BBC told

BSF starts
~ push-in
in small

groups
Star Monitoring

The Indian Border Security
Force [BSF] yesterday admitted
that it has started pushing-in
the so-called Bangladeshis
through the border of West Ben-
gal, the BBC reported last night.

“The BSF is bound to send
them back to their country after
their identification in different
states of India, particularly af-
ter issuance of a court order in

this regard.,” MS Tathore, Act-
See Page 12 Col 1

Flag meeting at
Hili: Situation
now normal

DINAJPUR, Aug 26: The sit-
uation in the Hili border, bat-
tered by mortar and heavy gun
fires by the Indian Border Secu-
rity. Force (BSF), returned to
normalcy tonight as a BDR-BSF
flag meeting agreed to cease
hostilities, reports UNB.

The flag meeting, held at the
‘'no-man’'s land’, lasted about
seven hours. BDR local com-
mander Col Anis headed the
Bangladesh team while DIG
Shri YP Ahluwalia led the BSF
in the flag meeting.

Sources said the Indian side
at the meeting complained that
five BSF men. including an in-
spector, was killed in the fight-
ing.

g1'3121'111 sources said the BSF

See page 11
Delwar Hossain says

Depositing of
resignation

letters delayed

due to flood
By Nazmul Ashraf

The worsening flood situa-
tion is delaying the process of
depositing BNFP lawmalers' let-
ters of resignation from the
Jatiya Sangsad withg arty chief

pPpos

and Leader ﬂf the ition
Begum Khaleda Zia, ﬂppusiﬂnn
Chief Whip Khandakar Delwar
Hossain has said.

Talking to The Daily Star
Tuesday night. Hossain, who is
coordinating the move said that
he and other p whips were
facing problems in maintain-
ing contacts with the BNP MPs,
now busy conducting relief op-
erations at different flood-hit
areas of the country.

See page 11
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Emergency flood aid

Hang!adesh yesterday sought
foreign assistance of 508. 3'?!
million US dollars and 1:38
million MT of food for emer-
ency relief and post-flood re-
abilitation programme, re-
ports UNB.

Al a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of the donor coun-
tries and agencies in the city
Kﬂ:stcrday morning, Finance

inister SAMS Kibria said the
dwastating flood has caused an
economic disaster in the coun-
try.

"This has become an emer-
ﬁency now and our government

as decided to seek foreign as-
sistance to combat the situa-
tion," he said.

This year's flood is not only
a natural calamity but as devas-
tating as the 1988 floods, he
said. "It is an economic disaster.
It is causing disruption in all

Donors urged to
provide $508m,
- 1.38m MT food

-s0r1s of economic activities and
Is Illu:i to continue for the next
4 days.” Kibria told the
{1mmr5.

He sald nothing is spared in
the aflected areas because of the
unprecedented lengthy flood.
“Atl the initial stage. it was a
natural flood like other years
and we had the capability to
cope with it. But, right now. it is
not just possible.”

Seeking quick response and
delivery n{Ecummitmenls by the
donors, the Finance Minister
said that although the post-
flood rehabilitation activities
would continue till the end of
the year. the agricultural activi-
ties ‘will start immediately as
S00n as the water recedes:

Agriculture, food, communi-
cations, fisheries, livestock.
health. education, family plan-

See Pape 12 Col

There is no sign of early im-
provement in tht overall ﬂu-nd
situation as the ‘exceptional
high tide' persisted in the Bay of
Bengal, agencies quoting offi-
cial sources said yesterday.

New areas in the central part
of the country were inundated
and thousands of families in
seven district h:adquart:ra
have been marooned

Flood situation in Chand-
E‘ur Narayanganj, Munshiganj,

adaripur, Shariatpur and
Chapalnawabganj towns: dete-
riorated further while fresh ar-
eas of Gopalganj town went un-
der water.

Disaster Management and
Relief Ministry officials said
flood situation deteriorated in
15 districts, remained static in
five and was improving in 10
districts. Situation in 15 other
ﬂnnid-hit districts became nor-
mal.

Officials said the worst hit
15 districts are Dhaka,
Nara¥angan. Munshiganj.
Gopalganj arshingdi, My-
mensingh, Faridpur. Rajbari,
Madaripur. Shariatpur. Cha-
painawabganj. Pabna, Ra-
jshahi, Comilla and Chandpur.

They said situation re-
mained static in Gazipur, Bo-
gra. Habiganj, Luxmipur and
Brahmanbaria while it regis-
tered slight improvement in
Manikganj. Kishoreganj. Sher-

See Page 12 Col 5
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Flood situation in Dhaka city may worsen further

WAITING FOR THE TURN Flm}d vmtlma in a lung queue for rehef at a flood Ehelter in the c:ltys Mirpur area

yesterday.

— Star photo

JS body stresses jail reforms

Munim committee
suggestions must be
implemented

By Nurul Kabir

There are more than 49
thousand prisoners in the coun-
Lrﬁs 40 jails. 67 per cent of

om dare undertrial prisoners.

This was disclosed at a meet-
ing of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Home
Ministry, held yesterday,

-- The -meeting. was- also told
that the 40 jails — eight central
jails and 32 district jails — have
the capacity to accommodate
only 21 thousand prisoners.
embers of the Parliamen-
tary body expressed concern

over the condition of prisons
and asserted that effective steps
should be taken to ensure hu-
man rights inside the jails;
meeling sources:said.

They stressed the need for
“full implementation” of the
T‘E‘LUII]II][’]H]:]I]DI]E oIl jﬂil Fe-

fjormm made- imrthe Justice Mu- -

nim Committee report. placed

before the government in the

80's. They also stressed the need

for making significant changes

in the:Jail Code to ensure hu-
See Page 12 Col 8

Rubel Murder Case

More policemen may have
been involved: CID

By Staff Correspondent

Some more police personnel
may have been involved in
Rubel's murder, according to
CID officials investigating the
murder of the university stu-
dent in DB custody on July 23.

The CID is investigating into
the murder case lodged with
Ramna thana by Abdur Rab, fa-
ther of the victim. Seven DB
men were accused in the case,

One Amir Hussain who was
in DB custody during the time
Rubel was taken there, recorded
a judicial statement under Sec-
tion 164 of the CrPC yesterday,
officials close to the investiga-

tion said.
Hayatul Islam Thakur, one
of the accused detained in jail.

was seen torturing Rubel, the of-
ficials said guoting Hussain's
statement. Hussain said that
DB officials took Rubel out of
their office once and brought
him back again, the sources
added.
Rubel was sweating and
Eantlng when he was brought
ack to the DB office, the
sources said referring to Hus-
sain's statement. Hussain is an
accused in a case lodged by the
Dhanmandi thana and was ar-
rested by the DB on that day.,
UNB adds: CID investigators
ﬁeaterda}r collected samples of
and writing of SI Hayatul Is-
lam Thakur and his wife to

See page 11

Nazrul’s death
anniversary
today
By Staff Correspondent
The 22nd anniversary of

death of national poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam will be observed
all over the country today.

The 'Nazrul Birth Centenary
Observance Committee' has

taken up a two-day programme
beginning today on the occa-

sion.

Discussion meetings and
cultural functions will held
al the National Museum audito-
rium in the city. Youth, Sports

See Page 12 Col 6
Musa's body
Chemical test
to follow

autopsy

By Staff Correspondent

The exhumed body of Musa
was sent to Chemical Testing
Laboratory at Mohakhali in the
city after its autopsy at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) morgue yesterday.

Police exhumed Musa's body
from Azimpur graveyard on

See Page 12 Col 4

TUs protest move to set up pvt terminal

Six-hr strike at Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG,. Aug 26: All
activities including cargo han-
dling came to a halt at Chit-
tagong port as the coalition of
22 trade union bodies observed

six hours’ work abstention

from 8 am today, Port sources
said.

The work abstention pro-

gramime was observed in protest

against the government's per-
mission to an American. con-
sortium. Stevedoring Services
of America {SSA}, for setting u

of private container terminals

in Dhaka and Chittagong. Later

at a rally at the port. the trade
union leaders announced a 24-
hour work abstention on
September 22,

+ Sald. Import and ex

RELIANCE INSURANCE LIMITED

Head Office :

BSB Building, 8, RAJUK Avenue

Dhaka-1000.

ANNOUNCEMENT

We have the pleasure to announce that

for the convenience of our valued clients
we have Iintroduced 'Auto Hunting

facility in

our 5

(five)-line PABX

telephone system. You are requested to

Kindly note that the access number to
PABX is 9560105.

The coalition earlier ob-
served work abstention for four
hours last month as part of
their movement opposing the
government decision.

About 24 cargo vessels an-
chored at the port jetties suf-
fered huge economic losses due
to suspension of loading and
unloading work, the sources
port trade
was also badly alfected, they
said.

Tnd? s work abstention was
planned for nine hours till 5

m, but work resumed at 2
ollowing a request from the
Mayor o Chittagnn City Cor-
poration in view of the flood
situation.

Port employees and workers
held a rally. Mayor Mohiuddin
Chowdhury who earlier ex-
pressed his support to the

See Page 12 Col 6'

2 dacoits killed in
gunbattle with

police in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 26: Two da-
coits were killed and two others
injured in a gunbattle with po-
lice near Senerbazar area under
Bakerganj thana of the district
at about {Jm last night.

Police also recovered one re-
volver with two rounds of bul-
lets from an injured dacoit, and
two rifles looted earlier from a

assenger launch, according to
affic Police (RTP) here.

See Page 12 Col 6

President regrets at seminar in city

Democracy can't work when there
1S govt-opposition ‘animosity

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, regretting the animos-
ity between the ruling party and
the opposition, yesterday said
there must be consensus among
them on major national issues
to make democracy function-
ing, reports UNB,

"To make a democratic sys-
tem work, there must be con-
sensus on major national is-
sues between political
through debate, discussion and
tolerance of each other's views,
"But in our case there is no such
consensus.” he told a seminar

parties.

on “The role of media in good
governance”, organised to mark
the 10th founding anniversary
of the Unite News of
Bangladesh (UNB) yesterday af-
ternoon.

It was addressed by Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman;
Barrister Syed Ishtiag Ahmed,
Prof Sirajul Islam Chowdhury
and former editor of the

operation: between the ruling
and opposition parties and that
is-why in Enﬁland they are re-
spectively called Her Majesty's
Government and Her Majesty's
Opposition.

"But, in our case; there is no
cooperation between the gov-
ernment and the opposition.
Instead of cooperation, we see
bitter anlmusity between

Bamngladesh Observer. Obaidel them.’

Hugll

Ihe President sajd under
parliamentary system, democ-
racy can work only on close co-

Shahabuddin said all the
Farﬂes in the country speaks

oudly of consensus but seek it
See page 11 -

3 of a family
electrocuted

in flood-hit

(Goran
By Staft Correspondent

A couple and their four-year-
old daughter were electrocuted
at their house in city’'s flood af-
fected Dakhin Goran yesterday.

Police identified the dead as
Abdul Jalil Newaz, 45, report-
edly a school teacher, Fatema
Newaz, 35, and their daughter
Farzana Shila.

This was the second such in-
cident in six days. Earlier on
Friday. five persons of a famil
were electrocuted at a flood af-
fected slum at West Razabazar.

Hospital sources quoting
neighbours. said that yester-

See Page 12 Col 4
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