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HC issues rule on
Education Ministry,
ex-president of NSU

The High Court has issued a
rule on the Ministry of Educa-
tion and former president of
North South University,
Muslehuddin Ahmed, followi
a petition filed by the NSU an
the chairman of its Board of
Governors, re UNB.

The education ministry, al-
legedly without t any rec-
ommendation of the founders,
appointed Ahmed, whose ser-
vice was terminated in last
April, as Vice-Chancellor of
NSU by re-designating his post
of the president with retrospec-
tive etlect,

- The University did not
accept Ahmed as the VC and
challenged the appointment in
a writ petition, said a press re-
lease issued by the petitioner’'s
lawyer yesterday.

he press release said the
education ministry, in order to
put pressure on the university
authorities to accept Ahmed as
the vice-chancellor, directed
the university that Dr Hafiz GA
Siddiqui should not be allowed
to work as vice-president or
pro-vice chancellor of the uni-
versity.

This created deadlock in the
running of the university af-
fecting its academic atmo-
sphere.

The order issued by the min-
istry was illegal and ultra-vires
of the Private Universities Act,
added the release.

In this situation, the univer-
sity was compelled to file the
writ petition and seek relief
from court,

After htarin% the
etitioners' lawyer Barrister
E.a.ﬂque-ul Huq. the High Court

Division Bench comprising
Justice AM Mahmudur Rahman
and Justice Md Mozammel
Hossain issued the rule relati
ta the impugned orders an
further stayed the operation of
the same.

By an interim order, Dr
Hafiz GA Siddiqui has been
allowed to act as vice-president
or pro-vice chancellor of the
university until hearing of the
rule.

Badrul Ameen
buried

Barrister Badrul Ameen was
laid to rest at Banani graveyard
in the city yesterday alternoon.
reports BSS.

Earlier, his namaz-e-janaza
was held at the Baitul Mukar-
ram Mosque which was at-
tended by a large number of
people, including Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak,
State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury.
former ministers Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Kamal Yusuf and Ab-
dul Matin Chowdhury, lawyers.
officials and others.

Barrister Ameen died of a
heart attack on Saturday.

Khaleda condoles

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed deep shock at the death
of noted lawyer Barrister Bad-
rul Ameen, reports. UNB.

In a message, Begum Zia
conveyed sympathy to the be-
reaved family members and
prayed for eternal peace of the
departed soul.

In another message, Begum
Zia condoled the death of Mo-
hammed Syedur Rahman, fa-
ther of the BNP MP Mujibur

- Rahman Sarwar.

Mannan Bhuiyan
protests attack
on Shaheda's car

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterda
protested the incident in whic
a car of Prof Shaheda Obaid of
Titumir Govt College was dam-
aged allegedly by Chhatra
League workers on Sunday, re-
ports UNB. o .

In a statement, Bhuiyan de-
manded the withdrawal of
transfer order on Prof Shaheda

Obaid, head of English depart- .

ment of the college, for the in-
terest of students of the college.

He alleged that government
had issued the transfer order

thrice in two years. This deci-

sion is aimed at taking a politi-
cal revenge as Prof Shaheda
Obaid is the wife of BNP leader

K M Obaidur Rahman MP,
Bhuiyan said.

In another statement,
Bhuiyan demanded punish-
ment to those involved in the
gangrape incident at Debiganj
in Panchagarh district.

5 prisoners hurt
in Dhaka jail
By Staff Correspondent

At least five under-trial
Erisaners were injured when
rick chips fell on them from a
loosened wooden beam of the

roof of an old building of Dhaka

Central Jail Sunday afternoon.

The injured, aged between 30
and 35 are Motahar, Arshad,
Abdur Rahman,
Helaluddin, jail and hospital
sources said.

A jail official said it was an
accident. One end of the beam
got separated from its frame,
resulting in fall of brick chips
and plaster on the prisoners.

However, the beam did not
fall on the prisoners on the ve-
randah of the one-storey
building. It was hanging from
the frame at its other end. Jail
sources said that some prison-
ers were taking rest on the ve-
randah at that time. -

Three of the injured prison-
ers were treated at Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital and later
shifted to the jail hospital,
where two others were also ad-
mitted. Two of the prisoners
suffered head injuries and the

others were hurt in their legs
and waists.
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submerged by flood waters.

Boat is the only mode of transport in Sirajdikhan thana of Munshigan) district now as most of the areas have been

— Star photo
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State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Glt):aidul Quader yesterday vis-
ited the flood-hit Kamrangir-
char, Islambag New Barrage,
Lalbag and Hazaribag areas in
the city and distributed relief
materials among the affected

ople, reports BSS.
£ he rgl?ef oods included
rice, pulse. salt, biscuit and
money.

While talking to the flood-
affected people, Quader urged
them to face the calamities with
courage and fortitude. He also
urged all concerned to come
forward to make the post-flood
rehabilitation programme a

SUCCESS,
BCI

A team led by Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI) dis-
tributed relief materials among
the flood-affected people at
Bounia Badh and Shah Ali area
in the city on Sunday.

Shari? M Afzal Hossain,
president of BCI distributed the
relief materials in both the
places in Mirpur area. Local MP
and chairman at parliamen-
tary Standing Commiltee on
Post, Telegraph and Telecom-
munication Kamal Ahmed Ma-

Relief distribution
continues in City

jumder and chairman of BCI

relief team Md Rajjab Sharif
assisted in distributing relief.

Medicines worth Taka 40
thousand, oral salines, drink-
ing water. biscuits, rice, saree
and lungi were distributed. said
a press release.

A medical team led by Dr
Farida Begum Naher provided
medical services to the flood
viclims.

Armed forces

Bangladesh armed forces
continued their relief activities
in the city. an ISPR press re-
lease said yesterday.

Five army relief teams and
an army medical team have
been working at five city cen-
tres where the flood victims had
taken shelter.

The army personnel dis-
tributed, 7.500 packets of pre-
pared food, drinking water and
water purifying tablets among
the distressed people at Rajar
Dewri Government Prima
School, Ibrahim School, Ekra-
munnessa High School and
College and Nayatola Shahnury
Model Girls High School
centres yesterday. The alfected
people were also provided with
necessary medical assistance.

Bomb threat: One
arrested near US

embassy remanded

By Staff Correspondent

The man arrested from in
front of the US embassy at
Baridhara in the city. Friday
evening was placed on a one-
day remand on Sunday.

Police said they picked up
Abdul Kader., son of Abdur
Rashid for using abusive lan-
guage near the embassy

remises. He was also found to
drunk.

A resident of South Badda,
Kader. in his early 30s, does not
have any permanent job, police
said. He was wearing a black
trouser and a check shirt when
police picked him up.

However, police said they did
not find any connection be-
tween Kader and the reported
bomb threat on the embassy.
Police lodged a case against him
under Section 22 (Gha) of the
Narcotics Control Act.

Kader was produced before
the CMM's court Sunday after-
noon. Later, he was taken to the
Gulshan thana custody after the
court granted the remand. -

3 killed in
Comuilla road

accidents

COMILLA, Aug 17: Three peo-
ple were killed and 15 others in-

in the district today, reports
UNB.

critically injured when a
Dhaka-bound van from Chit-

tagong hit a stationary truck on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway.
Police said the accident took
place at about 5.30 am at Ja-
gannath Dighirpar.
In another incident, one per-
son was killed and 13 others

sion between a microbus and a
truck on the highway near Ka-

about 12:30 pm.

jured in separate road accidents

Two unidentified passengers
died on the spot and two others

were injured in a head-on-colli-

malapur in Sadar thana at

Chamber leaders
call for opening
British visa

office in Sylhet

Leaders of Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Greater Sylhet yesterday urged
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad to use his office to set
up a British visa office in Syl-
het and B adesh visa office
in Shillang, capital of the In-
dian state of Meghalaya. re-
ports BSS.

Such facilities would have
positive impact on trade and
commerce, the chamber leaders

said.

The 20-member Sylhet
chamber delegation led by M A
Munim, former president of
Sylhet chamber, who called on
the foreign minister at his of-
fice yesterday afternoon. spoke
of the prospects and problems
of the district, a PID handout
said. *

The foreign minister assured
the delegation of taking up the
matter with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and doing the
needful. Syed Rafiqul Haq MP
was also present on the occa-
sion.

Dhaka WB chief
calls on Nasim

World Bank chief in
Bangladesh Pierre Landell-
Mills called on Minister for
Post and Telecommunications
and Works and Housing Mo-
hammad Nasim at his Secre-
tariat office in the city yester-

" day, reports BSS.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak was also present
on the occasion.

During the meeting, both the
ministers discussed with the
World Bank chief the imple-
mentation of the World Bank-
financed groyne projects in
Sirajganj, pur in Sari-
akandi of Bogra on emergency
basis.

. tary

Remain vigilant against
conspiracy to create
instability: Samad Azad

Minister Abdus
Samad d has called upon
the people to remain vigilant

against a certain quarter trying
to create instability through

chaos and confusion, reports
UNB.

"These people are spreading
propaganda and concocted sto-
ries against the government as
they want to dislodge an elected
government through unconsti-
tutional means,” Azad told a
discussion meeting held in the
city on Saturday to mark the
National Mourning Day.

The foreign minister said de-
spite demands from partymen
and others, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina remained firm
to try in the general court the
self-confessed killers and oth-
ers involved in one of history's
most brutal killings. He said
the people now want that legal
procedures be completed expedi-
tiously and the culprits given
exemplary punishment.

The furei%:‘ minister said
August 15 is both a day of sor-
row and shame for the entire
nation. Those who killed
Bangabandhu had changed the
basic character of the Constitu-
tion, eliminated four national
leaders in jail and erected legal
hurdles to prevent trial of those
who were involved in the
killing, he said.

Azad said the present gov-
ernment has pl to an
end to politics of killing and
conspiracy so that healthy poli-
tics lop in the country.

He urged the opposition po-
litical parties to refrain from
uttering or hinting at unconsti-
tutional means o changin# an
elected E:v:rnm:nt. hey
should rather take up issues in
parliament and thoroughly
scrutinise the activities of the
party in power, he said, adding
that "we would very much wel-
come constructive suggestions

Farmers to get
help for timely

Aman harvest

COMILLA, Aug 17: Minister
for Law, Justice and Parliamen-
Affairs Abdul Matin
Khasru has said post-flood re-
habilitation programme would
be taken to ensure timely har-
vest of the next Aman crop, re-
ports BSS.

Presiding over the meeting

Foreign

of Comilla District Disaster

Management Committee here
on Sunday, the minister said
Tk 60 lakh had been sanctioned
in this regard for Comilla dis-
trict.

The meeting toock a decision
that the concerned departments
would use the elevated fields of

schools, colleges and
madrashas and other B
to prepare seed beds for the next
Aman crop.

The meeting was told that
adequate seeds would be pro-
vi to enable the farmers get
supply of Aman seedlings

timely.
The mee also decided to
issue 500 VGD cards for each

affected union of the district
and recommended open market
sale of foodgrains in the flood-
hit areas.

Prof Ali Ashraf, MP, Tajul
Islam, MP, Abdul Hakim, MP,
and Joynul Abedin, MP were
among others, present on the
occasion.

from the opposition.”

He said if we could hold five
or six general elections in a row
under the present system of

caretaker government, a good
culture would develop in the
country for the good of all.

Azad called for national
consensus to free the society
from corruption. terrorism and
environmental pollution.

"Let us all agree on these is-
sues for the good of the people
and the nation,” he said and
added: "Let us all work together
to turn our sorrows into
strength to materialise the un-
finished task of the great

leader.”
under the auspices

of Bangladesh Diabetic Society
at its premises, the meeting was
also addressed by Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhu Maya,
State Minister for RD and
Cooperatives, Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin. General Secretary,
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion, Mukul Bose, Relief and
Social Welfare Secretary of
Awami League, Dr AK Azad
Khan, General Secretary of
BDS, Prof M Mirza, Chief Con-
sultant of Surgery of BIRDEM,
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
President of BFUJ, and AK
Enamul Haq Shamim, Presi-
dent of Chhatra League.

Dr Delwar Rana, vice presi-
dent of BMA, chaired the meet-
ing.

Annual confce of

Bangladeshis in
NY begins Sept 3

Organisers expect as many
as 10,000 people to attend the
three-day annual conference in
New York next month of

Ban%ladcshls living in the US
and .

"This'll be the largest meet-
ing of Bangladeshis anywhere
outside Bangladesh,” Akhtar
Hossain, convenor of the con-
ference and President of
Bangladesh association of New
York, told UNB.

The conference, scheduled to
be held from September 3-5 at
New York's prestigious Madison
Square Garden, will include
panel discussions, workshops
and cultural presentations.

Saudi envoy
calls on
Nurul Islam

Saudi Ambassador to
Bangladesh Abdullah Omar
B called on State Minister
for Religious Affairs Moulana
Mohammad Nurul Islam at his
secretariat office yesterday, re-
ports UND.

During the meeting, they
discussed matters of bilateral
interest, particularly the ar-
rg&gcmcnt of Hajj for the year
1 ;

Discussion regarding send-
ing Hajj pilgrims under the gov-
ernment management and pri-
vate management also came up.

It was informed that Saudi
e sending
ah under

authorities discour
Hajj pilgrims to M
private management.

Talking to him, the State
Minister said he would sort out

the matter with his Saudi
counterpart during his next
visit to Saudi Arabia.
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ddique Hossain, Director of BUET Computer
Centre, handing over certificates among the participants
of a twe month 'Computer Application Course', organised
by the Computer Centre, on Sunday at the university

‘Mourni

HERE an

Textbook Board

National Curriculum and
Textbook Board organised a
discussion meeting at its
premises in the city on Sunday
.on life and ideology of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in ob-
servahce of the National
Day, reports BSS.

Presided over by chairman
of the board Professor Shawkat
Ali, the discussion was ad-
dressed, among others, by Pro-
fessor Tabarek Ali, Prof
Faridun Nessa, Nurul Haque
Khan, Muhammad Hussain,
Ismail Hussain and Professor
Firoza Khandaker.

h 15““&%% muucumm'
eld and s was
offered seeking peace for the de-

| parted soul of bandhu.

Discussion meet
on Hajj

A discussion meeting on
Hajf was held on Saturday un-
der the auspices of Haramine
Travels on its office premises in
the city. Eminent religious
leaders Shaikh-ul-Hadith Mou-
lana Azizul Huq and Moulana
Mohiuddin, Editor of monthly
'‘Medina,’ and Md. Nurul Absar,
Executive Director of the
cnmtgany based in KSA, spoke
on the occasion. says a press
release. _

The speakers dwelt on vari-
ous u(pecta_nf Hajj and prob-
lems facing by the pilgrims
from B adesh. Nurul Absar.
offered volun service to the
B adeshi pilgrims during

the Haj).

New workers' union
_to replace Byman's

existing ones

A decision was taken yester-
day to form a new workers'
union of Bangladesh Biman
abolishing the existing three
unions, said an official hand-
out, reports BSS.

The new union will
named as "Ban
Sramik-Karmac
Parishad.”

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the leaders of three
unions with Civil Aviation and

be
adesh Biman
ari

' Tourism Minister Engineer
. Mosharral Hossain

in the
chair.

A six-member committee
will conduct the activities of the
newly formed union until its
executive council election is

held by October 30.

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Secretary M Omar Hadi, presi-
dent and general secretary of
Bangladesh Biman Employees
Union M A Kashem and Be-
lal Hossain, president and gen-
eral secretary of Bangladesh
Biman Sramik Union Aminul
Huq Sarker and M Solaiman
and president and general sec-
retary of Biman Sramik League
M Golam Mustafa and Khon-
daker Shamsul Alarm were pre-

« | sent in the meeting.

Former AL
MP dies

Dr Nurul Islam, a former
Awami League, MP, died of kid-
ney failure at the Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical Univer-
sity in the city yesterday momm-
ing. He was 80, reports BSS.

He left behind three sons,
four daughters and a host of
relatives and friends to mourn
his death.

The namaz-e-janaza of Dr
Nurul Islam will held at 10
am today at Umiruddin High
School field under Milandaha
thana of Jamalpur district,
family sources said.

|

He was elected parliament
member from Jamalpur-3 con-

stituency in 1973. :
Brinc?re Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday expressed her
deep sorrow and profound grief
at the death of Nurul Islam.

In a condolence message, the

| Prime Minister said that as a
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|

member of the first parliament
of Bangladesh Nurul Islam
worked hard in the reconstruc-
tion of the war-ravaged country.

Recalling his glorious role in
the country's war of liberation,
the Prime Minister said that
the death of Nurul Islam is an
irreparable loss in the country’s
political arena.

JS body for
expansion of
postal facilities
in remote areas

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing committee meet-
ing on Post and Telecommuni-
cations Minist yesterday
stressed the need for improve-
ment of efficiency and standard
of service of Postal Department
to compete with the private or-
ganisations, reports UNB.

The meeting held at the
Sangsad Bhaban with commit-
tee president Kamal Ahmed Ma-
jumder in the chair also dis-
cussed the overall activities,
manpower, budget allocation
and problems ol the general
post offices in Dhaka, Chit-
tagong. Khulna and Rajshahi.

The meeting also empha-
sised the need for expanding the
postal facilities in remote areas
of the country by developing the
post offices and establishing
new ones. |

The meeting was told that
Dhaka GPO transacts about Tk

two crore and gives services to
nearly 20,000 people daily.
Various problems relating to

telecommunications also came
up for discussion in the meet-
ing.

gCnmmittcc members Miza-
nur Rahman Manu. Shahab
Uddin, Segufta Yasmin, Sharif
Khasruzzaman, Advocate Faz-
ley Rabbi, Lutfur Rahman Khan
and Barkatullah Bulu attended
the meeting.

Post and Telecommunica-
tions Secretary SD Khan and
concerned high officials were
also present.

Nahid stands 5th in
Business Studies

P

%1 Nahid Afroze
¢ |1 of Monipur
4 High School
4 secured fifth
| position from
*1 the Business
S in this year's
SSC examinations. She also
top the list of successful fe-
e students of the same grm;g
across the country securing 8
marks, says a press release.
Daughter of Nishat Mo-
hammad, a businessman, and
Afroza Nishat, Nahid wants to
be a teacher in future,

Obtains PhD

Jesmin .Rah-
man has re-
cently received

her PhD in
Economics
from the
American
University in
Washington,
DC, says a
- ress release,
She stood 4th in the SSC

Exam (1985) and 6th in the HSC

Exam (1987) from science P.

under Dhaka Board. ter-
wards, she received her BA in
Economics and Government
from Smith College, Mas-
sachusetts in 1992,

The 'nng daughter of Matiur
Rahman, DGM of Uttara Bank,
and writer Salma Rahman,
Jesmin is joining the Depart-
ment of Economics of American
University . as an Assistant

L Professor this fall.
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Debigan) OC suspended

Police on Sunday arrested
the main accused in the rape
case at a village under Debigan|
thana of Panchagarh, reports
BSS.

Six of the eight rape victims
gave their statements before the
court.

A high official of the home
ministry in the city said the
Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
of Police, Rajshahi e on
Sunday suspended the oificer-
in-charge (OC) of Debigan]|
thana for his negligence of duty.
Pradip Kumar, the OC of Debi-

anj thana, was first closed in

e district police lines and
suspended later.

he DIG  earlier left Ra-
jshahi for Panchagarh Satur-
day morning and investigated
the incident of rape. He iIn-
structed the district police to
arrest the alleged criminals

Rape of eight women:

Main accused held

immediately. Police arrested
Ataur Rahman, chief of the NGO
Mohila Kalyan Seba Prokolpa,
from the area. Two of his ac-
complices, Anukul and Mon-
wara Begum, remained un-
traced.

Police brought six of the
eight victims to the court and
they gave their statements be-
fore the court.

Police said Ataur Rahman,
with the help of his accom-
ﬂllm. ra eight women while

olding them hostage inside his
office room in the name of
training at Luxirhat under De-
biganj thana on the night on
t 1.
ome Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam on Saturday instructed the
DIG, to investigate the matter
and take punitive measures
against those responsible for
the incident.

US, Israel pressing
Arafat for talks

GAZA CITY: Aug 17: US Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Al-
bright telephoned PLO chief
Yasser Arafat today amid re-
ports of Israeli and US eflorts to
arrange a top level meeting with
the Palestinian leader. reports
AFP.

"Albright called President
Arafat to discuss the latest de-
velopments in the peace pro-
cess,” sald Nabil Abu Rudeina, a
close advisor to the Palestinian
Authority president.

He refused to give further
details of the conversation. the
latest in a series of telephone
contacts between the two about
Israeli-Palestinian peace nego-
tiations which have been sta-
lied for more than 17 months.

The Israeli newspaper
Maariv reported today that Is-
raeli and US officials were
pressing Arafat to meet with Is-
raeli Defence Minister Yitzhak
Mordechai in a bid to break the
deadlock.

The newspaper quoted Is-
raeli officials claiming that the
gaps between the two sides con-
cerning the key issue of overdue
Israeli withdrawals from more
of the West Bank were narrower
than reported in the press and
that a deal was possible.

But asked today if any
meetings with the Israelis were
planned, Arafat replied: "Not
yet."

At a meeting with leftist Is-
raeli lawmakers on Sumnday
Arafat insisted the negotiations
were at a dead end and warned
that Palestinians were losing
patience with the stalemate.

Speaking after a meetin
here today with former Frenc
Prime Minister Michel Rocard,
Arafat called on the broader
international community to
join in pressuring [srael.

'The international commu-
nity must act to save the situa-
tion,” he said.

Blast in Tamul city
leaves 16 mjured

COLOMBO, Aug 17: A bomb
concealed on a motorbike ex-
ploded in a Tamil city in east-
ern Sri Lanka today. injuring
16 people and partly damaging
a bank and two shops, police
said, reports AP.

The bomb went off around
midday in front of the pri-
vately-owned Seylan Bank at
Batticaloa, a provincial capital
on the east coast, said a police
officer reached by telephone,

“The explosives were packed
in a motor cycle and it exploded
with a huge bang.” said the offi-
cer, spe:ailng on condition of
anonymity.

Batticaloa, 220 km east of
Colombo. is in a Tamil major-
ity long contested by Tamil
rebels, but it is under govern-
ment control.

No one claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack, but the mili-
tary blamed it on Tamil Tiger
rebels.

On Sunday. a suspected
Tamil militant in the central
town of Kandy swallowed a
cyanide capsule moments be-
fore the security forces burst in
and found a huge cache of high
explosives. A second alleged
carrier was captured alive, po-
lice said.

Police suspect the losives
have been brought from Bat-

ticaloa.

Acting on an intelligence tip.
a joint team from the Eﬂlice and
the army seized 110 kilograms
(235 pounds) of explosives in
the raid on a house in Kandy,
said Nimal Medivaka, the se-
nior superintendent of police.

They arrested the second
person in the house, 90 km east
of Colombo.

"We are intcrrngatini the
other man and hope to know
more about the intended tar-
gets,” Madivaka said. "This is a

major breakthrough and this
also proves that the terrorists
are trying to operate from
Kandy," he said. -

Suicide by consuming
cyanide is a trademark of the
Liberation Tigers of :fiamil Ee-
lam which is fighting for an in-
dependent homeland for mi-
nority Tamils.

Some officials said the
Tigers might be targeting a new
air force base recently built
near Kandy.

Pakistan faces
economic hardship
for its nuclear

tests: Sharf

ISLAMABAD, Aug 17: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif said to-
day Pakistan faces tremendous
international pressure and
economic hardships for its nu-
clear tests, but the crisis would
ease soon because his people
were willing to the price of
the country's defence, reports
AP.

"We conducted nuclear tests
because we have faith in Allah,”
Sharif told around 10,000 of his
supporters who gathered to ob-
serve the death annivers of
former military dictator Gen-
eral Zia ul Haq in the federal
capital.

The prime minister said
world powers tried to prevent
Pakistan from conducting nu-
clear tests with threats and
promises. But the government
did not budge, he ;

Pakistan faces economic
sanctions from major world

owers includi the United
gtatcs and Japan for its nuclear
tests in response to those of
arch-enemy India in May.
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