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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-101

v" Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Ty Duily Str
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm,
A:ﬁ 28, '98, and draw
o afterwards

1 | Whatis the name of Brazil's
new soccer coach?

| Zagallo Parrdra
2 | Whq was the player-of-the
match in the fifth Test at

Headingley?
_Butcher Donald Stewarl

3| How many Tests will
Australia play in Pakistan?

One Two Three

4| Who is the No 1 on ATP
: rankings at the moment?

Rios Rafter Agassi
51 Michelle Smith has been

banned for ;
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Arjuna Ranatunga
(Sri Lankan cricket captain)
"It will be a totally different
ball-game, but we've now proved
e can win outside Asia, which
even people back home doubted
e couldd.”

Speaking after victory in the |

Former East German coach|
admits giving steroids

Emirates triangular one-day"
series final against England at
Lord's. |

Tiger Cup
kicks oft
tomorrow

HANOI, Aug 24 (Reuters):
Holders Thailand and hosts
Vietnam are joint favourites for
the eight-team Tiger Cup, a
tournament for Southeast
Asian nations, starting on Wed-
nesday.

Myanmar, Laos, Singapore
and the Philippines all quali-
fied. Indonesia, Vietnam, Thai-
land and Malaysia gained
automatic entry after reachin
the semifinals of the inaugural’
event in Singapore two years
ago.

Thailand. the leading team
in the region for the last five
years, beat Malaysia in the
1996 final. They could well tri-
umph n on September 5.

Thailand's Group A oppo-
nents are resurgent Myanmar,
narrow qualifiers the Philip-
pines and an Indonesian side in
disarray amid social and eco-
nomic crisis at home.

If Thailand finish top of the
group as expected they will play
the Group B runners-up.

The German 4x400 metres relay te .
Silvia Rieger acknowledges the crowds applause after their

.........

Athletics Championships on August 23.

am of (L-R) Uta Rohlnder, Grit Breuer, Anke Feller
triumph at the European
—AFP photo
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Coates calls for stiffer

dop

SYDNEY, Aug 24:
Australian Olym-
w pic Committee

chief John Coates
has called UtI;

governments

raise the penalties for serious
sports drug offences to match
penalties for dangerous
narcotics such as heroin, re-

ports A
If the AOC plan is adopted,
of traffickin

those guilty

commercial quantities o
sports drugs such as anabolic
steroids could face life impris-
onment.

Coates released a report
Monday which he has sent to
national and state governments
and leading sports figures in-
cluding International Olympic
Committee president Juan An-
tonio Samaranch. The docu-
ment backed, with details, a
call by Australian 10C Kevan
Gosper last week in Lausanne
for governments to join the war

st s drugs.

"Australian has an oppor-
tunity to lead the world in this
regard with the staging of the
2&0 Olympics in Sydney and
the current international focus
on doping in sport," Coates told

1

a news conference. "Now is the
time to act. If we're to ensure
that the 2000 (Sydney)
Olympics are not remembered
as the drug games immediate
action is required.”

The AOC has discussed its
plan with the Sydney Olympic

Organi Committee and with
105 m?mngers Gosper and Phil

Coles. It sent a copy of its pro-
sal to Prime Minister John
oward and the leaders of all
Australian states and territo-
ries.

The AOC has focused on
three areas of sports drugs and
says penalties for possession,
manufacture and trafficking of
these drugs should draw the
same penalties as serious nar-
cotics such as heroin and co-
caine.

Coates said the three hard
drug classes were anabolic an-
drogenic steroids. Beta 2 ago-
nists (other than asthma medi-
cations) and peptide and glyco-

rotein hormones and ana-
ogues.

g]L‘l"l"l'u.". current ceiling for fines
for importation of sports drugs
is about 30,000 US while the
maximum for narcotics is life.
Chinese swimmer Yuan Yuan

ng penalties

altempted to illegally import

enou rowth hormones to
sup F 20 athletes before the
World Championships earlier

this year but escaped withoul a
fine and was allowed to enter
the country.

Under the AOC plan Yuan
would have faced a maximum
penalty of 25 years jail.

"She should have at least
faced the courts.” Coales said.

The AOC report said a magis-
trate in the Victoria state re-
cently applied the maximum al-
lowable penalty of 5,000 Aus-
tralian (3,000 dollars) on two
men caught Im&:orung steroids
worth 900,000 Australian
(525,000 dollars).

*That makes it a worthwhile
risk for these dealers to deal in
the sports instead of risk-
ing the penalties from nar-
cotics," said AOC lawyer Simon
Rofe.

Rofe said the governments
could add the hard sports drugs
into the same category as nar-
cotics within legislation. He
said the laws could be drafted
within a month, with the
biggest delay being getting the
laws into the parliamentary

agenda.

BERLIN. Aug 24
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): A former Ea-
st German sporls
coach on ;é'ial fg
do mitt
F#;gt he had
steroids to female

on Monda
administe
SWIIMIMers,

Rolf Glaeser made a state-
ment to a Berlin court in which
he confessed having given pills
containing the banned drug
Oral-Turinabol.

Glaeser, one of six swim-
mimg officials whose trial
opened in March, apologised for
his role in the former commu-
nist state's doping policy.

"l want to apologise sin-
cerely for what happened to
them (the swimmers) during the
long years they were under my
guidance,” Glaeser told the
court.

The six, who worked for
Berlin club Dynamo, stand ac-
cused of damagi
female swimmers by hring
them steroids in the 1970s an
1980s.

Glaeser said the pills were
handed to him by doctor Dieter

SIXNO TRUMPS

ng the health of.

Binus, also on trial.

Binus admitted last month
that he had given athletes in his
care tablets containing an-
abolic steroids. but said that he
believed the dosages -- a maxi-
mum of lﬁﬂgﬂ mng;%rgmmcs

-- nad not anger-
ﬁmﬂr health.

Glaeser and Binus -- the only
two officials to have testified so
far -- had their cases separated
from those of the others on trial
by presiding judge Hans-Georg
Braeutigam, which could lead to
a swifter verdict for the pair.

Christiane Sommer. one of
the swimmers who trained with
Glaeser, said: "l aknowledge his
apology and 1 must now think it
over and decide how | react to
it.”

A similar trial of five offi-
cials who worked for another
Berlin club, TSC, ended last
week when three of those ac-
cused were convicted of damag-
ing the health of their charges
and fined up to 27,000 marks
(S15,000). The other two were
also fined but had the cases
against them dropped.

Wolfsburg hold

The verdicts marked a flirst

milestone in German prosecu-
tors’ long campaign to bring to
book top sports o
widespread doping practised in
East any

East German coaches admit-

ted several years ago that sys-
tematic doping played an im-

portant role in the state's re-
markable achievements in the
1970s and 1980s, when rting

success was used as a vehicle to

promote the cause of commu-
nism.

But investigations by Ger-

man public prosecutors into the

abuse of banned perforrmance-
enhancing substances in the

GDR did not bring the subject to

court until last March.
Prosecutors argue that in

some cases the dru%ls led to seri-
ous problems with muscular

growth and that some of the
switnmers suflered irreversible
damage. such as infertility.

They say that at the begin-
ning of every training year the
trainers and doctors of each
club used to compile a list of
swimmers who would receive
the drugs.

The prosecutors, from a spe-
cial team probing crimes linked
to German unification, say the

Sport
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cials for the

| Johnson, Greene

“head the list

LAUSANNE, Aug 24: World
and Olympic 400m champion
Michael Johnson and sprint
king Maurice Greene will vie for
centrestage when the European
Grand Prix circuit resumes here
tomorrow, reports AFP.

Organisers hope a string of
world-class Americans will in-

-spire the fans at the "athletis-

siam" meeting. With many of
Europe's best sidestepping the
event to recover from the just
concluded European Champi-
onships.

The men’'s sprints. with
Greene, Trinidad's 200m world
champion Ato Boldon and
newly-crowned 200m African
champion Frankie Fredericks
to the fore, promise some fine
action.

The one absence will be
Canadian Olympic '100m
champion Donovan Bailey,
who is recovering after injury.

The women's 100m, how-
ever, will not see the match-up
everybody would like to see-
world champion Marion Jones
of the United States, so domi-
nant over the distance, against
Christine Arron of France, a-
major star in the making alter
taking the European title in
record time.

Arron, who also anchored
the French 4x100m relay to

old, is due to rest after her
eroics in Budapest and will be
absent.

The top women’'s event is
likely to come in the 400m
hurdles. With American Kim
Batten. the world record holder,
taking on Jamaican Deon
Hemmings, the Olympic cham-

fon, and Morocco's Nezha
idouance, the world cham-
pion.

Other levmpic champions
on how will be high hurdler
Allen Johnson of the US, Rus-
sia's Sevetlana Masterkva and
Nourredine Morceli of Algeria.

Security in
Sydney Games
at stake

SYDNEY, Aug 24: Sydney
Olympic security plannin% in-
cluding the protection of VIPs.
may be impeded by tension be-
lween Australian governments
over funding, an official report
warned Monday, reports AP.

The Auditor-General's reporl
into the Commonwealth’s secu
rity arrangements for the
Olympics said lengthy and ol-
ten bitter talks on cost-sharing
for the Games may be hamper-
ing security planning between
the federal and New South
Wales state governments.

The report, tabled out of ses-
sion in parliament Monday.
said overall security planning
had se far been-eflective, "But
there is scope for improvemern!
in respect of specific issues.”

"The absence of a memoran-
dum of understanding between
the commonwealth and NSW
governments is seen as an im-
portant threshold issue.” the
report said. "Similarly, the lack
ol agreement on cost-sharing
arr ments may be impeding
the ability of agencies to plan
cl'l'ﬁwcly." v

e governments were urg
to try harder.

“More work should be done
to integrate the criminal and
national security intelligence
functions and to maximize the
opportunities for analytical
interaction and coordination at
the Commonwealth level,” the
report said.

Pointing to Sydney Airport
as a key security concern; the
report said greater liaison was
needed on counter-terrorism
responses at the airport. Closer
ties were also required for bor-
der control and the protection
of visiting dignitaries.

The federal government in
its May budget, made a provi-
sional allocation of up to 32
million Australian dollars
(18.5 million dollars) to the
Olympics organisers but tied it
to the outcome of talks with the
NSW government.

A spokesman for Sports
Minister Andrew Thomson said
Eundin%cncgnualinns had re-
cently been resumed after a
seven week silence from the
NSW government.

A spokesmant

‘tional
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Paes sets new targets

for Indian tennis

NEW DELHI, Au
discoveries always
accident.

If Naresh Kumar, then Indi-
a's Davis Cup captain, had not
asked a 16-year-old boy who
had Aust returned after losing
the Australian Opén Elrlelfmm fi-
nal to play a few sets before the
Davis Cup tie against Japan in
1990 in the northern city of
Chandigarh, one would not
have known what course Indian
tennis would have taken.

Kumar's efforts have paid.
Leander Paes, now a strapping
25-year-old, outdid world's best
Pete Sampras earlier in the
week in the Pilot Pen Interna-
tournament at New
Haven in the US. He had earlier
in the week humbled Swiss
Olympic gold-medalist Marc
Rosset and French Open cham-
pion Sergei Bruguera of Spain
as well. Paes, who ranked ex-
actly 100 on the ATP list, can
now hope to go nd his pre-
vious best ranking of 98 and
possibly into the top 70. Paes'
dream run came to an end when
he met Goran Ivanisevic and
went down to the big-serving
Croat in the quarterfinals.

Paes will surely remember
the advice Kumar gave him

24 Great
appen by

eight years ago. That was the .

time when the huge chasm leit
by the retirement of Vijay and

hok Amritraj and mesh

shnan's seeming mabllitﬁ to
take time off for Davis Cup had
the game touching poverty lev-
els as far as talent was con-

cerned.
Paes not only played a cou-
umar took a

ple of sets but

put him in the dou-

Eamhle and

les along with Zeeshan Ali,
then ranked number one in the
country. :

Eight on, Indian fen-
nis revolves around the same
Paes, now a mature man,
and another chance discovery,
Mahesh Bhupathi, who was
quickly drafted into the team
after a couple of wins in the
satellite circuit. Bhupathi
learnt most of his tennis in the
Gulf where his father, CGK Bhu-
pathi, worked as a banker.

Paes went on to carve some
of the most magnificent Davis
Cup wins in recent times, but
somehow failed to translate
that success on the ATP tour
where his performances swung
between the mediocre and the
mundane.

He won his first Tour title af-
ter eight years of struggle when
he won the Hall of Fame tour-

‘comfortably

nament in Newport, Rhode Is-
land, in Julv. Elsewhere, he and
his Davis Cup teammate Bhu-
pathi became one of the hottest
properties on the Tour even as
they won one doubles title after
the other, climbing up the ATP
rankings from the obscure 100s
to the top five in the world.

: iy S i
LEANDER PAES

They almost won the world
doubles title in Hartford, Con-
necticut, last year but lost in the
final.. Soon they came to be
known as "the Indian Express,”
entering the doubles semifinals
of three consecutive Grand
Slams beginning from the US
Open last I1,]r~'::1.'ar, the Australian
Open and the French Open.

At the moment, they are
ranked third as a team and are
laced in the to
ten in individual doubles, while
Paes cracked the 100 for the
second time after he was on
song at the Pilot Pen Interna-
tional recently. Well, Indian
tennis never had it so good after
the high of the '70s and '80s

when the Amritraj and Krish- .

nan were indeed part of the
cream of world tennis.

However, the biggest irony of
Indian tennis has been that
none of the greats mentioned,

with the exception of Paes, has .

been a product of any system,
They made it on their own
steam, while Paes was one of
the first players who made it big
through the tennis academies
formed to hone talent,
Unfurlunatelly. the
academies, by and large, failed
to deliver what they had
promised. They may have spot-
ted the right talent but the

backup system was so bad that
many potential stars learnt just
enough tennis to land a schol-
arship in the US.

Despite the odfls, Indian
tennis may not face a drought
by the turn of the century. There
is a bunch of juniors coming up.
Among them are Vijay Kannan,
the national junior champion
and ranked 60th in the Inter-
national Tennis Federation
(ITF) éunlnr rankings: Manoj
Mahadevan, a trainee at Krish-
nan's tennis centre in the
southern city of Chennai; and
Sunil Kumar and Akshay
Vishal Rao who are trainees at
the Punwire-sponsored aca-
demy in Chandigarh.

Among women, there is
Nirupama Vaidyanathan wag-
ing a lone battle on the Women's
Tennis Association (WTA) Tour,
She became the first Indian
woman to win a round at a
Grand Slam when she won the
first round at the Australian
Open this year. Now ranked
around 160, she is the highest
ever Indian on the Tour and has
enough depth in her to at least
crack the top 100,

Manisha Malhotra, a mem-
ber of India's Federation Cup
squad, recently made a huge
jump in WTA rankings when
she catapulted from 900 to
around 650 after reaching the
final of a Satellite event in
Britain.

But the best thing to happen
tn[|un1c:rs in the country is the
All India Tennis Association's
(AITA) decision to decentralise
the training scheme, which was
earlier centralised at the
Dharm Hinduja All India Ten-
nis Association (DHAITA)
academy in Delhi. |

Now, the AITA has chosen
centres in major cities to pick
and train juniors with the as-
sociation's funding. Each
trainee will be paid 100,000 ru-
pees (2,381 dollars) towards
their expenses, -apart [rom
funding them for playing tour-
naments abroad.

The AITA also made a major
breakthrough in getting Krish-
nan to head the junior pro-
gramme. Krishnan already
runs a centre in Chennai in one
of the centres chosen for the ju-
nior development programine,
With Krishnan's expertise and
experience, tennis buffs are
hoping that the junior pro-
gramme will thrown up fresh
talent that can sustain India's
fortunes on the world stage.

— India Abroad News Service

INDIANAPOLILS,

Aug 24: Spain’'s
Alex Corretja ov-
crcame a second-

rotind knockdown

r Y |
to come back and

kuock oul Andre Agassi in the
[inal ol the RCA cham-
pionships on Sunday, reports
Reuters.

The sixth-seeded Corretja,
runner-up at this year's French
Open, rallied for a 2-6, 6-2, 6-3
victory over the fifth seeded
American in just under two
hours to claim his third title of
the year and first victory in five
career meetings with Agassi.

“l played great tennis to beat
him. I've beaten top guys on
hardcourt before."” said the 24-
year-old from Barcelona,

After facing a near perfect

rformance from Agassi in the
irst set, Corretja hit the dock
in the sixth game of the second
when a return from assi
siruck the Spaniard on the
right shoulder.

A concerned Agassi vaulted
the net and helped his opponent
to his feet, but after Corretja
dusted himself off, the momen-
tum seemed to turn in his
favour.

“It's not a good situation for
either player.” Agassi, who had
raced through the opening and
looked on his way to his fifth ti-
tle of the year, said of the acci-
dental knockdown.

"We both had to deal with it,
but I'd rather be on my end than

RPRRCERTERE
v %
.
R

ALEX CORRETJA
well as he did in the first set he
would deserve to win easily.

"I couldn’t do anything at the
start, he was playinﬁ periect
teninis. But I the second set 1 re-
alised I was playving deeper and
he was not hitting as hard.”
added Corretja.

"After the first set, 1 just
waited for my chance.”

Agassi still had a chance to

regain the upper hand in the
third set, but he failed to con-

clare Himself a realistic threat
at the upcoming US Open.

Despite the loss, Agassi, who
won two titles earlier in the
summer hardcourt season, also
likes his chances for the final
Grand Slam of the year.

"] feel good about my prepa-
ration. I have to be smart this
week and do the right thing. |
have no complaints about
where my game is right now.”

ex overcomes Andre

Co;h'over:sy
over epo

PARIS, Aug 24: The drug epo
is widely used by Italian Foot-
ballers to enhance ' perfor-
mance, an Italian Olympic offi-
cial was quoted as saying on
Sunday, reports AFP.

Sandro Donati, manager of
the scientific research centre
run by the Italian Olympic
Committee (CONI), was quoted
in a French newspaper as say-
ing that an ongoing judicial
probe into dm%;takjng in Italy
would confirm the use of Epo.

He told Le Journal du Di-
manche: "The situation Is with-
out doubt worse in the clubs in
the Calcio (Italian League) than
in other countries.”

Epo is employed in medicine
to treat kidney disease but it
can also be used to increase
oxygen-carrying red blood cell
levels, helping to improve en-
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