ance.”

Toiv noted the UN Security
Council's unanimous backing
Thursday for the US British
plan to put the two men on trial
in the Netherlands.

Libya has agreed to deliver

the two suspects to the Nether-
lands but on Friday called for
negotiations on judicial proce-
dures.

In London on Friday, a For-
eign Office spokesman said
Britain would be ha to clar-
ify any points that might
raise, but that the offer was "to-
tally non-negotiable."

I1"ht=r1: are comprehensive
safeguards and assurances of a
safe trial," the spokesman said.

Reuters adds from London:
Libyan leader Moammar
Gaddafi said on Friday the
British intelligence service and
plotted to kill him and he
wanted those responsible to be
brought to justice.

In an interview with Libyan
television Gaddafi said the 1986
US bombing of Libya and
Britain's attempt to kill him
should be dealt with in the same
way as the 1988 Lockerbie air-
liner bombing.

"How can they talk about
Lockerbie and not talk about
the massacre in 1986 of our
people and children? How can
we talk about Lockerbie and

US won't negotiate with Libya
over its two suspects

forge the assassination attempt

which was organised by the
British intelligence and which
has witnesses to it?" he asked.

Gaddafi said a British offi-
cer called "Schiller” had con-
fessed the British intelligence
service had drawn up a plan to
try to kill him. The plot was
hatched when former conser-
vative prime minister John
Ma,!ur was in power in Britain,

‘Afterwards we found out
that it was true, this was before
the labour government came to
power," Gaddafi said, speaking
in Arabic.

“The British intelligence was
involved in a plot to kill
Gaddafi, this has been con-
firmed and they cooperated
with the American intelli-
gence,” the Libyan leader said.

He said Libya would shortly
present a tape which had proof
e Spsiaiion, aiipmpt
rial “in sound and images".

"After that there will be po-
litical and legal procedures
with Britain, which protects
people who are terrorists and
murderers who admit to
killing,” Gaddafi said.

TJS still :ieizernﬁfled to hold

Clinton-Yeltsin summit

WASHINGTON, Aug 29: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton pledged to
help Russia "get through this
dark night" of financial and
political turmoil if it sticks
with painful economic reforms.
The United States warned it
would be "a serious policy error”
if Russia returned to Soviet-
style economic controls, re-
ports AP.

Clinton said Friday that he
will go to Moscow next week for
a tow-day summit with Russian
President Boris Yeltsin to prove
America's friendship at a time
of trouble.

"Anybody can come see you
when you're doing well,” the

resident said during an outing
rom his vacation retreat on the
Massachusetts island of
Martha's Vineyard.

Clinton held a half-hour
telephone conference call with
Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott, in Moscow for
summil preparations, and a

delegation in Washington that
included Vice President Al Gore
and Lawrence Summers, the
deputy treasury secretary. Tal-
bott reported that Yeltsin per-
sonally assured him that he did
not intend to resign and would
serve out his full term until
2000. Yeltsin himself said on
Russian television that he
would not resign.

Clinton's six-day trip, in-
cluding stops in Northern Ire-
land and Ireland. will be the
president’'s first overseas trip
since his embarrassing ac-
knowledgment of an extramari-
tal affair with a onetime White
House intern less than half his
age. Clinton is sure to be closel
watched for signs that his lead-
ership or international credi-
bility have been weakened.

While some Russia analysts
say it doesn’'t make much sense
for Clinton to meet with Yeltsin
amid questions whether
Yeltsin's government will sur-

vive, the president expressed de-

termination to go. "We should
tell them that it they'll be
strong and do the disciplined.
hard things they have do to re-
form their country. their econ-
omy and get through this dark
night that we’ll stick with
them,” Clinton said.

Similarly., National Secu-
rity Adviser Sandy Berger said,
"We have an enormous stake in
Russia’'s future, in its continua-
tion on a path of democracy
and market reform.” Further,
Berger told a White House brief-
ing. "the Russian people should
know that particularly at times
of difficulty, the United States
and the West will not turn away
from cooperation.”

Despite the chaos, Berger
said that there was "absolutely
no reason to believe that
(Yeltsin) is not in firmn control
of the military and other ele-
ments of government.”

Women fight an unpopular

war in Sudan

KHARTOUM, Sudan, Aug 29:
Young men in camouflage and
headbands colored red to sym-
bolise sacrifice consider them-
selves kamikazes ready to blow

" up tanks of rebels, reports AP.

"We are ready! We are read!”
the men cry at a rally in down-
town Khartoum.

Ask Suad Ahmed, a 63-year-
old female activist jailed re-
peatedly for her beliefs, about
such shows of devotion, and she
has a different take: The gov-
ernment is forcing men to die in
a distant and increasingly un-
popular civil war,

Ahmed is one of hundreds of
Sudanese women who have
taken to the streets of Khar-
toumn to protest the conscrip-
tion of young men. Many, they
say, are taken off buses, de-
tained at checkpoints at night
or picked up in the streets. Oth-
ers are barred from entering
universities, taking jobs or
leaving the country until they
serve in the armed forces,
protesters say.

“They hijack people in the
streets, and you won't know
where your child is. You don't
know whether he is alive, dead
or missing,” said Ahmed, who
has led protests since Decem-
ber.

The women's activism is re-
markable in Sudan, where the
Arab world's only revolution-
ary Islamic government has
dismissed women from the civil
service, tried to force women to

wear veils and sought to su‘y
press. rather unsuccessfully.
their political work.

The women's resilience is
testament to discontent over a
war, Africa's longest, that costs
dirs 1 million a day. The gov-
ernment has dismissed the
women's protest.

“It is a natural response
from parents to a new routine
in their life, a new demand on
their children and their house-
holds.” Information Minister
Ghazi Salah el-Din said. "[t's
very natural.”

Sudan's government was in
the headlines last week after US
missiles hit a Khartoum factory
the American government said
was producing precursors to
chemical weapons.

Sudan’s war has dragged on
four decades, entering its cur-
rent round in 1983 when the
government in the Muslim,
Arabized north imposed Is-
lamic law, driving Christians
and adherents of tribal faiths
in the south to rebel. The strife
has claimed more than 1.5 mil-
lion lives, many of them in
famines caused by the fighting.

The government, which took
power in a 1989 coup, has cast
the fight as a crusade. Banners
at protests read, "To the holy
war, students.” Often chanted is
the Arabic word "dababin,” the
name for the kamikazes who
blow up tanks.

The government says mili-
tary service is a national duty.

After high school. men not at-
tending university must have
two months of training and
serve 18 months in the militia,
University students must finish

a year of service after they~

graduate.

But women activists say the
men are sent to the front with
little training. The sa¥ they
serve as cannon fodder for the
better-trained volunteer army,
which remains in the rear. The
camps themselves are long on
religious indoctrination.

“It's brainwashing, and |
don't like it,” said Mohammed
el-Bashir, a Khartoum Univer-
sity student who trained at a
desert ca™p with 500 other stu-
dents. "Most of the men try to
leave.”

In one incident, at least 52
recruits died when their boat
capsized in the Blue Nile in
April as they tried to flee a
camp southeast of Khartoum.
Opposition groups said the
death toll was higher, at least
129, and that soldiers beat and
shot recruits as they tried to es-
cape.

For a year, women have or-
ganised protest in Khartoum
and Omdurman, it sister city
across the Nile. Some fought
battles with police. who [ired
lear g
Ilﬁﬂ}’. molhers stood in
front of buildings in the capital
where final exams were admin-
istered to prevent security
forces from taking their sons.

Pakistan for early
resumption of

talks with India

ISLAMABAD, Aug 29: Al-
though Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif's last minute
cancellation of his trip to the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
summit is seen as a setback to
revival of talks with India, Is-
lamabad said it would press for
early resumption of the dia-
logue reports IANS,

The foreign ministers of the
two countries are expected to
meet on the sidelines of the
NAM summit in South Africa
and may discuss a strategy to
resume the talks, official
sources said. Newly appointed
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Sartaj Aziz, who left for Durban
today at the head of his coun-

's delegation to the summit,
told IANS, "We are ready to re-
sume talks at the earliest.”

Confirming the cancella-
tion of the Prime Minister's
proposed trip to Durban, Aziz
said he would discuss with NAM
leaders a host of global, re-
gional and bilateral issues, fo-
cusing on peace and security in
nuclearised South Asia. Aziz
said that in his bilateral meet-
ings, he would brief his coun-
terparts about the latest situa-
tion in Kashmir.”

UNSC asks Afghan
factions not to

protect terrorists

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 29:
The UN Security Council on
Friday demanded that Afghan
factions not protect terrorists

accused b ashington of re-
cent attacks on US facilities,
reports AFP.

The 15 member council
unanimously adopted the reso-
lution, which calls on Afghan
gr(;nups to "refrain from har-

uring and training terrorists
and their organisations and to
halt illegal drug activities.”

On August 20, the United
States launched missile strikes
against bases in Afghanistan
linked to multi-millionaire
Saudi dissident Osama Bin
Laden.

Washington says Bin Laden
orchestrated the August 7
bombing of US embassies in
Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam.

The Taliban forces which
control most of Afghanistan,
repeatedly have said that they
would not hand over Bin Laden,
the United Nations does not
recognise the Taliban.

Most Britons less
positive about
royal family

LONDON, Aug 29: Almost ex-
actly a vear after the death of
Princess
in four Britons feel less positive
about their royal family than
did 12 months ago, a newspaper
poll published Saturday re-
ported, says AP.

The NOP poll published in
The Express. a middle market
national tabloid newspaper. re-
ported that 25.8 per cent of the

1,200 adults questioned said
their opinion of the royal fam-
ily had fallen in the past 12

months. although a slightly
larger number, 28.2 per cent,
said that their feelings towards
the royals had improved.

The newspaper said that 42.9

per cent of people questioned
said their opinion had re-

mained unchanged since Di-
aAna’'s death in a Paris car crash
on Aug 31.

Yeltsin pledges
to complete

his term

WASHINGTON, Aug 29: Pres-
ident Boris Yeltsin pledged Fri-
day to finish out his term dur-
ing talks with a top US official
in Moscow, a US administra-
tion official said, reports AFP.

"President Yeltsin, during
the discussion affirmed his in-
tent to complete his term in of-
fice.” the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity in Washing-
ton.

Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott and Yeltsin met
as rumours flew that Yeltsin
would resign over Russia's eco-

] nomic collapse.
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Bhutto burn an effigy of Swiss Judge Daniel Devaud and
a Swiss flag in front of the Swiss consulate in Karachi

Friday. Dozens

of women yelling

'down with

Switzerland,' urged the government to stop this media
trial and to withdraw all charges against Benazir

Bhutto.

— AP/UNB photo

Govt troops appear to
have retaken Kinshasa

KINSHASA, Aug 29: Troops
loyal to DRC President Laurent
Kabila appeared Friday to have
regained control of Kinshasa
where soldiers fired into the air
amid street celebrations to
mark victory over rebels in the
capital, reports AFF.

However, the unconfirmed
reports were denied by a rebel
leader, Deogratias Bugera, who
said the Tutsi led rebels were
continuing to fight and had not
lost "the battle for Kinshasa."

Thousands of residents had
fled the east of the capital Fri-
day as government troops using
aircraft artillery ana tanks
were said to have mopped up
rebels trying to return to their
homes in the capital.

There were outbreaks of joy
in several Kinshasa neighbour-
hoods when troops flashing the
V sign for victory told people
that the rebels in the eastern
sectors of the capital had sur-
rendered.

Meanwhile the Congolese
Armed Forces (FAC) called on

locals to halt summary execu-
tions of the rebels who had re-
portedly been beaten and burnt
to death as they tried to get to
their homes.

The operation in the capi-
tal's east, between the town
centre and the international
Ndjili airport 25 kilometres
away was described by the army
as a 'sweeping operation.”

Further street celebrations
were sparked by a report on of-
ficial radio, again unconfirmed
that loyalist forces had retaken
the Inga hydro electric dam
southwest of Kinshasa.

The city's long suffering
population was hit Friday by
the latest in a series of power
black-outs which began after
the dam fell into rebel hands.

Earlier President Laurent
Kabila's son Joseph pesented as
new armed forces chief of staff,
had urged locals to halt all vio-
lence as accusations of anti

Tutsi genocide by the regime
mounted.

-
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US embassy bombings

‘Suspect implicates Osama's
organisation

NEW YORK, Aug 29: A second
suspect in the bombing of the
US Embassy in Kenya blamed

"the attack on a terrorisl orgatii-
sation allegedly headed by Is-
lamic militant Osama bin
Laden, investigators said, re-
ports AP,

Mohamed Sadeek Odeh, 33,
Has denied involvement in the

attack, which US investigators

also believe was orchestrated by
bin Laden.

Odeh, who was arrested on
the day of the bombing in Pak-
istan, was brought to a US

.courtroom Friday on charges of .

murder, murder conspiracy and
conspiracy to use weapons of
mass destruction.

He told his lawyer he was a
follower of bin Laden, but in-
sisted he was not part of the

bombing plol. He also said hurt-
ing civilians was against his
religion.

“There are Muslims and
there are Muslims,” the laxu&;er.
Jack Sachs. said he was told by

Odeh, before the furniture
salesman appeared briefly in
US District Court.

Sachs said of Odeh that it "is
not his mission in life to injure
unarmed civilians.”

The complaint against Odeh

also set out a wide-ranging case
against bin L@deg a multi-mil-
.. lionaire from Saudi Arabia

now believed to be hiding out in

Afghanistan. The same charges
were brought a day earlier
against another suspect brought
from Kenya, Mohamed Rashed
Daoud Al-Owhali.

- The attacks Aug 7 on the”
American embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania left 258 people
dead, including 12 Americans,
and more than 5,000 people in-
jured.

FBI Special Agent Daniel J
Coleman portrayed the bomb-
ings as part of a murder con-
igiraﬂr begun six years ago by

Qaeda, the international ter-
rorist urgg.nisatiﬂn allegedly
headed by bin Laden.

‘Tibet braces for further

inundations

BEWJING, Aug 29: With tor-
rential rains forecast. [lood
fighters in Tibet are bracing for
further inundations, prolong-
ing a season of deadly summer
flooding in the remote Hi-
malayan region, state media
reported Saturday, says AF.

As in other parts of China
hit by devastating floods. Tibet
has mobilised soldiers and
civilians to build up dikes as
water levels on its major rivers
hit record levels over the past
two months, the China Daily
said.

At least 53 people have been
killed in heavy floods and
mudslides in the region since
mid-June, the newspaper said.

Nationwide, flooding has killed
more than 3,000 people, includ-
ing 1,320 along th. Yangtzc
China's longest river that Ls
seen its heaviest flooding in 44
years.

Two months of flooas have
hit 40 of Tibet's more than 70
countries. affecting more than
80,000 ple, destroying more
than 2.8{?3 houses, killing more
than 4,000 livestock animals
and inundating 13,300 hectares
of farmland, the China Daily
said.

Persistent rains since mid-
August have raised river levels,
and meteorologists forecast
mﬂéc torrential rains soon, it
said.

apologising: Clinton,

OAK BLUFFS, Massachu-
setts, Aug 29: President Bill
Clinton said he has become
such an expert in asking for-
giveness in recent days that it is
now "burned in my bones." re-
ports AP,

But he still stopped short of
offering a direct apology for the
Monica Lewinsky affair.

Seeking forgiveness "gets a
little easier the more you do it,"
Clinton told a church audience
Friday celebrating the 35th an-
niversary of Martin Luther
King Jr's "I Have a Dream"
speech.

"And if you have a family, an
administration, a Congress and
a whole country to ask you,
you're going to get a lot of prac-
tice," he said.

‘In these last days, il has
come home to me again, some-
thing I first learned as president
— but it wasn't burned in my
bones — and that is that in
order to get (forgiveness). you
have to be willing to give it,"
Clinton said.

He spoke also of feelings of
anger, bitterness and resent-
ment — apparent references to
what he considers an intrusive
investigation into his private
life by Independent Counsel

Kenneth Starr.

Clinton has spent much of
his vacation secluded with his
wife Hillary and their daughter
Chelsea, playing no golf and
concentrating on what his press
secretary called family "heal-
ing.” s

The president spoke from
the pulpit at historic Union
Chapel. before a cheering, ap-
plauding audience and a mod-

erator who told him that black

America is "no far weather
crowd” and will "be with you
through thick and through
thin."

As he spoke from scribbled
notes, Clinton clearly had in
mind the turmoil over his re-
cent admission of an inappro-
E;iat: relationship with Ms

winsky, a former White
House intern.

Clinton has been under in-
tense pressure from friends, al-
lies and key Democrats ‘to ei-
ther make a direct apology or to
express a deeper sense of re-
morse for his actions.

White House spokesman
Barry Toiv said that, while he
had spoken with the president
after his speech, Clinton had
not made clear to him whether

or not he intended that his
words be seen as an apology.

Clinton has been criticised
in some quarters for devotin
fully half of his Lewinsky ad-
dress to the United States last
week to his anger over the Starr
investigation.

Without being specific, he
gﬁmkc to the audience in Oak

uffs of "the anger, the resent-
ment, the bitterness, the desire
for reaffirmation against peo-
ple you believe have wronged

you."

Clinton's s h was his sec-
ond in two days before politi-
cally friendly crowds. On Tues-
day he flew from his vacation
retreat on Martha's Vineyard to
Worcester, Massachusetts to
present thoughts on preventing
school violence. He got a warm
reception from Democrats who
outnumber Republicans four-
to-one in the area,

Meanwhile another report

‘adds from Colombia: Empfn’:gh

ees at an electronics outlet re-

portedly warned Linda Tripp

when she bought a recording

device that it is illegal to tape a |
phone conversation in the state

of Maryland without the other

party's consent,

I have become an expert in [
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t Clinton flashes a thumbs-up sign as he reach

es into a crowd of supporters after

‘addressing a gathering at the Union Chapel in Oak Bluffs, Mass, Friday. The President
'visited the chapel for a commemorative programme on the 35th anniversary of Martin

' Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech.

— AP/UNB photo

 the attack.

Gaddafi offers
Clinton a
lawyer!

CAIRO, Aug 29: US Preside:
Bill Clinton got an offer of hel;
Friday in handling his domes-
tic problems from an unlikely
source: Moammar Gaddafi, re-
ports AP.

The Libyan leader offered to
send a lawyer to help Clinton
deal with the fallout arisin
from his relationship wit

former White House intern
Monica Lewinsky.

"I have no bad intentions
towards (Clinton), and 1 was
willing to send him a lawyer to
defend him,"” Gaddafi said in an
interview with the Qatari tele-
vision channel Al-Jazeera.

He said Clinton is a victim ol
a Jewish and Zionist conspir-

acy.

Gaddafi also criticised for-
mer president Ronald Rear.n.
who ordered an air attack on
Libya in 1986 in retaliation for
the bombing of a Berlin dis-
cotheque in which two US ser-
vicemen were killed. Libya saiu
37 people, including Gaddafi's
adopted daughter, were killed in

&

"Clinton is not Reagan, who

'was ridiculous, an idiot, ag-
gressive and hehaved like a
'| cowboy," he said.



