BUY NOW ... PAY LATER

-'g '
F

E T
5 "=
s (:

M) Authorized distributor i Bangladesh lor Wherlpoo! Appliances, USA

VOL. VIII NO. 208 REGD. NO. DA 781

Body may be set
up to monitor
accounting
standards: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said that the gov-
ernment will consider setting
up a regulatory body to monitor
accounting standards and prac-
tices in the country.

- She made the announcement
yesterday in response to de-
mands [rom chartered ac-
counts.

“This sounds to be a good
proposal.” she told the inaugu-
ral session of 13th South Asian
Federation of Accountants
(SAFA) conference in the city.

“In the interest of achievin
better accauntabilitg an
transparency of the published
financial statements, the gov-
ernment will look into this,™
she said.

The inaugural function of
the two-day conference was also
addressed by Finance Minister
Shah AMS Kibria, Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed. Former Finance Minis-
ter Saifur Rahman, MP, pre-

See Page 12 Col 4

A well prepared
plan needed to
tackle post-flood
situation: Khaleda

RAIPURA, Narsingdi, Aug
22: Leader of the {}i'::{]i::sitiun in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
today urged the government to
tackle the post-flood situation
for saving the people from
hunger and diseases, reports
UNB.

Apprehending a grave post-
flood situation — hunger and
epidemics — the BNP Chief said
a well prepared plan is needed
to save the people.

Begum Zia was making a
brief speech while distributing
relief among the flood victims
at Atosh Ali Bazar in Raipura
thana in the afternoon.

Begum Zia u;gcd the gov-
ernment to take adequate steps
for-sending medical teams with
medicines and pure drinking
water to save the people from
diseases.

The BNP chairperson re-
; newed hér call to open gruel
kitchens in the worst affected
areas and supply dry and
cooked food every day. Wher-
ever she visited the affected

ple she found le passing
their days half fed or hungry.

Beguimn Zia said the govern-
ment has failed to mitigate the

See Page 12 Col 2
7-party postpones
mass hunger

strike programme

The BNP led seven-party al-
liance has postponed its August
26 programme of mass hunger
strike and E’mcessinn consider-
ing the suffering of the people
amid continued worsening of
flood situation, reports UNB.

It was decided at a meeting of
the Alliance at 29 Minto Road

esterday evening with BNP
le Abd

ader Barrister us Salam
. Talukder in the chair, said a

spokesman of-the Alliance.

The Alliance earlier called
the programme to press for the
trial of the %ersnns responsible
for the death in police custody,
including Rubel, and to protest
violation of human rights by
the government, its misrule,
and state and political terror-
ism.

The meeting said the gov-
ernment was busy in observi
various days and filing false
cases against BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia along with
other leaders and workers ig-
noring its responsibility to

See Page 12 Col 2
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Flood waters submerge Dhaka-Ctg Highway

BHADRA 8, 1405 BS
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at several pomts

Major rivers close to highest

water levels since '

The country’s flood situation
has taken a 'devastating turn' as
the major rivers are now close
to their highest ever water lev-
els since 1954, reports UNB.

The Padma vyesterday
crossed the previous highest
level of 22.97 metre at Pankha
and was flowing at 23.52 metre.

"It may turn catastrophic,”
said an official in the Flood
Forecasting Centre.

Traflic movement between
the capital and port city
Chittagong virtually came to a
halt as flood waters submerged
seven places on Dhaka-Chit-
Ltagong Highwai.

About five kilometre of the
highway went under two-[eet
waler. Roads and Highway olli-
cials told UNB last night rolling
waters caused bi% holes at
Kamtal and Jangail points on
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movement.

the highway.

About one kilometre of the
highway was submerged at
Keodhala and Jangail points
where at least 500 yards have
gone under three to four feet of
water,

Transports now take 20-21
hours to reach Dhaka from
Chittagong due to disruption of
the road communieation.

The Laksham police admin-
istration has advised transport
owners not to drive through
Daudkandi bridge.

About 700 feet road of
Dhaka-Sylhet Highway have
been inundated at Borpa point
in Rupganj thana of Narayan-
gan% istrict.

he flood waters have also
threatened several embank-
ments and dikes. DND em-
bankment in Dhaka.
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WATERLOGGING: No rain for the last twn“daysmhutmthé city's Green Road

jshahi,

flood

control embankment at Ra-
Pabna flood control
embankment, Brahmaputra
embankment at Sariakandi in
Bogra and some other dikes at
different places were threatened
as breaches or leakage have de-
veloped due to heavy pressure of
waters.

Relief Ministr control
room yesterday said flood situ-
ation in 15 districts worsened
further with reports of eight
more deaths and inundation of
new areas.

Official said six flood-re-
lated deaths were reported from
Madaripur and two from Ja-
malpur yesterday raising the
death toll to 330.

In addition to these, the
Health Control Room sources
said that four persons died of
diarrhoea. Of them. two died in
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remains under water,

Moulvibazar and one each in
Kurigram and Chandpur. With

these the toll from diarrhoeal
diseases stood at 62.
The flood situation re-

mained unchanged in eight dis-
tricts while eight others
marked a slight improvement,
according to the control room.
The situation deteriorated in
Dhaka. Narayanganj, Munshi-
ﬁmj. Narsingdi, Manikganj.
ymensingh, Jamalpur,
Faridpur, Rajbari, Madaripur,
Shariatpur, Sirajganj. Bogra,
Gaibandha and Chapainawab-
gan
he flood was static in
Gazipur, Kishoreganj.
Noakhali. Laxmipur, Chand-
ur, Pabna, Brahmanbaria and
urigram.
However, the improving
See Page 12 Col 4
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PSC for Block-8 uncertain

Partner of US co to

withdraw from bid

By Sharier Khan

A partner com of a US
biddel::' which w!;aanyawarded
Block-8 in the Second Round
Block Bidding for oil and ﬁas
exploration in the country has
decided to withdraw from the
bid, sources said.

This would mean that final
negotiation and signing of a
Production Sharing Contract
(PSC) for Block-8 would become
uncertairn. _

Pangaea, a small US com-
any formed in 1996, won
lock-8 although it did not have

any track record or bank guar-
antée as required by
Petrobangla. The government
had earlier asked Pangaea to
bring in a hiﬁ?r partner and it
brought in OMV late last year.

OMV, the Austrian partner
ol Pangaea, has now said that it
would come to invest in
Baniladtsh only if it was given
Block -11.

OMV was not a bidder in the

Second Round Block Bidding al-
though it had purchased data
from ctrnban'gFa before the bid
was floated in May-June last
year.

The Austrian company is
now saying that working in
block-8 alone would not be
profitable enough for its in-
volvement. It said investment
would be practical if the gov-
ernment also awarded the Pan-
gaea-OMV joint venture block-
11, the sources said.

Meanwhile, moves are un-
derway to ensure Irish company
Tullow blocks 9 and 11 without
any partners. So far, the gov-
ernment tried to find Tullow
some big partners in both these
blocks. Accordingly, US joint
venture Chevron-Texaco and
US-Malaysian joint venture
Mobil-Petronas had held nego-
tiations with Tullow and the
government,

See Page 12 Col 1
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! BCL calls indefinite

Hﬁmpering traffic

Alleged rape of 3 students

- strike at JU

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Awami League-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) has called an in-
definite strike at Jahangirna-
ar University (JU) from today
emanding identification and
punishment of the persons re-

dents of the university in the
last three months.

However, following a meet-
ing with the Vice Chancellor In-

charge., Prof Azizul Haq
Bhuiyan, yesterday. BCL lead-
ers said the viva voce for ad-

mission into the first year hon-

| ours classes of the university

would be kept out of the purview
of the strike. The viva voce,

.| which started Saturday, would

conclude tomorrow.

At a press conference on Fri-
day, the BCL leaders sald re-
ports published in a section of
newspapers involving dne of
their top leaders in the rapes
were untrue, baseless and moti-

vated.

| cluding

Different organisations in-
s BCL, Ganotantrik
Chhatra Oikkya (GCO) and Gen-
eral Students’ Unity (GSU)

brought out separate proces-
sions on the campus yesterday
protesting the rape incidents.

GCO and GSU have also an-
nounced programmes to stage
demonstrations and bring out
torch processions on the cam-
pus demanding punishment to
the culprits responsible for the
rapes.

They also announced a pro-
ramme to gherao the VC's of-
ice on Tuesday to press home

their demand.

JU Teachers' Association
(JUTA) in a statement yesterday
demanded a neutral investiga-
tion into the alleged rape inci-
dents and urged the authorities
to ensure exemplary punish-
ment to the persons responsi-
ble.

.Expressing concern over the -

presence of outsiders on the
campus, JUTA asked the au-
thorities to drive out all the
outsiders from the campus and
take action against those who
provided them sheiter.
Meanwhile, the five-member
committee formed to ﬁlmb-: into
See Page 12 Col |
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Women looking for jobs abroad

'Blanket ban' no solution,

:I"ht government has no plan
to lift the ban on recruitment of
Bangladeshi women for foreign

labour markets, despite appeals

from recruiting agencies.

"No second thﬂught would be
given immediately.” said a high
official of the Labour and Man-
power Ministry. referring to re-
cruiting agencies' plea that the
ban would frustrate the coun-
try's efforts for earning more
foreign exchange. "The decision
to impose the ban was taken by
a cabinet committee after judg-
ing its probable implications,”
the official explained while
talking to The Daily Star.

However. Bangladesh Asso-
ciation of International Re-
cruiting Agencies (BAIRA), apex
bedy of some 500 manpower re-
cruiting a%lﬂncies in the country,
resented the July 21 decision of,
what it termed. 'blanket ban' on
women trying their luck in the
burgeoning labour markets
abroad. BAIRA regretted the
ﬁuvtrnment‘s taking such a

ecision without taking its

view. "
According to official esti-

By Reaz Ahmad

mates, some 25 lakh expatriate
Bangladeshi workers remit
over Tk 6000 crore annually,
which contributes to growth of
the national economy. BAIRA
claimed that over 10 per cent of
the total remittance comes
from some two lakh female
Bangladeshi workers. Most of
them went abroad, mainly
Middle East, over the last three
years to work as industrial
worker, nurse, cleaner and do-
mestic help. it said.

President of BAIRA Mo-
hammad Noor Ali has appealed
to the Prime Minister for lifting
the ban saying that the ban
would frustrate the collective
efforts for empowerment of
women and would have its im-
pact on foreign exchange re-
serve.

Ali told this correspondent
that according to reports avalil-
able with the BAIRA, not more
than one per cent of total
Bangladeshi women workforce
abroad had been subjected to
torture. “There were some prob-
lems in Saudi Arabia. where
some Bangladeshi women went

sayrecruiting agencies

to work as domestic help. But
there is no complain of any sort
from those who are working in
Malaysian garment factories or
Kuwaiti hospitals,” claimad Ali.

*The ban is not a solution.
There are incidents of torture
on women in our own country
also.” argued Ali. Officials of
the country’'s missions in some
ME countries, according to him,
had provided the government
with 'negative reports’ just to re-
lieve themselves from any addi-
tional responsibility.

"This is a clear discrimina-

tion. Stoppage of legal flow :

would increase women traffick-
ing.” said Mohammad Maoshar-
ral Hossain. immediate past

president ol BAIRA.
Hossain said the govern-

menl could at best put restric-
tion on recruitment of domestic
help in specific country or
countries but, "a blanket ban
would just shut the doors for
many Bangladeshi skilled yet
jobless women."”

On the other hand, Man-

power MmlatrY officials said
See Page 12 Col 3

Grameen Bank model may usher in new paradigm of development

Roundtable on Economics of Prof Yunus

As the existing economics
has proved unable to address
the need of the poor, Prof Mo-
hammad Yunus's Grameen
Bank model may be ushering in
a new paradigm of develop-
ment. _

Prof Yunus challenged that
economic agents are not com-
mon for all the countries,
pointed out that even if the
market is neutral, people come
to the market with unequal re-
source endowments and power,
which is 'conveniently forgot-
ten' by neo-classical economics.

These views came at a dis-
cussion on "Economics of Prof
Yunus: An alternative para-
digm in the making?" jointly
organised by The Daily Star
and the Centre for Alternatives
at the British Council au-
ditorium yesterday.

By Staff Correspondent

Dr Syed M Hashemi of the
Grameen Trust opened the dis-
cussion saying that conven-
tional economics is irrelevant
to address poverty and that
there is a need to place the cen-
tral emphasis on people, on
poor people, rather than "some
mystified market that neither
provides for economic welfare
nor can create more humane
conditions."

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman
of BIDS said the work of Prof
Yunus demonstrates the limi-
tations of economics as a mas-
ler to problems.

He said Prof Yunus has pro-
vided new thought that almost
everyone is an entrepreneur
and that institutions are im-
portant for poverty alleviation.

Prof Yunus has also revi-
talised the notion of ethics and

economics by launching a so-
cially cons€ientious pro-
gramme and raised the need for
implementing theories rather
than remaining in academic
confines.

He said the achievement of
micro-credit had been, how-
ever, modest even after 20 years
of practice.

But, he added, micro-credit
had an impact on extreme
manifestations of poverty. At
the same time, female educa-
tion and mobility- of women
have acted as social multipliers,

One of the participants in
the discussion, Golam Rasul, a
doctor by profession, said it is
his experience that Grameen
Bank charges very high rates on
micro-credit and that the poor
people who take credits often

See Page 12 Col 7

Death of young
man sparks

violence at
Patuakhali

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 22: An angry
mob today attacked and ran-
sacked more than 100 shops at
Puranbazar of Patuakhali dis-
trict after @ youngman, as-
saulted by an armed gang, suc-
cumbed to the injuries, accord-
ing to local people and police.

About 30 people were injured
during the rampage.

Earlier yeslerda;. some
armed miscreants ol Puran-
bazar area assaulted one Arif,
24, of Shimulbagh due to previ-
ous enmity.

Later, Arif died while he was
being shifted to Dhaka aboard
passenger launch. .

News of Arif's death sparked
anger among the Shimulbaﬁh
residents and they attacked the
Puranbazar area in search of
the miscreants responsible for
his death.

Several hundred panic-
stricken shopkeepers and
shoppers ran helter, skelter for
salety.

The mob caught some of the
alleged gang members and beat
them up severely. Four of the
scvertlg injured were admitted
to the Patuakhali Sadar Hospi-
tal under police guard.

A large police contingent
was deployed in the area.

Rubel murder case

Judicial body records
statement of Mukuli

By Staff Correspondent

The judicial inquiry com-
mission probing the murder of
Rubel in the custody of police
yesterday recorded the state-
ment of Mukuli Begum, a local
leader of the ruling party and a
neighbour of the victim.

he commission also
recorded the statement of two
other businessmen of the local-
ity, sources said.

Rubel's mother in her state-
ment to the CID and the judicial
commission earlier said that
she rushed to Mukuli Begum for
help soon after getting the in-
formation of her son's arrest on
July 23.

In her statement recorded
with the judicial commission
Mukuli Begum acknowledged
that Jahanara Begum had vis-
ited her after she learnt about
her son's arrest.

Mukuli Begum also claimed
that following the request of
Rubel's mother she called
Ramna thana to find out his
whereabouts. Ramna thana.
however, informed that they
did not arrest anyone by that
name, she is learnt to have told
the commission. :

According to Mukuli Begum,

| she later left the house to

The roundtable on 'Economics of Professor Mohammed Yunus: An alternative paradigm in
the making?"' —in progress at the British Council auditorium yesterday.

pickup her daughter from a
coaching centre. sources said.

The two businessmen in
their statements to the judicial
commission said that they
knew Rubel as a gentleman and
had no complaint against him.

Meanwhile, ft was learnt
that AC Akram Hussain, the
principal accused in the Rubel
murder case, is likely to un-
dergo an operation of his 'anal
fissure' at the PG Hospital to-
day. Akram had developed the
disease almost 10 years ago and
the operation is quite simple,
said a doctor involved in his
two week-long treatment at the
hospital.

Akram was admitted to the
hospital on August 10. He was
taken there on the second day of
his three-day remand after only
six hours interrogation by the
CID. :

UNB quoting sources adds:
Mukuli Begum yesterday re-
peated the statement she had
given to CID.

The two other persons were
Quamruzzaman and Waliul [s-
lam, owners of the Cambridge
Coaching Centre and National
Computer: Coaching Centre re-

See Page 12 Col 1
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One killed as
terrorists open

fire in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 22: One
person was killed and three
others received bullet wounds
when a p of armed terror-
ists suddenly attacked a restau-
rant in front of the Victoria
Jute Mill at Pahartoli this af-
ternoon, police said.

The injured, including two
jute mill workers were admitted
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital. One of them identified
as Abul Hossain succumbed to
E:Iuries at around 9 pm, hospi-

sources said.

Police said the terrorists
numbering four arrived by an
autorickshaw in front of the
restaurant and opened fire in-
discriminately.

Later, they snatched money
from the cash box of the restau-
rant, police added.

Protesting the incident, the
jute mill workers and local
people put up barricade on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
halting traffic movement.

However, none was arrested
so far.

Classes suspended
CU student hurt
1in- ‘Shibir
attack, dies

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 22: Chit-
tagong University Authorities
have suspended all classes of
the university for three days till
Monday following death of a
student this morning.

Sanjay Tala?atra. a second
year student of Fine Arts De-

artment of the university suc-
umbed to injuries at "Chit-

tagong Medical College Hospital
at around 7:30 am.

He was injured in an attack
allegedly by the activists of
Chhatra Shibir at Chittagong
Railway Station on Thursday.

All-party Student Alliance
brought out a procession on the
campus in the morning de-
manding arrest of the killers.

The processionists attacked
some Shibir activists on the

See Page 12 Col 6

N-tests: Talbot to
hold ‘critical
meetings' with
Indo,Pak envoys

WASHINGTON, Aug 22: US
Depuly Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott will meet Indian
and Pakistani envoys next
week for what the State De-

ent called 'critical meet-
ings' on the two countries' re-
cent nuclear tests, reports
Reuter.

Department spokesman
James Foley said Talbott would
meet Indian special envoy
Jaswant Singh in Washington
on Monday and Pakistani For-
eign Secretary Shamshead
Ahmed in London on Tuesday.

"These are critical meetings,"
Foley told a news briefing. He
said Washington hoped that the
two rivals would be prepared to
make forward steps in the
direction of the international
community's agenda for
defusing the situation caused b
the nuclear explosions in Sou
Asia.”

First India and then Pak-
istan staged nuclear tests in

See Page 12 Col 6
Voters’ ID card
by June '99: CEC

Chief Election Commission
(CEC) Mohammad Abu Hena
esterday said the commission
as taken all necessary mea-
sures for handing over cor-
rected voters identity card to
every citizen of the country by
June '99, reports BSS.

He was reviewing the
progress of correction of the
voters list of Jessore district at
Jessore Circuit House,

Presided over by the Deguty
Commissioner and Chief Coor-
dinator of voters list correction
committee, the meeting was at-
tended by district election offi-
cer, all thana nirbahi officers
and thana election officers.

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner said eligible and new
voters would have to be included
in the revised voters' list by
dmpcring names of those who
are dead or have changed ad-
dress. _ .

He urged the voter registra-
tion officers for giving impor-
tance to proper scrutiny of ap-

lication forms. He said steps
ad been taken for multiple use
of voters' ID card to increase its
importance.

- Terrorist Nasir
shifted to
Comilla jail
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 22: The
Islami Chhatra Shibir backed
terrorist Nasir, arrested by po-
lice in a raid few months ago,
was shifted to Comilla central
jail from Chittagong jail, jail
officials said.

They said that Nasir was
shiftcdy to Comilla central _hail

ve

under a strong police escort
days ago due to security reason.




