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Text of Clinton's

address to nation

WASHINGTON, Aug 18: Text
of President Clinton's address
to the nation, as transcribed by
the Federal Document Clearing
House:

Good evening.

This afternoon in this room,
from this chair, [ testified be-
fore the Office of Independent
Counsel and the grand jury.

I answered their questions
truthfully, including questions
about my private life, questions
no American citizen would ever
want to answer.

Still. 1 must take complete
responsibility for all my ac-
tions, both public and private.
And that is why.

I am speaking to you tonight.

As vou know, in a deposition
in January, 1 was asked #Uﬁf_
tions about my relations
with Monica Lewinsky. While
my answers were legally accu-
rate, | did not volunteer infor-
mation.

Indeed. | did have a relation-
ship with Ms Lewinsky that was
not appropriate. In fact, it was
wrong. It constituted a critical
lapse in judgement and a per-
sonal failure on my part for
which | am solely and com-
pletely responsible.

But I told the grand jury to-
day and | say to you now that at
no time did 1 ask anyone to lie,
to hide or destroy evidence or to
take any other unlawful action.

| know that my public com-
ments and my silence about
this matter gave a false impres-
sion. | misled people, including
even my wife. | deeply regret
that.

[ can only tell you | was mo-
tivated by many factors. First,
by a desire to protect myself
from the embarrassment of my
—ewn conduct.

I was also very concerned
about protecting my family.
The fact that these gquestions
were being asked in a politi-
cally inspired lawsuit, which
has since been dismissed, was a
consideration, too.

“takes to

In addition, | had real and
serious concerns about an inde-
pendent counsel investigation
that began with private busi-
ness dealings 20 years ago —,
dealings, I might add, about
which an independent federal
agency found no evidence of any
wrongdoing by me or my wife
aver two years ago.

The independent counsel in-
vestigation moved on to my
staff and friends, then into my
private life. And now the inves-
tigation itself is under investi-
gation.

This has gone on too long.

cost too much and hurt too

many innocent people.

Now, this matter is between
me, the two people I love niost —
-y wife and our daughter — and
our God. I must put it right. and
I am prepared to do whatever it
0 S0.

Nothing is more important
to me personally. But it is pri-
vate, and | intend to reclaim my
family life for my family. It's
nnbos;“s business but ours.

Even presidents have private
lives. It is time to stop the pur-
suit of personal destruction and
the prying into private lives
izu?d get on with our natjonal

ife.

Our coun has been dis-
tracted by this matter for too
long, and I take my responsi-
bility for my part in all of this,
That is all I can do.

Now it is time — in fact, it is
past time — to move on.

We have important work to
do — real opportunities to seize,
real problems to solve, real se-
curity matters to face.

And so tonight, 1 ask you to
turn away from the spectacle of
the past seven months, to repair
the fabric of our national dis-
course, and to return our atten-
tion to all the challenges and
all the promise of the next
American centu

Thank you rﬁ;r watching.

+And good night.

— Source AP

Clinton: I misled poeple

From Page 1

"This matter is between me,
the two people | love most — my
wife and our daughter — and our
God." he added.

But some congressional
critics weren't satisfied and
bridled at Clinton's attack on
Starr. Sources said Starr may
try to force the president to give
fuller answers in a second
grand jury appearance.

The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman. Senator Or-
rin Hatch, a Republican, ex-
pressed anger at the president's
attacks on Starr.

"Wasn't that pathetic? 1 tell

you} what a jerk. ‘Hewch was-

overheard saying Monday night
to his entourage as he left a
television studio.

Still,. Hatch said the presi-
dent's Exgressiun of regret may
be enough to persuade lawmak-
ers to stop any possible im-
peachment inquiry unless
prosecutors find evidence of ob-
struction of justice.

Republican Barney Frank, a

" Hillary

From Page 1

role of family adviser. says the
first lady is still committed to
her marriage.

Clinton admitted giving the
American people ‘a false im-
ﬁrerssfunﬂ But acknowledging he

ad an inappropriate relation-
ship with a young woman, he
sounded more sorry for the
he had caused Hillary and their
daughter, Chelsea.

“Now this matter is between
me and the two people I love
most: My wife and our daughter
— and our God,” Clinton said
Monday in a nationally tele-
vised talk.

"I must put it right and I am
prepared to do whatever it takes
to do so. Nothing is more im-
portant to me personally.”

It was clear he had some
work to do.

The Rev Jesse Jackson,
speaking with reporters in
C%icagn on Monday. said he
had met with both Mrs Clinton
and Chelsea late into Sunday.

Before he left, the three went
upstairs in the White House res-
idence and 'spent a few mo-
ments' with Clinton. who also
had been talking to Jackson
over the past week.

"He feels the embarrassment
and the shame of it all on the
.one hand, and Hillary's humil-
iation is cnmin}%ﬂnn.“ Jackson
told reporters. "And yet they are
both mature enough and strong
enough to know that bonding
takes place in adver&tt% bond-
ing takes place when t

he ﬁ?ﬁb president was first
accused in January of having
sex with former White House in-
tern Monica Lewinsky, Mrs
Clinton told reporters she didn't
think the stories were true.

She combatively dismissed
it all as part of a 'vast right-
wing conspiracy' against the
Clinton presidency — a theme
she has pushed during Demo-
cratic fund-raisers as recently
as last week.

But the nature of it all un-
doubtedly made for difficult
times in the Clinton household.
One Clinton confidant who has
seen the president and first lady
together in recent days de-
scribed the atmosphere as
tense.

Still, Mrs Clinton and her
husband went to church hold-
ing hands on Sunday, and Clin-
ton apparently entered the
White House Map Room for his
testimon
support from her and Chelsea.

ackson, too, said some ten-
sion exists. But the first lady
remains "dedicated to her mar-
riage" and was an active partic-
ipant in Sunday's strategy ses-
sions with Clinton's lawyers
and aides.

EIc arc..

Monday with solid’

Democratic member of the
House Judiciary Committee and
Clinton supporter, said the
president may have done
enough to stave off impeach-
ment. "No matter what he said
before, 1 cannot believe that
would rise under any definition
to perjury or impeachment.” he
said.

The president and his fam-
ily, meanwhile, were due to
leave this afternoon for a va-
cation at Martha's Vineyard in
Massachusetts.

Wearing a dark business suit
and sitting in the same Map
Room where he had testified via
video 'camera hours - earlier,
Clinton said in his TV address
that he disputed the most seri-
ous charges st him.

"l told the grand jury today
and I say to you now that at no
time did I ask anyone to lie, to
hide or destroy evidence or to
take any other unlawful ac-
tion," the president said.

Seven months ago, in the
Paula Jones lawsuit, Clinton
denied having sexual relations
with Ms., Lewinsky. "My an-
swers were legally accurate,”
Clinton said in Monday's TV
address.

But now he says he "did have
a relationship with Ms. Lewin-
sky that was not appropriate.
In fact, it was wrong. It consti-
tuted a critical lapse in ]judge-
ment and a personal failure on
my part for which | am solely
and completely responsible,”

One source familiar with
White House t . speaking
on condition of anonymity,
sald lawyers both inside and
outside the White House advis-
ing Clinton worried that Clin-
ton's insistence on his earlier
testimony was "legally accu-
rate”’ might become "an invita-

tion to Starr and Republicans to

hammer away at every word at
the deposition to disprove" it.

Ms. Lewinsky has detailed

“an alleged sexual relationship

with the president in her own
and jury testimony, and she
as turned over a dress she told

prosecutors may have been

stained from sex with Clinton.

- PM: By-polls
From Page 1

The Prime Minister blamed
BNP for trying to protect the
self-proclaimed  killers of
Bangabandhu and said Begum
Zia's husband General Ziaur
Rahman rewarded the killers
by giving them jobs in the for-
eign missions.

"Now, the BNP chairperson
is calling for movement to save
the killers from trial,” Hasina
told the meeting.

Urging the countrymen to
remain alert against any such
conspiracy, the Prime Minister
sald: "Begum Zia is out to pro-
tect the killers of Banga-
‘bandhu.”

"BNP was hatching conspir-
acy against the government
from the day it had assumed the
power,” the Prime Minister
said, adding "They tried to
destabilise the situation even
by attacking the Speaker."

Juba League president
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,
MP, directed the Juba League
workers to be vigilant against
any conspiracy against Sheikh
e Rfeiing 1> aghn 2is and B

to m an
Chowdhury's remark to stage
another 15 August and 7
November, Selim said: "They
should know that there is an-
other day called May 31."

The discussion meeting held
at the Engineers' Institution
was addressed by Whip Abdus
Shahid. Advocate ujibur
"Rahman, Dr Mizanur Rahman,
Zahangir Kabir Nanak and
Shah Alam, MP. :

| investigation into the smu

| i NEWS i

Dr Kamal Hossain speaking at a convention on 'Oil and gas resources of Bangladesh and

national interest' held at the National Press Club yesterday.
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Ctg gold haul
Investigation
moving at a
snail's pace

| From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Aug 18: The
ggled
gold haul incident that took
place at the Chittagong airport
on August 4, is moving at a
snail's pace, sources said.

Consequently, there has
been no headway in detecting
the kingpins linked with the
gold haul incident.

The two suspects arrested in
connection with the hauling of
1600 tolas of smuggled gold
from '41'3h,itt::u?,:::'mlél airport, were
already sent to the custody after

iwo days of remand at port

thana here, police said.

The gold worth about Taka
one crore was seized from a Bi-
man’'s bus carrying the passen-

ers who came from Dubai by a
ight of Bangladesh Biman.

The detained suspects were
driver of the bus Abdul Halim
and a passenger Md. Shahja-
han. Police said during inter-
rogation, no new information
could be gathered from them.

No other departments were
so far engaged to step up inves-
tigation, police sources said.

Landslide kills
178 in India

NEW DELHI. Aug 18: At least
178 people were killed when a
landslide wiped out a village to-
day in the northern Indian
state of Uttar Pradesh, a senior
police official said, reports
AFP.

Police official Udyan Par-
mar, speaking from the nearby

cityitol  Bareilly, said that 1he 4.

latest toll was received in ara-
dio message sent by a surviving

See also Page 9

wireless operator at the disaster

site,

Earlier reports had placed
the toll from the landslide in
the district of Pithoraagarh at
100.

Parmar told AFP by tele-
phone that the landslide oc-
curred in the mountainous dis-
trict bordering Nega] and China
at 3:00 am (2130 GMT Monday).

According to the official. an
entire team of 60 Hindu Pil-
grims were among those killed.

Over 100 drown
in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone,
Aug 18: More than 100 people
who had been kidnap from
their villages by rebels in
Sierra Leone drowned with
their captors over the weekend
when the boat taking them
away struck a rock and sank.
police said today, reports AP.

Since President Ahmed Te-
jan Kabbah was restored to
B}Jwer earlier this year by a

est African intervention
force, members of Sierra
Leone's ousted junta and their
rebels allies have been killing,
maiming and kidnapping thou-
sands of civilians in remote ar-
eas.
Efforts by the regional force,
known as ECOMOG, have been
unsuccessiul in wiping out the
rebels.

The kidnap victims drowned
in a river accident about 80
miles (130 kilometres] north of
Freetown. police said.

| Sonia —an acid victim

By Staff Correspondent

Sonija, an acid victim, re-
turned home Monday after a
five-nonth treatment abroad.

Her mother raised a number
of questions regarding the state
of treatment f[acilities in the
country for victims like Sonia.

The teen-age girl from Old
Dhaka fell victim to acid
throwing in her own house on
March 8 last year,

A miscreant wanted to sat-
isfy his desire by having Sonia
in a wedlock. which however,
was refused.

The miscreant did not accept
the refusal as her legal right.
Rather he preferred to throw
acid on her to burn. She fell
victim to this brutality on
March 8 last year.

"The man came to our house
at night on that day carrying a
bottle of acid hidden behind his
back. He threw acid on my face
and damaged my both eyes.”
Sonia said narrating the inci-
dent.

Immediately. she was rushed
to the Mitford Hospital and
later shifted to the Dhaka Med-
ical College Hospital (DMCH)],
Sonia said.

"I remained under treatment
at the DMCH. faor about three
months where the doctors op-
erated upon my both eye lids
and did grafting on my face.”
she added.

‘Many newspapers covered
the incident and the Home Min-

ister Rafiqul Islam also came to
see Sonia at the DMCH," said
Akhteri Begum, mother of the
victim.

"When the Home Minister
came to see Sonia, he assured to
bear all nses for her treat-
ment.” sald M Feroze, her fa-
ther.

But the minister did not live
upto his promise and slipped
out of responsibility by giving
Tk 2000 only, Feroze added,

"Sonia's painful story was
depicted on foreign television
few months later.” Akhteri in-
formed this correspondent
adding soon after one Iranian
gentleman in Spain contacted
them through the television
personnel and offered to bear
the cost of her treatment.

“Why the government or the
influential people in the coun-
try could not do this for Sonia™?
wondered the mother. "Even af-
ter assurance from the Home
Minister for Sonia's treatmernt,
we had to sell property what
ever we had and borrow money
from others to bear the cost.”
she added.

"For one year | had been
shuttling between secretariat
and my residence to see the
minister, but failed”. he said.
"Officials also commented that
there are hundreds of Sonias in
the country and how many of
them could be taken care of."
she added

e e

Tributes paid to Bangabandhu
= in New Dethi

NEW DELHI. Aug
Indian president R Venkatara-
man, former prime minister | K
Gujral and a host of leading so-
ciopolitical personalities at a
discussion here last evening
Fald homage to Bangladesh's
ounding father Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, re-
ports BSS.

“Political assassination is a
major threat to democracy and
the threat is growing. There is a
need to put a stop to this trend,”
the former Indian president R
Venkataraman aaidp while pay-
ing tributes to Bangabandhu at
the meeting organised by the
"Freedom Movement Memorial

Committee Friends of
Bangladesh” in cooperation
with

the Banﬁ_lladesh High
Commission on the occasion of
his 23rd death anniversary.

Held at the 'Secular House',
the meeting was addressed,
among others, by former Indian
minister Vasant Sathe and Ed-
vardo Faelerio former ambas-
sador SK Singh and JN Dixit,
Secretary of CPl Atul Kumar
Anjan, Bangladesh High Com-
missioner to India CM Shafi
Sami, president of Freedom
Movement Memorial Commit-
tee Shashi Bhushan. and presi-
dent of Friends of Bengal Daljit
Sen Adel,

Venkataraman said there
were a few le in the world
called Father of the Nation. De-
scribing Bangabandhu and Ma-
hatma Gandhi as great leaders
he said both of these greatmen
had many things in common.

Both Sheikh Mujib and Ma-
hatma Gandhi were born in
middle class families and both
of them went through trial and
tribulation.

Both the leaders had faced

l conspiracy cases and both of

18: Former

themm were assassinated, he
added.

He said Sheikh Mujib was
one of the best citizens of the
world.

Former Indian prime minis-
ter I K Gujral in his brief speech,
paid tributes to Bangabandhu

describing him as a great
leader.

He recalled the liberation
war of adesh and said the
friendship between Bangladesh
and India had been established
on the spilling of blood of the

" two peoples.

Where’s she?

From Page 1

There was no sign Monday of
Ms Lewinsky outside her
apartment at the Watergate
complex. She was not seen out-
side the office of her lawyers.
And there were no reports of her
eating at any of the downtown
restaurants she has frequented
in recent months.

In fact, family friends would
not even confirm if the former
White House intern. a native of

,California, was in Washington.

In Los Angeles, the lights
were on late Monday inside the
Brentwood neighbourhood
home of Ms Lewinsky's father,
Dr Bernard Lewinsky. But un-
like days when Ms Lewinsky is
known to be in town, no re-

rters were camped out at the

ome.,

When Ms Lewinsky testified
before the grand jury, Clinton
was in plain view, attending a
crime event in the Rose Garden

at the White House.
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Bangabandhu murder case

“A man may be killed by an

{ | army. but his idea and philoso-

phy can't be killed ... thousands
of army can't stop even one
idea.”

This was observed by advo-
cate Serajul Hugq. the chief

rosecutor in the Bangabandhu

urder Case, while placing his
argument before the District
and Sessions Judge's Court yes-
terday, reports UNB.

The prosecutor ridiculed a
" defence suggestion that none
was killed in Bangabandhu's 32
Dhanmondi residence on Au-
gust 15. "If that was the reality, |
along with so many people
would have been the happiest
person,” said Serajul Hug, a
personal friend of the assassi-
nated President.
| It sounds like "a man is
killed, but he is not dead,” he
added.

Referring to some other sug-

Iiubel's mother

From Page 1

Efclice officials, besides being a
al leader of the ruling party.

During the first visit to
Mukuli Begum's residence, Ja-
hanara asked her to secure the
release of Rubel.

Mukuli Begum informed her
that she had requested some
police officials to arrest some
-young men of the locality as the
date of election to the managin
board of the neighbourhoo
school was approaching,.
Rubel s mother said. Those ar-
rested would be kept in police
custody for two days and there
is nothing to be concerned
about, Mukuli Begum was
quoted as saying by Rubel's

TORYE: ROUESTRE when Jaha-

nara went to Mukuli Begum's
residence again she was told
that Rubel was arrested in an
arms case. Mukuli Begum in-
formed that one Bashar had
informed her about the arrest,
Mukuli Begum, however, did
not take any initiative for
Rubel's release. who subse-
quenllﬁ died in the police cus-
tody, the mother said.

Abu Taher in his statement
said that from the balcony of
his third floor flat he observed
that about six plainclothesmen
were assaulting Rubel indis-
criminately.

Then a number of local peo-
ple gathered around the DB
team. At one stage of torturing,
one of the DB men hit Rubel's
head on a roadside electricity
pole and Ruble screamed in
pain.

The DB men pulled away the
sister-in-law of Rubel when she
came to protect Rubel from
them. Then the DB men dragged
Rubel towards their vehicle.

Murad, a friend of Rubel's
brother Jewel, said in his
statement that being informed
that DB men had picked u
Eubﬂl. he rushed to the DB of-

ce.

Murad was able to meet SI
Hayatul Islam Thakur, an ac-
cused in the murder case,
Thakur assured Murad that he
would see if he could do any-
thir‘}%r:garding Rubel's release.

en Thakur told Murad to
wait outside. But Thakur did
not tell him where Ruble was
kept at that time, Murad said.

Besides, the CID yesterday
interrogated two prisoners at
the Dhaka Central Jail, identi-
fied as Amin and Zaman, who
had been in DB custody on July
23,

Meanwhile, an Sl of the De-
tective Branch (DB) who was the
duty officer on July 23 at the DB
office recorded his statement
yesterday before the judicial
commission probing into Rubel
murder case.

Besides, two lawyers and
former home secretary Kazi
Azhar Ali also gave their views
before the commission yester-
day.

BCL factions
trade fire
at CU

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 18: Two
rival factions of the pro-Awami
League Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) traded fire at
Chittagong University today.

The sporadic shootout lasted
for about an hour and seven to
eight gun shots were fired, po-
lice said.

The clash erupted after Kr-

ishna Gopal Pal. a BCL activist
and a second year student of
Economics Department, was
severely beaten up by some ac-
tivists of a rival faction. The
victim, however, was admitted
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) in a critical
condition.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir gheraoed
the residence of Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor of the university and de-
manded rehabilitation of their
activists who were ousted from
Shah Amanat Hall.

Release of AC
Akram demanded

TANGAIL, Aug 18: Several
hundred people brought out a
procession here yesterday de-
manding release of AC Akram,
the main accused in Rubel Mur-
der Case, reports UNB. Herili.

Tangail is the home district
of AC am. The procession-
ists marched through the dif-
ferent roads in the town chant-
ing slogans in favour of their
demand. They also submitted a
memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner. :
Most of the ple came
from the village home of AC
Akram at Hugra in Sadar thana |
by engine boats, buses and
trucks and %fthercd in front of
the town's Bhasani Hall.

Aug 15 killi

AL leaders were silent about
ngs out of fear: SPP

L

gestions of the defence counsel
to the prosecution witnesses
during the lengthy cross-exam-
ination, Huq said, "Cross-ex-
amination is not for manipula-
tion of errors but (o find out the
truth.”

Some of the defence queries
and suggestions to the wit-
nesses, the prosecutor said,
were meaningless. "Those were
empty, Zero + Zero + Zero =
Zero. Was it necessary to ask an
illiterate witness about number
of wheels of a tank?" :

Referring to a revelation
from the deposition of PW-50
DSP Nurul Islam, the lawyer
said, "l have never heard in the
Army Act that a man could be
killed after he raises his hands
up.”

I::IEIISF' Nuru!l Islam in his de-
sition had said army men in
lack and khaki uniform com-
ing near the veranda of Banga-
bandhu's house asked him,
Sheikh Kamal and another po-
lice man to raise their hands
1#:. All the three obeyed. But
ajor Bazlul Huda fired at
Sheikh Kamal.

Referring to the deposition
by another prosecution witness
who had said there was a dead
silence after 10-year-old boy
Russel was gunned down by a
brute, the prosecutor said.
"Sometimes silence is more
eloquent than the sound of a

gun. After the death of Russel,

all became silent.”

Turning to some other de-
fence suggestions, Huq said the
counsel tried to establish that
the army men returned the fire
of Sheikh Kamal and Sheikh
Jamal who shot from inside the
house. "Even if we concede to
this idea, my question is why
did they come to that house.”

About the suggestion that
Awami League leaders like Cap-
tain Mansur Ali, Tajuddin

Ahmed had accepted the killing

and none raised their voice
against it, the prosecutor said,
"Awami League leaders were
silent because there is a word

called fear. It is fear that re-
frained them from raising their
voice.”

None of them had accepted
the killing, Huq contended. "If
that was so, why then Mansur
Ali, Tajuddin and others were
killed inside the jail?”

‘It is not correct,” said the

| prosecutor refuting the defence

suggestion that the political
leaders had accepted the killing
and the change on August 15,
1975.

About the change of the gov-
ernment on August 15, the pros-
ecutor said, "A mere change in
paper does not make any
change in the state. Lord Clive
told Mir Zafar that he would be
made the Nawab."

He termed as wild and fabu-
lous the defence suggestion that

all the inmates of the house
committed suicide by exploding

Referring to another defence
suggestion that the came
to abduct Sheikh Mujib, the
prosecutor pointed to Havilder
Quddus Sikder, PW-4, who had
told the court that accused Ba-
zlul Huda entered the house and
killed Sheikh Kamal. Then
climbing upstairs Major Noor
and Mafnr uda gunned down

B hu.
md. “The intention is a

matter of mind, but circum-
stantial evidence spell out the
intention. Intention is some-
thing large and somebody has
to read that. There was no other
intention except to kill him
(Bangabandhu). They came to
kill him and they killed him."

Major Mohiuddin (lancer)
along with his troops pushed
Bangabandhu towards the
stairs, and Major Huda and Ma-
jor Noor asking them to step
aside instantly fired at Banga-
bandhu, contended the prosecu-
tor pointing to the deposition of
the prosecution witness Hav-
ilder Quddus. He described the
deposition of Quddus as 'natural
and spontaneous description of
the incident.”

After killing Bangabandhu,
both the officers came out of the
house. Then entered Major Aziz
Pasha with Havilder Mosle-
muddin and killed all other

"inmates of house in the first”

floor.

All these show that different
sets of ple were entrusted
with dilferent tasks, Serajul
Hugq said.

ferrimg to Quddus' deposi-
tion, he said Major Aziz Pasha
asked one Havilder to take Rus-
sel to his mother when the mi-
nor boy wanted to go to his
mother.

"What a heart rending mys-
tery!” said Huq terming Maj
Aziz Pasha as the finest killer
and a most cruel man. He com-

ared Pasha with Sheemar, the
ller of Hazrat Imam Hossain
in Karbala.

Referring to Farook's com-
ing in front of Bangabandhu's

residence on August 15 mom-
ing. the prosecutor said he
(Farook) came there to ascer-
tain whether the operation was
successful.

When Farook asked some-
thing. the Major Huda was
quoted to have said all were fin-
ished. Probably Farook had
asked "Kam thik se hua™? [Has
the task been carried out
rightly). Huq jokingly said in
Urdu.

The chief prosecutor was as-
sisted by Additional PP Qumrul
Islam and Adv Mosharraf Hos-
sain Kajal.

He will continue his argu-
ment when the hearing resuges
at 10 am today.
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