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Call This an Emergency

Floods have taken a very serious turn. It is
downright premonitory of a cataclysm the like of

“which cannot be fully conjured up by drawing

comparisons with the 1954 and 1988 deluges. The
essential thing to realise is that alluvial deposits
over time have filled up the basins, changed the
courses of rivers and clogged all sorts of water-
ways. Simultaneously, bunds and barrages have
been put up, embankments laid, population has in-
creased and habitations have spilled over.

Indeed, given so many vulnerabilities including
the climatic change cropping up since the bench-
mark years of 1994 and 1988, we are afraid, from
the look of things that perhaps we are in for an un-

Jrecedented catastrophe this time around.
" We sincerely hope and pray that Providence
would intervene and turn the tide around. As we do
such earnest beseeching for Godly mercy we feel we
must do whatever it takes to minimise the effects
of floods, and, in their aftermath, help the crest-
fallen people rebuild their lives.

A survey of the damages already wrought needs
to be followed up with a projection into the future
up to mid-September when the flood waters will
have subsided. At 20 out of the 46 points on the four
major rivers showing rising waters we have such a
menacing situation. Just think what would happen
if the rivers should cross the danger mark at, say,
15 more points. Teesta barrage had to be opened.
Several embankments and dykes have given in.
DND embankment in Dhaka and flood control

embankments at Rajshahi, Pabna and Bogra have

all breached. Dhaka-Chittagong highway is
submerged at several points risking a closure. The
Dhaka-Tangail and Dhaka-Sylhet highways are in
danger. Army engineering help is necessary to keep
the communication system working somehow.

The inundation of the mid-section of the coun-
try being of a severe nature, Dhaka and its sur-
rounding belt are afflicted by hazardous living
conditions with diarrohea, jaundice and viral
fever breaking out in an epidemic form.

It is obviously past the stage when we could be
content with one-liners like 'relief is being dis-
tributed every day' or 'Tk 8 crore allocated to post-
flood rehabilitation'. A broad-based national ef-
fort needs to be launched to secure cooperation and
goodwill of all concerned behind the challenging
task. It is time, therefore, that we declared a na-
tional disaster emergency and widened the focus of
crisis-management by including all political par-
ties and relevant professional groups in the under-
taking. The situation, we repeat, is too grave for
any misplaced confidence of the ruling party that
it can handle it all by itself.

Farcical

The Jahangirnagar University unit of. BCL
(Bangladesh Chhatra League), student front of the
ruling Awami League, has shown just how.absurd
attitudes can be. Demanding the trial and punish-
ment of those responsible for the alleged rape of
three students of the varsity they called for an in-
definite strike on the campus from yesterday. We
don't understand the rationale behind such a
quixotic call. It contradicts the very idea on which
the programme has been founded: identification
and punishment of the alleged rapists. If the inves-
tigation to ferret out the culprits in the shortest
possible time is what they want, how could they
think of a programme that, for all practical pur-
poses, will insensitise the whole institution? Will
a shut down university speed up the trial? This is a
farce. BCL seems to have had their priorities badly
mixed up. They seem to be more intent on polish-
ing up their image which stands somewhat tar-
nished in the face of allegations about one of their
leaders’ involvement in the rape cases than doing
things that may facilitate the work of the fact-
finding committee.

In order to sound loud in their protest against
what they have described as baseless and moti-
vated journalism of a section of the press they have
gone on an overdrive of zeal that appears not only
theatrical but pointless also. As a student front of
the ruling party it could and should have thought
up ways other than disruptive agitation to exert
pressure on the authorities for ensuring justice. If
they are so keen on the early identification of the
rapists they should call off the strike immediately.
If the BCL does not call off the programme of its
own volition the party in power will be well ad-
vised to desist its student front from pursuing a
nonsensical course of action. We also demand the
university authorities help the probe committee in
every conceivable way to find out the culprits and
punish them as soon as possible.

An Avoidable Surprise

The other day Bangladesh Rifles, our border sen-
tinels, in tandem with villagers beat back its In-
dian counterpart Border Security Forces' furtive
attempt to push in a group of so-called Bangladeshi
people through a bordering point at Naogaon. It is
clear from the news item published in a leading
Bangla daily yesterday that snmﬂthingn_l‘ike that
happened and there could be more of it. The BSF is
reportedly trying to set l_1|.‘:1[p camps in areas adjacent
to the West Bengal border where they plan to as-
semble people branded as Bangladeshis so that
they can get on with the push-in programme in a
more concerted manner. ‘ ;

This is most undesirable when one looks at the
excellent bilateral relationship that exists between
India and desh. There is absolutely no need
for vitiating the neighbourly relationship over a
matter that can be addressed under the purview of
standard bilateral norms and practices followed in
such matters. The recent statement of a top-brass
West Bengal state police official who in an inter-
view with the BBC claimed that near about one
lakh ‘Bangladeshis’ had been sent back in the last
m;nn"éeam or so only goes to underline a pattern
of teral thinking on the other side of the bor-
der. But attempts to push people forcibly across the
border are antithetical to finesse and sensitiv-
ity that international relations demand.

. discern the very

US Strikes in Sudan and Afghanistan : An Appraisal

S launched military

l I strikes in Khartoum
[Sudan) and on
“{errorist’ targets in
anistan on 21 August.. The
military operations were be-
lieved to have been carried out
by cruise missiles from Red Sea
and Arabian Sea combined

with air attacks. There were se-

rious speculations of imminent
US attacks on -Afghanistan
when the US personnel from
Pakistan and the foreign per-
sonnel from Afghanistan were
directed by the US to leave the
respective countries (in fact
thcl\; did leave ).

resident Clinton inter-

rupted his holiday at Martha's

Vine Yard and gave the order.
He returned to Washington and
addressed the US people in a
national televised hook-up. He
cited four reasons which pro-
ed him to take the decision.
e reasons were the past at-
tacks on US ‘military heli-
‘copters in Somalia, the imme-
diate t attacks on 7 August
on US Embassies in Nairobi
and Dar es Saalam, the immi-
nent planned attack on US in-
terests and early ac-
uisition by the “terrorists® of
chemical weapons.
The questions that are asked
are: Why did the US do it ? Was
there any credible evidence

against . Osama’s activities
and the plant in Khartoum ?
Did the US consult other Secu-

rity Council members ? Did the
President go through the nor-
mal procedure of briefing the
US National Security Council
and Congress ? Was it a diver-

-sionary tactic of the President

to subsume his own personal

._Lmuhlc 1

. I shall attempt to answer the
questions in this paper.

Possible Complicity in
Bombing US Embassies
Soon after the devastating
bombing of the US Embassies
in Nairobi (Kenya) and in Dar es

Salaam ( Tanzania), the US
agents began their extensive

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

The intrusion into a sovereign country appears to be a bad precedent in international affairs as it proves only
one fact that “might is right”. One could argué that the US action against terrorism could be supported if the
modalities were pursued through the UN. Otherwise the effectiveness and credibility of the UN are placed in
Jjeopardy by actions of one of the founders of the UN. :

Laden living in Alghanistan tor
the last two years. The US Sec-

m State has called on the.
. authorities to
over Mr. Osama Bin Laden.

Meanwhile, Pakistan ar-

re%fled a male on 14_Au-
on his amy al%*q‘rrﬂi‘-ln
airobi for travelling on a fake
Yemeni passport and after in-
terrogation was deported to
Nairobi. He was identified as
Mohammad Sadiq Odeh (34).
Mr. Odeh was a great find by the
US investigators. He has since
led the investigators to a
Nairobi Hotel where the bombs
used in the attacks were assem-
bled. The US agents raided the
hotel and rtedly found 80
kil s of in two rooms.
In a record of interrogation
published in a Pakistani news-
paper, Mr. Odeh, a Palestinian
Arab, admitted bcinlg Ipart of
slamic

Osama's network o

militants which concentrated
attacks on US interests world-
wide because of the perceived
unjust policy pursued by the US
towards the Arab world. He told
olice that Mr. Osama bin
aden controlled an army of
about 5000 [slamic militants
operating in Saudi Arabia, Su-
dan, Egypt, Yemen, Ethiopia,
Somalia, Afghanistan, Pak-
istan and the Philippines. He
identified Afghanistan as a key
base for training the guerillas,
and said hundreds of surface-to
air missiles, mortars, rockets
and even “s " anti-aircraft
missiles were stored at Osama’s
depots across the country.

He claimed credit for down-
mﬁ US helicopters in Somalia,
killing 18 US personnel, and
landmine attacks which
claimed several more American
lives elsewhere in the country. |

Pakistan authorities had ar-

and intensive investigations to,  rested two additional suspects

ascertain the culg;ita*. A key
suspect in the embassy bomb-
ings was directed to an alleged
international network of terror
run by the multi-millionaire
Saudi dissident Osama bin

“in_the bomb

ings of the em-
bassies on 18 August when they
attempted to cross into
Afghanistan at the border
check post-at Torkham in the
Khyber Pass in Pakistan.

Whether it be Mian Nawaz Sharif, Ms Benazir, Imran Khan or Farooq Leghari, all have to be extra careful

Stateless Terrorism

The US is confronted with
the Stateless terrorism which is
a hydra-headed monster. It is
not a State-sponsored terror-
ism which the US used to deal
with. An individual takes a
refuge in one country and car-
ries out “terrorist” activities

through the fanatical agents in
various countries. The US sus-
‘pects that this Osama group was

responsible for demolition of
residential building of US per-
sonnel in Khobar in Saudl
Arabia in 1996. If this Laden
group gets on hand the chemical
weapons [ nerve gas), the conse-
quences will be disastrous. It is
allefed that Iraq's nerve gas
weapons were transported to
Sudan for safe-keeping.

Possible Reasons of

Military Strikes

Once the US administration
was at hand with the
'mnﬂncmgl;l:‘vidanual mate-
rials, they c that they opted
for the mili strikes in Su-
dan and Afghanistan for a
number of reasons. Let me ex-
plain. '

First, the US does not wish
to be perceived as a "do-noth-
ing” superpower when its em-
bassies were attacked resulting
in the loss of innocent precious
lives. It wishes to give a signal
to the terrorist organisations,
as it did in the past by bombing
Tripoli under Reagan's admin-
istration, that the US would
not sit as a silent tor. By
this US action, it is likely to
throw off the balance of terror-
ist activities in Afghanistan

Second, given the credible
evidence provided by the US in-
vestigators to the US adminis-
tration, President Clinton does
not want to be seen as a weak
President at a time when he is
in deep trouble within his own
country. The President wishes
to be seen as decisive and

‘strong..

Third, the military strikes |

~ Juma Janjh Naal!

would appear to give a strong
message to Iraq's leadership
not to undertake any misadven-
ture at a time when the US
Presidency is seen to be belea-
guered with its credibility
within the country. The recent

. reported non-cooperation by

Iraq with the UN Special Team
of Inspections is an instance,in
point. :
Fourthly, it also appears to

ve a warning to President of
u%nslavia for his continued
military actions against
Kosovo’'s Albanian nationals
and to other terrorist organisa-
tions in the West that the US
has a global responsibility to
ensure international peace and
security. It is intended to convey
an Iindirect message to
Myanmar's leadership that the
US would not tolerate the
harsh and anti-democratic

" treatment of its opposition

leader Nobel laureate Aung San

Suu Ky1 who is belteved to have
pas more than a week in a
van at a road block to ensure
her rights of freedom of move-
ment in the country.

Fifthly, the US must have
calculated that Sudan and
Afghanistan were isolated
from the international com-
munitir because of their links
with Islamic militants. The
military strikes would not be
likely to evoke robust recrimi-
nations from the Islamic World
because both , a neighbour
of Sudan and Iran a neighbour
of Afghanistan have uneasy re-
lationships with each other

Finally, the US attacks were
not launched against any coun-
try for its State sponsored ter-
rorism.. The US claims that
this was directed at the State-
less terrorism, a new phe-
nomenon where an individual
builds up a network of terrorists
to attack the US interests from
the territory of other countries.

Reactions of the US Action

A few Republican Senators
questioned the decision of Pres-

1.1\-.-

about the "Juma Janjh Naal" types who infiltrate the nucleus of every winning Party and
give them the facade of a strength not in keeping with their real size.
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O the credit of Former

I President Sardar Fa
Leghari, instead o
waiting at the sidelines till the
present government succumbs
to the consequences of

auem%tmg Hara-Kari “BUeie

fortriight or so, he has adopted
the legitimate route of political
activism to try and come to
ower. On 14 August 1998 he
aunched his muc prn%agatcd
Millat Party, long on rhetoric
but seemingly short of new
ideas and/or a cohesive
framework for political action
from a still to be unveiled man-
ifesto. Except for a handful of
persons who one can label as

.- electable or technocrats, a ma-

jority of those who attended the
convention do not inspire much
confidence for the future. How-
ever that is the start of any
party, PPP began on Edwards
Road. Lahore in the late 60s
with.very few human assets.
One s that the idea is right,
fresh laces must be encou

to come and clean up the politi-
cal scene in the country. This
will be an uphill task. In the
sub-continent Moghul Emperor
Akbar the Great set the trend of
bucking the system when he
tried to set up a parallel religion
to amalgamate all those exist-
ing then. His "Din-e-Elahi" ul-
timately became the butt of
jokes tﬁrnu h history. Faroog
Leghari will have to work really
hard politically to avoid the
"Zillat Party" tag that mﬂe
have already started to la “
new found political grouping
with.

As a dedicated PPP man, Fa-
rooq Leghari's nomination for
President by Ms Benazir in
1993 was the ultimate reward
for blind loyalty. It is unbeliev-
able that as a close associate of
Ms Benazir he was not able to
visible nega-
tive traits in her personality
and behaviour pattern in the 15
or so odd years he spent with
her in and out of the political
wilderness. One stint was spent
with Ms Benazir in power when
she was married and Farooq
Leghari should have been able
to surmise for himself Mr.
Zardari's tendencies to loot the
nation seemingly as his
bounden right for having mar-
ried the nation’s daughter. His
transformation, from a die-
hard loyalist to an unforgiving
enemy, can mostly be laid at the
door of Asif Zardari's shenani-
gans. Leghari cannot com-
pletely absolve himself fully of

-

the guilt of the pillage engi- -

P
&+

neered between 1993 ana 19Y96.
It was only when Zardari trans-
ressed into his personal af-
airs that Leghari suddenly saw
the light and dismissed his

mepter ~from offjice. Jonrt
oneact alone he«deserves *

otherwise  Pakistan”
been

credit.
would have worse off by

end 1996 where we are in 1998.
The difference between that pe-
riod and the present is that as
much as one may vilify Mian
Nawaz Sharif, the fact remains
that his economic team cush-
ioned the blow that was to ulti-
mately come in mid-1998 by a
series of far-reaching reforms
and stabilising of the financial
institutions by bringing in ca-
pable management.

From 1993 to late 19986,
Zardari's cronies were in every
level of financial management
and their aim was singular — to
channel money into his and

room lor party to flour-
ish, a vn(.:.l the political
fabric of P that Imran

Khan's Pakistan Tehrik-i-In-
saaf (PTI) has been valiantly

. fulfil. Imr
'.m;nhﬂnusmg hr
political appeal 11 nothy

“float” vote will always go with
whoever are the winners. There
is & ar crowd that is ex-
tremely "professional” about

_Joining up with wh

B s By
neoiey. mn&sfm |

" it's

matured enough to mntenn]:lui ‘own crass interests, which

into a potent political nuisance
value as yet. That he will be a
coming force in years to come
no one should doubt, the very
fact of his keeping to the hus-
tings despite the disappoint-
ment of the last elections sug-
gests that. A systematic study of
the percentage following of
PML(N) and PPP shows that
each of the two major parties
gosacsscs a basic core of about

0-25 per cent of the voting
populace with a floating per-
cen of about 15-20 per cent.

Depending upon the mood of the
populace at any given time the

their pockets. What was quite
apparent to almost the whole
country in 1994 and 1995
should also have been seen by
Leghari much earlier than in
late 1996, in fact should have
been anticipated by him as
early as 1993 as "a man of con-
science and principles”. To put
it bluntly, out of deference to
the fact that he was made Presi-
dent by Ms Benazir he stood by
and allowed this country to be
looted by her husband at will.
Theoretically at least Farooq
Leghari is correct in seeing a
possible political bonanza, the
public is totally disenchanted
with PPP and getting frustrated
with the series of faux pas being
committed by the coterie
around Mian Nawaz Sharif, if
not the PML(N) as a whole. In
addition, Ms Benazir's Swiss
nemesis seems to be tight
the noose of accountability
;Jl':nﬁmd her and by extension,
ANP and MQM are regional
parties without any hope of a
national following except in
parts. Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) is
well organised nationally but is
in com n much lesser
in numbers, the other religious
parties are strong in regions
and parts. There does exist

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

vl

direction the majority of the
"floal” decides to take dictates
the make-up of the Assemblies
in any general elections. In the
last four occasions whichever
has been the ruling party has
taken a beating because the
populace has been frustrated
with their performance, the ur-
ban area has been particularly
sensitive to bad governance.
Since he has not been able to at-
tract political heavyweights
across the country, Farooq
Leghari is gambling upon at-
tracting the "float” element dis-
enchanted with both the par-
ties.

In the circumstances, lmran
has had more time and oppor-
tunity to get a political machine
together, one that has already
fought an election within
months of the Party's incep-
tion. As such logic dictates that
Millat Party may not be in a
position to entice more voters
onto its platformm relative to
Tehrik-i-Insaaf's persuasion
powers. At best Millat Party
will eat partly into PTl's gar-
nering of the "float" vote,
thereby polarising the political
divide further., ether one is
the PML(N), PPP, PTlI and/or
the newly launched Millat
Party [MPI‘.’ one element of the

amounts to mostly filling their
own pockets through various
means. Whichever government
comes to power will find this el-
ement aligned with it, at least
till they are discovered and
evicted by the ruling party or
they themselves conclude that
there is no profit in remaining
associated with the rulers. In
short, these are the "good time
fellas” who benefit from oppor-
tunity that -is available in
S;Jantlty with those goverming

e nation, they live only to cel-
ebrate.

A group which joins with
(Naal) every wed 11'1%l arty
(Janjh) is called Janj aal.

Many years ago famous charac-
ter actor Allaudin embellished
the role of such a personality
called "Juma"” in a less than
memorable film with a rather
self-explanatory title, "Juma
Janjh Naal". One wonders how
many who came to the Millat
Party launch convention in La-
hore were serious about their
commitment to the new l_p:.?mr't :
Or did they just come lor the
good food served to over 2200
guests at a cost of Rs. 1 million

lus at the Pearl Continental

hore? Whether it be Mian
Nawaz Sharif, Ms Benazir, Im-
ran Khan or Farooq Leghari. all
have to be extra careful about
the "Juma Janjh Naal" (JJN)
types who infiltrate the nucleus
of every winning Party and give
them the facade of a strength
ﬂ in keeping with their real

Pakistan's problem is that
our rulers never seem to take
these JJN-types seriously and
therefore invariably make an
over-assessment of their own
strength. Since the JJN-types
have a fairly strong clout as
they are well connected to the
Establishment as such they
have more than nuisance value
and make very bad enemies,
they have to be treated with kid
gloves. For Pakistan's democ-
racy, the phenomenon of JJN-
types underscores the lack of a
credible system based on the
concept of universal adult fran-
chise and ple’'s participation
;n g?vﬂmanc: at the grassroots
evel.
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on the Internet?
Sir, 1 read with interest the

article on your business page
reporting the comments made
by the World Bank Country Di-
rector Pierre Landell-Mills. In
it he, quite rightly, bemoans
Bangladesh's woeful under-use
of the Internet to advertise itself
to the rest of the wired world. It
is frustrating see other
countries, namely India and
Pakistan race ahead of us in

this =
Pm:r since the onl

obstacle to Bangladesh's full
participation in the emerging
global network is lack of politi-
cal will. For instance, as far as

| the Internet is concerned, each

x
-

=

i

n haufa txl:r:u-lf_[’ctttt:c:;l coun-
try code, so for nited King-
dom it's uk, France - fr, India -
in and Pakistan - pk.

Anyone requiring to contact
a person or avail themselves of
a service oﬂFLnau.n:j in another
country wil ggic ly address
them as friend@company.co.uk
or gt n -
dent@university.sorbonne.fr
etc. Despite the fact that a coun-
try code is ready and waiting for
Bangladesh, (bd), the powers
that be do not seem to be able to
organize this for the nation.

Is it because it will cost the
country dearly in precious for-
eign currency? ... NO! control
over the assignment of country
specific Internet names is given
freely. So why is this not hap-

pening for Sonar Bangla? ... be-
cause control has to be given to
a responsible organization of
ISPs, (Internet Service
Providers), telecommunica-
tions companies and govern-
ment.

So despite the fact that I can
send you this letter via the In-

ternet, thanks to the particular

service provider your publica-
tion is registered with, | regret
that your ISP and its competi-
tors along with BTTB and the
government can not seem to sit
around a table long enough to

t that crucial code for the na-
ion.

Does it mnttﬂl...tﬂu I sup-

se not, es y to anyone
sf.i'm has no p;:d: in their na-
tion's identity and standing in

the world. But 1 live in hope,
perhaps meetings can be con-
vened and decisions made and
then 1 may be able to send an-
other letter to you - say at, edi-
tor@dailystar.co.bd!

o

Water-logging

Sir, Besides experiencin

"almost a 1988 level flood,

Dhaka is also experiencing a
water logging not comparable
with any past year. The sco

has only increased over the

years. ither modern city
lanning at the threshold of
1st century?

Manik Choudhury

Wari, Dhaka ;

by

ident Clinton. They alleged that
neither the Congress nor the
National Security Council was
briefed by the President prior to
taking action. Although it is
the President's sole decision
whether to launch a strike or
not, they claimed that the Pres-
ident would usually consult
both these state apparatus. This
time President did not appear to
follow the normal procedure
and this raised the question
whether the purpose of the Pres-
ident 's decision was primarily
to deflect the US people from
his personal credibility prob-
lem. US Defence Secretary Co-
hen, however, rejected the
claim and defended the Presi-
dent for his action to protect US
interests and nationals.

Sudan reacted immediately
and swiftly and called upon the
international community to
censure. the US for the unwar-
ranted action against another
sovere country. The senior
officials maintained that the
pharmaceutical factory was a
private one and it was produc-
ing medicines for the Sudanese
people. They said that the alle-
gation of producing chemical
weapons glcnﬂ: gas )from this
plant was totally wrong. It is lo-
cated almost in the centre of the
city and there are many resi-
dential suburbs nearby the
plant.

Taliban Movement Chief
Mullah Omar condemned the
attack. He said further that
there was no camp of Osama bin
Laden in his country and that
his camp was closed. The at-
tacks was considered as an

demonstration of "enmity for

the Afghan people.”. Mr. Osama
bin Leden declared through an
interpreter that he was inno-
cent and was not involved with
the bommbings in Africa.

" The attack has generated a
diplomatic dilemma for Pak-
istan which generally co-oper-
ate with US efforts against ter-
rorism but this time the attack
is on Taliban -controlled
Afghanistan whose mentor ap-
pears to be Pakistan. Pak-
istan’'s Foreign Minister said:
*We were not aware of anythi
and no facilities were provid
Pakistan.” This statement

'was intended so as to avoid se-

-was levelled against the

vere backlash from Islamic
Eruups and political parties in

akistan. A number of Islamic
parties have pledged to ata&e
demonstrations against the US
action in Pakistan. Pakistan

closed its borders with
Afghanistan.
Libya's leader Col. Gaddalfi

' is reported”tb ‘have’ téelephoned’

Sudan's leader Omar Hassarn
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Al-Bashir of his nation's sup-
port for Sudan. He led a rally in
Tripoli on Friday against the
US air strike. Irag and Iran
boih condemned the US action.
The UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan expressed his
“concern” at the US action.
Britain's Prime Minister
Tony Blair who was the first
foreign leader to be contacted by
President Clinton following the
attack strongly suppo the
action against “international

terrorists.” (Mr. Blair spent last
week dealing with the bombing
in Omagh, Northern Island). Is-

rael supported the action but
this support will be counter-

uctive for the US in the ls-
amic world.

Conclusion

The action of the US appears
to be not only retaliatory but
also seeks to disable the terror-
ist operational activities. The
strikes are seen to be partly ’
preventive in nature . -

While it is understandable
the heavy cost of terrorism to
the US in the recent bombings,
the unilateral action without
the UN involvement is likely to
anger the Third world coun-
tries, in particular the Arab
world. They will see the action
as a policy of double-standards
of the US. While Israel can vio-
lsacj;e the Esnlufiilnns of the UN

curity Council with impuni
and is responsible for gloodt:f
shed in the West Bank, the US
administration remains silent.
They will perceive that once the
Muslim countries are in picture,
the US comes with a heavy
hand.

It is true that terrorism is to
be condemned wholeheartedl
— but the method of dealing
with terrorism has to be seen as
fair. If a powerful country takes
the law into its own hands, the
world could plunge in a chaos. 1
would argue that the US should
have called an emergency meet-

ing of the UN Security Council
and would have made out a case
with credible evidence that
stateless terrorism operated by
Osama bin Laden constitutes a
grave threat to international
ace and security as the US
ad , in the past uced to the
Security Council documentary
evidence of Soviet Missiles sta-
tioned in Cuba prior to its naval
?Lﬂéc:llcade of Soviet warships in
The intrusion into a
sovereign country a s to be
a bad precedent in interna-
tional aifairs as it proves nnl}'
one fact that "might is right".
One could argue that the US ac-
tion against terrorism could be
supported if the modalities were
pursued through the UN. Oth-
erwise the eflectiveness and
credibility nfb}’ the UN arefplamr.:_
in jeopard actions of one o
théi fnundg-a of the UN.
The  writer is former
ladesh Ambassador to the

.u:_r!_
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Bureaucratic Shakeup '

Worsens BJP-AIADMK
Relations

Pallab Bhattacharya writes from New Delhi

. HE first major top bureau-
I cratic shake-up by the
Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Va{lr)ayee's governmernt
has set off a war of attrition
between Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and its key ally
from Tamilnadu AIADMK
further worsening the already
strained relations between the
two sides. :

The reshuffle saw the shi-
fting of 15 secretaries including
these of key ministries, finance
and revenue. But the most
talked-about transfer in
political quarters and corridors
of power in Delhi is that of M K
Bezberuah, the director of En-
forcement Directorate which
investigates violations into In-
dia's Foreign Exchange laws.

The mainstream opposition
said the Vajpayee government

'carried out the bureaucratic

reshuffle "under pressure"” from
AIADMK supreme Jayalalitha
who has threatened to with-
draw support to the BJP-led
ministry at the centre. :

Jayalalitha, who has been
chargesheeted in a corruption
case and faces a few others, not
only denied her role in the
transfer of officials includin
that of Bezberuah but allege
that some persons "closest to
the Prime Minister” had been

aid "hefty bribe" to shift the

nforcement Director. This has
given a new dimension to the
stand-off between the Vajpayee
government, of which Jay-
alalitha's party is a constituent,
and Mﬁﬂglﬁ.

This is the first time that a
specific charge of corruption
P-led
government since it assumed
power five months ago. What is
more embarrassing for the BJP
is that the allegation was
brought not by any opposition
party but one of the key con-
stituents of the ruling coalition.

The entire opposition de-
manded a high-level probe into
the allegation made by Jay-
alalitha. The government
termed the charge as "baseless”
and, in a swift counter-offen-
sive reflecting hardening of
BJP's stand towards Jay-
alalitha, Vajpayee, in a letter
written by his principal secre-
tary Brajesh Mishra, asked her
to substantiate the charge of
"bribe-taking.”

The AIADMK supreme last
week charged that a newspaper
baron, who faces a case relating
to alleged foreign exchange vio-
lation, has got Bezberuah
shifted as Enforcement Direc-
tor, a charge denied by the

newspaper group.

Political analysts feel that

Vaipayee's response to Jay-

alalitha's charge through his
principal secretary is a "snub”
to the AIADMK leader.

BJP sources say the face-off
between it and AIADMK is
headinwwards a point of no-
return ause if Jayalalitha's
charge is substantiated, pres-
sure will be on Vajpayee min-
istry to make way and if the al-
legation ‘remains unsubstanti-
ated, she has to own up making
a ‘'false’ statement and part
company with the BJP-led
coalition.

In yet another sign of
toughening of stand b P. the
Prime Minister brushed aside
Jayalalitha's objection to what
she termed bypassing of her
party nominee in the
ministerial council in the
recent transfer of Bezberuah
and said if the concerned
minister is not available, the
higher authorities can clear the
file concerning the official's
transfer. :

BJP leadership has given
enough hints that it will toler--
ate Jayalalitha's 'tirade’ against
Vajpayee government only uﬁ to
a point and made it clear that
the government would survive
even if AIADMK executes its
threat to withdraw the supgorl
of its 18 members of Lok Sabha,
lower house of parliament.

The AIADMK-led front in
Tamilnadu has 27 MPs with
nine other belonging to allied
parties.

Withdrawal of support by
AIADMK will no doubt see the
Vajpayee ministry reduced to
minority with its strength com-
ing down from 278 at present to
260, as against the 273 needed
for a simple majority in Lok
Sabha.

BJP leaders are banking on
possible fresh political align-
ment once MK pulls the
rug and speculations are rife
that the saffron party might
succeed in securing the support
of Tamilnadu's ruling and
AIADMK's main rival DMK
which has seven MPs.

The DMK President and
Tamilnadu Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi has of late given
increasing signs of reaching out
to BJP as relations between Va-
jpayee's party and AIADMK
progressively worsened.

anidhi had in the past
said pu}itical instability mulcil:
result if Vajpayee governmen
is toppled, adnurcgﬂ the Prime .
Minister's stand on the Cauvery
river-water sharing accord in
the face of threats from Jay-

‘alalitha on withdrawal of sup-

port and only on Sunday he
‘said DMK would cooperate with
Vajpayee government to com-
plete its term.



