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A Shelter Indeed!

This (below) in fact is an under-construction five-star hotel building at Begunbari,
Tejgaon. Flood affected people of nearby slums and squatters have found it ideal
for a temporary shelter. They have made their own arrangements for cooking
(right) and living on its sprawling floors. And there is perhaps no dearth of water

for washing and bathing (bottom) from connections at the site, and
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they have no

dearth of drapings to create compartments (bottom right) for themselves.

The flood waters will soon recede and they will go back to their own abodes. None
of them may ever come here to enter ‘as a boarder but, while passing by, may point
his/her finger to the posh hotel and say, he/she also lived for a while under its
roof, thanks to deluge.

r l 1HIS budding nation is fa-
miliar with the
patronizing culture of

illegal toll collection (blood-

stained cash) by lawless and
unauthorised groups. under
anonymous and anwerful god-
fathers who wield a lot of influ-
ence in the upper circles, and
hold sway over the society and
run the country and the people
by the nose, and by the ears (the
tyranny of ornate and unpro-

uctive oratory inflicted on the
unwilling carB’.

The same aberration con-
tinues in other sectors, where
the national planners face

roblems sorting the bad from
he beautiful; for example, the
mighty potential of the contri-
bution of the ricksahw industry
to the GDP is ignored, while
nagging with the traffic jams
and unauthorised vehicles and
drivers (one has to be developed,
the other de-developed).

In the campus also,
hy]imcrluy par excellence pre-
vails: the budding careers of the
future leaders are patronisingly
ignored while quietl}r endorsing
the cult of violence, jyzar after
year, regardless of the change in
regimes.

Are we aware that we have
all along been p:?'lng another
kind of community collective
fine or moral toll since inde-
pendence for not being able to
run and develop the country in
a routing peaceful manner, as
national consensus demands.

We can detect such signs in
the continued political insta-
bility for a generation, and
polarisations in the society In
the garb of 'holy’ politics, cul-

Paying the National Toll

by A Husnain

tural vehemence, and 'vile' or
'unholy’ religious movements
or cults suspected to be infecting
the society with poisonous 'ra-
dicactive viruses' which would
cripple the nation for genera-
tion.

Why this continued moral
unishment on this poor
economically and otherwise)
nation year after year, since we
‘gained’' independence’ in 19717
Independence cannot guarantee
future freedom from violence
(in any country or society), and
we saw it in 1975; followed b
political instability, whic
continues to this day even after
the induction of the democratic
form of governance since the
carav, '90s.

e are paying the price for
what sins and moral and ethi-
cal lapses? Simply moaning
over our current 'fate’ will not
bri reli?f. |E|5m m&]aﬁhes have
to ana . and the purga-

icine

tive me prescribed,

" through the right leadership

taking the right measures at the
right moments.

We are gas and drowning
in the matters of the moment,
having little 4!:111:1'?Y left for per-
spective reviews. Foresight and
judgement have forsaken us (or
are not allowed to intrude into
our subjective pre-occupations
with 1001 issues). This is typi-
cal in emergency and ad-hoc
situations (such as floods, na-
tional calamities, war, strifes,
and abnormal situations).

Weak and bad governance
can never reverse this situation
and bring in conditions for
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normal routine working (the
efficiency is much higher when
ractising a proven system). A
ook around the globe reveals
that experiments in governance
never ends. The sine wave will
continue; only the amplitude
and the frequency changing lo-
cal and epoch-wise.

This moral toll will con-
tinue to be extracted at the na-
tional level till the puss has
been removed from the infec-
tion, and the blood has been
cleansed, and the patient dis-
charged by the doctors, We are
now passing through this
cleansing process.

It is a painful and a fearful
period, causing instability,
chaos, confusion, clash of in-
terests. It is a long war of fight
against the evil forces in the so-
ciety. More than political tools
will be required to combal this
battle for survival.

Hence it would not be enough
to depend only on the rulin-
cians to provide the soluimi
and to bring relief, to rise to the
next higher stage of freedom
(there are sev levels of {ree-
dom). The leaders in the other
sectors of the soclety have to
rise and be prepared to make
personal sacrifices to be pre-
pared to suffer hardships and
pain for the survival of the
right principles.

This is the way civilization
has progressed, and this eternal
law will also be enacted in
Bangladesh. Those who think
otherwise are living in a world
of illusion and delusion. Na-
ture's toll must be paid — in full.

For whom the bell tolls?
May be for mel

LR[S EU imposes export ban on British beef

Britain's cattle crisis

| 18212151 BSE ('Mad cow') identified

B LT Cattle slaughter begins: compensation 50%
113l Farmers required to notify any BSE cases

Ban on feed containing animal protein

| k21211l Compensation increased to 100%
LRI Ban on export of certain offal (SBO) to

any country
Ban on SBO in fertiliser

B EEFAEU bans trade in suspect bovine embryos
L] Compensation for infected cattle reduced

EU stops feeding animal protein to cattle
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Carcass Mountain Grows as 'Mad Cow' Cull Continues -

The British government 1s continuing i1ts campaign to reassure
domestic and foreign consumers that there is virtually no risk from
"made cow" disease. It has also has to deal with the problem, reports
Gemini News Service, of disposing of a mountain of carcasses. Dan
Palmer writes from London

growing lake ot cattle-fat

and a rising mountain of

condemned meat are the
by-products of the British
overnment's attempt to prove
that the "mad cow” epidemic is
under control.

Every week, 1,500 tonnes of
tallow are added to the three
tanks which already contain
176,000 tonnes of fat, and 2,000
tonnes of ground meat and bone

meal (MBM) are heaped on to
the 331.000 tonnes awaliting

dis}l::osal.

he leftovers are the results
of the Over Thirty Month
Scheme (OTMS) brought in b
the British government in 199
in an attempt to restore conlfi-
dence in British beef exports.

About 2.4 million cattle
have been slaughtered under the
scheme, which follows the im-
position of a ban on the use of
cattle-feed containing sheep
brains.

Some scientists believe use
of the feed may have caused BSE
(Bovine Spongiform En-
cephalopathy, commonly
known as "mad cow" disease).
There have been 170,000
recorded cases in Britain since
it was identified in 1986. It is
associated with Creutzfeldt-
Jakob Disease (CJD) in hu-
inans, which attacks the brain.

Three people died of CJD in

: 1995, five in 1996 and 10 in

1997, according 1o Britain's De-
partment of Health. Numbers
may be [ar greater because it
has an incubation period of up
to 10 years.

Farmers receive compensa-
tion for slaughtering cattle, or
their nffsprm%. which might
have eaten the leed.

The government hopes this
voluntary cull among the na-
tion's 11.6 million cattle will
convince the European Union
to lift its ban on British beef ex-
ports.

Cattle confirmed as infected
with BSE are incinerated im-
mediately. But there is no
agreement on how best to dis-
pose of the tens of thousands of
other slaughtered animals.

"We haven't figured out what
is the best way to dispose of [the
carcasses]," says Ayesha Haz-
arika, a spokesperson for the
Ministry of Agriculture Fish-
eries and Food.

The search is on for contrac-
tors to burn OTMS cattle car-
casses directly. rather than
ﬁrlnding them uH first and pro-

ucing more tallow and MBM

for BOrNE o iburi 4,000 car-
casses a week have been post-
poned because the Ministry has
not found a company willing to
do the job cheaply enough.

In the meantime, some
stored tallow and MBM has

been burned by a company con-
tracted to destroy 15,000 tonnes
of MBM a year for three years.

The burning of tallow to gen-
erate energy is under considera-
tion, but nothing concrete has
been decided.

"There's quite clearly going
to be the need for new storage
facilities,"” says Gordon Munro,
a spokesperson for the Min-
istry's Intervention board Ex-
ecutive Agency.

Incineration is opposed by
Vegetarians International
Voice for Animals (VIVA),
which says that there is a risk
that the ash and fumes will
spread BSE.

VIVA also claims that tens of
thousands of BSE cattle are
buried in farmers' fields
throughout Britain, risking soil
contamination. |

Tony Wardell, a Journalist
who works with A, says
farmers are burying carcasses
to maintain their reputation as
reliable beef ers.

‘He also argues that some
farmers have made money out
of the BSE crisis. For example,
farmer A, kno he has un-
sellable BSE-infected cattle,

ves them to farmer B. Farmer

thus maintains his reputa-
tion as having a BSE h free
from infection, while farmer B
receives about £80 government
compensation for each cow. -




