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Politicians, experts concerned

'PSCs on oil, gas do not
uphold nat'l interest'

Speakers at a National Con-
vention on Bangladesh's Oil
and Gas Resources and National
Interest in the city yesterday
expressed concern at the way
the gove ent was handling
the energy sector and called for
a national consensus on utili-
sation of oil and gas.

A number of politicians and
experts who participated in the
convention urged the govern-
ment to stop awarding of differ-
ent blocks to different foreign
companies under the Second
Round Block Bidding for oil and
gas exploration as it would be
'disastrous’ for the economy.

The convention organised by
11 left-leaning political parties
observed that the existing pro-
duction sharing contracts
(PSCs) did not uphold national
interest. And the second round
block bidding was conducted in
an opaque manner and it was
against the interest of the na-
tion.

The convention was partici-

ated by Dr Kamal Hossain of
gana Forum who was also the
country's first energy minister,
economist Dr M A Akash,
. President of Bangladesh Geo-
logical Society Rafidul Islam
Khan, left front leaders Rashed
Khan Menon. Abdullah Sarker,
Golam Kuddus, Nurul Islam,
Amena Hasan, Ajay Roy and
others.

The speakers felt that while
the present government was not
upholding national interest in
the oil and gas sector, the main
opposition party was not also
raising its voice to protect na-
tional interest.

"Therefore, it is now time for
the people to come forward to
protect their interest,” said one
speaker,

Bangladesh's exploration
agency BAPEX was deliberately
being destroyved, the speakers
alleged and demanded that
BAFPEX be immediately
strengthened and given at least
three of the best blocks.

They asserted that the gov-
ernment should extract gas ac-
cording to the projected future
needs and should not allow
wholesale extraction of gas,
which the country would not be
able to consume,

The speakers expressed con-
cern at the 'profitability of the

existing and model PSCs' for
Bangladesh.
Dr Akash said that

Malaysia's PSCs ensure 60 to 70

By Staff Correspondent

lJe:r cent share of gas for itself,
ndonesian PSCs ensure 45 per
cent to 70 per cent. In contrast,
Bangladesh's PSCs ensure be-
tween 30 and 50 per cent gas for
itself. "The major portion goes
to the gasfield developers.”

He observed that Malaysians
have developed their own ex-
ploration agency — Petronas —

since 1974 by including it as a
15 per cent carried interest
partner with all companies
signing a PSC. Now Petronas
has become so big that it oper-
ates in 13 other countries.

"In contrast, BAPEX was vir-
tually established before
Petronas. It has got the experi-
ence and expertise. Yet, the pre-
sent PSC policy of the govern-
ment is killing this organisa-
tion.” Dr Akash said.

Dr Kamal Hossain said, "The
people have a right to know
what is going on in the oil and
gas sectors. They need to know
whether the contracts the Fmr—
ernment has signed or will be
signing protect the interest of
the country.”

PSCs, he recalled, were in-
troduced in the mid-sixties first
in Indonesia in order to ensure
more benefit for the host coun-«
tries. Earlier different countries
opened doors to oil companies
for a negligible rental and as a
result oil and gas exploration

Girl raped
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ter at a flood centre in Maddhya
Badda along with her family.
was going to a tailoring shop in
the area at about 6 pm Wednes-
da}é police referring to the case
said.

On her way to the shop, she
met her cousin Shahid who told
the girl that her mother was at
their house and had asked him
to take her (the victim) to their
house.

Shamim and three other
unidentified young men joined
Shahid as soon as Shahid and
the victim reached near an un-
der-construction building.
Then the five dragged her inside
the building and raped her one
after another, police added.

The rapists released the girl
at about 1 am Thursday after
warning her at gunpoint
against disclosing the incident
to anyone.
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could not benefit the host -

courntries.
Dr Kamal noted that
Bangladesh has over 25 years of

ence in oil and gas explo-
ration and also has experience

of slﬁn.lng PSCs in the past.

"Now we are about to sign
several PSCs. But before that,
we should evaluate our old con-
tracts and see the experience of
other countries to ensure
maximum benefit for our-
selves,” he said.

Rafidul Islam Khan said
BAPEX was "deliberately
pushed behind the mainstream
exploration scenario.” Usually,
the government presents "an
excuse that there are not
funds to allow explorations ﬁl;
BAPEX. This is wrong."

He went on, “Till date,
BAPEX has discovered 10 gas-
fields but it has not been given
any gasfield to own and operate
on commercial basis. BAPEX
discovers a field and then, tra-
ditionally, the field is given to
another government agency to
run it. But if you give BAPEX its
own gasfield to o te, it will
generate its own funds for ex-
ploration.”

Abdullah Sarker said that
since the present PSCs were not
profitable for the country, these
should be cancelled and revised
to make those profitable.

Chopper carrying
PM to Satkhira

forced to land

at Jessore

The Satkhira-bound heli-
copter carrying Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina from the capital
yesterday morning was forced
to divert its course and land at
Jessore Airport after being
caught in rough weather. re-
poris BSS.

Wing Commander Mahbub
Hasan and Flight Lieutenant
Mustafiz who piloted MI-17, the

rime minister's flag carrier of

angladesh Air Force, manoeu-
vred the situation despite dense
clouds.

The other helicopter carry-
ing members of the prime min-
ister's entourage also faced the
similar situation and Wing
Commander Shafique and
Squadron Leader Sayem who
were in the cockpit also faced
the situation very baidly.

KCC mayor
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Rahman said.
Referring 10 the one-member
judicial probe body to investi-
ate the July 27 Baburabad
illing in Satkhira, he said it
would have been better if a High
Court judge would have been as-
signed to probe the killing.

The mayor also demanded
proper treatment for the in-
jured in the firing, compensa-
tion for the families of those
killed and injured. He urged the
government to accept the 8-
point demand made by the All
Party Action Commitlee
(APAC)] formed after the
Baburabad kilhng.

The APAC demands include
rehabilitation of landless peo-
ple in the khas lands, trial and
punishment of the DC and the
SP of Satkhira who were
blamed for the killing and ac-
tion against the local touts who
launched attacks on the land-
less people to grab the arable
lands for cultivating shrimps.

The press conierence was
also attended by Convenor of
Khulna district BNP Syed
Ishag, Khulna city BNP presi-
dent Nurul Islam, Satkhira
district BNP Convenor M Mon-
sur Ali and Debhata BNF presi-
dent Surat Ali.

Food shortage
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Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Motia Chowdhury, Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak and senior government of-
ficials were also present at the
briefing.

Meanwhile, donor sources in
Dhaka said they are willing to
come forward to tackle the
emergency situation, but much
of the impact would depend on
the distribution capacity of the
government.

"Logistics could be a big
problem.” said the chief of a
donor organisation. "But my
organisation is ready to sto
some of the programmes whi
would anyway dela be-
cause of the flood and divert the
to flood mitigation.”

According to sources, the
government was confident that
it would be able to tackle the
flood situation without any
donor aid. However, the rain in
the last few days and the
weather forecast have made the
government shaky and it has
opted to appeal to the donors for

help.
Rm: are now looki at a
ssibility when we might not
g: able to cope with the situa-
tion alone.” said a government

official who was also present at
yesterday's briefing with
donors.
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a grand about his relationship with Monica ;
Mﬁﬁ“ﬂluﬂmmhmm-mmmm
and words were transmitted to the U.S. Courthouse, one mile away,
where grand jurors watched the testimony on closed-circuit TV.

Room in the White House.
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President Clinton testified from the ()

The president's image and words
were ransmitted live over a secured,

underground fiber optic cable.
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Source. AP research

Clin
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Times survey taken just after
the saying they were

satisfied with the president's
statement and 40 per cent not
satisfied. About 60 cent said
the matter should now tt;'
dropped. Slxg-nim: per cen

those in an HW said
the investigation s end.

A USA Today/CNN/Gallu
Poll fm.];?d Cgtﬁf?‘s é?wum tc
ra ung m 60 per cen
tnTl!g cent and'a 46 plurality
said they did not believe Clin-
ton had told Lhcnwhnle truth 13
testi . But per cent sai
the glungtry would be better off
if he stays in office.

Embarrassed but
by an extraordinary piece of
political theater, Americans
watched their president bare
his most secrets Mon-
day night and pmmp;lty -
tumed a mixed verdict of con-
demnation and satisfaction.

"Closed chapter,” one said.
Another called him 'an incur-
able teen-ager.” A third reflected
the sentiments of many: "He
lied.”

In bars and living rooms,

Transport strike
in Rajshahi
continues

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Aug 18: All
kinds of transport services to
and from Rajshahi remained
suspended for the second con-
secutive day today following
Monday's attack on general sec-
retary of Rajshahi District Mo-
tor Sramik Union by activists
of a rival group.

The union leaders today an-
nounced that they would ob-
serve transport strike for an
indefinite period until their
three-point demand was met.

The angry members of the
union today damaged eleven
motor vehicles at dilfferent
points in the city. Official and
private vehicles also remained
off the roads today fearing at-
tacks. Barricades have also
been put up at different points.

stores and college study
lo . they struggied to sort
out 1 twist in American
politics and seemed just as split
as before: Those who disliked
Clinton still disliked him, and
those who had faith before ex-
faith anew.

He's an incurable teen-ager,
but ably one of the most
capable presidents we've ever
had,” said Allen Balbier, a reg-
istered democrat dri at
the Knickerbocker, a bar in New
York City's borough of Manhat-
tan.

An exhausted-looking
Clinton acknowledged his in-
appropriate contact with
Lewin and told of answering
“questions no American citizen
would ever want to answer.”

And, it seemed, Americans

BNP whips
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er's Minto Road official resi-
dence yesterday gvening. Del-
war said he reeeived resigna-
tion letlers of some of the party
lawmakers and added that none
of the whips gave him any such
letters till yesterday.

"Even party chief did not tell
me anything ngrgctmlg such let-
ters”. he said after meeting Be-
%um Zia. Former speaker and

NP MP from Khulna Shaikh
Razzak Ali told The Daily Star
last night he was not aware of
eight of the party lawmakers’
depositing resignation letters.
"I'm now sick and | will con-
sider
ters

Ma

iving my resignation let-
er I get well,” he said.

(retd) Hafizuddin
Ahmed. a BNP whip. told this
correspondent he was assigned
to collect resignation letters of
five party MP from Barisal and
till last night. he had got three
such letters, including his own.
“I'll deposit all the five letters
after I get those of two others.”
he said.

Another BNP lawmaker. MK
Anwar, told The Daily Star that
none contacted him nor he con-
tacted any one in the party on
the issue of depositing resigna-
tion letter. "I'm now totally
busy serving the flood-affected
people of my constituency.” he
said.

PM visits Satkhira
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beloved sister Jayeda and no
wealth can compensate the
loss.” Still, she said. the fami-
lies of Jayeda and other injured

rsons would be looked into.

he announced a donation of
Taka one lakh for the fa of
Jayeda and assured medical
treatment and financial help
for the injured .

The Prime Minister also de-
clared that the khas land in the
disputed area excepting real
E:lmahal' {water-body) would

distributed among the -
uine landle;s le. ?‘es es,
she said. the poor with abject
poverty would be ready-
made houses under her -
ernment's ‘Ashrayan Prokalpa.

While assuring that justice
would be ensured for the suffer-
ers of the area, the prime minis-
ter wamed that would
be allowed to derive political
benefit and any attempt to di-
vert the incident towards other
directions to attain vested in-
terest would be strictly dealt
with.

Held at Garzirhat Debi Sha-
harer Math at Parulia village in
Debhata. some 21 km off
Satkhira, the rally was

ded over by thana Awami
%‘W\t Advocate Go-
Aam ;

The Prime Minister said
that her nhr;nt had taken
steps to L persons re-
for Baburabad inci-

to book. She said that a
judicial iry into the inci-
dent had ordered. The

commissioner and the
superintendent of police of
Satkhira were al trans-
ferred. Besides, she , others
in the administration, if found
guilty, would be taken to task,

she said.

The Prime Minister categor-
ically said that an of her
party found involved in the

tragic incident would also face
due action.

The Prime Minister called
upon all not to take law into
their owm hands.

Going back to the origin of
the dispute over the land own-
ership of Baburabad, the Prime
Minister said that a High Court
verdict in 1983 and subsequent
leasing of the land by BNP gov-
emment in 1993 made the situ-
ation complicated.

Bitterly criticising those
who were out to stir up the
Baburabad incident for politi-
cal motive, the Prime Minister
called them not to do -
tics with the miseries of the
people. In this connection she
referred to Rubel murder case in
the capital and said that within
two hours of the incident the
Leader of the madea
untrue claim that the victim .
was an activist of a front organ-
isation of her party. Sheikh
Hasina also bitterly condemned
the Ukhia (Cox's Bazar) incident |
of August 15 in which two
activists of BNF's Chhatra Dal
tried to kill poor ¢ by mix-
ing poison with s being

by Awami League to
the destitute on the Na-
tional Mourning Day.

injured on the July 27 incident
Was the audience, im-
mediately ordered to bring her

to the dais. The Prime Minister:

muw the injuries and
her.

She also
nancial help.

gave her some fi- l

on still going strong

agreed. While the mess was'an
un ted political scandal
for Was on, for Americans

it was also a torturous domestic
ordeal — one that many could

identify with and, it seemed,
one that many were ready to
fi .

e admitted enough to sat-
isfy the American ple. 1
hope it's done,” said Marti Pe-
terson, a Republican who owns
a marketing firm in Beaverton,
Oregon. "l res him more be-
cause he addressed the Ameri-
can public and said now it's
done. Let's get to work and build
America.”

"Presidents aren't gods. Th
are normal human beings.” sai
Lorie Stra -Grossman, 42, of
Metuchen, Jersey. "I think
perhaps it's unrealistic to ex-

tE:t he will be a role model
or my children. He is an ex-
tremely capable and intelligent
president. That's what is impor-
tant."”
But talk kept returning to
one : '

ing. '1 took the cookies out of the

cookie jar. now let's just change

the subject.”” said Allison LeP-
ock, 35, of Chesapeake, Vir-
ginia.

At a Hooters restaurant in
Columbus, Dhin,bycllinéan's
speech was greeted aughter,
jeers and some booing. One per-
son screamed; "Bill, youre a
phony.”

"He lied.” said Sean Stennett,
27. a Clinton supporter. "He dis-
respected his wife, child and
country. If he knew he did
wrong, he should have admitted
it sooner.”

UP chairman
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The mob has gheraoed the
TNO office and kept all officials
and employees under confine-
ment. They are not being al-
lowed to go out.

DIG. ulna Range, Lutful
Huq. Deputy Commissioner
Iftekharuddin and the Police
Super Khan Akramuzzaman
are already staying there re-
questing the angry mob to hand
over the dead body.

Five platoons of riot police
have been deployed in the area.

“He was like a little kid say- |

Dhaka submits
draft resolution
to ECOSOC

Bangladesh has submitted a
draft resolution on "Interna-
tional decade for a culture of

ce and non-violence for the
children of the world (2001-

*2010)" to the Economic and So-

cial Council (ECOSOC) of the
United Nations, reports BSS.

Bangladesh on behalf of the
54 co-sponsor countries in-
troduced the resolution at the
ECOSQC session in New York
on J 23. The draft resolution
was by consF—sus at the

on July 28, 1998.

The resolution recommends
to the next session of the Gen-
eral Assembly that -the od
from the year 2001 to 2010 be
proclaimed as the . interna-
tional decade for a culture of
peace and non-violence for the
children of the world.

Khaleda
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pompous functions were held at

the cost of public money when a
vast number of people are

passing their days without food.

Quo press reports she es-
timated that five to ten crore
taka were t for the mourn-

ing. The money should have
been diverted to the hungry
people who were rendered desti-
tute by the flood, she said.
Begum Zia expressed grave
concern at the deterioration of
law and order. A sense of inse-
curity pervaded in the society,

Citing an example she said a
UP chairman was shot inside

the office of TNO in Khulna
yesterday.

Fish export
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self. :

The EU without verifying the
factories allowed them to ex-
rt their products to its mem-
r countries on the basis of the
ent list from July 10.
The EU imposed temporary
ban on import of fish and fish
products from Bangladesh on
August '97 as the guality of fish

products was not acceptable to

the EU.

desh government sent
a list of six factories to the EU
after upgrading their standard
on November 13, 1997 and the
EU, after verification. gave

. permission to the six factories

to export fish and fish products.

No US embassy
plan to evacuate
staff from Dhaka

A US embassy spokesman
yesterday said they have no
plan to evacuate any embassy
staff from B adesh at this
time followin t in
Pakistan. '

Non-essential staff and their
relatives d ed from Pak-
istan yest y under the US

t's m*;r o after the ar-
rest on st a in
Pakistan i the m‘i“mmgg
of US embassies in Kenya an
Tanzania. The arr man
identified as Howaida Sadik
was immediately handed over
to Kenyan authorities in
Nairobi.

The United States also
warned Americans agalnat,
travel to Pakistan a very
serious threat” to US lacilities

. and citizens.

When asked to comment on
the development, the US em-
bassy spokesman told UNB that
they are tightening local secu-
rity arrangement as of a
general worldwide effort taken
in response to the bombing in
nga and Tanzania.

e said the embassy is get-
ttnﬁ support from the relevant
authorities in Bangladesh in its
security efforts. -

Flood
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while all the rivers in the
south-eastern hill basin receded
except the Feni river at

arh.

e rivers flowing above the
d r level are: Brahmaputra .
at Chilmari, Jamuna at Ba-
hadurabad, Sirajganj and
Aricha, Buriganga at Dhaka,

Shitalakhya at Narayanganj,
Turag at Mirpur and Tongi,
Kaliganga at Taraghat, Dharla

at K . Padma at Pankha.
Gnﬂﬂﬂd Bhagyakul, Ma-
handanda at Chapainawab-
anj, Surma at Kanaighat and
gunamganj, Kushiyara at
Amalshid and Sheola, Shome-
swari at Durgapur, Meghna at
Bhairab Bazar and Halda at
Narayanhat. |

Meanwhile, due to active
monsoon light to moderately
heavy rainfall at most places
with heavy fall at one or two
places over the country was
recorded in last 24 hours till 9
am yesterday.
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