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Criterion to
identify loan
defaulters
changed

Star Report

The Bangladesh Bank has
changed the criteria to identify
loan defaulters.

In a circular issued yester-
day, the central bank said from
now on a loan will be consid-
ered defaulted only from the
date of its being classified.

This replaces the existing
criterion that said a loan would
be defaulted from the date it be-
comes overdue.

According to the existing
rules of the Bank Company Act,
term loans become classified
after six months of being over-
due, government loans turn

See Page 12 Col 5

JS body rejects
finance ministry's
evaluation report

on economy

By Staff Correspondent

The parliamentary standing
committee on finance ministry
yesterday rejected an evalua-
tion report on the country's
economic situation prepared by
the ministry.

The commiltee unanimously
rejected the report on the
ground that it did not reflect
properly what the parliamen-
tary body had wanted to know
from the ministry, meeting
sources said. "Besides. the paper
was an unsigned one.” said a
ruling party legislator.

The Finance Secretary ad-
mitted at the meeting that the
report should have been signed
by the Finance Minister. "Fi-
nance Minister S A‘M S Kibria

did not appear at the meeting -

although he was informe
See Page 12 Col 2

Judicial body”
to record "
statement of

Rubel’s mothef-

By Staff Correspondent

The judicial inquiry com-
mission will rﬁcun:l] the state-
ment of Jahanara Begum,
mother of Shamim Reza Rubel,
within a day or two, sources
close to the commission said
last night.

The one-man commission
comprising Justice Habibur
Rahman yesterday decided to
record her statement after she
gave a statement to the CID un-
der Section 161 of the CrPC on
Tuesday, the sources added.

In her statement to CID, Ja-
hanara mentioned the name of
one Mukuli Begum, a local
leader of the ruling party,
whom she visited twice after
getting the news of Rubel's ar-
rest on July 23. Her statement
to the CID may give a new di-
mcgsiun to the case, the sources
said.

Asked why the commission
See Page 12 Col 6
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Tapan Kumar Shil is literally
rotting to death, He is suffering
from the effects of over ex-
posure to high degree radiation.

Unfortunately it was a
Bangladeshi business firm
which paved the way for Tapan
and a several other dilutees like
him to be exploited by its for-
eign counterpart. This week’s
cover story takes a closer look
not only into Tapan's misfor-
turme but also at the state of
safety regulation in our country.

— Inside Today
, Article

Straws in.the
Wind

Column: Between the
Lines
by Kuldip Nayar
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Flood: Management .
not mitigation can be
the solution
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Proposed jute policy
sees hope in privatisa-
tion

Communists vow to
oust Yeltsin over
‘hasty’ rouble devalua-
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Floods damage crops
worth Tk 700 cr on

four lakh hectares

Floods sweeping more than
half of the country since mid-
July have damaged at least Tk
?ﬂg crore worth of crops on
400,000 hectares of land, ac-
cording to preliminary an esti-
mate prepared by the Agricul-
ture Extension Department.

"Our assessment shows that
till the first week of August,
760,000 hectares of land were
submcr%\ed and damages to the
cereals have been the most,” a
senior official of the depart-
ment preferring anonymity
said.

At least 350.000 tonnes of
rice have been lost, including
Aus, the summer rice withering
under water before they could be
harvested.

The assessment showed that
besides Aus, broadcast Aman,
transplanted Aman, their seed
beds, jute, vegetables and other
crops were lost or damaged.

The losses could go up fur-
ther if the floods roll on till
mid-September. as forecast by
the meteorologists.

By Shehab Ahmed

It threatens Aman, the win-
ter rice that constitutes the bulk
of the country's rice output.

Some 9.5 million tonnes of
Aman rice had been targeted to
be produced during the current
fiscal.

At least 20 per cent Aman
seed beds were washed away by
the floods, the officials said.

Early flooding also damaged
broadcast Aman, which is wa-
ter resistant, growing in the
wetlands of Comilla, Dhaka,
Manikganj, Munshiganj,
Faridpur, Barisal and Khulna
regions.

They compete with water to
row. At least 22 per cent of
roadcast Aman falled to sur-

vive the rising water level this
time, the estimate said.

The recurrinf floods have
also wgg?:d 12-14 per cent of
Aus ;

JE?E escaped with minor
damage, only seven per cerit
went under water before farm-
ers could harvest the golden fi-
bre.

Farmers raising vegetables
also suffered heavily, losing at
least 30 per cent ol their pro-
duce.

The estimate showed that
150.000 tonnes of Aus, 150,000
tonnes of broadcast Aman and
50 to 60 thousand tonnes of
transplanted Aman have been
lost.

Officials said there are hopes
of recovery as the farmers are
bracing themselves to recoup
their losses, preparing fresh
seed beds and planning to grow
local variety of rice when floods
recede.

It could even benefit the
farmers as the flood waters
were submerging their fields
leaving rich alluvial deposits
and rains providing water that
would lessen their dependence
on extra water, one official
said.

But an expert, preferring
anonymity, disputed his claim.
He said that the time for raisin
fresh seed beds for Aman ha

See Page 12 Col 8
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Burden of proof in cases of police torture

LC proposes amendments

to Evidence Act, 1872

The Law Comrmission has
proposed amendments to provi-
sions relating to the '‘burden of
proofl’ in the Evidence Act, 1872,
according to official sources.

"There is a need for such a
special provision in view of the
incidents of torture on persons
in police custody that surface to

lic view from time to time,’
J in its workin
paper on the proposed amend-
ment to the Act with regard to
burden of proof in cases of tor-
ture on persons in police cus-
tody.

Justice Naimuddin Ahmed, a
member of the LC, told The
Daily Star that the proposed
amendment would bring about
fdical change in the Evidence

ct.

"The working paper on the
proposed amendment to the Ev-

By Mizan Ali

idence Act pre{)ared by the LC
suo moto will be circulated
widely to obtain opinion from
members of the public, includ-
ing lawyers, judges and profes-
sionals before it is sent to the
government,” he said.

In a crithinal case. the bur-

den of proying the guilt of the

accu is invariably on the
prosecution according to the
scheme and various provisions
of the Evidence Act.

As law stands now, the bur-
den of proving as to who has
caused the injury to the person
in police custody squarely lies
on the prosecution. "Police per-
sonnel prosecuted often escape
conviction for want of evi-
dence,” the working paper
noted.

In this connection, the LC
working paper cited the recent

Sheema murder case as an ex-

amﬁ]ﬂ.
e LC proposed insertion of
a new section after Section 114
of the Eﬁdcnﬁg {f'lti the work-
ing ‘paper noted. e proposed
Section 114 (A) says® y

‘(1) In a prosecution of any

police incrﬁun nel joe /1 offeroe . L

constituted by an act alleged to
have caused ily injury to a
person, if there is evidence that
the injury was caused during a
period when that n was in
the custody of the police, the
court may presume that the in-
jury was caused by the police
personnel having custody of
that nd that l
(2) The court, in deciding
whether or not it should draw a
resumption under sub-section
1). shall have regard (o all the

See Page 12 Col 7

Export target for '98-99
raised to $5.8b

The government has refixed
the current fiscal year's export
target at 5.8 billion US dollars
to maintain the annual growth

rate of 12.4 per cent, reports
UNB.

The new target is 170 mil-
lion US dollars higher than the

- original target fixed earlier.

is was decided at a meet-
ing of the Task Force on Export
in the city yesterday with
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed in the chair.

The export target for the cur-
rent 1998-99 fiscal year has
been fixed at 5.63 billion US
dollars according to the five-
year export target of the Fifth
Five Year Plan that began in
1997.

The total export of the ter-
minal year of the plan was fixed
at 8.1 billion US dollars main-
tajnir? an average growth rate
of 12.5 per cent.

Proposing the upward export
target, the Commerce Minister
said the country has achieved
export growth at the rate of
16.81 per cent in the last finan-

Eleven-year-old Mamun was
screaming in pain and then fell
unconscious as, a male nurse
was trying tqg stitch his
grievously injured left foot at
the emergency ward of the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal yesterday.

amun had a two-inch deep
cut in the foot after he fell from
a makeshift bamboo bridge at
Nawabganj at Dohar, about 12
kilometres from the city.

"None of the attending doc-
tors came to see him," Banu Be-
Elilm. a neighbour who brought

amun to the DMCH told this
correspondent. "I repeatedly re-
quested for help but no doctor
came, sa}rincidthey were too
busy." she added.
or about 10 minutes, this
correspondent watched the
nurse trying to stitch the foot of
Mamun, lyirIL_F unconscious on a
stretcher. His foot was pro-
fusely bleeding. But no doctor
came,

When this correspondent
enguired, one of the attendin
doctors, Wadud Ahmed said,
"We have too many patients to

ti:ia] Egr and 13.8 per cent in

He said despite the economic
recession in Asia, Bangladesh
is performing very well in ex-
port and maintaining higher
growth rate than the target.

Tofael said the present gov-
ernment is committed to con-
tinue support to all genuine ex-
porters. "We are contemplating
to provide miore incentives to
the exporters for diversifying
the export basket and expand-
ing the volume of export.”

He called upon the exporters
and business leaders to utilise
fully the opportunities gener-
ated in and outside the country
for bolstering the export. He
said the government is very
much sincere in solving the
problems which are hindering
export expansion,

The meeting discussed about
issuing GSP certificates to the
handloom textiles exporters
and asked the Textiles Secre-
tary to convene a meeting with
the handloom textiles produc-

See Page 12 Col 8

By Naimul Haq

see here. How many do you
think we can handle at a time?"

During a visit to the DMCH
emergency ward from 1:30 pm
to 3:45 pm, this correspondent
witnessed many attendanjs of

atients expressing their utter
elplessness and disappoint-
ment amid a chaotic situation.

"l cannot believe that doc-
tors were asking me to wait
while my sister is suffering
from acute rc-sptralnlg' roblem.
At least there should be some
arrangement to provide oxygen

rior to the actual treatment
ut none attended my sister,”
said Rehana in tears.

Some of the critical cases
were referred to relevant wards
without verification of the na-
ture of ailments by doctors at
the emergency.

The doctors were occasion-
ally seen busy checking 'tickets'
of the patients. :

When asked why th
checking tickets instead of at-
tending the patients on the cor-
ridor, Jalil, one of doctors said,

“We should make sure that pa-.

pers are In correct order, or

WEere

ore nurses do doctors' duty

What is t.‘he

father's fault?

By Nurul Kabir, back

from Tangail

His son was accused in a rape
case. But police picked him up.
.Aind hhls frel]casgjl f;:dnl't the
clutches o ice alle cost
him Tk lﬂ.ﬂg}?l Y

The incident took place at
Tatasri village in Delduar
thana under Tangail district in
May this year.

"The of Delduar thana
had demanded Tk 20 thousand.
Following lot of my wailing he

to free me in exch of

10 thousand,” said Iman Ali,
a poor villager. "l gave Tk five
thousand the morning police
caught me from my sugarcane
field and sent the rest of the
promised amount the day af-
ter.”

Besides, police allegedly
ransacked Iman Ali's house.

A number of villagers know
that the OC compelled Iman All
to bribe the police. Some of
them, including the Chairman
and a couple of members of
Lauhati Union Parishad, en-
dorsed the incident in black
and white. '

See Page 12 Col 5

things may go wrong.”

Maksudur Rahman, one of
the male nurses said, "All mi-
nor injuries, like Mamun's, are
attended by male nurses.”

"This is inﬁstll:e tc the pa-
tients," DMCH Director Col.
Badrul Munir told this corre-
spondent when contacted later,

The DMCH Director said,
"All emergency patients should
be attended or their treatment
su sed by the attending doc-
tors. They are in the emergency
for this." :

He, however, said, "If they
fail to attend patients you can-
not blame them. It may be be-
cause there are too many pa-
tients. Only two medical offi-
cers are assigned in the emer-
ge?cy in every shift. This is not
sufficient compared to the load
of patients.”

e load of patients in the
DMCH emergency significantly
increased over the . On an

average, one patient arrives at

the emergency every minute, it
was learnt from other sources.
The authorities concerned

See Page 12 Col 3
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ictims sheltered at Ahmedbagh Primary School in

the city have arranged a wooden platform for their children as flood water has entered the

centre.

— Star photo

Flood situation takes serious
turn as fresh areas inundated

Onrush of waters from the
upstream and significant rain-
fall in different parts of the
country yesterday further ag-
gravated the overall flood situa-
tion, officials said, report agen-
cies.

Fresh areas in a number of
places have been inundated.

Comilla, Barisal, My-
mensingh, Habiganj, Pabna,
Sylhet and Chandpur experi-

enced heavy downpours during
the last 24 hours ending at 9 am
yesterday.

According to the Flood Fore-
casting and Warning Centre
(FFWC) officials, rivers in the
four basins were flowing above
danger levels at 19 points. It
said the major rivers will con-
tinue to rise in next 48 hours
till 6 am on Friday.

Disaster Management and
Relief Ministry control room
sources said the situation yes-
terday deteriorated in 14 dis-
tricts, remained static in six
others while improving trend
was shown in only three dis-

tricts.

Four more deaths were re-

rted from Shariatpur and one

rom Narsingdl raising the
flood death toll to 301. Another
three ple died of diarrhoea,
said the control room at the
Health Directorate.

Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre (FFWC) said the
situation in the Brahmapuira
and Ganges basins as well as the
central districts and around
capital Dhaka is likely to dete-
riorate further,

Upper garts of the Meghna
basin is the only place where
the situation is likely to be im-
proved. But from Bhairab Bazar
to downstream the situation
will aggravate, said the FFWC
report,

According to the Relief Min-
istry control room. the situa-
tion aggravated yesterday In
Dhaka, Narayanganj, Nars-
ingdi, Faridpur, Madaripur, Ra-
jbari, Munshiganj, Manikganj,
Jamalpur, Sirajganj, Bogra,
Gaibandha, Kurigram and

Brahmanbaria.

The sttuation remained un-
changed in Mymensingh, Ne-
trakona, Sunamganj, Habiganj.
Shariatpur and Pabna.

Improving trend was shown
in Comilla, Chandpur and
Moulvibazar, said the Relief
Ministry control room.

The Narayvanganj-Narsingdi
Agrani Irrigation Project is fac-
ing a threat as breaches have
developed at many points on its
surrounding embankment fol-
lowing heavy downpour.

The rise in water level of the
river Shitalakkhya aggravated
the situation. Panic grip the
people living in and around the
project areas as water may en-
ter the areas  through 15-20
cracks on the embankment.
The project was established in
1984 with the financial assis-
tance of Japanese government,

Kandapara area in Tarabo
union under Rupganj thana is
facing a serious threat where

waters are enterin tl;:: area
See Page 12 Col

just an hour before the

Special public pmsector tells trial court

Killers took away ammunition from
guards an hour before massacre

The army guards at Banga-
bandhu's residence could not
resist the attackers as the am-
munition of the guards were
tactfully removed by the killers
went
there on August 15, 1975, re-
ports UNB, |

Quoti the deposition of
PW-4 Havilder Quddus and PW-
5 Havilder Gani, the special

blic utor in the Banga-

andhu Murder Case said ac-
cused Hon Capt (retd) Abdul
Wahab Joardar did not fire but
had removed the ammunition
from the guards.

Referring to Gani's state-
ment, prosecutor Serajul Hu
said, the army guards could no
use their arms soon after

bandhu's house came un-
der attack as Joardar took away
the arms from him (Gani) at 4
am on the plea that he would
soon replace those with new
ammunition.

Serajul Huq

, bike on August

The army guards were also
kept in coffinement inside the
guard room hy a group of lancer
soldiers till 7 am, Huq said re-

vealing [rom cross-examina-
tion of Gani.
' Coming up with his argu-

ment for the 4th day yesterday,
said the army

guards had arms with them

.without ammunition and it

proves that there was no
cuu&lct{gr-nttack l;'rgm the house,
erring to a defence su:g\:s-
tion that nothing happened on
August 15, Huq said, "It seems
that killing of a President is not
an incident ... it is a regular
phenomenon,"
Revealing from a cross-ex-

amination by the defence

lawyers, the prosecutor said
Maj (Retd) Dalim along with
Maj Bazlul Huda did not loiter
on Road-32 riding on a motor-
_ 4 afternoon,
rather they made recce a day be-

fore the occurrence.

Although the duty in the
President House was from 6 am
to 6 pm and 6 pm to 6 am, Qud-
dus on st 15 moming came
at 5 am by the order of his supe-
rior to take over the charge as
Bangabandhu had an_early
morning ‘programme at Dhaka
University on the day.

He referred to the ‘advice' of
Joardar to Capt Abul Bashar
that "Sir, what has happened

has happened, it will not be

wise to go against the wind, he

said the advice was aimed at

to prevent any action.”
1;nﬂlg‘llgr;:.@lLllp. dnardgr advised
Capt Baagar not to go to Banga-
bandhu's residence at that
moment saying that he would
send thecar at 11 to 11:30 am.

WY *Reﬁrr!ng to a conversation

between 7 Capt Bashar and
accused Major Bazlul Huda,
where Huda was quoted to be

See Page 12 Col 4
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Meghnaghat plant
Negotiations
with AES
Corpn begin
to finalise PPA
sient Hoard (PDM has serid
negotiations with AES Corpo-
ration,USA for finalising a 22-
year Power Purchase ee-

ment (PPA), reports UNB.

The negotiations bc%a.n yes-
terday at the WAPDA Building
here, said a PDB press release.

PDB Chairmnan Nuruddin M
Kamal represented the board in
the negotiations while Harish -
Jaiaing%'lanl. Country Director
of AES Corporation represented
his organisations.

The negotiations were aimed
at developing the Meghnaghat
Power Project, a 450-Megawatt
combined cycle power plant, to
be built on a Build-Own-Operate
(BOO) basis.

PDB floated a request for
proposal for the development of
this gas-fired r station on
March 27, 1997.

Five international compa-
nies responded to it. Amon
these, S Corporation US
was evaluated as the first-rank-
ing sponsor.

e other com es are En-
ergy Venture USA, Marubeni
Corporation Japan. Midlands
UK and Genting Syn. Berhad
Malaysia.

Rape of three JU
students : Provosts
asked to submit
report by today

By Staff Correspondent

The authorities of Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU)
yesterday directed the provosts
of all the four residential halls
for female students to submit a
report on the alleged rape of
three students on the campus in
the last three months.

- "I am informed of the inci-
dents,"” said Prof Azizul Haq
Bhuiyan, Vice Chancellor-in-
Charge of the University, talk-
ing to The Daily Star yesterday.

Prof Bhui said he already
directed the provosts to
identify th= victims' and sub-
mit a detailed report on the in-
cidents by today.

"l am thinking of forming a
probe body to investigate the
incidents as the victims did not
lodge any complaint with the
authorities.” he said.

"Earlier | had asked the
Proctor of the University about

See Page 12 Col 4
Indo-Bangla meet to
check cross-border
insurgency begins
in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Aug 19: The
fifth meeting ot the Indo-
Bangladesh joint working
group began here today to dis-
cuss ways and means to check
cross-border insugggnc}f and
smuggling, reports ;

Janibul Huq, Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry of Home Affairs,
is leading the Bangladesh team
to the talks while the Indian
side is headed by G K Pillai,
Joint Secretary of the Home
Ministry.

Other members of the
Bangladesh delegation include
Sirajul Islam, Director General
[Snuglﬂsia], Foreign Ministry,
and Col Lenin Kamal, Director
of Bangladesh Rifles (BDR].

- Showcause on
Ershad, Editor
of Observer for

contempt of court

By SC Correspondent

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
directed former President H M
Ershad and the Editor, pub-
lisher and the reporter con-
cerned of the Bangladesh Ob-
server to showcause by October
19 why they will not be charged
with contempt of court for mak-
ing, publishing and reporting a
statement.

The statement, allegedly
made by H M Ershad in a public
meeting at Paltan Maidan on
August 10 and published in the
Bangladesh Observer on August
11, said that the judgement

See Page 12 Col 3
Statement on

appointment of

NSU VC refuted

By Staff Correspondent

The press release issued by
Rafiqul Hugq, lawyer of the
chairman of North South Uni-
versity Foundation Board, re-
ferring to the appointment of
Vice-Chancellor Muslehuddin
Ahmad, printed in some na-

"tional dailies on August 18, is

erroneous and misleading, said
Anisul Huq, an advocate of
Supreme Court, in a press re-
lease yesterday.
"With a view to ng the
position and removing doubts
in the minds of the public and
NSU students and staff, which
might have been created by this

_press note,

1, Advocate Anisul
See Page 12 Col 1



