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Woman & child repression prevention bill

Women's team hands over
recommendations to PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hazina yesterday said her gov-
ernment has a plan to set u
homes for distressed elderly

people and rootless children .

across the country, reports
UNB.

"We are trying to establish
such homes where a family type
relationship will exist among
the inmates," she said.

Hasina was talking Lo a dele-
gation of women's organisa-
tions, led by Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha chiel [:ﬁ; man, at
the PM's office. The delegation
called on her to discuss prob-
lems of women and children.

The prime minister said al-
ter forming the government,
she was very alert to protect the
rights of women who because of
the socio-economic circums-
stances are being subjected to
harassment.

Hasina said even when in
opposition she tried her best to
protect rights of women and
save them from harassment.

In this regard, she men-
tioned that after the murder of
Yasmin she rushed to Dinajpur
risking her life and took steps
so that justice was done.

Ivy Rahman, earlier, handed
over a set of recommendations
on the proposed Woman and
Child Repression Prevention
Bill, 1998 to the prime minister,

The recommendations were
the outcome of a recent seminar
organised by 43 women s organ-
isations. human rights organi-

_sation and la

wyers' forum.

Ivy Rahman thanked the
prime minister for taking spe-
cial steps to protect the rlgEfa
and interest of women and stop
repression on women.

The delegation also raised a
number of issues and sought the
prime minister's help so that
the women could get justice.

The delegation included
Khushi Kabir, Advocate Sigma
Huda, Maleka Begum, Baby
Moudud,; Advocate Nazma
Akhtar, Kawsar Begum, Nurun;
nahar Ahmed. Begum Hamida
Hossain, Rokeya Kabir, Laila
Arzumand Banu, Begum
Rashida Amin and Rashida K
Chowdh

Sirajganj JCD
leader gets
10 years Rl

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 20: A
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
leader was awarded 10 years
rigorous imprisonment under
Arms Act here today. reports
UNB.

District and Sessions Judge
Rafiqul Islam gave the verdict
against Kazipur thana JCD
Sports Secretary Abdur Razzak
Milton after examining the
witnesses and evidences.

The prosecution in brief was
that police arrested Razzak
with a double-barrel gun on
November 5; 1996 from his
house.

Jt military exercises
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But, he said. the programme
has been held back temporarily
for non-fulfilment of procedu-
ral matters due to ﬂoo£

The Foreign Secretary said
US President Bill Clinton's
scheduled visit here in Novem-
ber remains unchanged.

“There is no reason. to
change his (Clinton) schedule ...
We have not received any in-
formation about any change in
his scheduled visit to Dhaka,"
he said.

On the issue of so-called
Bangladeshis living illegally in
India. the foreign secretary said
Bangladesh will resist any In-
dian attempt to push in people
branded as Bangladeshi na-
tionals.

"We don't believe there is a
large-scale migration from
Bangladesh to India,” he said.

He termed as baseless the re-
ports that 80 lakh Bangladeshis
are living in India. "l don't
think there is any basis of this,”
the foreign secretary said.

Replying to queries on re-
Eﬂrts about a possible 'push-

ack:" Mustaliz sai the
Bangladesh government has re-
ceived no official briefing from
the Indian authorities on the
1S5U€,

He wondered the reasons be-
hind the migration of
Bangladeshis to India since
there is no better job opportu-
nities in West Bengal or other
Indian states compared to those
in Bangladesh.

The foreign secretary said
Dhaka has expressed concern
over Yangoon's attitude towards
repatriation of another batch of
Rohingya refugees.

He said that a list of 7,000
refugees was earlier sent to the
Myanmar authorities for their
clearance for repatriation.

But Myanmar did not give
any reply, Mustafiz said, adding
that the situation in the Ro-
hingya refugee camp has deteri-
orated further as some vested

groups are creating obstacles to
the refugees' return to their
homeland.

Mustafiz said Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina will attend
the conference of Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) in Durban;
South Africa on September 2-3.

Hasina will also visit three
South East Asian countries
early in October.

The Prime Minister will be
visiting Malaysia from October
1-3. She will arrive in Brunei
on October 3 for a two-day trip.
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| Samad Azad calls

on S'pore PM,
seeks investment

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad d yesterday urged
the Prime Minister of Singa-

re to encourage his country’s

usinessmen to brhvgat in
Bangladesh, reports ;

E-‘:Il%u: Foreign Minister high-
lighted the prospect of invest-
ment in infrastructure projects,
including construction of roads
and highways, generation of
electricity, telecommunica-
tions industries and composite
textiles in Bangladesh,

Samad Azad during his
meeting with Sinﬁa_l:_:ore rime
Minister Gob Chok Tong at the
latter's office also discussed
various issues of bilateral in-
terests, said a [axed message
from Singapore.

Tong said that Singapore
Telecommunication could In-
vest in Bangladesh and he
would direct the concerned
ministry to look into the mat-
ter.

The Singapore premier said
the Port Authority of Singapore
could send some officials to
find out the possibility of ex-
tending cooperation with the
port authorities of Bangladesh.

But the Prime Minister fell
short of committing invest-
ment from Singapore because of
present economic turmoil in
the South East Asian region,
the official message said.

The Foreign Minister han-
ded over a letter of invitation
from Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to the Singapore pre-
mier for visiting Bangladesh.
Tm%.acccptcd the invitation.

e Singapore Prime Minis-
ter also invited Sheikh Hasina
to visit Singapore at a conve-
nient time,

Shibir-BCL
clash in Ctg:

6 injured
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 20: Al
Jeast six persons were injured
when supporters of Chhatra
League and Chhatra Shibir
clashed at Chittagong railway
station today, police and wit-
nesses said.

Among them, one Sonjoy
Talapatra, a student of Fine
Arts Department of Chittagong
University received serious in-
jury. witnesses said.

During the clash some stu-
dents also pelted stones at the
train.

Police said both the groups
clashed over distribution of
leaflets.

Hearing of writ
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and Dr Alauddin who joined the
Awami League.

He contended that the peti-
tioners are not challenging the
proceedings of Parliament but
demanding if the seats of the
MPs stand vacated as per Artli-
cle 67(1) (e} of the Constitution.

The counsel argued that the
Speaker refusal to refer the
matter to the Election Com-
mission as per Article 66(4) of
the Constitution was malafide.

Citing an example Barrister
Moudud said two Jatiya Party
MPs of the previous (5th]) Par-
liament had crossed the floor
and joined BNP. The matter was
soon referred by the then
Speaker to the Election Com-
mission and their seats were
declared vacant within 30 days.

Attorney General Mahmudul
Islam, Deputy Attorney General
Obaidur Rahman Mostafa and
Assistant Attorney General Ba-
zlur Rahman appeared on be-
half of the defendants — the
Speaker and Secretary of Par-
liament.

The hearing will resume on
Monday.

8 AJIM workers
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village homes after autopsy at
the Narayanganj General Hos-
pital, police said.

A K Faezul Huq, Minister of
State for Jute along with Mah-
fuzul Islam, secretary of the
ministry, visited the injured
workers at both the hospitals
and ordered payment of com-

ensation and other financial

nefits to the families of the
victims, said a press released
issued by the Jute Ministry.

The workers of Adamijee Jute
Mills organised a condolence
meeting at the Adamjee Sramik
Kallyan Math at 6:15 pm today
and demanded compensation
for the dead and the injured.

Flood
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waters.

Sherpur-Jamalpur road
went under five-feet water dis-
rupting communication,

Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre said major
rivers in the Brahmaputra and
the Ganges basins continued to
rise at most places.

But the rivers in the Meghna
basin recorded fall at most

laces and in the South-eastern
ill basin, the water levels in
all the rivers at all the points
recorded fall.

It said the flood situation
will continue to deteriorate in
the Ganges basin and down-
stream of the Meghna basin
from Bhairab Bazar.

The situation will also ag-
gravate in central part of the
country as well as In and
around Dhaka city.

| (CAAB) said

WASHINGTON, Aug 20: Mon-
ica Lewinsky returned to the
federal court house today for
more testimony about the pres-
idential affair and alleged
cover-up. In a development that
could mean more trouble for
President Bill Clinton, prosecu-
tors collected a sample of his
DNA, reports AP.

Ms. Lewinsky, dressed in a
grey suit and bearing a serious
expression, strode quickly into
a side entrance of the court
house without comment,

Friends and associates said
she was hurt h'y Clinton's char-
actlerisation of their relation-
ship and felt that she and the
president had a deeper bond
with emotional ties. One friend
said when Ms. Lewinsky filed a

Trial of Anup
Chetia adjourned
till Sept 17

The trial of ULFA leader
Anup Chetia scheduled to begin
yesterday could not be held as

the authorities failed to produce
him before the Special Tribunal
due to his iliness, reports UNB.

Lodged in the Dhaka Central
Jail haéal since his arrest in
December last year, Anup
Chetia was stated to have been
suffering from dysentery.

Additional District and Ses-
sjons Judge, heading the Spe-
cial Tribunal, adjourned hear-
in; of the case till September
1

The 30-year-old leader of
United Liberation Front of As-
sam and his two accomplices —
Luxmi Proshad and Babul
Sharma — are facing trial in
cases for possession of satellite
telephones, foreign currencies
of 16 different countries and il-
legal stay in Bangladesh.

Indo-Pak talks
will continue,
says Vajpayee

RAIPUR {India). Aug 20
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee today said that talks
between India and Pakistan to
resolve outstanding bilateral
iIssues will continue, reports
PTI.

Vajpayee said he will meet
his Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif on the sidelines
of the NAM summit in Durban,

a move aimed at resuming
stalled bilateral dialogue.

Rubel murder
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mission is similar to the one
she gave to the CID earlier, said
a source close to the commis-

Y ahanara Begum had told
the CID that she visited Mukul
Begum twice after E:tung the
news of her son Rubel's arrest
on July 23. A local Awami
League leader and her neigh-
bour, Mukuli Begum, was
known to have contacts with
the police. she also told the CID.

Meanwhile, a team of CID of-
ficials yesterday recorded the
statement of Mukuli Begum at
her residence, according to po-
lice sources.

“Jahanara Begum, the
mother of Rubel, visited me
soon after she received news of
her son's arrest by police,” she
acknnwledgtd to the CID, the
sources said.

Mukuli Begum also claimed
that following the request of
Rubel's mother she called
Ramna thana to find out his
whereabouts. But the Ramna
thana informed her that they
did not arrest anyone by that
name. she told the CID team.
Mukuli Begum also told the CID
that she later left her house to
pick up her daughter from a
coaching centre, the sources
said.

_ commissioner of I{lshurcfanj

Clinton's DNA sample collected,
Lewinsky testifies again

sworn affidavit in January
denying a sexual relatlnnuhig it
was in an effort to protect the
president.

When the president in his
televised address Monday night
said he had an inappropriate
relationship with Ms. Lewin-
sky, he "didn't really speak to
the pain everyone else has -
rienced in this,” one of the lor-
mer intern's friends said.

Several sources said
Wednesday the DNA sample
from Clinton went to prosecu-
tor Kenneth Starr's investiga-
tors so it could be used in an FBI
analysis of a dress Ms. Lewin-
sky said was stained from a
sexual encounter with the pres-
ident.

Ms. Lewinsky, 25, turned the

Two Kishoregan]
BNP leaders

sent to jail

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 20: The
special tribunal here today re-
ected ball petitions of two local

NP leaders and sent them to
jail hajat in connection with a
criminal case, reports UNB.

Masud Hilaly, ex-MP and
Joint Convenor of BNP district
unit and Abdul Jalil, a ward

urashava, were accu by
the GR police of ransacking of
the railway station during Oc-
tober 5, 1997 hartal,

US Strikes
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as any we face.

“We also struck a chemical
weapons-related facility in Su-
dan. Our target was the terror-
ists' base of operation and in-
frastructure.

"Our objective was to damage
their capacity to strike at
Americans and other innocent

le.

"[t‘ ordered this action for
four reasons. First; because we
have convincing evidence these
groups played the key role in
the embassy bombings in Kenya
and Tanzania.

“Second, because these
groups have executed terrorist
attacks against Americans in
the :

“’I}alfilrd. because we have
compelling information that
they were planning additional
terrorist attacks against our
citizens and others with the in-
evitable collateral casualties we
saw so tragically in Africa.

"And fourth, because they
are seeking to acquire chemical
weapons and other dangerous
WEeapons.

“Terrorists must have no
doubt that in the face of threats,
America will protect its citizens
and will continue to lead the
world's fight for peace. freedom
and security.

"Now | am returning to
Washington to be briefed by my
national security team on the
latest information. [ will pro-
vide you with a more detailed
statement later this afternoon
from the White House."

TNO office
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the murder case [iled by Mithu.
26, son of the deceased.

TNO Qamrul Huq and AC
(Land) Sher Ali have been ab-
staining from their official du-
ties since the day of murder of
the UP chairman inside the
TNO's office chamber.

The UP chairman, who re-
portedly had strained relations
with armed cadres of the oul-
lawed party, was gunned down
in front of the TNO and the AC
[Land).

The two other cases relating
to the attacks on the TNO office
and the police station did not

mention the name of any as ac-
cused.

Qatar Airways
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opened the doors of the aircraft
and all the passengers rushed
out screaming. "We slid on the
chutes, landed on the runway
and then started to run away
from the aircraft. Fire fighters
were spraying foam all over,” he
said.

According to a foreign expert
resent at the site, emergency
rakes usually generate ex-

treme heat in the undercarriage.

"The whole unit that is with
the wheels became 'red hot' and
the tyres which are filled with
nitrogen to avoid freeze in the
altitude, just burst into flames,"
said the expert requesting
anonymity.

Seven of the eight tyres of
the plane were burnt. New tyres
brought from Biman's engineer-
ing section was fitted and the
aircraft was towed out of the
runway at 5:20 pm. Officials
said the tyres fitted were not of
the type used by Airbus. Those
were fitted "only to tow the
plane and clear the runway."

Officials also said they re-
covered a dead 'kite' ( from
the runway and handed it over
to the authorities for investiga-
tion.

. Officials of the Civil Avia-
tion huthuritﬁ of Bangladesh
the fire ters of

Z1A were on the spot within two
minutes, as soon as they heard
the first tyre burst with a loud

"ildad the fire fighters

reached there five minutes late,
the whole plane would be in
flames,” said a top CAAB offi-
cial. He said the fire was in the
undercarriage and it was
spreading upward, towards the
wi where the fuel tanks are
located.

CAAB officials saild a com-
mittee has been formed to look
into the matter. Quoting the ini-
tial information available,
they said that after using emer-

ency brakes, the pilot turned

e plane and slowly moved it
on 'taxi track' "as if he was
unaware of the fire in the un-
dercarriage.”

The Algerian born pilot, Ma-
zouzi Djilali, who was present
at the site overseeing the sal-
vage operation, declined to
comment on the incident.

"The gﬂnt of the aircraft did
a su job and exactly fol-
1 the correct procedure in
aborting the take-off once the
flock of birds was spotted," lo-
cal officials of Qatar Airways
said in a faxed message "Han-
dling of the situation deserves
considerable praise.”

lane
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dress over to Starr's office three
weeks ago after she reached an
agreement to testify in ex-
change for immunity from
prosecution.

Asked about the DNA sam-
ple, White House spokesman
Jim Kennedy said, "We are
to respect” Clinton's stated de-
sire to 'reclaim' his private life.

It was not known when the
prosecutors got the sample or
whether the sample was from
Clinton directly or from
Bethesda Naval Hospital where
Clinton undergoes periodic
physical examinations. It also
wasn't known what sample the
prosecutors obtained. Blood
and saliva are two commonly
used materials used in DNA
testing.

Murder in Sylhet

Death sentence on
ex-JP MP reduced

* to hife-term

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 20: The death
sentence awarded to a former
MP of J au{itFaﬂy in a murder
case has n reduced to life
imprisonment by the High
Court while the life-term sen-
tences of two other accused in
the same case were revoked.

The HC bench comprising
Justice Mohammad Golam
Rabbani and Justice Jainul
Abedin passed the judgement
yesterday.

The case in brief is that,
renowned businessman and
sports organiser Afroj Baksh
was shot dead when the then JP
MP Gousuddin opened fire from
his revolver in front of the re-
ception counter on the Hotel
Gulshan in Sylhet town in the
early hours of May 17, 1990.

ousuddin went into hiding
just after the murder and man-
to flee the country.

Police submitted
chargesheet against five accused
€rsons. he Additional

istrict and Sessions Judge of
first court, Sylhet in his juc!lgg:-
ment on October 26. 1994
awarded death sentence t
main accused Gousuddin and
awarded life imprisonment to
Aklam Hossain and Gousul
Alam Gedu.

10 hurt as Sramik
League factions

clash in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 20: At least
ten people were injured in a
clash between two factions of
Sramik League on Wednesday
evening at Khalishpur here.

Supporters ol both the
groups used firearms and
crackers, They ransacked sev-
eral houses on both sides of the
road and looted at least six

shnlgs.

olice lobbed 15 teargas
shells and fired several blank
shots to bring the situation un-
der control.

SSC exams
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The Dakhil examinations of
1999 under the Madrassah
board will commence: from
March 11 while the Aleem on
May 13.

[Laudable move
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ganise the move. "Firstly, the
young pcggle of the area must be
given credit for helping us go
ahead." he said. Then one Sat-
tar Munshi, also a long time
resident;, and Ward Commis-
sioner Sattar Bhuiyan actively
supported the move, Abdus
Sattar said.

The area, originally planned
to be a part of the well-planned
Dhanmondi residential area,
fell into the hands of private
owners who sold out their plots
'‘haphazardly' without the
thought of any access road.

Over the last 25 years, the
houses were constructed and the
residents were left with nnlg a
narrow road. The problem be-
came acute due to a ‘car boom' as
almost everyone in the locality
started to buy car, some resi-
dents said.

"At times, the road |is
blocked with traffic from both
sides coming to a standstill,”
said a resident. Sometimes am-
bulances with critical patients
also get stuck up on the narrow
roac. he mentioned.

Mazrul Islam Lal, a local
youth, sald despite several re-
quests, DESA and T&T were not
removing their pillars from the
road. "Many of the 30 house-
holds have demolished
their boundary walls but the
pillars still remain on the
road,” said Nazrul.

Meanwhile, sources pointed
out that many areas in the city
have grown in the similar way.
Some areas have grown in such
an unplanned way that resi-
dents even face problem in car-
rying a dead person in the al-
leys. Neither the authorities
nor the residents could do any-
thin% to tackle the problem.

At present, the eastern fringe
of the city is rapidly being ur-
banised without any planning

| whatsoever,
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BNP MPs resign: Khaleda

Leader of the Db]:g:auMnn in
Parliament and BNP chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia yester-
day rejected Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's plan for hold-
111%I by-elections, saying there

will only be a fresh election un-

der a caretaker government if
BNP MPs r“ifﬁ& from parlia-
ment, reports UNB,

In a statement, Begum Zia
termed the Prime Minister's
remarks about by-e'_ctions as
irresponsible utterance and in-
terference in the internal mat-
ter of BNP which tantamount to
disgrace to the electorate.

erring to BNP MPs depo-
sition of resignation letters, she
said, "We are yet to take any de-
cision to submit our resigna-
tion letters to the Speaker but
that does not mean that we will
not resign if any unwarranted
situation arises.”

"If we are compelled to re-
sign, in that case | want to say
in unequivocal term that there
will be no election under this
government. We will not allow
any such election,” Begum Zia
said, adding, "There will only be
elections to the 8th parliament
under a caretaker government.”

Begum Zia said there will be
no scope for implementing any
dream of by-elections. "Rather,
I would advise this inefficient
and subservient government to
hold immediate mid-term elec-
tions."

“If you have courage, seek
people’'s mandate afresh. Oth-
erwise, you will have to make
an ignominious departure from
power in the face of the public
wrath.”

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina announced on Tuesday
that by-election would be held if
the BNP MPs resign from Par-
liament.

Begum Zia said BNP had al-
ways tried to make Parliament
effective despite many adverse
situation in the past, but this
government has been conspir-
ing to make it non-functioning
II"?r keeping BNP outside the

ouse.

The opposition leader al-
leged that the Speaker is also
undermining the image and

restige of Parliament by losing
is neutrality.

She said the government
signed several agreements with
BNP but did not implement any.
Rather. scores of cases were
filed against BNP MPs and
many BNP lawmakers came
under attack from the ruling
party. :
Referring to the BNFP's deci-
sion for depositing resignation
letters, Begum Zia said BNP
members are submitting their
resignation letters to the party
chairperson with several objec-
tives.

The resignation letters will
be used at an appropriate time
like if the government fails to
make parliament working and
if BNP deems it necessary to
uphold the political morality
and courage, she said.

But deposition of resigna-
tion letters does not mean that
we are resigning from parlia-
ment or auhmittin%uur resigna-
tion letters to the dpeak:r right
now, she said, adding deposi-

tion of the resignation letters is
not unprecedented in this
country.

Begum Zia said its a matter
of concern that the Prime Min-
ister made extremely irrespon-
sible statement about an inter-
nal affair of BNP.

Meanwhile, Begum Zia has
condemned the transfer order
of Prof Shahida Obaid, wife of K
M Obaidur Rahman MP, and
demanded immediate with-
drawal of the order,

Prof. Shahida Obaid is the
head of the Department of En-
glish of the Government Titu-
mir College.

Begum Zia said Prof. Shahi-
da's transfer order is a fresh ex-
ample of repression and politi-
cal revenge of the Awami League
government though she is not
involved in any political activ-

ity,
Tiffin

From Page 1

grievances to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Kushtia; The
Deputy Commissioner has con-
stituted an n:l:la:p.:lh;| committee
to probe into the matter.
Guardians have also protested
against such behaviour of Head
istress.
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