Air Conditioners

Jalalabad Gas yet
to realise Tk 57 cr

from subscribers

SYLHET, Aug 17: Jalalabad
Gas Transmission and Distri-
bution System is yet to realise
Tk 57 crore from its subscribers
since its commissionin: -~
ing the eomnary COomn-
cei i, reports UNB.

The company started supply-
ing gas in 1978 and has since
them been earning 12 crore per
month by distributing 70 mm-
cfd squlgt feet gas to different
mills, tea gardens. industries
and 53,000 commercial and res-
idential subscribers.

As per the official estinate it
earns Tk 144 crore per year.

The curgﬂa.ng's outstanding
amount of Tk 28.56 crore is ly-
ing with the Fenchuganj Fer-
tiliser Factory, Tk 13.38 crore
with Kumargaon and Sha-
jibazar Electricity generation
stations, Tk 5.23 crore with
Chhatak Pulp and Paper Mills,
Tk 4.16 crore with Chhatak
Cement Factory, Tk 1.18 crore
with 98 tea gardens, Tk 70 lakh
with 350 commercial and Tk
3.28 crore with residential sub-
scribers.

-Meanwhile, gas supp.- to
Chhatak pulp and pa mills
has remained suspended since
April last as it ceased the pro-
duction.

Cases against different in-
dustries at Chhatak for realis-
ing the outstanding money are
yet to be settled.

DCCI course on

effective selling
skill ends

Star Business Report

Md Habibullah, Director of
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DCCI), un-
derscored the need for training
to run business professionally.
Habibu!' -Ii was speaking at as
certificates distributing cere-
mony among the participants
of a 5-day training course on
"Effective Selling Skill" organ-
ised by the Human Resources
Development Programme
(HRDP) of DCCI. says a press re-
lease issued yesterday.

“The selling skill is a pre-
condition for anh enterprise to
survive in the present free mar-
ket economy," he said.

In all. 30 participants from
different. prganisations at-
tended the course.

The course incorporated top-
ics like: An introduction of
salesmanship, Video role play,
Competitive analysis and com-
petitive advantage, sales call
preparation and sales call
opening, How to make and ef-
fective customer relation, Need
discovery and need satisfac-
tion, and Sales closing and
customer follow up.

Convenor of Human Re-
sources and Training Standing
Committee of DCCI Mamunur
Rahman and BAS Project Man-
ager Md Emdadul Haque also
spoke on the occasion. Deputy
Secretary (Training) Hasanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Sha-
hazada Basunia were also pre-
sent.

The training course was corn-
ducted by the faculty members
and practitioners from
renowned institutes and multi-
national organisations.

. Hasanur Rahmag Chowd-
ury, Deput ecretary
(Training) uf%cgl. acted as the
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Saga of state-owned textile mills

Che Daily Star

USINESS

Corruption, mismanagement, wrong

' Hundreds of looms, spindles
and knitting machines at 11
public sector textile mills are
getting da ed because of non-
use for months together.

The machines have not been
put to use or maintained since
December last as the govern-
ment is indecisive whether to
sell them to private en-
trepreneurs or hand over to the
workers.

The mills were closed down
eight months ago after stagger-
ing losses to the tune of Tk
259.77 crore.

It appears that only the
workers have been the main
victims of closure.

In Tongi alone, where six
mills are located, some 8,000
workers have 'lost jobs. But
managers and CBA leaders are
still there.

The correspondent spoke to
a number of former CBA lead-
ers, general workers and offi-
cials of the mills, who all
blamed corruption as one of the
main causes of losses.

The six Tongi entﬂriiﬂses
are: Meghna Textile Mills,
Olympia Textile Mills. Monno
Textile Mills, Fine Cotton Mills
and Sat Rong Textile Mills and
Zeenat Textiles Mills.

The workers of these six
mills were offered voluntary
retirement option and all of
them accepted. However, noth-
ing has been done about the ma-
chines.

There are 426 looms at
Me%hna. 272 at Olympia and
372 looms at Zeenat textile
mills. The number of spindles
at these six mills is around one
lakh.

Former operators said most
of those machines would be
worthless if the mills were not

opened immediately. “The ma-
chines are very old and will be
rusty for not being used for
long,” said a former machine
operator of Zeenat textile.

A manager of a mill said
that the doors of the factories
had been sealed off and were
never opened even for cleaning
and maintenance purpose.

“*Once we tried to open the
factory door for cleaning the
machines but the CBA leaders
resisted us,” the manager said.
He along with some guards and
staff is still there for mainte-
nance purposes. .

Government policies

Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC] sources
said most of the mills were es-

By Rafiq Hasan

nancial activities, including
procurement of raw materials
and marketing of finished
ghunds. had been controlled b
the Banglad s> Textile Mills
Corporation [i+...C). "Officials
sitting at ti: . BTMC headquar-
ters are responsible for the
losses in the public sector
mills,” said one manager.

The mill officials alleged
that corruption occurred at ev-
ery stage including purchase of
raw materials, sale of finished
goods and procurement of spare
parts.

CBA leaders

Trade unions only added to
the corruption at s
“Unhealthy trade union ac-

own stories to tell as well.

“If any corruption occurred
that was done by the manage-
ment because they were respon-
sible for every financial trans-
action,” said Nurul Islam, gen-
eral secretary of the now-dis-
suh;ed CBA of Meghna Textile
Mills.

"We were never involved in
any financial dealing. So why
should we be blamed for mis-
management and corruption?”
Islam asked.

“The former CBA leader ac-
knowledged that the workers
were always used by the rullniﬁ
parties for their own politic
purposes. “We were forced to
join the government-backed

An on-the-spot investigation into Tongi factories

tablished before the indepen-
dence and were making profit
till early 90s. But due to sudden
withdrawal of all restrictions
on import of yarn and fabric,
and lack of eiforts for proper
rnarkeunF these mills started
suffering losses. they said.

They said prices of BTMC
yarn and fabric were increased
13 times since 1990 without
taking into account the market
price, which led to a huge
stockpile. Later, the stock was
cleared through auction at a
much lower price adding to the
loss of the corporation, the
sources said.

The CBA leaders blamed the
management for the losses,
while the managers attributed
it to wrong government policies
and unhealthy trade unionism.

Corruption at BTMC
The mill officials said all fi-

tivities in the mills over the
years often hindered normal
production in the factory,” said

a mill manager. requesting
ann_ﬁimtty‘
“The trade union leaders

were so powerful that the man-

agement hardly could take any

ﬁumtivc action against them,”
e said.

“The workers fnined every
major political rally organised
by the ruling party in a large
scale leaving thousand of
spindle machines idle but the
mill had to pay their daily
wages.” the official recalled.

e said that the CBA leaders
had always interfered in the de-
cision-making process.

“If a decision went in their
favour, then we were good. Oth-
erwise, we would be forced to
leave the campus,” he said.

The CBA leaders had their

party as soon as it came to
power. Because that would have
secured our 101:5." he claimed.
Meanwhile, the BTMC men
have their versions too. Th:z’
say an "uneven competition
with the }mval: mills and huge
ELQRI_'; of foreign goods in th
market were the reasons. '

They also admitted that cor-
ruption in purchasing depart-
ment and inefficiency in mar-
keting of the products were also
responsible for incurring the
losses,

While there are plenty of
stories of irregularities, the Bu-
reau of Anti-Corruption (BAC)
is still investigating one major
corruption case involving pur-
chase of Pakistani raw cotton
worth about Tk 30 crore in
1993.

The quality of the imported
cotton was too inferior to be

policies and dirty politics ate them up

used and remained stockpil
for several years. ‘

“That was a serious set back
for the public sector textiles
mills because since then the
government had become reluc-
tant in providing raw materials
and working capital to those
mills,” one senior BTMC offi-
cial said. “As a result most of
the mills remained idle for
months.”

“Consequently, the BTMC
lost its domestic market which
created the scope for the smug-
gled goods or products from the
private mills,” he said.

The former CBA leaders are
now waiting to take over the
mills as the government com-
mitted to hand over nine mills
to the workers and employees.

The CBA leaders of Meghna,
Olympia, and Zeenat textile
mills told the Daily Star that
they had completed all neces-
sary preparations for it. "We
have formed a company and
applied to the Registrar of Joint
Stock (Companies and Firms)
for registration, which has been

sought by the government as a -

requirement,” said Shahidul-
lah, former CBA general secre-
tary of Zeenat Textile Mills.

The Privatisation Board had
been assigned to deal with the
process but later the task went
to the ministry of textiles due to
some “legal complexities”.

The PB had also issued ten-
der for selling out some of those
loss-making enterprises. Now,
a high- powered government
committee heade bg State
minister for textile A K M Ja-
hangir Hssain is working on
how the mills could be handed
over to the workers.
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e ICC business dialogue on "Reforms in Public

Administration in the Context of Economic Globalisation" organised by the International Chamber of Commerce,
Bangladesh at a local hotel yesterday. A T M Shamsul Huq, Chairman, Public Administration Reforms Commission, Lai.:,-
ifur Rahman and A Rob Chowdhury,Vice Presidents,ICC Bangladesh, are seen on his right and Syed Manzur Elahi,

| Revenue earnings

up by 8.5 pc
in Sherpur

SHERPUR, Aug 17: An
amount of Tk 50 lakh was
earnied as revenue in the district
during the last fiscal year, re-
ports UNB.

The earnings, which placed
the district third in Dhaka di-
vision, is 8.5 per cent higher
than that of the previous year,
said a source in the district rev-
enue department.

The amount was received
from different sources includ-
ing land development tax, Jal-
mohal, Balumohal, quarry.
shrimp culture, rural hats and
bazaars during the period.

The target of the revenue
earning during the period was
fixed at Tk 60.97 lakh. The

Aources said the realisation of

land development tax is cent
per cent.

The revenue income from
various government, semi-gov-
ernment and autonomous bod-
ies has marked a slight rise
through it is not satisfactory,
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NCBs 1n dire need of
skilled bankers

In the face of an uneven
competition with the growing
local and fureégn private banks,
Nationalise Commercial
Banks {NCBs) are poised for a
crisis of "efficient manage-
ment” due to the dearth of
skilled officials, reports UNB.

According to the latest re-
port of the Bank Reform Com-
mittee, deficiency of skilled
bankers at all levels of the
NCBs is increasing alarmingly.

The trend of joining the pri-
vate banks has nu d in
recent times because of the low
salary in the nationalised
banks. The difference between
salaries of high executive offi-
cials of nationalised and pri-
vate banks is around ten times.

The report revealed that

falling victims of the circum-
stances, the NCBs are being de-
prived of capable, talented and

experienced bankers.

. Recommending a separate
salary structure to be fixed for
the NCBs taking into considera-
tion that of the private banks,
the committee said that bank-
ing is a grufcssinn with special
responsibility and risk. tis
why, higher salary for bankers
is recognised historically.

The committee said bank of-
ficials and employees used to
get higher salary in the pre-lib-
eration period. After indepen-
dence, the banks were nation-
alised and brought under the
sarme national wage structure.

Referring to the special pay
scale for the state owned com-
mercial organisations in dif-
ferent countries, the committee
said that the NCBs are now in
an uneven competition with the
expanding local and foreign
private banks because of the
salary discrimination.

On the other hand, because
of government restrictions on
employing officers in different
times, the nationalised banks
are facing a severe imbalance in
the number of promotee offi-
cials and directly appointed of-

ficers.

Some 70 per cent of the offi-
cers in the nationalised banks
are promotee officers, the re-
port said.

Suggesting removal of the
present imbalance at the earli-
est possible time, the committee
said if the current imbalance
continues it will be difficult to
maintain "skilled manage-

ment” in the nationalised
banks in near future.

Bankers' team off
to visit S'pore
StanChart

Star Business Report

A team of local bankers,
cum]prising senior and mid-
level executives from various
commercial banks of the coun-
try, left Dhaka on a three-day
visit to the Operations Division
nsf Standard Chartered H]ank.

i re, says a press release
is;illgeaﬁn city yesterday. During
the tour, the team visit the
ISO 9002-awarded Trade ra-
tions and Payment Centre as
well as observe treasury and in-
stitutional banking operations
of the bank. .

The visit has been
sponsored the Institutional
Banking Group (IBG) of Stan-
dard hartered Bank in
Bangladesh.

Mamun Rashid, Head of
Treasury and Institutional
Banking of Standard Chartered
Bank. Bangladesh, said that his
bank was happy to be involved
in the development process of
the banking sector in

Bangladesh.

He further said that such
overseas visits would continue
to bring in the best experiences
from the develo world to en-
rich the local banking industry.

BKB targets Tk 2.3 cr loan

disbursement 1n SW dists

KHULNA, Aug 17: Bangla-
desh Krishi Bank has set a
target to disburse Tk 2.50 crore
agri-loan in 10 south-western
districts during the current
fiscal year, reports UNB.

BKB source said, loan dis-
bursement under its Poverty Al-
leviation Programme, has
started and would continue till
June next year.

Of the total amount, Tk 40
lakh would be disbursed each in
Jhenidah and Magura districts,
Tk 22 lakh in Jessore, Tk 9
lakh in Narail, Tk 25 lakh in
Khulna, Tk 21 lakh in Bager-
hat, Tk 13.50 lakh in Satkhira,
Tk 24 lakh in Kushtia, Tk 23
lakh in Chuadanga and Tk 32
lakh in Meherpur district.

Another report from Magura
adds: BKB disbursed Tk 4.54
crore loan among the farmers
of the district during the last fi-
nancial year.

The loan was disbursed

thanas through its 16 branches
for poultry and dairy farming,
pisciculture, crop cultivation,
purchasing agricultural inputs
and small business.

Meanwhile, the bank has re-
alised Tk 4.50 crore outstand-
ing loan from the borrowers.

Another report says that
Bangladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDB) disbursed Tk
10.64 crore among 13,700 co-
operative members in the last
fiscal year for poultry farming,
pisciculture, small business
and cottage industries.

The board, d the period,
already realised 10 crore
outstanding loan from the
members.

The Social Welfare Depart-
ment also disbursed Tk 1.40
crore interest free loan among
2,000 people in the district
during last fiscal year.

The loan was disbursed to
make them self-reliant, offi-

course coordinator, | Chairman, Apex Tannery Group and former Adviser to the caretaker government,is on his left. ICCB photo | said the sources. | among 2,500 farmers in four cials said. .
Why Refund? A seq withhold m for income t d refund
hy efund” Sequel {0 withholdin g fax SY stem 10r income tax and rerundas
By M Tafazzal Hossain
A write-up by the present cepted by the people as a result vance Income Tax (AIT) at are primarily sold by poorer 1939. ously written off; in the discussion below wl:;ich lllegal and unjustified addi-
scribe under the cadinp"wuhr of increased understanding on  source into final tax settlement  sections of the community for Before we step into the enig- (vif) The return of an item of  ghould reveal the raison d'étre tions obviously, cannot stand
holding tax system for Income the part of tax payers on the one  Wwas a "violation" and 4 "disrup- ~ grave emergencies. Majority of matic world of refunds in income which was legally in-  of income tax refunds. Over the scrutiny of appeal. These
Tax and Rel..;r?rds: Lawand Real. hand, and several educative tion" of normal tax collection these poor people are unlikely Bangladesh we should perhaps,  come of a0 EXEMmL person, ninety per cent of direct tax rev-  orders are therefore, in no time

ities” appeared in this newspa-
per on July 16, 1998. Following
publication of the article a dis-
c*ssion reportedly is on the
rounds as to why there should
occur refund? It has come to our
knowledge that a good number
of readers of the piece raising
their eyebrows, are holding the
view that refund should not be
the concern of the Taxes De-

artment. The Department of

axes is naturally eager to col-
lect taxes. Why should then the
Department involve itself in re-
fund proceedings?

It raises some questions
about refunds in the minds of

ple. There is no tax educa-
tion policy in the country. No
scheme in the revenue sector
has so far been adopted for en-
lightening the citizenry. In con-
sequence, the tax payers con-
tinue to remain ignorant about
responsibilities and liabilities
to the state. The tax adminis-
tration has become more com-
plicated and new problems are
always emerging. Vast majority
of our population is not aware
of the complexity of interna-
tional business system of tax
exemption.

In developed countries it is
different. As for example,
Japan relies on a self assess-
ment system for almost all na-
tional taxes, including individ-
ual income tax and corporation
tax. The transition from an of-
ficlal assessment system to a
self assessment system in the
Japanese tax structure was a
major innovation. Consider-
able difficulty and confusion
was encountered in introducing
ever, has gradually been ac-

measures taken by the authori-
ties on the other. Self assess-
ment system has now been es-
tablished as the core of
Japanese tax administration.

Since the introduction of
self-assessment scheme in
Japan a wide range of legisla-
tive measures were taken to
support the scheme and in order
to foster voluntary compliance.
Public relation measures like
Radio and Television pro-

mmes on tax matters closely
related to daily lives of citizens
are produced and displayed. The
National Tax Administration
(NTA) endeavours through pub-
lic relations, a guidance pro-
gramme and tax consultations
to assist tax payers in under-
standing the details of taxation
and to familiarise tax payers
with tax laws and book-keep
practices. NTA prepares an
distributes posters as well as

amphlets to provide tax in-
ormation of interest to tax
payers. It releases Information
ﬂ;’l éax matters to the ;lc;‘im-
cluding newspapers, sion
and Rgdlu nenwg::k to enhance
public understanding of the
state of tax administration.

If we compare Japanese sys-
tem with ours, then we would
find ourselves essness. So,
it is no fault of ignorant and {l-
literate lace to raise ques-
tions of vital interests like re-
fund of income tax. Even the
literate sections of our commu-
nity give a damn to the state
policy and make sarcastic re-
marks centring revenue poli-
cles.
Former Finance Minister
Mr Saifur Rahman has recen
commented that turning Ad-

practices, “This (AIT) is a
penalty, on the people” accord-
ing to Mr Rahman. And in his
view, the Government could not
take away peoples' income be-
fore knowing it was taxable.
“This is ridiculous. It is a con-
fiscation of people's property".
(The Daily Star, Dhaka Friday,
June 26, fBBB].

Yes we a%c: entirely with
Mr Rahman. But we would like
to point out that this 'process’
was initiated while he was in
charge. Certainly this 'process’
Js illegal and unjustified. It is
confiscation of peoples prop-
erty. By the Finance Act. 1992
the then Government did away
with the Transfer of Property
Certificates (TPC) by amending
section 53H of Income Tax Or-
dinance, 1984 and effectin
necessary changes in Rule 17
of Income Tax Rules. Instead,
provision was made to deduct 6
per cent (now revised to 7 per
cent) income tax at source from
sale value of properties.

There were perhaps, some
difficulties with the transfer of
pro certificates. Instead of
removing the difficulties and
the obstacles, the then Govern-
ment by a stroke of . threw
away the baby with the basket.
Like the present measure, the
steps taken in 1992 caused the
"disruption” of normal tax col-
lection practices and commit-
ted the "violation”. For the first
time in the history of income
tax, 1992 measure introduced
the procedure of taking away

es' income "before w-
 Whether it was taxable or

It* is well-known to all that
in our country land properties

no

to have taxable income.
Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries (FBCCI) President
while attending a Post-Budget
discussion told the Finance
Minister, "we are not ready to
part with taka three as bribe
while paying tax of Taka Ten".
We would very humbly like to
know from Mr President who
are tax-defaulters and loan-de-
faulters in this country? Why
they need to pay bribe? Cer-
tainly to make white their ill-
tten black money. | am sure
r president of FBCCI know it
well why extra-judicial provi-
sion in the form of Section
19AA (Blanket provision for
making black money 'white’)
has been inserted in the Income
Tax Ordinance this year. Such

wrong-signaling by very impor-
tant persons does g to none
but causes immense e to

fragile trust existing between
the tax payer and the tax collec-
tor.

But before that we would,
however, make a passing refer-
ence to this history of refunds.
This would give a better per-
spective of our subject of study.

There was no statutory ar-
rangement for refunds under
1886 Act. The first provision
for such refunds was made in
1916 when higher rates were in-
troduced and ations made
steep. In the first instance, the
procedure was regulated by
rules made by the local Gov-
emments. In 1918, the Act itself

ed the machinery for re-

nds. The section was ampli-
fled in 1922 and n succes-
sively in 1928, 1930 and 1933
and was completely recast in

give a small resume of the theo-
retical aspects of the issue, The
scope of section 146 of the In-
come Tax Ordinance, 1984 is
quite simple. All that one has to
see is (i) the amount of tax prop-
erly chargeable on the claimant
with reference to his total in-
come and the relevant provi-
sion of exemption etc. and (ii)
the amount of tax alrea aid
by him or on his behall. But
w{mn the income of one person
is treated as that of another,
refund will be %;.ren only to the
latter person. The provision of
law now provides simply that
when the tax paid exceeds the
amount chargeable, the owner
of the income is entitled to a
refund of the excess. Under the
umbrella of law, any category of
assessee can claim a refund if
the amount of tax paid by him
or on his behalf is in excess of
what is properly chargeable.

There are occasions when
tax is paid in excess. Some typi-
cal cases in which repayment
may be made are cited below:

ﬁ] Omission to claim for cer-
tain admissible expenses e.g.
depreciation not claimed in ac-
counts or net annual value of
business premises owned by the
trader not deducted,;

(ii) Item returned as income
which was clearly of a capital
nature;

(ii1) A trader including ex-
traneous receipts (e.g. betting
receipts) in his t s

(iv) Errors in stock-sheet;

(v)] Purchases having been
understated by reason of the
omission of invoices;

(vi) Duplication of accounts
in lists of s debts or inclu-
sion therein of debts previ-

In our discussion the phrase
‘properly chargeable’ has been
appearing again and again. We
sﬁmﬂd look at it closely and see
what the term really stands for.
This term obviously mean
chargeable with reference to an
assessee's total income as com-
puted in accordance with the
provisions of law.

The main reason why claims
of refund arise is the system of
deduction at source or taxation
at source, when the deduction is
made at the maximum rate or
some other rate higher than the
payee's appropriate rate of
which the payer has no knowl-
edge. In fact, nds are neces-
sitated generally by the system
of "taxation at source” as in the
case of dividends and "deduc-
tion at source” as in the case of
salaries and many other pay-
ments. In both these groups of
cases the average rate of tax if
any, appropriate to "total in-
come" of the recipient of the in-
come is not known at the time
the tax is assessed or deducted.

Proverb says, assets belong-
ing to public funds could be used
anyway one likes. Money de-

ted in Government account
is too difficult to be recovered.
To get back refund is a compli-
cated process. The message of
legal provisions and Govern-
mental instructions on the
subject is loud and clear.
But the Taxes Department is
very miserly in refunding

money properly belonging to
contributors to natlon:fl exche-

quer,
Reasons resulting in income
tax refunds are too y to be

discussed in details. However,
an outline would be portrayed

enue arises in Bangladesh from
deduction of taxes at source. As
a matter of fact. revenue re-
ceipts from income tax is pri-
marily derived from withhold-
ing system of taxes. :

Tax payable under the In-
come Tax Ordinance, 1984 is
deducted or withheld at source
from as many as over twenty
heads of income. Salary, in-
come derived from supply of
goods, execution of contracts or
services rendered are within the
preview of withholding tax sys-
tem. Income earned from ex-
port-import, indenting com-
mission, shipping agenc
commission. or income earne
fron house property are within
the jurisdiction of withholding
tax system. Many other heads
of income suffer deduction of
tax at source.

There has emerged a new
henomenon in recent times.
xecutives in taxation have is-

sued a directive to obtain prior
approval from higher authori-
ties including the National

Board of Revenue if the assess-
ments result in refunds of cer-

tain amounts. In order to avoid

robable refunds above the ceil-
ng set and to escape the ig-
nominy of submitting 111-&_1;-
I:j\amd 'drafts’ before the control-

ng authorities, a large number
of assessing officers in major-
ity of such cases make unusual,
irregular and abnormal addi-
tions with total income.

All these additions have no
legal legs to stand the test of
scrutiny. Every such assess-
ment is invariably agitated be-
fore the appellate authorities,

 knocked down by appeal bodies.

The appeal effects result in fur-
ther acceleration of refunds.

The dimension of tax re-
funds are so wide, if the correct
figure is revealed to the public
then, things could go helter-
skelter for many big bosses.

Anybody and everybody,
who is entitled to tax nds if
confronted, would tell mind-
boggling stories of skull-dug-
gery of the people manning the
taxes administration. But one
has to remembers that one can-
not bluff all the ple all the
time. Steps shall have to be
taken to ?ta]% th; accumuia}ﬂad
fi s of refunds get r-
thg;r:mntuatcd. e ;ti:}.lgatiun
should be faced cour usly
rather than avoiding it timidly.
People of a People's Republic
must not be made to suffer
whims of unreasonable and il-
logical fat bureaucracy and
their political cohorts.

s have to be created as
per the provision of law. Credit
must be accorded to taxes with-
held under the withholding tax
system. Law entitles the as-
sessee to the payment of refund
ordered by a;:sellat: authori-
ties. This should be honoured
without fail. Enough harass-
ment has already been meted
out to the law abiding citizens
on this count. The democratic
Government of the day unlike
their past count , should
see reason beyond their noses
and act in accordance with the
provisions of law.

The writer is a former Mem-
ber (Taxes) of National Board of
Revenue,



