DHAKA TUESDAY,
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Nat’l v’ball

Eight matches — four men's
and four women's — of the na-
tional wolleyball champion-
ship were held yesterday at the
Mirpur Shaheed Suhrawardy
National Indoor Stadium,
reports UNB.

In the men's grou
Club beat Chittagong D
15-3, 15-3; Khulna beat Ra-
shahi DSA 15-10, 15-10, 15-13;

haka DSA beat Comilla DSA
15-2. 8-15. 15-9, 8-15, 15-6 and
Bangladesh Air Force beat
Rangpur DSA 15-0, 15-4, 15-1.
In the women's group, Dina-
ur DSA beat ur DSA 15-
. 15-5, 15-7. Khu DSA beat
Tangail DSA 15-3, 15-1, 15-4,
Rajbari DSA beat Kushtia DSA
15-3, 15-0, 15-0 and Pabna DSA
crushed Bhola DSA 15-0, 15-2,
15-0.

Five men's and two women's
matches will be held today in
two sessions at the same venue.

. Titas
15-6.

Mohammedan beat™

Mohun Bagan

CALCUTTA, Aug 17: Under-
dogs Mohammedan Sporting
socked star-studded Mohun
Bagan' 1-0 in a Calcutta Super
Division football league en-
counter at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium yesterday, reports PTI.

Mojes Owino exhibited fine
opportunism to strike the only
goal in the 76th minute en-
abling Mohammedan's add
three invaluable points to their
account.

Receiving a sudden long ball
from medio Joy Kabui, the un-
marked Owino found himself in
the clear, and as Bagan custo-
dian Hemanta Dora rushed out
of his charge in desperation,
Owino Calmly lobbed the ball
over Dora's head into the net
from 35 years.

Bagan, who thus suffered
their maiden loss in this year's
league, still lead the table with
18 points from seven matches,
while Mohammedan have 14
from six.

BAF handball

JESSORE. Aug 17: Two
matches were held on the sec-
ond day of the BAF inter-base
handball championship at Base
Matiur Rahman today, reports
BSS.

Base Matiur whipped Air
Headquarters Unit 28-15.
Sergeant Zaman of the winning
team netted 15 goals, while in
another match Base Zahurul
Haque trounced Base Pahar
Kanchanpur 23-13. Flying offi-
cer Mahmud of Zahu:rul aque
scored severi

Earlier, ase ‘Bashar and
Base Matiur own their respec-
tive matches on the inaugural
day on Sunday. Bashar defeated
Air Headquarters 23-10 while
the host team outplayed Zahu-
rul Haque team 17-8.

Mahdavikias fall

in accident

TEHRAN, Aug 17:; Iranian
football star ehdi Mah-
davikia and his wife have been
injured in a car accident in

Northern Iran, n apers re-
ported today, says

Mahdavikia, knuwn as the ,

"bull,” smashed his car against
a tree as he lost control while
driving Friday on a windy road
in the resort town of Chalus,
bordering the Caspian Sea.

- He suffered a head injury
and his wife was hurt in the leg,
Hamshahri Daily said, adding
Eitat their conditions were sta-

e.

Mahdavikia, 21, scored
Iran's second goal in a histori-
- cal World Cup 2-1 victory
against the United States in
France.

Mahdavikia is wanted b
several top foreign clubs includ-
ing Germanys Dortmund,
Hamburg and Cologne.

Ctg badminton

CHITTAGONG, Au
two-day women's badminton
competition under the auspices
of Chittagong District Women's
Sports Association began at the

"CJKP gymnasium here this af- -

~ternoon, reports BSS,
About 30 players were
ticipating in the competition.
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LONDON, Aug
(Reuters/Inte rnct}
:  Arsene Wenger
riled out English
champions Arse-
nal becoming
involved in any transfer chase
for Brazilian striker Ronaldo —
because he prefers his team's
French teenager Nicolas

Anelka.

The French coach who led
hrsenal to the League and FA
E double last season, is still
to sign a big-name for-
ward ollowing the summer de-
parture of lan Wright, but he
ured cold water on a Ronaldo
fuelled by newspaper re-
purts that the Brazilian wants

to play in England,
"W‘:: would never sign

Ronaldo — if we did we would
have to sell the north south and
west stands to buy him,” said
the French manager.

"But 1 believe that Anelka
can do a better 1]0!:- for us. He has
tremendous talent. Ronaldo has
exceptional potential but for me
I like team players.

"Nicolas had just as much
aggression and explosive pace."

Anelka:. 19, made a
favourable impression last sea-

son, helping Arsenal win the
le ue dl’ld FA Cup double de-
spite injuries to Wright and
Dennis Bergkamp.

Wenger said he would not
pay more than 10 million
pounds (S 16 million) for a
player. But he is hopeful of sign-
ing another striker after selling
reserve |siah Rankin to Brad-
ford on Friday.

"NICOLAS A ANELKA

'Wenger prefers Anelka
to Ronaldo

Wenger said; "We are looking
to buy a striker, especially as it
is a worry that Dennis might
not fly to certain European
games.

"At the moment we are in
discussions with players but
not signing any.”

Wenger — who has only
signed two defenders French-
man David Grondin and Argen-
tinian Nelson Vivas during the
summer, is not worried that the
lack of a big-name signing
could effect the defence of the
championship.

The Arsenal boss, who
tipped Chelsea to emerge as
their closest title challengers,
said; "I think the current play-
ers can improve.

"l am positive they can build
on what they have achieved in
the last three months but it will
be harder each season.

"Chelsea are the team that
have impressed me the most.
They have made good signings
and | think Brain Laudrup will
be a tremendous asset.”

Wenger also confirmed that
Dutch winger Marc Overmars
has signed a two-year extension
to his contract, keeping him at
Highbury until 2003.

BUDAPEST, Aug
17: Four years
ago. at the last Eu-
ropean Champi-
onships Wilson
Kipketer was a fa-
miliar figure on the interna-
tional circuit but the country
listed beside the name was
Kenya rather than Denmark,
reports Reuters.

Since then he has become a

citizen of his adopted Scandi-

navian homeland, won two
world titles at his specialist
event and last year reduced in
two stages the world 800 metres
record down to its present mark
of one minute 41.11 seconds.

Kipketer now wants to put
something on the mantelpiece
of his Copenhagen home which
truly proves he is European
rather than African a European
athletics title.

At the 17th European Cham-
pionships from Tuesday to
Sunday in the Hungarian capi-
tal, he is the overwhelmin
favourite to add a continenta
honour to his global accolades.

"It's obvious I'm not the same
as everyone else," Kipketer
quipped recently in a rare mo-
ment of humour from the often

enigmatic runner.

"But as time gjes by 1 feel
more and more European and
now | have been dreaming about
winning the gold medal in Bu-
dapeat

"I was not able to r:umpete in
the Atlanta Olympics (he had
not yet become a Danish citizen
and Kenya blocked his partici-
pation for his new country) and
so this is one title | want to win
in the build up to the next
Games in Sydney. And [ want to
win it for Denmark because the
country has helped me enor-
mously and opened its door
wide to me.

During 1996 and 1997 Kip-
keter was unbeaten and seem-
ingly unbeatable. However a
boul of .Malaria contracted in
January durin a uick trip to
the land of his has meant
he has only had twu races this
year pric-r to arriving in Bu-
dapest

In Zurich last Wednesday he
suffered his first defeat since
the 1995 Grand Prix final when
over 800 metres he succumbed

. to the finishing surge of Kenya's

Japheth Kimutai.
“That defeat was sad but no
surprise after so many weeks

W11 son seeks to s11ence critics

away from the track 1 only
started training again in April
and only have really had three
weeks of hard training. The one
thing I have to say is that my
health is good now,” Kipketer
added.

Nevertheless the times from
his two outings still put him
way ahead of his European tri-
als and his path to the gold
medal was even eased slightly
last week when Norway's Veb-
{nm Rodal, who won the At-
anta Olympic 800 metres gold
medal in Kipketer's absence
pulled out of the champi-
onships with shin splints.

If Kipketer decides to run his
own race from the gun, rather
than embark on a tactical battle
then one of the longest standing
championship best perfor-
mances could fall.

The 800 metres best of
1:43.84, a time Kipketer has al-
ready beaten comfortably this
year, has stood since 1978 when
it was set by East Germany Olaf

:H}e only other mark to last

two_decades is in the men's dis-

t that could also be under
threat.
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Badimir Belli of Ital},r celebrates his victory in the sixth 200km- lnng stage of the Tour of

Purtugal on August 15.
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—AFP photo
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Super Cup
final

MADRID, Aug 17 (Reuters) -
Croatian World Cup player Da-
vor Suker will miss the Euro-
pean Super Cup final against
Chelsea on August 28 because of
a knee in ur¥.

The al Madrid striker,
who scored six goals as Croatia
finished third in their first
World Cup, picked up the Ingury
in training and is expected to be
out for at least two weeks.

Fernando Redondo, the Ar-

entine midfielder, is another

oubt for the European cham-
pions after he suffered a similar
injury in Friday niﬁht's victory
over Atletico Madrid.

The Super Cup is played be-
tween teh winners of last sea-
son's European Cup and Cup
Winners' Cup.

Tony Adams

thinking of
retiring

LONDON, Aug 17: England
World Cup defender Tony
Adams says he may retire at the
end of this season because of
concerns over the pain-killin
drugs he takes for his injure
ankle, reports AP.

The Arsenal captain said
Monday he was considering re-
tirement because he was wor-
ried that anti-inflammatories
could be causing permanent
da :

"If 1 find 1 have to take (anti-
inflasmmatories] before every

ame this season, then [ will
ave to give a lot of thought to
carrying on next season.” he
was quoted as saying in the

Evening Standard newspaper.
"I want a life after football

and there have been wnrg'lng.
e

reports of long-term side cts
from constant use of these
tablets.”

Adams. who tumed 32 in Oc-
tober, has played more than 600
ﬁames and admits he no longer

as the ankles of a youth.

Worcester waste
Vikram's ton

LONDON. Aug 17: A career-
best 170 by the Indian-born
batsman Vikram Solanki
proved in vain as Worcester-
shire fell 29 short of their target
of 345 for victory over Der-

Kshlre in the English county
amacunship on Sunday re-
ports ters

The defeat extended Worces-
tershire’s poor run to four suc-
cessive losses. a sequence which
has drop ?ed them into the bot-
tom six of the 18-team champi-
onship.

Having been dismissed for
only 104 in their first innings,
lhqr slipped to 24 for three in
the second. before the 22 year-
old Solanki began a dramatic
fightback.

He hit 31 fours and a six to
make victory a possibility be-
fore Phil De Freitas and
Dean, who each took five wick-
ets. finished off the innings for
316.

Two other matches finished
on Sunday with a day to spare.
Hampshire beating bottom-of-
the table Essex by an innings
and 111. while Somerset beat
Northamptonshire by two
wickets.

Essex were bowled out in
their second innings for 238,
having been 349 behind on first
innings.

Somerset's match was in the
balance as they reached 164 for
seven, chasing 214.

The experienced Peter
Bowler, born 111 England but
raised in Canberra, Australia,
then saw them home wlth an
unbeaten 41. .

Fourth-placed Gloucester-
shi. - set fifth-placed Kent a
daunting 436 to beat them at
Bristol.

At Headingley, Yorkshire
declared 27 behind their old ri-
vals Lancashire, who struggled
to 109 for four by the close.
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| Suker to miss |

Chur Charenn (L) of Thailand practices at Tokyo yest,erdﬂ}' ahead of hlE August 23 WBC
mini-flyweight title match against Chinese Taipei's Rocky Lin to be held in Yokohama.

— AFP photo

Euro meet sans legends

BUDAPEST. Aug
17: The European
Athletics Cham-
pionships. which
start ere on
Tuesday, may be
missing the dominant forces in
the sport namely the Africans
and the Americans but in
Russia’'s Vetlana Masterkova
and Wilson Kipketer of
Denmark they possess two of
the finest athletes of the 90s,
reports AFP.

Masterkova and Kipketer,
who are werld record holders in
the mile and 800 metres re-
spectively, should more than
make up for the evident lack of
cﬂmlll}' in other events such as

e men's distance races and the
men's 100 metres, which will
boast a new winner for the first
time since 1986 owing to Lin-
ford Christie’'s retirement.

Masterkova, who burst into
the scene at the relatively ad-
vanced age of 28 to take
Olympic gold in ‘both the 800
and 1500 metres in Atlanta, is
competing in her first Euro-

ans and while other athletes

ike pole vaulting legend Serge
Bubka have decided to give it a
miss. she wants to make up for
the disappeintment of last
year's World Championships in
Athens.

"l was carrying an injury
and despite hoping I would be

ahle o run it off it just got worse
and by the 1500 semifinal | re-
alised it was not going to be my
title.” the 30-year-old said.

“Thus these championships
are very important to me as it
gives me a chance to add a Euro-
pean title to my Olympic and
Goodwill one’s with the chance
of the cleansweep next year in
the world's and also to erase the
frustrating memories of last
year,” she added.

However. Masterkova, who
is married to former profes-
sional cyclist Assiat Saitov,
will face a real battle as she
comes up against world cham-
pion Carla Sacramento of Por-
tugal and the diminutive Ro-
manian. Gabriela Szabo, who
handed the Russian her only de-
feat of the season in Monaco 10
days ago.

Masterkova, though, firmly
scotched any ideas that she
might have peaked too early
when she avenged that defeat in
Zurich last Wednesday and then
set aside’any tho
vals mii t haverhad about re-
placing her at the top of the Lree.

‘1 just wanted to show who
was boss," she said.”

The other event that should .

be of the highest standard will
be the men’'s 400 metres, which
could bring a great Britain 1-2-3
and also see Drechsler's former
East German teammate
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starts today

Thomas Schunlebe'-s 11-year-
old European record consigned
to history. ,

The man deemed most like
to take the title and the rec
is 26-year-old Mark Richard-
son, who beat double Ol
champion and world 400 me-
tres titleholder Michael John-
son in Oslo earlier on the sea-
SOn.

Richardson, who won a
world 4x400 relay gold in
Tokyo in=1991 where he was a
reserve, has twice run 44.37
seconds this season just four
hundredths of a second off
Schonlebe's record and with
compatriots Iwan Thomas and
the unpredictable Solomon
Wariso, who claimed the last
ticket ahead of British 400 me-
tres icon Roger Black, chasing
him all the way this looks like
be!g%a cracker of a race.

e absence of Bubka and
several other le Euro
lights illustrates how the Euro-
peans. have lost a let of -their
prestige over the past decade but
just one,outstanding - perfor-
mance from any of the above
over the coming week will go a
long way towards restoring
their rather grey image to a
golden hue of years past.

R

Ian to compete
In SIX events

SYDNEY, Aug 17: Australian
swimming sensation Ian Tho-
rpe will compete in six events at
next month's Kuala Lumpur
Commonwealth Games, reports
AFP.

The 15-year-old Sydney
schoolboy., who became Aus-
tralia's youngest male world
swimm:ng champion at Jan-
uary's Perth Chamgamships,
has included the 200 metres
butterfly, which he never con-
tested at a major international
meet, to his list.

He is not even ranked in the
top 50 over the 200m butterfly
hut his ra;?lid improvement has

rompted head coach Don Tal-

ot tn nominate him as one of
Australia's three swimmers for .
the event in Malaysia.

He beat compatriot Grant
Hackett for the 400m, freestyle
gold at the Perth World Cham-
pionships and holds the Com-
monwealth 200m freestyle
record,
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