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5-day drive
No BNP MP
deposited
resignation
letter on
first day

By Staff Correspondent

A special 5-day drive to col-
lect the resignation letters of
BNP MPs yielded 'zero result’ on
the first day yf:sttrdeag.

No BNP MP turned up at the
office of the Chief Whip where a

arty whip. Major (Retd)

afizuddin Ahmed, was as-
signed to receive such letters on
the first day of the drive to push
the ecision of depositing
the resignation letters of party
MPs with the BNP chief.

When contacted last night,
Major (Retd) Hafiz confirmed
that the submission of BNP
MPs' resignation letters at the
Opposition Chief Whip's office
was nil on the day.

Following a directive by BNFP
chief and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia to speed up the pro-
cess of depositing the resigna-
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JS body terms
- Atia forest
ordn '82 'faulty’

By Staff Correspondent

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on the Ministry
of Forests and Environment
yesterday observed that the
Atia Forest (preservation) Or-
dinance, 1982 is a 'faulty’ one
and it should be amended.

The ordinance governs vari-
ous aspects of Atia forest spread
over areas including Sha-
khipur, Mirzapur, Madhupur
and Bhaluka.

Kader Siddiki, an Awami
League MP from Tangail and a
member of the parliamentary
body, told The Daily Star last
night that the committee had
decided to convert the ordi-
nance into a complete law ‘re-

_noving its inconsistencies..

in this I, the committee
has asked the secretary of the
ministry to submit a report, ac-
commodating the suggestions of
the MPs concerned, within a
month, sources said.

Meanwhile, the ministry of-
ficials informed the JS body
that some 29,201 metric tons of
rubber worth over Tk 135 crore
have so far been produced in the

See Page 12 Col 3

Yeltsin sacks

entire govt

MOSCOW, Aug 23: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin sacked
the entire Russian government
today, the Kremlin said, reports
AFP.

Ex-premier Viktor Cher-
nomyrdin, 60, who was sacked
in March to make way for 35-
year-old technocrat Sergei
Kiriyenko, was named Interim
Prime Minister, a Kremlin offi-
cial said,

The decision ends
Kirivenko's five-month tenure
as premier marked by an un-
precedented economic crisis
which reached its peak last
Monday when the government
was forced to effectively devalue
the ruble and default on its do-
mestic debts.

According to the text of the
presidential decree released by
the Kremlin, Yeltsin declared
the government of the Russian
federation has resigned.

— Inside Today
Article
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stranded passengers at Kanchpur trying to avail boats to go to their destinations.

Flood situation grim in 14 districts

The worsening flood situa-
tion in central districts of the
country snapped the capital's
road communication with Chit-
tagong and Sylhet yesterday as
knee to waist dﬂﬂﬁ water was
flowing over the highways at
several points, officials said.

Surging waters were flowing
over the Dhaka-Chittagon
Highway between Daudkandi
and Madanganj and the Dhaka-
Sylhet road at Shabazpur near
Brahmanbana. |

Army engineers were rushed
to clear a huge traffic jam near
Sonargaon on the busy Dhaka-
Chittagong highway, created af-
ter three trucks became
stranded failing to cope with

surging water.
ﬂl %haka-hnund vehicular

transi:orts have been halted at
Daudkandi and the Chittagong-

By Staff Correspondent

bound transports have been de-
tained at the northern end of
the Meghna bridge.

Travellers to and from the
city were using engine boats to
cross the flooded portions of the
highways, witnesses said.
Boatmen churnmed out a good
profit.

Road communication in
Dhaka-Ashuganj and Dhaka-
Brahmanbaria routes were also
snapped vesterday as the high-
way has been by flood
waters at many points. To cope
with the increasing rush of pas-
sengers, the Railway authorities
added extra coaches to Dhaka-
Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylhet
trains., which also moved
cautiously.

The Railway added a special
train on the Dhaka-Chittagon
route to cope with the surge o

passengers following closure of
the highways, declared off-
limit also for cars and micro-
buses since Saturday.

Transport operators said the
Dhaka-Aricha highway re-
mained open yesterday al-
though water was threatening it
at five points.

The ferry terminal at Aricha
is also under water. If the water
level rises further today, the
transport services 1 be

gﬂvped. Abdus Salam. an offi-
of Sohag Transport said.

He said the company stopped
taking reservation of seats yes-
terday in Chittagong after its
last bus arrived in the city more
than 20 hours late. -

"We checked the Dhaka-
Chittagong road and found
waist-deep water near Langol-
bandh bridge at 12:30 pm to-

" Thirteen months afte_l:__ installation

Kailashtila LPG plant yet to go

for commercial production

SYLHET, Aug 23: Commer-
cial production of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) could not
be started at the Kailashtila
LPG Fractionation Plant at Go-
lapganj even after 13 months of

its installation.

Authorities of the LPG pro-
ducing plant, Rupantarita
Prakritik Gas Company Lim-
ited (RPGCL), and the bottling
lant, LP Gas Limited, are
glaming each other for the fail-
ure.
Test operation of the plant
was stopped on May 30 aiter a
"change was marked in the
uality of NGL" supplied
through the pipeline of Sylhet
Gas Flelds Limited (SGFL) from
its Kailashtila Gas Well No 2, it
was learnt from sources in both
the plants. '
en contacted, a source in
the RPGCL said, "We can start
production any time. But the

From igbal Siddiquee

problems are lying with the bot-
tling plant, where some impor-
tant machinery including the
LPG pumps were found to be in-

. operative since those were in-

stalled.” Besides, the LP Gas
Company is yet to fix the price
and select the dealers for the
bottle LPG, the source said.

Asked whether the "Chro-
matograph”, the machine used
for making sample test was
working, the L source ad-
mitted that it was not working
but said, it was not affecting
production in the plant.

When contacted, the Project
Manager of LP Gas Limited, the
bottling plant of LPG. declined
to give any information about
the plant. However, sources in
the plant admitted that, the LPG
pumps installed in the plant are
“totally inoperative'' and that
the authorities had alread
asked its Chinese supplier —

Huan Chemical Corporation —
for immediate replacement.
But, it will take more than two
months to bring the pumﬂu
from Singapore to Sylhet, the
source added. It is quite un-
likely that operation will begin
before late October.

The source also said that, the
"Chromatograph” installed at
the main plant is also a I'au::'y
one. For this reason, the qual-
ity of LPG produced in the plant
cannot not be assured. CL
could not yet settle the matter of
replacement of the "Chromato-
aph” with its Korean supplier,
undai’, the source added

Energ Secretary Dr
Toufique Elahi Chowdhury vis-
ited both the plants on July 28
and talked to the authorities.
He expressed his dissatisfaction
over the situation and asked
them to start commercial pro-
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Jayalalitha's 'blackmailing tactics'

BJP allies demand ouster of

ATADMK from coalition

NEW DELHI, Aug 23: De-
mand is growing in India's rul-
ing coalition for the expulsion
of one of its major constituents
AIADMK which has threatened
to review support to the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajgayee.

West Bengal's firebrand
politician Mamata Banerjee,
whose Trinamool Congress is a
partner of the combine but not
in the Vajpayee ministry, was
the first to raise the demand
last week when she accused
AIADMK supremo Jayalalitha
of using "blackmailing tactics”
against the BJP-led govern-
ment.

A day later Samata Party,
another constituent of the rul-
ing alliance, said more and

more allies were favouring the

ouster of AIADMK.
The demand for AIADMK's
expulsion came at a time when
P's confrontation with its
ally from Tamil Nadu height-

From Pallab Bhattacharya

ened following threats - and
charge of corruption by the lat-
ter Jayalalitha.
AIADMK is getting increas-
ingly isolated not only in the
P-led coalition but among its

allies in Tamil Nadu also on the

issue of continuance of su

to Vajpayee ministry. - Three
constituents of the MK-led
ﬂw:-ﬁuart front in Tamil Nadu
are lirmly against any move to
pull down the Vajpayee gov-

ernment, indicating a rift in the .

alliance led by Jayalalitha.

Understandably, BJP has re-
frained from giving sharp reac-
tion to AIADMK and made it
clear that it would not on its
own take any action on the de-
mand for that party's expulsion
as it would send a "wrong" sig-
nal about the party's role vis-a-
vis coalition politics.

BJP President Kushbhau
Thakre and General Secretary
Venkaiah Naidu have said their
party would not respond to

- with

‘F

provocations"” to expel

MK and that the stand-off
between the two parties has "not
yet reached the point of no-re-
turn.”

BJP sources say since coali-
tion politics is going to stay, at
least in foreseeable  future,
nothing should be done to cre-
ate an impression that the
party is not-able carry along its
allies, : .

The need for discretion and
restraint by BJP could not be
over-emphasised at a time
when there are signs of new po-
litical alignment, especially
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagham (DMK)]), the ruling
party of Tamil Nadu, giving in-
gffgtiuns of reaching out to

If DMK does decide to back
BJP in the event of AIADMK ex-
ecu its threat of withdrawal
of support to Vajpayee ministry,
it will find difficult to stay on

See Page 12 Col 1
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Capital's road links with
Ctg, Sylhet snapped

day”, he said.

Our correspondent from
Chandpur said that flood wa-
ters have deluged the town. The
Meghna has gnawed off parts of
the town protection embank-
ment.

Swirling currents in the
river is threatening motor
launches and even the huge
steamer Ostrich of BIWTC. The
Meghna,- flowing 100 cm above

the level, has s
gﬂﬂ mm:mm

The control room at the Dis-
aster Management and Relief
Ministry said the flood situa-
tion deteriorated further in 14
districts including Dhaka.

But the situation improved
in eight districts— Kurigram.
Gaibandha, Sherpur, Ne-
See Page 12 Col 3 '

Father poisons

starving son

to death

v

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 23: A father,
unable to feed his family, poi-
soned his three-year-old son to
death on Friday.

Following the incident, his
wife committed suicide.

Police said Jamir Sarder, 40,
of Arashnagar village under
Dumuria thana, forced his two
sons, Abul and Kamrul, to take
insecticide after he found them
crying for food. They had been
starving for the last two days,
police added.

After a few minutes, Kamrul,
the youngest of the two, died.
Abul, the other son, is fighting
for life in the Dumuria thana
Health Complex. -

After learning about the
death ofrher son, Sarder's wife,
Kulsum, 30, committed suicide
taking the same insecticide.

Police arrested Jamir Sarder

while he tried to escape after
having Abul admitted to the
thana health complex.

A murder case has been
lodged with Dumuria thana in
this connection.

Hefzur vs Nahar
case: Hearing of

petitions Oct 23

By SC Correspondent

The petition filed by several
women's organisations and
NGOs in the case of Hefzur
Rahman versus Shamsun Na-
har may be heard on Oc¢-
tober 20 before the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court.

After hearing the lawyers for
the nine interveners yesterday,
the Appellate Division consid-
ered to hear their petitions.

The case involves an impor-

tant issue relating to whether a

divorced woman is entitled to
maintenance from her former
husband till her re-uw.rrla%e.
Earlier, the High Court by
judgement declared that the di-
vorced woman is entitled to
maintenance till she remarries.
Salma Sobhan, lvy Rahman,
Rokeya Kabir, Khushi Kabir,
Shamsul Huda, Sultana Aktar
Ruby, Huda, Maleka Be-
ﬁ}:m. ma Khan and BLAST
ed the petitions as interven;
ers. -
Barrister Syed Ishtiaque

Ahmed, Dr Kamal Hossain, Dr
See Page 12 Col 5
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Foreign aid sought

for post-flood
‘rehabilitation

The government will wel-
come all sorts of international
assistance to deal with the gi-

antic task of post-flood reha-
ilitation in the country, re-
ports UNB.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad said this yesterday
while briefing the heads of
diplomatic missions and inter-
national agencies in the city on
the extent of damages wrought
by the severe flood currently
sweeping across the country.

He said: "We welcome any
form of assistance, including
rehabilitation, infrastructure
development and dredging of
rivers, from any government,
international -agencies, and de-

velopment partners.”
Erﬂeﬁ?lg newsmern about the

meeting. the foreign minister
said many of the donor courn-
tries and agencies have already
expressed concernt over the
flood situation in the country
and enquired if the country
needs any assistance.

Samad Azad said: "We will
also welcome any assistance if
any country or foreign agency

come forward voluntarily to
supplementing the governmen-
t's relief operation across the
country.”

Azad said one of the long
term requirements of the coun-
try is the dredging of rivers
which will help reduce flooding.

He said about 43 districts
have been severely affected and
the situation is worsening in
about 15 districts, according to
the latest report. -

The foreign minister said as
of Saturday 330 people have
died due to flood related causes
while thousands of people have
been attacked by water-borne
diseases, More than 6,642
draught cattle have perished.

The assessment of actual
damage to ctrops and infrastruc-
tures in term of money would be
possible only after the flood wa-
ter records, he added. Prelimi-
nary assessment shows that
crops have been damaged on
0.76 million hectares of agri-
cultural land which is currently
submerged. Of these, crops have
been totally destroyed on'about

See Page 12 Col 1

Prel estimate of flood damages

Tk 257cr will be needed

to repair roads, railways

By Mizan Ali

The government will have to
spend at least Tk 257 crore to
repair the roads and railway
tracks damaged by the floods,
according to preliminary esti-
mate prepared by the communi-
cations ministry.

Citing weather forecasts that
the floods this year may drag
ulptn mid-September, officials
of the ministry feared the cost
of repairing the roads and rail-
way tracks might increase fur-
ther with the worsening of the
flood situation. The prelimi-
nary estimate was preEa::d by
taking into account the dam-
ages caused by the flood till Au-
gust 16.

Of the total amount, Tk
251.72 crore will be required for
repairing the damaged roads
while 5.62 crore will be
needed for the damaged railway
tracks.

Meanwhile, the communi-
cations ministry has sought Tk
50 crore from the finance min-
istry for day to day repair of the

damaged roads, official sources
said.

According to official esti-
mate, 919 km roads including
national and regional high-
ways, 413 km road embank-
ments, 460 km pavements, 102
bridges, 87 culverts and 12 ferry
ﬁhats have been damaged by the

oods.

The estimate does not in-
clude the extensive damages
caused by the rising flood wa-
ters to the Dhaka-Chittagong
and Dhaka-Sylhet highways
during the last two days. The
Dhaka-Sylhitrd road link was
sna sterday.

gﬁﬁesh Railway has al-
ready suspended its operation
in a 40 km railway track in the
Jamalpur-Jagannathganj ghat
route. Flood.water has inun-
dated railway tracks at several
places on this route and trains
are only operating upto Saris-
abari since the morning of Au-
gust 19, officials said.

See Page 12 Col 2

Showcause on 35 leaders

BCL activists assault
JU teacher on campus

By JU Correspondent

Activists of the ruling party-
backed BCL assaulted a teacher
of Jahangirnagar University on
the campus yesterday.

The JU authorities later
served showcause notices on
five BCL leaders for assaulting
the teacher,

The BCL leaders, including
JU unit general secretary
Jasimuddin Manik, Vice Presi-
dent Hamidul Hai.' former pub-
licity secretary Meer Mehedi
Hasan Titu, Bhasani Hall pres-
ident Mahmudul Alam Babu
and a leader of Kamaluddin
Hall Hasibur Rahman Barkat.
have been asked to reply
notices within the next three

days.

a}r‘;he BCL leaders led Jasimu-
ddin Manik launched the
attack on Rehnuma Ahmed, an
assistant professor of the
Anthropology Department,
while she was taking pho-
tographs of a BCL rally near the
JU administrative building at
around 11,30 am, witnesses
said.

to the -

BCL leaders hurled abuses at
Rehnuma Ahmed who is also a
amateur photographer and a di-
rector of the reputed Drik Pic-
ture Library.

BCL organised the rally as
art of its indefinite strike en-
orced at the university from

today demanding investigation
into three rape incidents that
took place on the campus re-

Editorial on p_?!a 4

cently.

Inya complaint lodged with
the authorities, Rehnuma
Ahmed alleged that she was -
roughed up by the BCL leaders
while she was taking pho-
tographs of a rally in Iront of
the administrative building.

Describing the assault as an
attack on the entire teachers’
community, she said "As a
teacher, a woman and a citizen,

I am dlufraced and panicked. 1
am feeling totally insecure,
Rehnuma Ahmed in her written 1

See Page 12 Col 4
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US attacks

' L]
Sanctity of
territorial
integrity
- L] '
in question

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday said the
US missile attacks on
Afghanistan and Sudan raise
pertinent questions regarding
the sanctity of territorial in-
tegrity of sovereign states, re-
ports UNB.

Giving an official reaction to
newsmen on Thursday’'s US at-
tack, Samad Azad said Bangla-
desh has always opposed all
forms of terrorism.

He said Bangladesh ored
the recent bombings of us
embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania in the strongest terms.

"However, the US missile
attacks on suspected terrorist
sites in Afghanistan and Sudan
cannot be condoned,” Azad said.
"This act also raises very perti-
nent questions on the sanctity
of territorial integrity of
sovereign states.”

He said Bangladesh sup
the coordinated efforts of the
United Nations and other world

bodies to combat the growing
threat of terrorism.

Rubel murder
All 7 accused

to be produced

in court today
By Staff Correspondent

All seven accused in the
Rubel murder case are sched-
uled to be produced in the court

of Chief. etrgglitan Magis-
y.

trate, Dhaka t

The date for producing the
accused was soon after the
case was lodged with Ramna
thana.

Abdur Rab, father of the vic-
tim. lodged the case with
Ramna thana accusing the
seven DB officials for the mur-
der of his son. The case was
lud‘ied on July 24, the next day
of the murder of Rubel.

Of the seven accused, six de-
tained at the Dhaka Central
Jail are : Inspector Aminul Is-
lam. SI Hayatul Islam Thalmur,
ASI Abdul Karim, Havilder Nu-

See Page 12 Col 4
Ivy Rahman says
Interrogation of
Mukuli may unearth
mystery behind

Rubel’s killing

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyva Mahila Sangstha
Chairman Ivy Rahman yester-
day said the mystery behind
Rubel's killing may be unveiled
if the local Awami League
leader and a neighbour of
Rubel's family, Mukuli Begum,
is int ated properly.

In a statement yesterday, Ivy
Rahman refuted reports pub-
lished in a section of newspa-
pers saying that Mukuli Begumn
accompanied her to Rubel's
residence four days after the
killing.

"The claim of Mukuli Begum
that she went to Rubel's resi-

See Page 12 Col 4
Hearing not held

Chetia to engage

two lawyers

By Staff Correspondent

Anup Chetia, leader of the
United Libetation Front of As-
sam (ULFA) and two ol his as-
sociates yesterday signed
Vakalatnama in the court of the
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate to engage their own
defence lawyers.

They signed Vakalatnama
for advocates Sigma Huda and
Alina Khan to assist the
lawyers of the state defence ap-
pointed for them.

Hearing was not be held in
the court yesterday as the pros-
ecution witness could not ap-

ar. The next date of hearing
l:;s been fixed on September 3.

Chetia and his two associ-
ates were produced in the court
yesterday for hearing of two
cases filed under Section 11 [b)
of the Passport Act and Section
14 of Foreigners Act. They are
facing charg:s for illegal pos-

an

session of adeshi pass-
and unauthorised stay in
the country.

Chetia was allowed to sit on
a chair on the dock when he
complained of illness during
the proceedings of the case.

HC rule on SEC,
enquiry body
members

A division bench of the
Court hyeaterd?r issued rule
upon the Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC) and mem-
bers of its enq committee to
show cause as to why they
should not be directed to en-
quire, investigate and take
prompt m:tlmn!ll : st E.hhe m:;:;
panies res or the cra
nftheuﬂﬂn{ocg market in 1996, re-

The bench comprising Jus-
tice AM Mahmudur man

See Page 12 Col 8'



