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The Public Administration
Reforms Committee (PARC)
should not go for all-out re-
forms at a time, but implement
some small yet urgent changes
as a first step, reports BSS.

This was observed by the
participants at a roundtable on
"Reforms in public administra-
tion in the context of ecanomic
globalisation”, organised by the
International hamber of
Commerce (ICC). in the city
yesterday.

The discussants said the
Commission must identify the
areas where it should work
first.

The Commission should
move on its agenda gradually
and frame some interim recom-
mendations to see how these
work, they said.

Presided over by ICC,
Bangladesh. president Mah-
bubur Rahman, a good number
of distinguished participants
comprising former ministers,
members of parliament,
econiomists, lawyers, editors,
former and on-the-job civil
servants, leaders of different
chambers and top businessmen
discussed the issue.

Former deputy prime minis-
ter Jamal Uddin Ahmed, for-
mer finance ministers AMA
Muhith and Saifur Rahman,
former foreign minister Dr
Kamal Hossain, parliament
member Morshed Khan. chair-
man of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public
Accounts SM Akram, former
and present chairmen of NBR

Shah Abdul Hannan and Abdul
Muyeed Chowdhury, Daily Star
editor Mahfuz Anam., MCCI
president Laila Kabir and FCCI
president AK Shamsuddin -and
chairman of Public Adminis-
tration Reforms Commission

ATM Shamsul Huq took part in

the discussion.

Earlier, ICC president Mah-
bubur Rahman gave reasons for
why the reforms in public ad-
ministration is needed, the pre-
sent state of public administra-
tion and the possible obstacles
in the way of the reforms.

He stressed the need for firm
and clear political commit-
ment, downsizing of the gov-
ernment and ensuring account-
ability and transparency in
enforcing the reforms,

He also suggested that the re-
cruitment and selection of offi-
cials should be based on merit
rather than guota system and
meutinn on the basis of per-
ormance. Rahman called for
involving the trade bodies,
NGOs, professional associa-
tions. interest groups and polit-
ical parties in the reform pro-
cess. He also pleaded for more
privatisation of utility services,
de-politicisation of the admin-
istration and easing of burden
on the Prime Minister's Office.

PARC chairman ATM
Shamsul Huq said a culture of
good governance should be de-
veloped in the country. He
blamed the past military
rqizimes for destroying the de-
velopment and growth of civil
administration in the country.

ICC roundtable in city told

PARC should go for small
but urgent reforms first

Hugq said the PARC will ar-
e discussion, seminar and
dialogues of this kind to seek
opinion and suggestions of the
cross section ol people to for-
mulate recommendations for
the administrative reforms.

He said the government is se-
rious about going ahead with
the reforms in the administra-
tion and sought cooperation in
smooth functioning of the
Commission.

Kamal Hossain said there is
no reason why the ruling
and opposition can not reach a
COnsensus on s up of the
administrative reforms. He
asked the PARC chairman to
find out ple in all political
parties who want reforms.

Referring to the combined
opposition to building a private
terminal at Chmag% Port,
Morshed Khan said, ile we
lack unanimity on major na-
tional issues, we are united in
actions detrimental to national
interest.”

SM Akram. MP, said the lo-
cal government should be given
more r to initiate reforms
in administration. He said
since eight out of the 15 mem-
bers of the  PARC are bureau-
crats and the time frame for the
Commission to bring about re-
forms is not long, the Commis-
sion is unlikely to make head-
way in reforming the adminis-
tration.

He also criticised the inter-
service rivalry for disrupting
the smooth functioning of the
civil administration.
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Maj Gen Moin's appeal

Disposal of petition
challenging
supersession Nov 15

By Staff Correspondent

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court has fixed
November 15 for disposal of the
petition for leave to appeal by
Maj Gen Moinul ossain
Chowdhury. now Bangladesh
High Commissioner to Aus-
tralia. challenging supersession
by two of his juniors — Maj Gen
A S M Nasim and Maj Gen
Mahbubur Rahman — in the ap-
pointment of Chief of Staff of
the Army.

The petition was moved be-
fore the Appellate Division on
August 12 after a writ petition
was rejected by the High Court
earlier. a press release said yes-
terday.

It was submitted in the peti-
tion that Maj Gen Moinul Hos-
sain Chowdhury had joined the
Pakistan Army in 1962 and
participated in the Indo-Pak
war in 1965. He was given the
Eﬂllanlr}f award of Bir Bikram

y the Government of
Bangladesh lor his role in the
War of Liberation. He was pro-
moted to the rank of Major
General in 1980 and thereaiter
he was appointed ambassador
on deputation.

Méj Gen A S M Nasim and
Maj Gen Mahbubur Rahman,
both junior to Maj Gen Moinul
Hossain. were made Chief-of-
Staff on August 27, 1996 and
June 3, 1997 respectively with-
out proper consideration of the
case of Maj Gen Moinul Hossain

Floods may drag

From Page 1

tide last week, he sald.

The water held back onshore
for more than a month is rais-
ing a number of questions,
Sajedur Rahman saj:':zll.

It could be a rise in the water
level of the Bay of Bengal, at
least a metre higher than the
normal astronomical tide. that
iIs holding back the water re-
ﬂortedly ue to Tsunami effect,

e said

The Tsunami, a heaving ef-
fect. follows tremors in the sea
bed, that release huge amount of
energy, producing mountainous
sea wave (ri ng sea ;

It affects wide areas along
the coast, he said citing reports
that there had been a quake in
the sea bed off the Nicobar is-
land in the Bay of Bengal last
week.

"We need Lo study it," Sajedur
Rahman said "The quake may
have created the blockage in the
drainage of flood water.

But the rains and rush of wa-
ter from the upstream are also
contributing to the worsening
of the situation. he said. The
slow rush of water downstream
is posing the question that
something may have gone
wrong, Rahman added.

100 hurt

From Page 1

tivist was killed in bomb ex-
plosion early last month as a

uel to a clash between ac-
tivists of two rival unions. So
far, about 50 cases have been

Chowdhury. it was argued on
behall the petitioner.

It was further argued that the
promotions to the superior
posts of the Army, not being
connected with the rules of the
discipline of the Armed Forces,
is justiceable under the writ ju-
risdiction under Article 29 and
other articles of the Constitu-
tion. The matter also involves
the guestion whether approach-
ing the Supreme Court under
writ jurisdiction involves any
breach of dlsci?line. the peti-
tion submitted the press release
said.

Dr Kamal Hossain and H R
Sharif appeared on behalf of
the petitioner. '

CU tenSe

From Page 1

youths damaged three univer-
sity buses on the campus, fired
several gunshots and attacked a
university shuttle train at
Fatehabad station.

The angry youths badl
damaged the windo es o
the buses and train and later hi-
jacked a microbus of some visi-
tors and took it to the Central
Shaheed Minar and opened fire
from the vehicle, the sources
said.

However, no casualty has so
far been reported. Additional

police [orces were deployed on
the campus.

Meanwhile, activists of the
Islami Chhatra Shibir ghera-
oed the residence of the pro-vice
chancellor of the university on
the campus in protest against
the incident. .

Following the incident, po-
lice in a drive this evening re-
covered a e number of hand
bombs, mobile phones and
chargers from a number of cot-
tages of the Chhatra Shibir ac-

| tivists, the sources added,

Rubel’s brothers

From Page |

earlier refused to talk to the CID
investigators alleging 'biasness'
of the agency to s the prin-
cipal accused in the case m
Hossain, a DB assistant com-
missioner.

Akram is still under treat-
ment at the prison cell of PG
Hospital. He was sent there Au-
gust 10, one day ahead of the ex-
piry of his remand for interro-
gation by the CID.

Meanwhile, the CID investi-
gators yesterday interrogated
seven people detained along
with Rubel at the DB office on
July 23. CID went to the Dhaka
Central Jail to question the
seven, according to police
SOUTrces:

Besides, the one-man judi-
cial Inquiry commission yes-
terday recorded statements of
three DB personnel.

Inspector General of Police
Ismail Hossain also appeared
before the commission yester-
day to give his o .
ing Section 54, the system of
remand and matters relating to
police custody.

Rupganj dam )
From Page 1

under tremendous pressure
from 10 to 11 feet high water, he
said, adding the WDB had been
working for the dam since mid-
July last.

An army team was backin
up the WDB officials in a round-
the-clock vigilance at the trou-
ble spots, he told The Daily Star
last night.

The DC of Narayanganj, Ab-
dur Rahman, however, said the
situation was under control as
the cracks were repaired with
sand bags.

The Agrani project has two
components — the Narsingdi-
Narayanganj Demonstration
Project (NNDP) and Narsingdi-
Narayanganj Irrigation Project
(NNIP). The cracks were de-
tected at the NNDP area. the DC
said.

“To repair each of the cracks.
insurmountable difficulty is be-
ing faced”, the DC said.

He further said that there
were some 500 industries in-
cluding those of textiles. spin-
ning. garments, jamdani and
weavers.

QOutsiders

From Page 1

UNB adds: Police arrested an
outsider from Suryasen Hall of
Dhaka University yesterday
following a dispute between the
activists of Bangladesh Chha-
tra League and outsiders at the
hall.

Hall sources said a group of -

outsiders had beaten Parvez,
also an outsider, and handed
him over to the on-duty police
there.

Khaleda’s demand

From Page |

ernment machinery be keep on
full alert to face any eventuality
from further deterioration of
flood situation,

About the BNP's allegation
of irregularities in the distribu-
tion of relief materials, the
Press Secretary said: "It is not
correct.”

He said relief goods were be-
ing distributed prch:rly and
there was no report ol any inad-
equacy or corruption.

As ;;Babnutﬂanipthu de-
mari m Zia lor openin
gruel kitchignu to feed the floo
victims, he said: "At this stage, |
don’t think this will be neces-

sary.”

l-KII::. however, added that the
government will do "whatever
is required for the interest of
the distressed humanity.”

In this context, he quoted
Prime Minister Hasina that
none should do politics capital-
ising on flood.

Floods

From Page 1
rise.

"So far 77,002 people have
been attacked by diarrhoeal
diseases since July 15 and 45 of
them died." said an official at
the control room of the Health
Directorate.

The official further In-
formed that 2,436 people were
affected by diarrhoea in last 24
hours till 12 yesterday noon
and two of them died raising the
death toll to 45.

Meanwhile, another official
?I: tthe Healtl; tl_:l’lre-ct:amte sald

at cases ol fever, tery
and worms were also mg re-
ported from across the country.

According to the physicians
the fever is caused Ey an "al-
lergy” that develops after the

victims, specially children, re-

| main in water for a long time.
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Fahmida has to have her food cooked in a neighbour's

ol Sl
o

kitchen as her house in a flood-hit area in the city has

been submerged by flood waters.

—Star photo

One policeman
killed, 50 others
hurt 1in road
accident

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Aug 17: One po-
lice constable was killed and 50
constables Wwere injured in a
road accident today at Gopal-
hati under Pathia thana on the
Rajshahi-Dhaka hiﬁhwa :

The dead was identified as
Abul Hossain. Seven of the in-
jured ns were rushed to the
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-

ital in critical condition while

2 others were admitted to the
Natore Sadar Hospital. Others
were treated at the Puthia
Thana Health Complex.

The police personnel came
from Dlna{pur to perform du-
ties at Bagha of Rajshahi where
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was scheduled to visit today.
But the PM's visit was cancelled
due to inclement whether. The
accident occurred when they
were returmung to Dinajpur to-
day.

According to police, the ac-
cident occurred when the driver
of the police van lost control of
the vehicle and it fell into a
roadside ditch.

DIG. Rajshahi . and SP
of Rajshahi visited the place of
accident and the injured po-
licemen in the hospitals.

Flood damages

From Page 1

ol reliel materials among the
vulnerable groups. |

The cabinet also decided to
prepare a coordinated plan for
development of the country's
north-western zone, utilising
Jamuna bridge that has con-
nected the western part of the
country with its eastern part.

In this regard, the Prime
Minister asked all the minis-
ters to come up with their re-
spective plans with special at-
tention to development of agri-
culture. Once a coordinated
plan is adopted. it would be
submitted to the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) for
consideration. the meeting re-
solved.

The Cabijnet also approved
an amendment to certain pro-
visions of a law to accommo-
date a recent IMF decision in-
creasing the country's borrow-
ing quota from the Fund.

5 court employees
suspended for
preparing false

evidences

CHITTAGONG, Aug 17: Five
employees of the District and
Sessions Judge Court were sus-
pended today on charge of
preparing false evidences lead-

ing to the release of t ac-
cused on ball, :
The suspended employees

are Bench Assistant Nur Mo-
hammad, Sessions Assistant
Mohammad Shahjahan and
ons Mohammad Khan,
onir Ahmed and Mohammad
Nurul Alam.

District and Sessions J
Mohammad Zahurul Islam
gave the suspension order after
the allegation brought against
them was p y proved.

He also filed a tal
case against the em and
asked the Bar Council to cancel
the licences of the lawyers of
the eight accused granted bails
on the basis of the forged evi-
dences.

The r:‘ifht accused are —'
Toslimuddin, Nasiruddin, Fazl
Haq. Ayesha Bibi, Kaoser Bibi,
Mohammad Aminur Rahman,
Mohammad Iftekhar and Mo-
hammad Shah Alam. '

Baburabad

From Page 1

landless families have been liv-
ing for many years on yearly

lease-outs.
The farmland, they said, was

fraudulently declared as

Jalmahal three months back

and the vested quarter played a
major part in it.

J!'I'n: members of the delega-
tion submitted a memorandum
to the President praying for
neces help, compensation
and medicare for the affected
and injured landless people on
humanitarian ground.

Eviction should be stopped
and the land should be leased
out to them on a regular basis,
they told the President.

e President said that he
would look into it.

Among others, local MP
Shahadat Hossain, former
minister Tariqul Islam, former
MP Dr Gazi Abdul Haq and
Satkhira Municipality Chair-
man Abdul Jalil were present
on the occasion.

Meghnaghat plantﬂ

From Page 1
also sald that AES would pro-:
vide machinery made by Euro-
pean multinational ABB or
equivalent. It also specified a
certain model of ABB equip-
ment for the cprnposed ‘Eéa.nt.

PDB said. since S had
mentioned a model, the US
cumgan}r must provide ABB
machinery. AES argued that
PDB could not dictate such
terms since its original pro-

sal had kept some flexibility
or changing machine configu-
rations.

After lnnPgD negotiation
battles, B sought
intervention of the Energy
Ministry early this year.

Afterwards, these issues
went up to the Cabinet Purchase

Com
its green signal in favour of
AES but put two conditions that
AES must agree to a 10 month
initial operation period (IOP)
during which would pro-
vide electricity free of cost and
that it must provide machinery
built by European multina-
tional company ABB.

AES instantly over
the IOP and zero tariff issues

] but it reiterated its earlier

ttee. The committee gave

position about machinery.

At this point, in June last,
the Purchase Committee
withdrew the condition of
providing ABB machinery and
asked PDB to complete the
negotiation.

Accordingly, PDB Invited
AES in the first week of July
and asked it to clarify certain
technical details.

"After three meetings
between PDB and AES, it now
appears that the major
diffterences have been t :
care of,” sald a source.

The final t between
AES and PDB will take place
only after successful final nego-
tiations, the source said.

As per the schedule for the
project, AES must complete fi-
nancial ements within
six months of signing the
agreement. It will be 20
months time to set up the
turbines for the plant. At
]:vn:m:nt pace, the project is

ikely to be oomglc(ed in 2001,
one year behind the original
sc

ule.
The Meghnaghat ect is
Barunlly financed Asian
Pﬁ;:lnpment Bank and the

R ;

All the waters of the Pacific
Ocean will not be able to wash
the sins. but the tidal wave com-
ing from the Bay of Bengal in
the form of rule of law will

bri ou (killers) to book, re-

This was stated by Special
Public Prosecutor Serajul Huq
in his argument in the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case on the sec-
ond day yesterday referring to
the kil lnF of Bangabandhu's
10- -old son Sheikh Russel
dur{:grthe August 15, 1971 car-

%t prosecution began its
argument orf Wednesday at the
court of Dhaka District and
;u]&uinnu Judge Kazi Golam Ra-

"Why have you killed Rus-
sel? Was it really necessary to
kill that minor?” Huq asked
those accused of killing Banga-
bandhu and his family mem-
bers. '

Quoting a statement of Jus-
tice Kayani of Pakistan that
"our soldiers are so cour us
that they have invaded their
own country.” he said here also
"our brave soldiers could not
E:lr_l.:lnn a minor boy like Rus-

The special PP termed the
August 15 killing "the direst
cruelty” and said: "Let the pas-

of remorse stop. so that |
can utter the truth.”

Wondering why Banga-
Eiﬂlllildhu went upstairs before his
his bngimum for a while, a weep-
ing Hummself guessed the an-
swer: "Probably to say his last
prayer” knowing the fate he was
going to face soon.

bandhu came out after
a short while from his room
and faced the killers, he said
quoting the statement of PW-1
Mubhitul Islam,

The cross-examination by
the defence lawyers, the SPP ar-
gued, has proved that there was

and closed the door of .

| _ an gabandhu Murder
Possibly Huda was entrusted with
the job & sent by Farooq: SPP

no counter-fire from the
Bangabandhu's house.

About a reported (by PW-1)
conversation between Major
Bazlul Huda and Major Farooq
in front of Bangabandhu's resi-
dence on August 15 morning,
when Major Huda told Farooq
"all are finished," Huq said pos-
sibly "Huda was entrusted with
the job and sent by Farooq."

On a suggestion the de-
fence lawyers du;i\gg € CTross-
examination of -1, the SPP

said where from the witness
would show papers that he took
admission in hospital. "If I
can't show my marriage docu-
ment, does it prove I am not
married?" he argued.

About another suggestion
that the same Awami League
government had continued af-
ter the killing of Bangabandhu,
the SPP said: "Taheruddin
Thakur does not mean the
whole Awami League."”

“It was a figment of imagi-
nation that the whole Awami

League was behind the killing of
Mujib," he said. "Mir Zafar
didn't fight with his 25,000
troops against 1,200 soldiers,
but that doesn't mean the whole

Bengali nation was responsi-
ble."

Referring to another sugges-
tion that former US Secret
of State Henry Kissinger woul
have been made an accused in
the case, Huq said "if the de-
fence have any evidence, thc;,'
can uce the same in court.

e added: "Probably the de-
fence has knowledge about his
(Kissinger's) involvement in the
killing of Bangabandhu.”

Justifying the truthfulness
of the content of the FIR filed
after 21 years of the esome
murder, Huq said PW-1 Muhitul
Islam, who lodged the FIR, did
not narrate any story, he stated
what he had witnessed.

He added that the PW-1 had

Case

stated that he heard the voice of
Bangabandhu and after a while
the sound of firing and there-
after silence. "Probably that
was the eternal silence of
Bangabandhu."”

Referring to another defence
suggestion why Sheikh Hasina
had not filed any FIR, the SPP
said if Hasina would have gone
to lodge the FIR, she could ﬁgw
“shed four drops of tears” but
that would not be an FIR.

On another suggestion that
Hasina had initiated the case

after assuming , the sep-
tuagenarian lawyer asked: "Is it
a crime for a daughter to seek
justice for the of her fa-

ther?"

To another defence sugges-.
tion, he said: "Awami League
stands for justice and has
leadership to the country. Mu-
ib gave the leadership and
eaderships spark
heaven.”

Referring to PW-1's state-
ment that after the killing of
Bangabandhu he had heard hue
and cry by female inmates of
the house, which the defence
side claimed was not clear to
them, Huq said: "They willi
prefer not to understand. Will-

ing suspension of belief."

During the argument, the
SPP referred to a statement of
PW-1 that injured Sheikh Naser
wanted water but he was replied
with bullet.

Hugq said: "I don't know what
happened in Karbala, but this
was more cruel. In Karbala, the
soldiers were of Yazid, but here
they were Bengalis. How come
they could become so cruel? I
don't understand."

Advocate Serajul Huq was
assisted by Additional PP Kam-
rul Islam and Adv Mosharraf
Hossain Kajal,

from -

Huq will continue his argu-

ment when the court resumes
today at 10 am.

Push-in

From Page 1

and State Minister for Foreign

Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
and Civil Aviation Minister

Engineer Mosharraf Hossain
attended the meeting.

The meeting was told that
300 so-called Bangladeshis
have recently been sent to Cal-
cutta from Maharashtra for de-
portation to Bangladesh. Of
them 17 have been identified as
‘Bangladeshis’.

e meeting was of the view
that none of them would be ac-
cepted. the source said. adding
"According to our information.
no Bangladeshi is living in In-
dia illegally.” the meeting de-
clared. If the Indians suspec
legal Bangladeshis are living
there, they (India) have to go by
established international pro-
cedure, the meeting said.

Identity of the persons con-
cerned must be established to
the satisfaction of Bangladesh
before any such move is taken.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh has
communicated to India that
Delhi should not take any uni-
lateral decision on the question
of so-called Bangladeshis.

The meeting was briefed on
the preparation on the border
in the event of any attempt of
‘push in' from the other side.

Replying to a question, the
source said the ‘border is 'quiet’.
He said until yesterday, there
was no Incident of push in. "Till
today we have not been offi-
cially informed of the presence
of Bangladeshi living in India
illegally.”

Crab export

From Page 1

farmed crabs and some catches
from the nature, to be fattened
at farms.

From. I,hwl,_u= wild t::llm ;rhabut?lr;
bmght fot s ere
are reared aﬁﬁ" fattened for
some time before attaining the

export size and weight up to 230

grams.

The exporters blamed red
tapism for hindering the per-

ssion.

But officials sald every as-
pect of conservation of the
crabs would be taken into con-
sideration before a decision is
taken. It would not take much

time for the permission,

Wall cdllapse

From Page 1

is under PDB.

PDB officials, however, said
they only conduct the 'electrical
operation of the station.' The
responsibility of ‘'maintenance
of the sub-station' lies with
DESA.

Local peo
spot and ucted rescue oper-
ation before police and fire

arrived, witnesses said.

recovered the bodies of
Nurul . Amena Be and
the girl from under the col-
lapsed wall, witnesses added.

The bodies of Nurul and

Amena were sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy. But the

of the girl was yet to be
sent till the writing of this re-
port last night. An unnatural
death case was filed with Pal-

| labi thana in this regard.

til- |

le rushed to the -

Clinton gives testimony

From Page 1

expected to admit what advisers
called an ‘inappropriate’, and

hysical, relationship with
Ecwln&ky when she was a 21-
year-old unpaid White House
intern.

But they said he would insist
he did not commit perjury when
he denied an affair with Lewin-
sky in the Paula Jones sexual
harassment case last January.
Lewinsky. now 25, told the
grand jury earlier this month of
numerous sexual encounters
with Clinton inside the White
House. sources have said.

Clinton became the first sit-
ting US President to give sworn
Iestimnn[}fl before a grand jury
in which he is accused of

crimmes. His testimony was ex-

pected to take several hours.
Once it was completed his

lawyer David Kendall was ex-

pected to deliver a brief state-
ment (o reporters.

- Then Clinton was Exlpectcd :
to give a nationally televised
staternent tonight to the Ameri-
can people, in an effort to con-
trol the d e from more than
six months of insisting he did
not have sexual relations with
the person he at one moment re-
ferred to as "that woman, Miss
Lewinsky".

"~ McCurry, while insisting he
did not know what Clinton
would say in the testimony,
said nonetheless he believes
that Clinton "needs to talk to
the American people.”

He said Clinton, his wife and
their 18-year-old daughter
Chelsea are now expected to de-

‘part on Tuesday instead of

tonight for a vacation on the
Massachusetts island of
Martha's Vineyard.
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