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Late but Good

The Prime Ministér's meeting formally with the

40 chairpersons of the Jatiyo Sangsad committees
| was a good thing and must be repeated. What
clearly emerged out of the meeting's unwieldy flow
of demands and complaints were a general picture
of less than desirable cooperation extended by the
ministries to the committees and another of unde-
fined lines of rights and duties between the two —
neither knowing what and how far to expect from
I the other and how much force these expectations
would . Some committee chiefs, feeling inad-
equate to supervise administrative work over the
shotilders of a minister, felt they should be made
pﬂH to all that a minister is.
though belatedly, the parliament somewhat
comes into its own with the committees starting to
function. The parliament from now on will not
only legislate but also have a weighty say in the
governance of the nation. All of the government s
activity and spheres of effectiveness will now come
exhaustively under the supervision and monitor-
ing of the parliament, through the committees.
And as the committees are but the parliament in
miniature — the non-government members on
these would participate in the governance of the
state. Already one committee chief has expressed
his satisfaction or indeed delight over his experi-
ence that the committee functions in a perfectly
businesslike manner in an atmosphere ot scrious-
ness. This is indeed a big stride for Bangladesh
where the parliamtntary system itself had a very
rough handling — thrown out time and again and
reinstated with tailored powers and functions.

The administration, the minister plus his bu-
reaucrats at work, that is, has a new partner in the
house, one who will be watch-dogging their doings.
They will need time to adjust. The committees may
over-exert to create problems in the smooth and
steady running of the administration. This they
must avoid. If even all the rules of the new game are
laid down clearly, there will be no substitute for
learning and growing into ideally compatible parts
as the years roll by.

While it may be good for the PM to be accosted in
far spaced meetings and for her to help clear up a
| backlog of months, the committees will need to de-
velop the ways about their business in constant
contact with ministries and thus mature sooner
than later. If the parliamentary committees func-
tion well they will be a light in a situation of en-

gulfing gloom. .
counting Standards

The Prime Minister had all the right words for
the 13th conference of the South Asian Federation
of Accountants which she inaugurated on Satur-
day. In a ringing endorsement of a proposal to set
up a regulatory body for monitoring implementa-
tion of accounting standards in the country she
made two points: good accounting is central to
transparency and accountability and that we bet-
ter wipe off the deficiencies in this area to be in the
reckoning in a highly competitive world.

Accounting has been a J:aathcrlugically neglected
subject in our country. And, the neglect is the most
pronounced in the government sector. Neither the
ministries nor government offices keep their ac-
counts methodically and properly in accord with
the financial manual. The sector corporations be-
inimustly perennial losers never truly like to be
subjected to stringent financial scrutinies. Then
the ultimate power-house of audit and accounts
services — the AGB — is where things can get stuck
up for years, eight to nine years in many cases with
the gate-keeping souring into poaching at times.
More to the point is the fact that person liable for
explanation of anK wrong-doing might be difficult
to reach because he had been either transferred or
gone on retirement. AGB objections are dreaded by
most tﬁuvemm&nt offices or personnel but it is also
true that the latter might not have abided by the fi-
nancial rules to give rise to some of the questions
their torinentor deemed fit to raise. In any case, it
is the government accounts that need updating in
the first place by wa¥ of establishing transFarency
and accountability of governance and development
activities. :

Private sector accounting is in a poor shape for
several reasons not the least of which is the poor
fees given to chartered accountants. Such remu-
neration falls far short of international stan-
dards. As a result, accounting firms prove vulnera-
ble to high-fee offers and consequently bend their
auditing to the satisfaction of the industry or firm
owners. They can ill-afford their staff acquiring
higher training or rtise abroad given the com-
pany's inadequate income level. As we try to im-
part professionalism to our auditors and accoun-
tants the financial laws of the country stand in
dire need to be on a level with international stan-

dards.
What More?

Has Jahangirnagar University turned into some
sort of a sanctuary for criminals? Well, if the inci-
dents reported in the press over last few days are
anything to go by then one cannot be blamed for
being under such an impression. It is all happening
there. It started with the rape of three students on
éhe cag'j?us followed by tt e universal vociferous

emand for punishment of the culprits.

The sentient minds had hardly exhausted them-
selves of their outrage at the ridiculous strike call
by BCL, the student front of ruling Awami League
when the nation witnessed another extremely
| shameful incident: assault of a female teacher on
the campus, right in front of the administrative ed-
ifice of the institution. She reportedly incurred the
wrath of the attackers by taking pictures of a BCL
g;gcesstnn that featured people alleged to have

n involved in the raping incidents. We strongly
denounce the incident which has symbolic signifi-
| cance at more than one layer of our consciousness.
It is not a mere attack on a person. It is the bar-
baric molestation of every sacred association that
the words teacher and institution evoke.

We demand the culprits be meted out exemplary
punishment immediately. All those present at the
spot saw who assaulted the teacher under whose
instructions. Press reports on the incident and the
official complaint lodged by the victim also suggest
there should not be any problem in identi the
culprits. Judging by the sheer audacity with which
they have tampered with the code of civility and
norms of decency it is not unlikely that these same
geuple were probably behind the rape incidents.

unday’s incident should go a long way in helping
the probe committee to find the real criminals. The
nation waits to see if the JU authorities can live up
to the demand of justice or surrender abjectly to
the forces of brutality.

Hate the (Corrupt) Politicians — Not

ERMONISING his follow-
ers, Jesus Christ once said:
‘Hate the sin — not the
sinner.' But when it comes to a
rotten political culture, the

suggestion, of course, should be *

other way round : Hate the
(corrupt) politicians — not
politics.

The slogan becomes impor-
tant as the brighter section of
the country's young student
community is getting fed up
with politics as a whole vis-a-
vis the corrupt practices of a
section of politicians.

The iyu:mng students’ distaste
for politics was evident when
the s and girls securing bril-
liant results in the last ex-
aminations were recently in-
terviewed by a couple of Bangla
language dailies. In separate in-
terviews they clearly said that
they had no plan to join poli-
tics, while some of them clearly
pronnuinced detest for the pur-

suit
siust of tne students in the

metit hists of the country's five
education boards, however, ex-
pressed their intentions to con-
tribute to the progressive devel-
opment of the nation. But none
of them even remotely believe
that politics could be a means of
delivering things to the nation !
Those having a little sense of
history — and aware of the
means of social and economnic
developments — would not fail
to understand that it is basi-
caléy politics that could build
and destroy a nation. A doctor,
an engineer, a scientist.or even
a social worker — however
committed to the people’'s wel-
fare s/he is — has to work under
certain rules set up by the
liticians. The technocrats —
owever powerful they may be
— have to act under certain laws
enacted by politiclans. An
economist, no matter how big a
pundit he is, has to formulate
policies in accordance with the
directives coming from the po-
litical party in power. Even a
teacher has to teach things
ided by a curriculum, formu-
ated most of the time by people
having certain political con-
victions, that aims at nurturing
the process of producing and re-
roducing certain ideologies.
ere is, therefore, no way for
anyone — inclu the students
with good results — to ignore
politics. It is, therefore, better
to try to change the mode of
politics, instead of hating the
profession. .
Enlightened people aware of
the ubiquitous role of politics
niight think that the students
in question would also some
day understand the significance
of politics and abandon their

The politicians should get a message
occasion to address young people, the politicians invariably

by Nurul Kabir |

Pol

from the younger students’ distaste for politics. Whenever they have an

make an obvious statement: The country’s future

depends on the younger generation. But the younger generation, especially its brighter rlepmaentativea,

negative attitude towards it.

ut could the students’ pre-
sent distaste for politics be ex-
plained only by their naivete or
political immaturity? If it is so,
then ., what about the specific
complaints the students have
come up with against politi-
clans?

Explaining their dislike for
politics, the students com-
mented that the country’s
politiclans had no moral stan-
dard. They also accused them of
hypocrisy. intolerance, irre-
sponsibility, backwardness and
so on. They even went to the ex-
tent of questioning the politi-
cians' patriotism.

These are definitely very
harsh words against politi-
cians. May be, the criticisms
are not applicable to the politi-
cians in general. But who would
oppose the criticisms when they
are directed against most of the
leaders of the parties control-
ling the country's state ma-
chinery since independence ?

The country’s top
economists have been assertin
for years that the practice o
hanﬁ-luan defaulting has to be
stopped to save the decaying
national economy, especially
its banking sector. ere is
none to publicly oppose the
idea. But in practice, there is no
effective steps to stop the rot.
When marginal farmers are
being exposed to unthinkable
harassment for their genuine
inability to pay in time the in-
terests of small scale agricul-
tural loans, the big defaulters
have been receiving warm
treatments over the years from
the parties in power — not to
mention repeated exemption of
interests on the loans they have
consumed earlier. How could it

ha;::[l:lsjcn?

e answer could be found in
the huge election expenditures
by the politicians having no
legally announced source of in-
come, in their high standard of
living. in their spending of tons
of money after holding public
rallies round the year and so
on. It is believably the big bank
loan defaulters and smugglers
who provide money to the
politicians — be s/he a leader of
the ruling party or the opposi-
tion. The corrupt businessmen
buy the ‘right’ to misappropri-
ate public money from the
politicians controlling the state

simply do not trust them.

machinery in turns. The higher
echelon of bureaucracy, another
section of people whose
standard ol Hving is visibly
HapipRartonate to et
player in this dirty gaine,

he picture perhaps ade-
quately substantiates the alle-
gation of immorality against
politicians and their adminis-
trative partners — the top level
bureaucrats.

When in government, the
politicians impose taxes on the

ple, want that the citizens
maintain their accounts prop-
erly and ask the officials con-
cerned to make sure that the cit-
izens pay taxes. But what about
the income and nditures of
the politiclans? Do they ever
keep any record? Is their any
way of their accounts being au-
dited? — Never, This is double
standard.

Perturbed about campus ter-
rorism and subsequent destruc-
tion of academic environment,
the patriotic citizens have been
making repeated appeals to the
major political parties to take
steps to save the country’s edu-
cation, especially the higher
education from abyss. Busy giv-
ing lip services about it, the ma-
jor political parties have prac-
tically been doing nothing to
restore peace in the educational
institutions. Rather, the big po-
litical parties do not mind their
student wings using non-stu-
dent hoodlums to capture dor-
mitories, ousting the helpless
general students. The politi-

cians even encourage, both di-
rectly and indirectly, the ad-
venturous young students to get
armed with illegal weapons and

chase away politically rival
groups from university and
m“%c premises.

e situation could improve
dramatically, if the major po-
litical parties just abstained
from sponsoring the profes-
sional criminmls and crime-
prone nunﬁ h:zu physically
controlling the educational in-
stitutions. But they refuse to
stop patronising campus terror-
ism, contributing to lowering of
the standard of education every
day, Why should then one ex-
pect the young students to con-
sider politicians to be responsi-

ble clements. wh the latler
prefer to tum_gca?n:ars to the

sensible appeals ol the people

~only

- who l;:\ine for standard of educa-

tion
The students have ques-
tioned politicians' patriotism.
This is a very serious allegation
indeed. How do the political
leaders defend themselves
against the allegation, for in-
stance, when the government
signs contracts over explo-
ration of natural gas with for-
eign companies sacrificing na-
tional interests? While signing
production sharing contracts
with the foreigners, the gov-
ernment has agreed to buy our
as from them at a price more
than 100 per cent higher than
the local rate. By such ee-
ments, the nation would not
be giving away its hard
earned foreign currency for
years, but the manoeuvre would
definitely have an adverse effect
on our day today life as well as
our industrialisation potential:
It is not unpredictable that the
government, while a:lllng 5&5
at the local market, would also
double the price that would
eventually double the amount
of expenditure on fuel to be
borne by common people and
increase the manufacturin
cost of the country’'s industrl.eﬁ
products. An increase in the
production cost of the locally
roduced commodities would
urther limit their ability to
compete with imported goods.

People aware of the back-

und of signing the contracts
attribute the national loss to
the inefficiency of the bureau-
crats concerned and corruption
of the government :flartlcr:i.u T}'le
(o] sition es that criticise
cgcp:;rthmg E‘?;?lhl: overnment
does have shown little enthusi-
asm in criticising the goverr)-
ment for sacrificing the na-
tional interest in this case. Is
not it really difficult, under this
circumstance, to blame the
ynun%lﬂtudcnts when they ques-
tion the politicians’ sense of pa-
triotism? -

Another common complaint
against the countrys politi-
cians, especially top politi-
cians,. is that they are intoler-
ant of opposing views and polit-
ical rivals. This is perhaps evi-
dent of everybody in the realm.
The height of intolerance could
be understood from a single in-
stance: The leader of Parlia-
ment and Prime: Minister

Sheikh Hasina and the leader
of the opposition in parliament
and former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia have not spoken to
each other for last several
. when a good wor re-
ation between the two leaders
was essential to reconstruct the
fate of the country's toiling
masses. No sound lgld can ac-
cept, especially in a parliamen-
tary democracy, that two top
leaders of the country would not
have even talking terms be-
tween them. The repeated alle-
gation of framed cases against
opposition activists and sup-
porters could largely be ex-
plained by vindictive attitude.

The young students were also
of the opinion that .the coun-

_try's lawmakers did not know

how to speak in parliament.
None can probably defend the
MPs against the allegation,
when they often make irrele-
vant statements inside the
House, frequently hurl abuses
at ane another and sometimes
get even physically violent.
Backwardness of the politi-
cians? — Most of the political
leaders are now busy proving
their religious loyalty to the
electorate, while many of them
had worked hard to maintain
their secular image only the
olher day. The governments
these days do not hesitate to
show reluctance to deliver a
uniform education policy that
could effectively contribute to
producing modern secular citi-
zens — paving ways for actual
development of the society. In-
stead, the politicians feel more
comfortable in allocating huge
amount of money towards
madrasa education every year.

There is no reason to object
ton ditures on re-
ligious education and theologi-
cal researches when it con-
tributes to the social and spiri-
tual development of the citi-
zens. But no governments have
so far taken any effective step to
‘modernise” madrasa educa-
tion, although all of them have
promised it when in the opposi-
tion. As a result, the curriculum
of madrasa education remains
counter productive for the soci-,
ety as a whole. But for the
politicians, it is one of the easi-
est ways of getting political div-
idends — votes — in a backward

itics

society like ours. Least bothered
about its future implications,
they politicians take the easiest
way lor their immediate gains.
The phenomenon also justifies
another complaint of the young
students that the politicians are
a big obstacle for a progressive
transformation of our :
Hypocrisy is another ingre-
dient of the country’s rotten po-
litical culture: Gove par-
ties refuse to implement pro-
grammes they had once de-
manded for while in the oppo-
sition. The opposition parties
demand things to be imple-
mented what they had refused
to do while in power.

However, it is not very diffi-
cult for any one to further ex-
pand the list of the vices or lim-
itations of the country’'s leading
politicians. But what is more
important is to get rid of the
problems.

. Resurrection of student poli-
tics led by the brighter section
of the community would be the
most si t step towards
positive changes in the present
E;oliur.:al culture. In defence of
he proposition, we would refer
to a golden period of the coun-
try’'s political history — the’
politics of the sixties. The na-
tional politics of the time had
largely been dominated by the
student or sations, while it
was the brilliant and girls
who led the student bodies
across the erstwhile East Pak-
istan. And it was eventually the
student movements that ousted
the most notorious general of
the time — Ayub Khan — from
power, ultimatel ga the
way for the war of independence
in 1971,

Had the country's student
politics been able to keep up the
spirit, the nation's post libera-
tion history would have been
different. It is not difficult to
understand that the meritori-
ous people with good souls
could only deliver a good politi-
cal culture. Ignoring politics by
the brighter citizens would
rather worsen the situation.

. However, ‘the politicians
should get a message from the
younger students’ distaste for
politics. Whenever they have an
occasion to address young peo-
ple, the politicians invariabl
make an obvious statement:
The country’s future depends on
the younger generation. But the
younger generation, especially
its brighter representatives,
simply do not trust them. -

It is, therefore, high time the
politicians polish their image.

The writer is a senior cofre-
spondent of The Daily Star

LETTER FROM AMERICA

" The United States Has the Right to Go After Osama Bin Laden

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

CCORDING to US govern-
Ain‘fnL it has lirrefutable
dence that the former
Saudi businessman turned
terrorist, Osama Bin Laden, is
the mastermind behind the
bombings of US embassies in
Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam on
August 7. Mr. Bin Laden has not
denied his involvement; on the
contrary, he has issued more
threats against the United
States. In defense of its citizens
and properties, the United
States said. it sent 75 cruise
missiles from its ships in the
area to destroy Bin Laden's
bases in Afghanistan and a
factory in Khartoum that
America alleges he uses to build
chemical weapons. The US has
the right to do so.

Muslims will make a big
mistake if they hail Mr. Bin
Laden as a hero. Let us remem-
ber that the East African bomb-
ings not only killed 12 Ameri-
cans, there were close to 300
Africans, including Muslims,
amunﬁ the dead as well. What
had they done? On top of the
dead, there were thousands in-
jured. The Islam that we know,
prohibits the wanton killing of
innocent men, women and
children,

The Muslim world will make

What America ignores, however, is its inconsistency and inherent unfairness

in exercising its foreign

. policy. America's real enemy is not Bin Laden or the Taliban; it is this inconsistency and lack of fairness.

another mistake, if they let
Afghanistan's de facto rulers
and Mr Bin Laden's protectors,
the Taliban, set the agenda for
them. With the curtailing of
women's rights to practice their
God-given talents, on books
and the electronic media. Tal-
iban is pushing Afghanistan
back to LEE dark ages. Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon
him) had said that a mother
was three times more impor-
tant than the father, not his
slave. Educated Muslims are as-
tonished to discover how con-
sistent the holy Quran is, in
light of their newly found
knowledge, Doesn’t the world-
wide telecast of the Hajj touch
every spiritual chord in the
heart of the devotees? The Tal-
iban would ban all that. The in-
tolerant Islam that the Taliban

reaches. is not what we derive
rom reading the holy Quran.

In his address to the nation
in the aftermath of the bomb-
ing. President Clinton stressed

that the attack was not against
Islam, but only those terrorists
invoking the name of the "great
religion.” President Clinton has
been very sensitive to the "ls-
lam-bashing” that follows ev-
ery terrorist act in America. Al-
ter the Oklahoma City bombing
in April, 1995, when news me-
dia were going wild with a Mid-
dle Eastern connection, Mr
Clinton chided the nation "not
to rush to judgment.” As it
turned out, it was Timothy J
McVeigh. now senlenced lo
death, who was responsible.
The Clintons have been very
friendly to the American Mus-
lims. Hilary and Chelsea Clin-
ton had invited the Muslims to
the White House a couple of
years ago to an Eid Party. Nev-
ertheless, in spite of President
Clinton's goocf)ndll, the speech
did draw "negative attention’ to
Islam. In fact. had the Ameri-
can policy towards the Islamic
world been benevolent, refer-
ences to Muslims in his speech
would not have been necessary.

There have been innuendoes;
even from Republican Con-
Er:ssmen and Senators; that
resident Clinton timed his
missile attack to divert atten-
tion away from his Monica
Lewinsky sex scandal. Others
hinted. comically, that after
two days of Aearing about it
from Hillary at their Martha's
Vineyard “vacation”, Clinton
could not take it anymore and
had escape go to Washington,
DC for some reliefl The truth is,
the preparation for missile at-
tacks was set in motion imme-
diately after the Kenya and
Tanzania bombings. Alter the
preparations were completed at
a much lower level than the
President, the Presidential ap-
proval was sought, which the
President granted.

Some Americans believe
that the reason for the terror-

ism by the likes of Bin Laden is

that some an Muslims see
ﬂﬂbalisatinn — with Mickey
ouse ears. Pepsi and Coke, Big

Let us mend our ways

Sir, In today's Bangladesh
no girl or a mother is safe. A
son and.the husband can be
picked up at any time. We are in
one bottom place of the Human
Rights scale. When | bring out
my green passport, the fmmi-
gration officer gives a look of
suspicion, and double-checks
my document. At one time when
my wife was travelling, she was
separated from the other pas-
sengers, then taken to a room
for a thoro questi :

In 1978 Bangladeshis were
not required to have a visa to
enter the then West Germany
including West Berlin. But very
soon due to our own fault, visa
restrictions were imposed.

Permit me to make the fol-
lowin two quotations.
Macaulay said, "what horns are
to the buffalo, what sting is to
bee, what beauty according to

Greek song is to women, deceit

is to the Bengalee. Large
promises, smooth excuses,
elaborate issues of circumstan-
tial falsehood, chicanery, per-

jury, forgery are the weapons, .

offensive and defensive, of the
people of the Lower Ganges.” In
a similar way Rudyard Kipli
stated "when a Be crimin
is working a fraud of the sort he
loves, he is about the cleverest
sort, you could wish for." .

We are one of the rudest and
unhelpful people in the world
and the characteristic start off
as soon as we land at the Zia
International Airport,

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Institute of Business Studies
Darul IThsan University

House # 9/B, Road # 2,
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205

Sir, Salutel to The Daily Star
for the captioned hard hittin
editorial on 11-8-98 whic
should be a grim reminder to
those who think time will be
the healer i.e. minus those god-
fathers feigning sleep, while the
nation bleeds. Nevertheless, the

+ myriads of allurement that fare

the police towards corruption
are so attractive, especially Sec-
tion-54 which confers on an or-
dinary police official unfettered
powers to detain any and they
use and abuse to their hearts
contents.

The aforesaid medieval law
should be annulled forthwith,
and only then, should the gov-
ernment follow with the
civilised path of “police re-
forms”, otherwise it will be like

lacing the cart before the
orse.

Salahuddin Jamal
Firozshah, Chittagong -

An appeal

Sir, 1 like to draw the kind
attention of Honourable Prime
Minister and Education Minis-
ter to the following facts.

[ am rather a victimised lec-
turer in Botany, now serving as
Education Officer in Primary
Education, Dhaka Division,
Dhaka.

I joined as Demonstrator in
Botany at Comilla Victoria
Govt College in 1968 and 1 was
an employee of Mujibnagar in
1971 for which I should get two
years seniority as Sﬁr Govt or-
ders but the DG (SHE) has not
sanctioned it till now.

I authored two research pa-

r-which were published 1n
angladesh Journal of Botany
in 1979 and 1980, respectively.
One short communication was
ublished in 1981 in Chittago
niversity studies. | complete
one research project under
rofessor Dr A Fattah of
haka University in 1981. I did
my M Sc in Botany during 1981-
82 session and secured class.
My last research paper was
published in lgjﬂ from
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council, Dhaka.

In Bangladesh almost 90 per
cent of the designated associate
professors and professors of

overnment colleges do not
ave any publication.

My promotion was due in
1989 but the then DG (SHE) and
other officers concerned de-
layed it for four years. Who will
be responsible for this loss of
time? My promotion should be
counted from the date of pass-
ing M Sc in Botany with pub-
lished papers.

Painfully though, 1 am an
exceptional case among the
Env:rnmcnt college teachers. I

ave taken practical classes of
Honours and M Sc in Botany at
Eden Girls' Colleges for the last
nine years. My jo rience is
as long as about 30 years in dif-
ferent renowned government
colleges including Comilla Vic-
toria Govt. College, M C College,
Sylhet, Eden Girls' College,
Dhaka. In the last 26 years no
demonstrator of government
colleges had any research paper
to his /her credit.

I also got chance for higher
education in 1987 at Delhi Uni-
versity for Ph D degree. 1 ap-

lled for permission of study
ve without pay. But the then
DG (SHE) did not grant the study

leave.

Under the circumstance, |
appeal and want that my pro-
motion be counted from the
date of M Sc degree and benefit
of two years seniority and more
than four and half years delay
be given without inflicting on

e the pain of any further wait-
ing.

As I have been serving for
long 30 years in different
renowned colleges, my students
have become Associate Profes-
sors and Assistant Professor. so
how can | serve in colleges un-
der their control? | as a mem-
ber of cadre service (Edn) would
like to transfer my service di-
rectly to the Ministry of Educa-
tion and pos may kindly be
given to education wing of any

embassy.

Jayanta Bhushan Deb
ucation Officer

Primary Education,

Dhaka Division, Dhaka

Only one?

Sir, Thousands of cases are
lying pending in the 'high court’
causing tremendous suffering
to people concerned. Days are
shooting by but there is no sign
of ::Kecﬁy disposal of the cases
leading to the reduction of the
same rather the volume of the
unsettled cases are increasing
day by dar

It Iuﬁutytunnte that a poor
coun ike ours ha more
than 120 million people has got

only one high court in the capi-
tal city of Dhaka.

Md Abdul Latif Khalipha
Jessore

Macs, IBM and Windows Y8 — as
Americanisation. They see it as
a threat.

Accordin to historian
Ronald Steel: "The Russians
and the Chinese were supposed
to be the revolutionaries, But
America today is the most revo-
lutionary society in the world.
For the rest of the world, we are
wild, crazy revolutionaries,
with rings in our nose and paint
on our toes, overturning cul-
tures and traditions wherever
we go. We believe that our insti-
tutions must confine all others
to the ash heap of history. We
lead an economic system that
has effectively buried every
other form of production and
distribution — leaving great
wealth and sometimes great
ruin in its wake. The cultural
messages we transmit through
Hollywood and McDonald's go
out across the world to eapture
and also undermine other soci-
eties. We are the apostles of

obalisation, the enémy ot tra-
tion and hierarchy.” In short,
America tells the world: "our
system is better than your fa-
ther's”, and the world resents it.
Perhaps. What America ig-

nores, however, is its inconsis-
tency and inherent unfairness

in exercising its foreign policy.

America's real enemy is not Bin
Laden or the Taliban; it is this
inconsistency and lack of fair-
ness. It cannot allow one set of
rules to govern its relationship
with Jewish Israel for instance,
and another set for Muslim
Palestine, Iraq, Iran, Sudan
and Libya. It cannot promote
the independence of Christian
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia,
and oppose that of Muslim
Chechnya and Kosovo. America
cannot send missiles with Bin
Laden's name written on it, and
not send missiles to hunt down
the Serb butchers, Milosevic,
Karadic and Mladic. The danger
America faces from the terror-
ists dwarfs in comparison with
its possible loss of credibility as
a fair arbiter. If America is
scrupulously fair in its dealings
with nations, and promotes no
favourites like Israel, terrorists
do not have a chance!

President Bill Clinton
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Hillary should forgive
Bill, say Indian women

ILLARY Clinton should f orgive her husband U.S.

for his extramarital affairs, a
majority of the married Indian women have said in an
poll published here on August 23. |

most half the women interviewed vowed never to forgive their

husbands for the same misdemeanour, the opinion po
appeared on the front page of The Times of [
59 per cent of the women said that Hillary
should forgive Clinton, according to the
companying the poll had a caricature of a sullen Clinton with

per cent of the 650 res
First Lady not to forgive her husband. Only married women
aware of the Monica Lewinsky episode were interviewed in
three metropolitan cities: Delhi, Mumbai in the west, and Ban-

But the women seemed to be almost
asked if they were ready to forgive their own husbands if they
admitted to having a sexual relationship
While 47 per cent said they would not pardon their spouses, 45

esser 50 per cent felt Clinton deserves his wife's pard
question of forgiving their own husbands for sexual misde-
meanours, the opinion in Mumbai was evenly balanced, with 47
per cent replying in the affirmative and 46 per cent in the nega-

I Delhi came across as the most furgig]r:f city, with 54 per

Bang ore wives a

mote serious view, with only per cent to forgive. A
higher 52 per cent of the wives ruled out any such reprieve.
estion, only 11 per cent of the married

ml’l E'“"EII
for Delhi was a much higher
bility of divorce or separation in the
circumstance, the difference between the metros was much nar-
rower: only 25&& cent for Delhi, 23 per cent in Bangalore and

Nevertheless,

. which
i, revealed.

1l. The pie chart ac- I

ndents advised America's

equally divided when

with other women.

of women -- 53 -- were ready to

forgive their husbands if they promised not to repeat the mis-

providing an inkling of what married Indian
women feel about the husbands' extramarital affairs, the poll
also showed that values differed from one ci

Among the three metros where the poll was conducted,
women from Mumbai came out to be the most liberal with 66
Hillary to pardon Clinton. In Delhi, a

to another.

on. On the

pardon their hus-
to take a

they wo

were to "go on with
their husbands had

32




