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Thabo Mbeki during talks on the Congo crisis at the

Union Buildings in Pretoria, Sunday.
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A}afﬁt -le-aVEs fOI‘ .OSIO: Palestinian

yesterday for Oslo to attend
ceremonies marking the fifth anniversary of the first Israeli-
peace accord and possibly engage in_negotiations aimed at

the troubled peace process

Nabil Abu Rudina, an Arafat s?ukesman.
Palestinian leader could discuss the stall
with US mediator Dennis Rose during his stay in the

» L
Suharto's son-in-law fired: as
nior general who is the son-in-law of former President Suharto
was fired on Monday amid suspicion he ordered the
kidnappings of political activists, AP says from Jakarta.

Lt Gen. Prabowo Subianto is a former chief of Indonesia's
special forces, which have been implicated in abductions and
torture of Suharto's opponents since last year. Wiranto did not
rule out a court-martial of Prabowo if evidence of his
involvement emerges in the case aﬁainst 10 lower-ranking
soldiers arrested in connection with t

L] L L] -
2 Russian children dlembuspl
bus carrying children plunged off an emmbankmen
southern Russia, killing at least two youngsters, the Interfax
news agency reported. AP says from Moscow.

Five other people were injured in the accident in the Tuapse
district of Krasnodar region, about 1200 km south of Moscow,
- Interfax said, citing the Ministry of Emergency situations. No

Linh, 46, was arrested last October after run-
ning a series of stories into alleged
particularly relating to a deal to buy used
high-speed boats from Ukraine.

King Fahd hosp _
Fahd was hospitalised late Sunday less than two weeks after
belgll_ﬁdischarged. diplomats said, AP re

e‘king, who is in his mid-70s, had his gallbladder removed
by a medical team led by a US surgeon on August 12. King Fahd
was admitted to King Faisal Specialist Hospital in the capital,
Riyadh, diplomats said on customary condition of anﬂn}rmlir]t_ly.
They gave no further details about his condition. Hospital offi-
cials were not avatlable for comment: '

Blast kills 2 in Algeria: 4 treman

guard died Sunday when an explosion and a fire
plant in eastern Algiers, state
police, AFP reports from Algiers,

The cause of the blast was not immediately known, but
emergenciv workers at the scene believe it may have been caused
tration of oil or gas into the water. the

occurred at a water treatment

—AP/UNB Photo
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Editor to face trial in Vietnam:
The former editor of the state-controlled business newspaper
Enterprise will go on trial September 10 for revealing state
secrets, a Hanoi court official said Monday. AP reports from

graft at the General Depart-

italised: saudiking
rts from Dubai.

radio reported.

Tainted liquor kills 45,
blinds 100 in Tamil Nadu

NEW DELHI, Aug 24: Tainted
lif.{uur served at a village party
killed 45 people, blinded 25 and
put at least 100 others in hospi-
tal is south India, domestic
news agencies reported Mon-
day, reports AP,

The dead included eight
women in Paruveedhi village in
the state of Tamil Nadu where

otent locally brewed liquor

e
serve a large gathering Sat-
urday night. re.-;ags Trusi %l" In-
dia quoted police as saying.

Five people died Monday and
20 more were in serious condi-
tion, United News of India said.

The drink was believed to be
a locally made arrack laced
with methyl alcohol to make it
more potent, PTI quoted senior
police official Shakeel Akhtar
as saying. ;

Eight people have been ar:
rested for manufacturing and
selling the liquor. At least 30
policemen have been suspended
in connection with the tragedy,
PTI said, but did not give details
of the charges against him.

e shop was

Liqluur poisonings occur fre-
quently in India. Unauthorized
manufacturers mix methyl al-
cohol with their homemade
brew to Elv: it ' more punch, but
too much can affect the nervous

system, causing blindness or
death,

Homemade liquor is cheaper
than the cheapest brand sold at
authorized shops. Increasing
alcohol deaths have also pro-
voked a violent movement for
prohibition in several states in
recent years. ~

Village women armed with
brooms have publicly thrashed
drunkard husbands and pick-
eted liquor shops, but two

rovinces which officially

anned liquor had to withdraw
the move last year after huge
tax losses to the government.

Union Law Minister M
Thambi Durai, who visited the
hospital, demanded the resig-
nation of Chief Minister
Karunanidhi owning moral re-
sponsibility for the August 22
incident near Hosr.

International =

Rebels suffer major setback

in bid to oust Kabila

KINSHASA, Aug 24: Rebel

forces pushing to topple Presi-
dent Laurent Kabila suffered
their first major military set-

back when Kabila's Angolan al-

lies on Sunday captured a key

rebel stronghold in western

| _ Congo, reports AP.

e rebels acknowledged the
loss, but countered by saying
they would continue their drive
toward the capital, Kinshasa,
and had also taken control of
the important eastern city of
Kisangani.

The strategic Angolan vic-
tory was a boost for Kabila, but
it also threatens to transform
Congo into a ci::mxy battlefield
for a regionwide war of shifting

‘alliances.

Using tanks and backed by
air support, Angolan forces
took the a rebel-controlled air-
base at Kitona, near the At-
lantic coastline. The move ef-
fectively cut off the rebels from
their rear supply base.

Congo's Information Minis-
ter Didier Mumengi confirmed

the deployment of Angolan
troops.

Quoting an unidentified An-
golan military source, the Por-
tuguese news agency Lusa re-
ported Sunday that Kabila's
troops, aided by Angolan sol-
diers, had moved on from Ki-
tona to capture the nearby
towns of Munada and Banana
and then to Boma, about 100
Kilometres to the east.

The report said the soldiers
captured Matadi, Congo's only

ocean-going port on the Congo
River and an important strate-
gic target, on Sunday.

The report could not be inde-
pendently confirmed.

Government officials de-
clined to make detailed com-
ment, but Health Minister
Jean-Baptiste Sondgi said that:
"There's fighting in the area, |
can't give exact detalls. There

will be an important an-
nouncement tomorrow."

The rebels are caught be- .

tween two foreign forces fight-
ing on behalf of Kablla. The An-
iil:rana to the southwest and
mbabwean soldiers deployed
last week now shoring up %n-
shasa's southern defenses.
Rwanda and Uganda — in
support of the rebels — have re-
peatedly warned Zimbabwe and
Angola not to get involved,
threatening direct retaliatory

intervention if they don't with-
draw,

Zimbabwe, having extended
more than dirs 200 million in
military credits to Congo, has a
financial stake in Kabila's gov-
ernment. Angola's involvement
may be partiall
concern that Congo's rebels
could link up with Angola's
UNITA insurgent movement.

Kabila, meanwhile, remains
holed up at his residence in the

driven by a

southern city of Lubumbashi —
the president's former rebel
stronghold, Information Min-
ister Mumengi said. Bezima
Karaha, Kabila's former foreign
minister who fled to the rebel

side, said the fall of Kitona was
actually a "tactical with-
drawal.”

But Karaha said the news
was not all bad for the rebels,
clai rebel fighters had cap-
tured Kisangani, Congo's third-
largest city. That claim could

- not be independently con-

firmed.

The insurgents, who accused
Kabila of power-grabbing, trib-
alism and mismanagement,
have pushed to within 30 kilo-
meters (18 miles) of Kinshasa.
In South African, mean-
while, President Nelson Man-
dela continued efforts to salvage
peace talks, despite the absence
of Kabila and Zimbabwe's

President Robert Mugabe.

“Lawyer among

5 shot dead in
Karachi

KARACHI, Aug 24: Five peo-
ple including a lawyer and two
political activists have been
shot dead in Pakistan's vio-
lence-plagued largest city ol
Haracﬁl, olice and part
sources said today, reports :

The lawyer was killed in the
main business district of Sad-
dar while two activists from
MQM-Hagqiqi, a breakaway fac-
tion of an influential ethnic
party, were shot dead in the

easlern Shah Faisal colony.
they said.

Two people were killed else-
where in the city overnight.

The lawyer, Hasnian Abbas,
38, was shot by two motorcycle
riders while waiting for public
transport and died in hospital.
police said. The motive was not
immediately known.

MQM-Haqiqi accused police
of "executing” its two activists
during raids, saying officers
colluded with its rival the Mut-

tahida Qaumi Movement
IMQM). Police denied the
charge.

Following ‘the killing of the
activists, groups of armed men
forced shopkeepers to close
their business in the area.

India assures
Iraq of support
on UN sanctions

+BAGHDAD, Aug 24:. Iragt
President Saddam Hussein met
India parliamentary Speaker
GMC Balayogi on Sunday, who
assured him of India's support
over the UN sanctions, Iraq's
official INA news agency said,
reports AFP.

Balayogi assured the Presi-
dent that "the government and
I)cople of India support Irag's
egitimate demand for the lift-
ing of the embargo” im af-
ter Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in

1990.
Tne tndian diplomat also

met Iraqi arliamentary
Speaker Saadun Hammadi,
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq
Aziz and Health and Industry
Ministers during his visit.

Iraq suspended cooperation
with UN arms monitors on Au-

gust 5, demanding restructuri
of UNSCOM to lessen US “dnn?!z

inance” of it and lifting of the

UN sanctions imposed on
Baghdad.

he UN Security Council

called Iraq's decision "totally
unacceptable.”

For eloping with
Muslim boy...

NEW DELHI, Aug 24: A Hindu
father strangled his daughter to
death for eloping with a Muslim
boy and calmly surrendered to
the police, it was reported to-
day, says AFPF.

Surender Singh Solanki was
arrested on Sunday on charges
of murdering his daughter,
Meenu, who had eloped with a

Muslim boy in May but returned

to a relative's home recently.

The Hindustan Times said
Solanki, on realising his
daughter's whereabouts,
marched into the relative's
home and strangled her while
the family looked on in horror.

Hindu-Muslim marriages
are rare in Hindu-majority In-
dia, where Muslims form the
largest minority.

hospitality Afghanistan’s Tal-
tban rulers have extended
Osama bin Laden cooled Sun-
day, days after American mis-
siles hit an area in the eastern
of the country where he is ac-
cused of traimng]: an interna-
tional army of Islamic milj-
tants, reports AP.

Taliban spokesman Mullah
Abdullah. reached on satellite
telephone in the Taliban
stronghold of Kandahar.
Afghanistan, said bin Laden
would be allowed to travel onl
5 : Ta!ihan=cantru!l:t¥
Afghanistan and he will be pro-
vided security by Taliban fight-
ers

Abdullah described it as a
security measure, but it
amounted to a restriction on

the movements of bin Laden.
whom Washington blames for
the Aug 7 bombings of US em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania.
The United States launched
missiles Thursday at what offi-
cials described as a bin Laden
military training camp.

In an interview with the BBC
Sunday, supreme Taliban
leader Mullah Omar expressed
displeasure with reported
statements from bin Laden that
called for Muslims to strike at
the United States.

Omar was quoted as saying
he was sending an envoy to bin
Laden, in an unknown location
in Afghanistan, to make clear
the Taliban would speak for
themselves about how to re-
spond to US action in their

country.

| Taliban restrict Bin Laden's
movements

ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: The

The statements Sunday
clearly indicated unhappiness
with bin Laden. But after the US
missile strikes sparked large
and violent anti-American,

ro-bin Laden protests across

aliban-controlled
Afghanistan, it appeared un-
likely Omar would completely
disown” the man he has de-
scribed as an honoured guest.

Nonetheless, Taliban re-
sponse to the strikes has been
muted, an because they are
undecided of their position on
bin Laden. Omar has said bin
Laden would not be handed
over, while Taliban envoys at
the United Nations have said
they would be willing to discuss
such a solution if the United
States could prove terrorism
charges against him.

Che Bhrily Star 9

Bin Laden says

Retaliation

will target

US, Israel strategic sites

ROME. Aug 24: Islamic mili-
tants have started work on re-
taliation against the United
States, targeting US and Israeli
strategic sites and airliners, a
leading Muslim activist was
quoted as saying Sunday in a
warning he said came directly
fﬁrgm Osama bin Laden, reports

Omar Bakri
leader of a London-based Is-
lamic group known to have
connections to the Saudi dissi-
dent linked to the US embassy
bombings in Africa, read a
statement he sald was signed by
bin Laden to Italy's La Epuh-
blica newspaper:

The international Islamic
Front announces that the war
has begun. Our response to the
barbaric bombardment against
Muslims of Afghanistan and
;Sudan will be ruthless and vio-
ent.

All the Islamic world has
mobilised to strike a prominent
American or Israeli strategic
objective, to blow up their air-

Mohammed, -

planes and to seize them.”
Mohammed is head of Al-
Muhajiroun, or the Emigrants,
which says it ts the in-
terests of Muslims in the Arab
world. Bin Laden has been
known to send envoys or videos

to its rallies, bearing messages
from him.

The United States linked bin
Laden's Afghanistan-based mil-
itant network to the bombings
of the US embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania. Thursday, US
missile strikes targeted sites in
Afghanistan and Sudan al-
legedly connected with bin
Laden.

Bin Laden's whereabouts
have been uncertain since the
US attacks, although he is said
to have survived them. Mo-
hammed said the statement
came [rom Pashewar, Pakistan.

Calling the missile attacks
an “irreparable error” Clin-
ton, Mohammed said, "Our re-

sponse could happen in an
corner of the wurlc]::pt $

= —

US attack on Sudanese factory

Unanswered questions remain

KHARTOUM, Aug 24: The
mystery surrounding the
harmaceutical plant attacked
y the United States remains.
perhaps hidden with the melted
ackets of pain relievers and
ottles of antibiotics strewn
among the rubble of red brick,
splintered wood and white plas-
ter, reports AP.

The United States says the
lant was making precursors
or chemical weapons. Sudan

says no such work occurred.
But interviews with Su-
danese officials, doctors,
lawyers and plant employees
suggest some of Sudan's claims
are true; The plant produced
antiblotics and drugs for dis-
eases like malaria and tubercu-
losis; it planned to export to
Irag under UN approval. it was
privately owned and it was not
a secret installation.

Among its products was Shi-

fazole, an antibiotic to treat
parasites in animals. In Jan-
uary, the factory won a dirs
193.000 contract to ship
100,000 cartons to Iraq under a
UN exemption to sanctions im-
posed in 1990, UN documents
show. White cartons of the an-
tibiotic were scattered in the
rubble.

The plant was owned by
Salah Idris. a Sudanese busi-
nessman who has homes in
London. Saudi Arabia and
Khartoum, according to his
lawyer, Ghazi Suleiman. He
Denies Idris ever met Osama
bin Laden, the exiled Saudi
millionaire the United States
says in connected to the bomb-
ings of the US embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania,

S officials contend the

Khartoum factory belonged to a
corporation in which Bin Laden
had a stake,

~ warned the opp

'NLD plan to convene parliammt_

illegal, warns Junta

YANGON, Aug 24: Myan-
mar's military government
osition led by
Aung San Suu Kyi that its Flan
to convene parliament is illegal
and will jeopardize possible
talks with military leaders, a
overnment spokesman said
onday, reports AP.

"Such an action by any in-
dividual would be in con-
travention of Myanmar law,
and seems designed to derail the

on-going discussions between

the government and the Na-
Hnnaﬁi League for Democracy,
(NLD) said the spokesman on
condition of anonymity.

The comment came a§ Suu
Kyi. her health problems
mounting, entered the 13th day
of her roadside protest against

government restrictions on her

right to travel freely.

The Nobel Peace laureate

and three colleagues are staying
ina van on a bri 32 kilome-
tres (19 miles) west of Yangon.
They were stopped there nearly
two weeks ago by authorities.
They were attempting to travel
to the city of Bassein to meet
NLD members for the fourth
time in two months.

On Saturday, the authorities
refused permission for Suu Ky-
i's two doctors to examine her.
In earlier examinations, the
doctors said she was suffering
from low blood pressure, kidn

problems, dizziness an
urinary tract probleius.
Suu Kyl's set Aug. 21 as

~ the deadline for the military to

convene the parliament, which
was elected in 1990. The NLD

won 392 of the assembly's 485

seats.
Although it promised to
hand over power to the winners

before the polls were held, the
military refused to honour the

- result after the NLD victory.

When the military ignored

the NLD's latest deadline. the
y announced it would con-

vene parliament on its own,
Past attemptis to gather NLD
lawmakers for party mccﬂng;
were met with mass arrests
the military.

The military held out an
olive branch to the NLD earlier
this month when .Gen. Khin
Nyunt, one of the junta’s most

owerful generals, met face to
ace with Aung Shwe, the NLD
chairman, for talks,

Previous attempts at fur-
thering discussions between the
two failed, however, when the

eneral refused to include Suu
ﬁyi in the talks, something her
party — and the international

conumunity — has demanded. -

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl accompanied by his wife Hannelore, center, is welcomed by

wellwishers at the Dortmund Westfalia Hall Sunday, where his party, the Christian Demo-
cratic Union (CDU), started campaign for the national elections on September 27.

- Embassy bombings

Key suspects may -

be tried in US

NAIROBI, Aug 24: Key sus-
‘pects in the east African US
embassy bomb attacks will be
tried in the United States, The
East African Standard reported
today, quoting unnamed senior
chgan police sources, reports
AF

The rival Nation newspaper
for its part reported opposition
Kenyan leaders as calling for
the arrested suspects to be tried
in the United States.

Former vice-president Mwali
Kibaki, head of the Democratic
Party and official opposition
leader, said there was an extra-
dition treaty allowing this, and
that Kenya had not the means
to ensure counter-terrorist se-
curity du a protracted trial.

Some 257 ple died and
more than 5, were wounded

two massive car bomb ex-

sions, reportedly organised

Islamic extremists, at the US
embassies in Nairobi and Dar
es Salaam August 7.

ing areas still controlled b

Plight of Kosovo refi

SHKOZE, Yugoslavia, Aug
24: A handful of rice. A tomato,
A crust of bread. Asking
Kosovo's refugees what they've
had to eat on any particular day
is one way to measure their
tragedy, reports AP.

* . Visiting "homes" is another.

The luck
dozens to a

ones are crowded
ouse in the shrink-

the
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA)

huddling on blankets spread
over dirty wooden floors. The
less fortunate sleep in open
fields near houses.

The most hopeless cases —
an estimated 50, — are scat-
tered in the forests and moun-
tains. They fled there in past
weeks to escape a Serbian
crackdown on separatist ethnic
Albanianse that left dozens of

‘towns and villages in ruins.

And summer will soon end.
With fields left unharvested and
livestock scattered or dead,
human rights workers are
warning ol an even bigger
tragedy once the harsh Balkan

winter arrives,

"What can we do if people
stay in the hills and do not re-
turn to their homes before win-
ter? Not very much,” humani-
tarian agency worker Fernando
del Mundo said. "We are afraid
:jlj'lat people are just going to

gl !

The KLA is fighting for inde-
pendence for Kosovo, a province
of the Serb republic of Yu-
goslavia where ethnic Albani-
ans make up more than 90 per
cent of the population.

Kosovo's refugee tragedy
seems al first glance like a re-
play of the Bosnian crisis. But
while less people have been
made homeless in Kosovo, the
chances of disaster are greater.

With Bosnian front lines
relatively stable for much of
that, war, hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees were able to
settle in friendly territory rela-
tively quickly after fleeing,
That eased the task of feeding
and sheltering them.

But fighting between

U

Kosovo's ethnic Albanian
rebels and an alllance 'of Ser-
bian police and the Serb-domi-
nate
duced no such status quo.

Most weeks, several villages
go up in smoke in the hunt for
separatists, swelling the pool of
the homeless. Often aid convoys
arrive to find that the refugees
have fled somewhere else be-
cause of new fighting.

Local and international
medical workers say children
with dysentery have died be-
cause their parents feared pass-
ing Serb police checkpoints for
treatment.

Serbian authorities assert
nothing will happen to non-
combatants wanting to return
home. The refugees say other-
wise.

ram Kryezin fled his vil-
lage in the central Drenica area
a month ago, leaving fields of
wheat and corn, three cows,
several goats and some chick-
ens. The lost' harvest has left
him and his family of 10 with

Yugoslav army has pro- -

— AP/UNB photo

" no winter provisions,

“But we cannot go back." he
says, speaking near the village
of Shkoze, about 50-km south-
east of Pristina. "The police are
in our house. They burn our"
fields.”

Kryezin, 24, says that of the
five neighbours who went back
to Bubavec village to check on
their property, three were killed
and the two others were miss-
ing.

gs.:mmn Jessen Petersen, a
senior UNHCR official, warned
recently that unless people were
allowed to return home "we
would have many, many people
dying in the winter."

But even some of those al-
lowed to go back cannot live
normally,

Del Mundo, who works for
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, says ethnic Albanian
farmers told a recent UNHCR
mission to Ade village, west of

Kosovo's capital Pristina, that

Serb police prevented them
from taking in the harvest.

. -|:h
b}

gees set to worsen as winter nears |

In the Drenica region, the
situation is already dire.
Each day, Merita Toci shares
a kilo of rice with 10 other peo-
le,
e She shushes a visitor who

asks if she's hu , poin at
the wide-eyed s around her
sharing the thin-walled wooden

school house serving as their
shelter. "I can't sa :yus' in front
of them now, can I?'

But 2-year-old Jedmine Hoti
is not fooled. "I'm h . she
wails. Her grandmother says
the child subsists on bread
crusts. Her own meal of the day
was a tomato.

Only a few kilometres away,
corn nods on the stalk and a
summer wind rustles fields of
wheat. Cows wander the roads
in villages where Serb c{)ohm:
?in;.- the only residents and graf-

L
perfect, I'm also Serb."

"You have the irony of a rich,
fertile country and some people
starving because they cannot
harvest," said del Mundo.

proclaims: "I'm not only

—»

——

Strikes _mAfghamstan,' Sudan

‘Majority of Americans

approve Clinton's
decision

WASHINGTON, Aug 24: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton's order to
strike suspected terrorist sites
in Afghanistan and Sudan was
a hit with most Americans,
polls suggest, reports AP.

A majority in the polls re-
leased Sunday and Friday said
they don't think the decision
Was an attempt to draw atten-
tion away from the president's
relationship with Monica
Lewinsky. But many also said it
was fair for members of
Congress to question the mili-
tary action just three days after
Clinton's televised admission
of marital iuﬂdelitY.

"They think it's legitimate to
ask the question, but they're
pretty confident in the answer,”
said Thomas Mann, director of

overnmental studies at the

rookings Institution. "This is
emblematic of the Clinton pres-
idency ... you ﬂ: from the utter
depths to a peak. People see him
at his worst and then see him at
his best, initiating a milit
strike that seems well-justified,
belﬁ strong and resolute.”

ann said it was remark-

able to see "two such dramatic
presidential performances in
one week that contrast so
markedly." |

Support for the anti-terror-
ist strikes ran from 66 per cent
in a CNN/USA Today/Gallu
‘poll to 80 per cent in an AB

ews Foll.

Pollsters say there is often a
tendency to support milita
actions in the immediate af-
termath.

The president’s nlpprnva.l rat-
ing in the three polls remained
robust, anywhere from 61 per
cent in the Gallup Poll to 65
cent in polls by ABC News
the Los hnﬁ:lcu Times to 69 per
cent in an NBC News poll.

Yet, about 30 per cent of the
Americans surveyed said they
were suspicious about the tim-
ing of the attacks on sites in
Sudan and Afghanistan. A ma-
jority of Democrats polled in a
CBS/New York Times poll said
they thought the timing of the

attacks was for military rea-
sons, while Re licans_were
divided over whether it was for
military or political reasons.

Those daubts come at a time
when three-quarters of the
American public in surveys
deubt Clinton's honesty and
ethics — credibility ratings as
low as they've ever been. How-
ever, a majority in recent polls
warnts Clinton to stay in oilice
and the Lewinsky inquiry to
end.

According to a Los Angeleg
Times poll released Sunday,
Americans %&nerally :r.}pﬁruved
of Clinton’s handling of the ter-
rorist situation, with 53 per
cent saying they believe he has
done an excellent good job ex-
plaining why he authorised the
attacks.

Seventy-three per cent of
Americans trust Clinton and
his advisors to make the right
decisions about handling ter-
rorism, although 50 per cent of
Americans believe the president
should have sought con-

ressional support before
aunching the missi.. strikes,
the LA Times poll found. TiL.2
survey had a margin of error of

plus or minus percentage
intes.

The ABC News phone survey
of 510 adults hacFa margin of
error of plus or minus 4.5 per-
centage points. The Gallup Poll
of 628 adults had a margin of
error of plus or minus 4 points.
The NB 1l, based on 503 in-
terviews, had a margin of error
of plus or minus 4.5 points. All
were taken Thursday night. The
CBS/NYT Poll of 439 interviews
has a margin of error of plus or
minus 5 points. :

The more important ques-
tion for long-range public sup-
port will be the follow-through,
said Thomas Moore of the Her-
itage Foundation.

I think there's a much
greater burden on him than any
other president in memory,
Moore said, "to demonstrate ‘he
is engaging in these strikes fo:
the purpose of crippling the
threat and not public relations.

Islamic group declares'war’

on US interests in Yemen

SANNA. Aug 24: An un-
known Islamic group Sunda
declared "total war” on all U
interests in Yemen to avenge
the American raids against
Afghanistan and Sudan last
week, reports AFP. .

But the Yemeni authorities

denied the existence of the or-
ﬁniu&tinn and gave assurances
at

US interests in the country

were protected.

In a statement sent to AFP's

Dubali office, the Islamic Army

ot Aden said it "declares total
war on all US interests in all of
Yemen in response to the cow-
ardly American raids in

Afghanistan and the Muslim

people of Sudan."

The group described the Au-
st 7 attacks on the US em-
assies in Kenya and Tanzania,

which left 257 dead and several
| thousand wounded. as "heroic."”

E It aailc}sit was ]%l:cpaéigg te
estroy property and bases
on the southern island of Soco-
tra, the southern city of Aden
and the western city of Hodeida,

The

group also "announces

that it supports Sheikh Osama

bin Leaden and its brothers in
Sunda and calls on the whole
Yemeni people to kill the Amer-

icans.” :
But a Yemeni interior min-

istry official said the group was

fictitious.

"Its statement has been sent

by someone who is mentally
unbalanced or who has been in-
spired by parties hostile to
ng:n. he said.

He also ﬂcllllﬁﬂ I.hern ;ﬂ'ﬁre
any forei itical organisa-
tm{la haa%ld Ii::: Yemen, addi
that "the interests of the Unit

States in Yemen and those of

other foreign countries are pro-
tected.”



