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Reckless US Action

This is an utterly injudicious and irresponsible
act the world order has been ignobly subjected to.
What kind of an international community we are
in where retaliation against a terrorist attack en-
gineered by any group or a suspected individual
takes on the monstrosity
vengeance by the world's only super-power? This is
certainly not to condone the heavy-casualty bomb-
ing at the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania a
fortnight batk. But to attempt to counter it in the
manner it has been done by the mammoth of a mil-
itary power the US is through firing so many cruise
missiles at suspected terrorist locations in Sudan
and Afghanistan is a dangerous trend-setter in in-
ternational relations. If this is not arrogance of
power, what is?

Great Britain did not avenge the IRA bombing at
Omagh. But if countries trading charges of har-
bouring terrorist groups against each other were to
follow the footsteps of the USA then what? Quite
obviously retaliation will be the order of the day
with the basic fibre of inter-state relationship torn
asunder.

The Sudanese factory that has come under mis-
sile attack is very likely to be just a pharmaceuti-
cal industry. Not a chemical weapons-related fac-
tory it has been made out t6 be. Most probably all
the 27 people who died in Sudan, according to the
first reports, might prove to be innocent people as
well. So, what was the point in such a hollering
strike against a single individual named Bin
Ladena, a Saudi billionaire, alleged to have mas-
terminded the attack on US embassies?

This reckless display of the US prowess consti-
tutes an outright violation of some fundamental
international norms and practices relating to the
sanctity and sovereignty of national air-spaces.
The US actions on Sudan and Afghanistan fol-
lowed by its record of hostilities towards Iraq and
Libya do create an impression of Washington's
growing disenchantment with the Islamic coun-
tries. The Muslim world has reasons to feel pro-
voked by this prejudiced US activism against it.

It is patently doubtful whether as a result of the
US cruise missile attacks the terrorists have suf-

question about the fact that they have been pro-
voked further to persist in what they have been do-
ing. As the only superpower in the world, the US
was definitely expected to consult other UNSC
members before acting. .

JU Under Clouds

The news of alleged rape of three Jahangirnagar
students on the varsity campus only comes to in-
tensify a sinking feeling. From the safe custody of

olice station to the office of the NGO boss there is

ardly any place left that has not been desecrated
by this particular form of repression against
women. Yet there lived this hope somewhere in our
mind that may be the universities, highest seats of
education as they are, will remain clear from the
wave of perversity that seéms to have swept the na-
tion's .imagination., Afterrall they have over the
years been such wonderful defences against all
sorts of regression,-repression and brutality. Well,
there is no reason to harbour that hope any more.
Today female students are raped at gun point at
their own university campus. Is it anybody's idea
of a free independent country? What kind of an
university administration is that which cannot
ensure the safety of the students on the campus 7
We have seen this before. Jahangirnagar univer-
sity authorities have a flair for not being able to
stand by the grievance of their own students. This
is not only undesirable but also incompetence at
its height. What has happened at Jahangirnagar
university is nothing short of an organised crime.

Authorities tHere should not be at pains to admit
that of late the institution has witnessed a serious
deterioration in law and order within its four
walls. The memorandum submitted to the VC by
the agitating girls' categorically states that the
goons who perpetrated the bestial acts have clout
over the administration. It is immaterial if the
criminals are from the pro Awami League student
front or BNP's Chhatra Dal as it should matter lit-
tle if they are related to some members of the uni-
versity administration top brass. The point is they
have to be found out and tried under the relevant
law. The university probe committee must do a
thorough job in this respect and that too without
any unnecessary delay. Because the reputation of
not only JU but also of all the educational institu-
tions is at stake. It should be remembered that re-
sorting to measurés like the imposition of the sun-
set rule will amount to diverting attention from
the principal crime. Punishing the culprits with-
out fear and favour is the only way whereby a sem-
blance of justice can be done to the lost sense of se-
curity and dignity on the campus.

It Boils Down to Will

unta is no nearer to a re-
alisation of the immorality and danger of trying to
stifle the movement for democracy in that country
than it had been any time before. After having in-
fringed on the rights of Ms Suu Kyi — the moving
force behind Myanmar's struggle for democracy —
in two infamous stand-offs, with the second one
still continuing, the regime is now out on a propa-

anda campaign against Suu Kyi and her party
gl[}L (National League for Democracy). The gov-
ernment controlled Press has called for Suu Ryi's
deportation. Airing a call to declare NDL illegal it
has accused her and her party of violating the

Myanmar's mili

show NDL in a dim light and shift the focus from
the real issue which is of course restﬁnndtng to Ms
Suu Kyi's deadline for convening the parliament

August 21.

That the regime’s frame of mind is not any dif-
ferent than what it was in 1990 when even though
Suu Kyi's NDL swept the elections with a 82 per
cent majority it refused to honour people’s verdict
is clear in the fact that it has l%nnrﬂd the deadline
in the most brazen manner. Obviously, it is in no
mood to call quits by listening to people’s demand.
It is now saying that since there is no constitution,
there is no way the parliament can be convened. As
the student leaders have said there is a constitu-
tion as old as of 1947, Isn't it under this constitu-
tional framework that the 1990 elections were
held? The crisis is not about a constitution; rather
it 1s in the lack of a desire to submit to the is a cri-
sis of not willing to submit to people’'s will. If there
is a will there must be a way.

of a wanton display of .

.integrating

fered any blow; far less a body-blow, but there is no

country's law. Obviously this has been done to

oner the junta’

wakes up to that the better,

E new Five-Year Export-
I Import Policy (FYEIP) an-
nounced by the minister
of commerce and industries Mr.
Tofael Ahmed seems to have
passed off without much ad-
verse reactions from either the
business community or profes-
sional economists. It mot only
embodies all the liberal trade
policies adopted so far by the
present government but also
shows a future direction of sim-
ilar policies to promote exports
and to tailor imports for ex-
panding exports.

However, there is a need for
drawing- attention to some is-
sues which are important but
not dealt with explicitly. These
are : export capacity-building,
removal of frequent obstacles
to production and trade, cutting

- imports by domestic production

without tariff protection, and
the cross-border
irade with the national trade
policy. Before dealing wiih
these issues, it would Le advis-

able to look closely at the " Ex-
port Targets”

The Projected Export
Targets
The table is given in the
minister's press conference, as
ublished in wvarious dailies.
ese data show that over the
next four years, 1998-99 to
2001-2002, the export targets
are going to increase smoothly
upwards without any severe
twists and turns. This is a very
healthy expectation about the
future of an economy which
now looks like wa]kinF almost
on a t rope and is facing an
outside world which is clearly
showing signs deep uncertainty
and downturn especially Europe
and North America following
the deep recession in the Far
Eastern and the South East
Asian countries.

However, the Table shows
that the year-to-year rate of
change of target earnings varies
from 12.15 per cent to 13.17 per
cent except in the terminal year
when it goes down very
marginally to 12.89 per cent but

. the target value still goes up.

What is more interesting is that

* crease), in 1995-9

The New Export-Import Policy

The new FYEIP of the government pm:mides a summary statement of all the trade liberalisation policies it has

expects that the
terminal year's export earnings
could hItFBID billion way aﬁe
88.1 billion that it has pro-

jected for the same year. -

Such a forecast raises a
number of methodological
questions about the basic fore-
casting model, but I will ask
only a very simple one : what is
the range of errors within
which these forecasts are going
to hold ? Only official analysts
of trade data can answer this,
no one from outside can. But for
an informed observer it is im-
portant.

However, for a simple com-

son, it would be useful to get
some idea of how actual export
earnings behaved in the last few
ars. | will quote some data
rom an official publication
(Bangladesh Economic Assess-
ment, 1998, Ministry of Fi-
nance, Be i Version).

The total value ol actual ex-
port earnings in 1991-92 was 8
1.9 billion, (16.]1 per cent in-
crease over the previous year's
earnings), in 1992-93 it went up
to $2.3 billion (registering a
19.5 per cent increase over the
previous year), in 1993-94 it
went up to $ 2.5 billion (with
barely 6.3 per cent increase), in
1994-95 it went up to $3.4 bil-
lion (with 37.1 per cent in-
it went up to
$3.8 billion (with 11.8 per cent
increase) and in 1996-97 it went
up to $ 4.4 billion (with 14 per
.cent increase). The year-to-year
increase in recent years, there-
fore, has not been a gentle and
smooth , rather it showed sharp
ups and downs. What justifies a

entle rising trend in the next
our years ?

Export Capacity Building
One certainly appreciates
bold forecasts about future tar-
ets which exudes confidence
ut for sheer practicality, it is
also important to see how ex-
port capacity can be built in the
economy (o meet those targets. |
strongly support the tariil re-

the rmment

adopted so far and also the future direction of such policies for export development.

INSIGHT

by

~Kabir U Ahmad
. , = .
" Export Targets '
Year Target % change
(inmillion8)  (Year-to-year)
 1998-99 5,630 12.15
 1999-2000 6,340 12.61
2000-2001 7.175 13.17
2001-2002 8,100 12.89
= (10 billion)
Source: Commerce Minister's Press Conference, see The Daily
Star, August 6, 1998.
duction policies of the govern- [lnpoﬂ Cuts b}r Domestic
ment for importing capital ma- .
chinery, industrial raw materi- Production

als and spare parts which will
create incentives among the ex-
isting and the potential en-
trepreneurs to invest in this
sector.

But the productive ca{)aﬂity
does not mean having only ma-
chinery, spare parts and raw
matertals, it also means ui-
sition of land to install the fac-
tory, regular and uninterrupted
supplies of electricity, gas and
water, technical expertise to op-
erate, run and repair these ma-
chines when they breakdown.
In the current state of power
crisis, esrecially electricity and
gas supplies, how would an en-
trepreneur summon up courage
to invest money in setting up
new industries ? These issues
have been taken up by the busi-
ness community and some
newspaper editors in their edi-
torials.

Similarly, terrorism and ex-
tortionism by hoodlums and
the inactivity of the police dis-
couraging the entrepreneurs to
set up industries have also been
emphasized by the business
community and some consci-
entious editors of the press.

There seems to be consider-
able room for cutting imports
by promoting domestic produc-
fion of some items like edible
oil, yarn, fabric, cattle and
milk etc. Some of these are mat-
ters of developing backward-
linkage industries like inte-

ated textile mills for yarn and
abric by importing raw cotton
and producing yarn or finished
fabric. Similarly, by importing
oil seeds, finished edible il can
be produced domestically
rather than importing it in
large quantities. Powder milk
is imported and made into lig-
uid milk for the internal mar-
ket, the value-added of which
activity is utterly low, some-
where between 5-10 per cent.

- There are some fresh milk sup-

plﬁrlng firms in the country
which are competing success-
fully with the foreign giants but
for some administrative diffi-
culties these cannot maintain
their re%ular supplies.
Similarly, there is no reason
why Bangladeshi farmers can-
not grow cattle which are com-
ing from outside in vast num-
bers. There is a need for appro-

~ spent in importing

priate lending facilities and
some institutional assistance
like veterinary services and
feed supplies to the farmers
which are not very difficult to
provide. Such measures will
create employment as well as
save precious foreign ex-
changes. Some of these mea-
sures can be treated as "deemed
exports” (like yarn and fabric
etc.) while others (like cattle,
milk and edible oil etc.) can be
treated as import competing ac-

tivities without any subsidy or

protection.

The New FYEIP and the
Cross-Border Trade

The new FYEIP does not rep-
resent the total trade situation
of the country since it does not
touch on the cross-border trade.
The latter comes to about one-
third or even more of the offi-
cial trade of B adesh (based
on The World Bank's Study,
Bangladesh: Trade Policy Re-
form For Improving the Incen-
tive Regime, October, 1996).

In a recent study by Dr.
Atiur Rahman and Abdur Raz-
zaque (in The Daily Star, Au-
gust 4, 1998) the scale of this op-
eration may be much larger
than what was estimated ear-
lier. There are a few problems of
payment that Bangladesh has
to tackle. First, Bangladesh im-
ports some items from abroad
through official trade which are
smuggled to India to pay for In-
dian goods which means that
Bangladesh's hard currency is
these goods
and India is getting these by
paying in its own currency.

According to these authors
this has come down now [ al-
though thei.r have su ed only
five smuggling routes) but in a
complete survey of all smug-

ing routes the picture may be
ifferent. Second, the hard cur-
rencies earned by Bangladeshi
expatriates abroad are sent
through Indian private chan-
nels (mostly Marwari channel)

which are used in pa for In-
dian gobods smuggled to
Bangladesh. This represents a
huge loss of foreign currency to

Eag]%:adesh.

ird, Bangladeshis also
pay in terms of gold at the bor-
der for Indian goods. These are
most serious point for the gov-
ernment to come to grip with.
Way must be found to formalise
this cross-border trade so that
government gets the hard cur-
rency of the expatriates as well
as revenues from customs duties
on the goods imported from
India, Otherwise, it will remain
a channel of leakages of hard
currency for Bangladesh.

Conclusions

The new FYEIP of the gov-
ernment provides a summary
statement of all the trade liber-
alisation policies it has adopted
so far and also the future direc-
tion of such policies for export
development. It will certainly
encourage entrepreneurs to in-
vest in the export industries,
but it has not said anything
about how to tackle the most
difficult problems of export ca-
pacity-building, supplies of
electricity, gas and water,
transport problems, problems
of constant interruptions of
work at ports and r ys, po-
litical strikes, and terrorism
and extortionism which are

crippling businesses and indus-
tries at present.

There are a number of back-
ward linkage industries which
can be treated as "deemed ex-
ports" and others which can be
treated as import cnm&vaﬂng in-
dustries that can be developed
without tariff protection. These
“ggllgave acérg; t{?:cign ex-
C es earn country.

Finally, there is a naedt?
integrating the "cross-border
trade” with official trade to rep-
resent the total trade position
of the country as well as to plug
the Inﬂﬁ?ules of the country's
trade. The latter has been tak-
ing place on a vast scale
through which Bangladesh has
been losing considerable
amount of hard currencies and
custom revenues.

Clinton's Visit to South Asia Hangs in the

E planned visit of United
I States President Bill
Clinton to South Asia now
certainly hangs in the balance.
Developments surrounding the
personal life of the president
and a shift in the perception of
the American icy towards
the region following the
nuclearisation of the area have
introduced elements of
nceislainty in the visit that is
to take place later this year.

For Bangladesh, the visit
would have been the first by an
American president to this
country. Officials in New Delhi
and Islamabad are hoping that
the American president will go
ahead with the visit since noth-
ing has been heard on the con-
trary. Bangladesh also feels
that the visit will go off despite
the question mark on it.

When asked, foreign secre-
tary Mustafizur Rahman said
that there is nothing to suggest
that the visit was in jeopardy as
latest developments in the
United States centering the
president are entirely his per-
sonal matters.

"We are walting to receive
him." he said and his answer is
very much on the line expected
from a seasoned and articulate
diplomat which he is.

But the reality is that the big
question mark over the visit is
not without reason and many
di?]ﬂmatic analysts like me
will be pleasantly surprised to
an extent if the visit finally
comes off on the schedule. It is
not meant to say that Mr. Clin-

If President Clinton survives the present storm, it will be a prudent step from the US if the South Asian trip
remains intact despite different problems because this will vindicate Washington's

assertions that it attaches greater important to this region.

ton is unlikely to be here in Oc-
tober /November this year, but
what is being stressed that a sea
change has taken place when
the visit was announced and the
present circumstances. And
this uncertainty does not stem
from the controversies involv-
ing the president alone but also
other basic foreign policy pa-
rameters of Washington - that

overn the policy towards

uth Asia.

However, there is no denying
that when the President is per-
sonally at peril everything else
becomes in a way less signifi-
cant since Mr. Clinton as a per-
son and his identity as the pres-
ident cannot be fully diverse
howsoever personal is the na-
ture of the debate. And in the
process, the programmes of the
president inclu in%{1 his politi-
cal agenda at ome and
itineraries abroad can be
thrown into uncertainty.

The Monica Lewinsky
r:ijismle is now the cynosure of
all eyes no matter how the de-
velopments relating to this per-
sonal incident of the president

is being interpreted in different
circles at home and abroad.

Certainly, the presidency has
been imprinted with a mark of
deception and betrayal of the
trust as Mr. William Jefferson
Clinton has changed the story

what he has been sayimmg for the
last seven months.

This has prompted call of
resignations from the rival
Senators and Congress of the
Republican party and this call
is not totally without an echo in
his own Democratic party. Ex-
pectedly, Mr. Clinton has
Spur such calls but the con-
troversy over remai in the
office will haunt him at least

in the office. Even in recent
past, Mr Ronald Reagan disap-
peared after serving the two
terms and seen as a very effi-
cient president. Mr Clinton is
much younger and he will be
only 54 when he is scheduled to
lay down the office after second
— and current — term of which
he is now midway through.

He is considered as a success-
ful president is because several

| i

tor some time till the dust
raised by the issue settles down.
If the situation aggravates
which is likely to be clear in the
near future, Mr. Clinton may
find him increasingly vulnera-
ble on a slippery ground threat-
ening his political future and
existence.

Theoretically and virtually,
the active political life of an
American president is gener-
ally over when he completes
two consecutive terms regard-
less how successful he had n

MATTERS &l
AROUND US B

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

factors including the health of
the economy and assertion in
the foreign policy matters
favours him. His current tur-
moil was unexpected although
his links with alleged women-
related affairs are old stories.
Few had thought that an affair
involving the former young in-
tern of the White House would
land him at a position where he
is today. _

But one should not lose sight
of the fact that Mr Clinton has
an amazing record for rebound

— whether politically and per-
sonally. He may live up to his
reputation by eventually
weathering the current storm.
And in such an event his
planned trips abroad inctudi;g
to this region may remain unaf-
fected even if its is to mean a
semblance of normality.

The South Asia visit of the

US President came under cloud
earlier when two important
countries where Mr Clinton has
to pay the visit exploded nu-
clear devices in last May. Ar-
guably, the US has to take note
ol this situation when it per-
tains to its much avowed policy
and that too relating to the nu-

clear issue. The initial tough’

American reactions that in-
clude economic sanctions
notwithstanding, the wvisit to
South Asia was not called off. It
was left to future developments
in the region centering the nu-
clear issue like whether India
and Pakistan were signing the
CTBT and the NPT.

The visit of the American
president was in a way inextri-
cably linked with the nuclear-
related subjects and as such the
visit had not becn as definite as
it should iiave after the nuclear
devices. Senior American offi-
cials visited both the countries
but no clear and tangible
progress was made on the

Balance

atomic issues. Then came the
Monica episode which may
snowball at later stage.

This conditions were further
compounded by the bombings at
the American embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania and the
subsequent measures by Wash-
ington by bombing "terrorists”
positions also in South Asian
region. The security for the
Americans and their embassies
have been beefed up in several
countries in the region and this
‘ar.fsn does not favour a planned

sit of the president to go on
1he schedule although this can-
not be any strong reason to-
wards calling off the visit.

The visit of American Secre-
tary of State Madeline Albright
to Dhaka several months ago
could not meterialise as she got

~ bogged down to urgent Middle

East diplomacy centering Iraﬁ
but she did come to India an
Pakistan for a shortened pe-
riod. Later, the then US ambas-
sador to the United Nations Bill
Richardson was in the region
including Bangladesh when he
firmly announced that Presi-
dent Clinton will be in this
country in next fall.

But development that fol-
lowed later has made the visit
uncertain. If President Clinton
survives the present storm. it
will be a prudent step from the
US if the South Asian trip re-
mains intact despite different
problems because this will vin-
dicate Washington's assertions
that it attaches greater impor-
tant to this region.
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On Railway: A

clarification
Sir, Railway management's
attention has been drawn to the
editorial captioned "Railway's
Looting Syndrome" published
in The Daily Star of August 18.

It has been stated that 3000
Railway coaches are lying un-
cared for at the yards of western
zone of Bangladesh Railway, as
reported by the Rajshahi corre-
spondent of the daily. It is clari-
fied that Bangladesh Railway
has a total holding of 1332
coaches of which only 507
coaches belong to the west zone.
Therefore, the information re-
garding 3000 coaches lying un-
cared for cannot be true. In fact,
most of the 507 coaches of the
west zone are being utilized in
passenger train services.

We are grateful that a clarifi-
cation from Bangladesh Rail-
way has been sought in the edi-
torial. It would however be ap-
preciated if, before making edi-
torial observation of this na-
ture, Bangladesh Railway were
gﬂmn the opportunity to clarify
the actual position so that the
readers are not misinformed.

Mostofa-E-Jamil
Director/PR

- Bangladesh R&kuy

What about a peace
pact by India?
Sir, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina made herself a laughing

stock by going to India Pak-
istan to iate” between the

1 two countries wi_th a view to re-
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straining them trom lurther es-
calating nuclear arms race.

She could have done a much
better job if she could persuade
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to agree to
negotiate a peace pact with
Anup Chetia of ULFA in the
same manner as the wonderful
peace pact that Sheikh Hasina
was forced to make with terror-

ist Santu Larma. Or did she de-*

sist from such an effort because
then Atal Bihari Vajpayee could
be a contestant for the Nobel
Peace Prize and thus become
her rival for that coveted re-
ward?

Raihanul Abedin
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

The grass is no
longer greener

Sir, The great decade of
hitching jobs abroad maf_,.r be pe-
tering out, judging by the eco-
nomic indicators flagging in
different parts of the developed
and fast developing worlds. A
section of the Bangladeshi
workers in Japan have started
leaving the island of the sun
rather willingly due to worsen-
ing recession, and internall
mismanaged economy. Sout
Korea is no lnn%;:r employment-
friendly, and the Asian tigers
cannot live on grass. Europe is
watching the setting sun at
home and the rising sun further
East, while the ME is saturated
development-wise, but rising
politically (the latter hachns.
once the physical infrastruc-
ture is in place).

The rich do not remain rich
when the funds are not mobile,

but currently the investors'
climate is like the fluctuating
weather forecasts before the
monsoon: hot, humid and
cloudy, with the sun playing
hide and seek.

The factories are nearer
home in Asia. and more and
more work centres are spring-
ing up at home. ‘It would be
wiser to be mentally prepared
for sagging home remittances,
keeping In tune with the erod-
ing Taka. The grass abroad is
getting less cacC 'es< preen, as
the driving economies seek
more and more markets in ris-
ing South Asia, before the tigers
spring back to wag the tails
again.

The pre-2000 period is a time
for stock-taking and revalua-
tions. The tiresome acts of the
century's closing formalities
have to be gone through durin
this transition erioc
[symbolized by the YZK prob-
lem). Poor Bangladesh is rich in
transition experience for over
two decades. Time to limp out of
the vicious eircle, and pick up
the baton in front. The race is to
the swift...

The prodigals’ return will set
in motion prodigious exercises
in homecoming reception and
seitlement programmes, now
deceptively out of sight, and in
bearing. We have the artless
knack of being caught napping
time and again.

This time we have to play Lhe
numbers gan;c, and keep jin-

ling the employment or unems-
%In}rmtnt figures, startfhg with
the SOEs. The truant trade
unions (CBAs) will not take
kindly to the invaders from the
first world, although not aliens,
but very much our kith and kin.
The 'second world' of waiting
eriod does not exist in the
ird World, dominated by the
teeming unemployed.

Feeding the mouths is not
enough: the feet have to march
forward in formation, which
hartal lessons do not coach.
How to turn liabilities into as-
sets? That is the litmus test for

-_—

leadership qualities,

There are two conventional
armours to face the onslaught:
political stability, and concur-
rence at the national level of ac-

_ tivities. We are still experi-

mentln%wlth cooked-up devices
and subjective policies. Other
supplementary support services
have to be provided by a strong
banking sector, a lean and dedi-
cated bureaucracy, and re-
learning the motto: "Service Be-
fore Self”.

Water hyacinth floats and
blocks the way, and cannot act
as pilots. Entering the harbour

rovides relief when the
erthing and anchoring are
right and secure.

A Husnain

Dhaka

The government and
the police

Sir, A country can do with-
out a defence force. For exam-

le, Costa Rica has no armed
orces. But | do not know of any
country without police. During
early '80s, the most disgusting
episode involving the family of

okul Chandra of Berguna oc-
curred when even the chairman
of the Union suffered indigni-
ties for giving protection to the
victims of police repression.

When BNP was in power, the
heinous Yasmeen incident oc-
curred in Dinajpur. Home Min-
istry in Dhaka prnmptg issued
a most disgraceful and utterly
false press note. Administra-
tion in fact condoned the action
of the culprits resulting was a
mass upsurge, costing the life of
eight more persons.

Under the present govern-
ment when in Dhaka CMM
court premises in the police
section, a child was violated,
not one of the nineteen (I think
that is the number) of the police
personnel concerned was ap-
prehended. Even President Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed had

to publicly express his disap-
pointment.

It seems to me that the evil
group in the police force is hold-
ing government in thralldom.
We have a police force of per-
haps eighty thousand. I guess
not more than a couple of thou-
sands are vicious. y should it
be difficult to put these behind
bars? Our Home Minister is
sincere and hard working. He
was in the Army but why does
he hesitate to take prompt ac-
tion?

Akber Kabir
Komorpur, Faridpur

HR in Turkey

Sir. What the military gov-
ernment in Turkey is perpetrat-
ing in that country in the name
of secularism is a violation of
the fundamental and basic hu-
man rights and the principles
of democracy as weﬂ. In the
matter of depriving the major-
ity Muslim population of both
their religious and democratic
rights, the present government
has surpassed any secularist or
anti-Islamic government in the
world.

Mahmudul Hasan
461, Surjasen Hall
Dhaka University

What art thou,
HANA?
Sir, The ©people of

Bangladesh were relieved when
the signing of SOFA was re-
fused. For once, as a democratic
country the people voiced their
opinion which was adhered to.
But the arm twisting attitude of
the su rs cannot be over-
looked.

Soon came HANA — old wine
in a new bottle. The clauses of
SOFA, with change of caveat.

turmed to HANA. Do we need the
US defence to assess the hu-
manitarian needs. while organ-
isations like USAID, Asia
Foundation Ford Foundation
(regional office in New Delhi)
:1115 the like under the umbrella
of US office are present for such
need assessment studies?

SOFA, HANA strategies
hatched by superpowers are old
tricks played on the underde-
veloped, poor countries for past
decades. The disturbing feature
of HANA, MoU (that drew public
attention) is, it reached the peo-

le of the People's Republic of

angladesh a week later from
the date of signing, that too an-
nounced by the outgoing US de-
fence attache., Why have our
democratically elected leaders
kept mum on the issue?

Should we suspect som
fishy? Is it possible for the
government to spell out the
clauses in the MoU on HANA, or
are we asking for too much?

Zaraazra
Dhaka-1207

Electronic banking

Sir. We congratulate Mr M
Taheruddin's article on Elec-
tronic Banking, which is the
need of the hour in Bangladesh.
Foreign banks only are taking
the lead in this service. As a re-
tired government servant, it is a
real nuisance for me to spend
long hours at the bank
branches for cash operation.

ATM service is a must. In
foreign countries, 1 have seen
how easy it is for customers of
banks to LE»:J to ATM and draw
funds ir:_ e aﬁm"‘g after work
and on festival days.

Please keep up the good work
and urge a banks in
Bangladesh to start ATM ser-
vice for the benefit of small ac-
count holders like myself and

many others.

A Khaliquzzaman
Kalabagan, Dhaka



