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Grandpa Pele!

BRASILIA, Aug 16 : Pele,
widely acclaimed as the world's

atest soccer player ever and

ailed by some as the athlete of
the century, won a new title on
Friday — Granddad, reports
Reuters.

Pele's first q!l'andchlld a boy,
was born in the Brazilian city
of Santos, news said.

It was not immediately
known if the soccer legend
would be rushing to see the

he mother of the child,
Sandra Regina Arantes Do
Nascimento, won a five-year le-
gal battle in 1996 to prove she
was the hiulo%ical daughter of
Pele, whose full name is Edson
Arantes Do Nascinmntu
Pele, now 57, previously de-
nied he was San s father but
a court ruled that and evidence
showed otherwise.
Earlier this year. Sandra
published a book, "The Daugh-
t:r The King Did Not Want”
counting the story of how ht:r
mother, a maid, haﬂ a love af-
fair with- Pele wl;luf hﬂ:l was a
oung player with local soccer
guhn..g'an

David receives

a

LONDON, Aug 16: England
midfielder David Beckham has
completed a signing of a five-
contract with Manchester
nited a transfer fee of about
five million pounds (8.11 mil-
lion dollars). according to local
reports on Saturday, Says Xin-

hua.
Beckham Joins other home-
gruwn stars like Ryan Giggs,
Butt and Paul Scholes in
signmg long-term contracts to
stay at the Enghsh Premier

league side.

Cnventr}rs hero of the night Darren Huckerby (front) ahlelds the ball from Albert Ferrer of

Chelsea during their Enghah Premiership encounter at Highfield Road, Coventry on

August 15. The home side shocked their fancied opponents 2-1.

— AP/UNB phutu

The secret traumas of Desailly

By Graham Hunter

Perhaps. it is
because he has
already
much that was
valuable in his
—2asd life that  Marcel
Desailly likes winning so
much.

The casual listener who
heard him admit his fervently
held belief that 'the manner in
which you win is unimportant
— victory is everything' would
probably dismiss this some-
times haughty Frenchman as
just another footballer whose
sensibilities extend no further
than the goalline or the finan-
cial bottom line.

In fact, Desailly is an emo-
tional. intellectual survivor
who has already dealt with
enough trauma to keep a Haley
Street psychiatrist in expensive
holidays, nice leather couches
and sports cars for life.

Separated from his father in
Africa aged only four, Desailly
was 1ot reunited until have was
18. by which time_his half-
brother, Seth Odonkur, had al-
ready died in a car accident on
the road between Nantes and St
Nazaire. Seth, who was six
years older than Marcel, was
part of the Nantes squad which
won the French championship

in 1983 but died the following
- year at the age of 22 before he
could fulfil his great potential.

To this day Desailly. still,
oddly, refers to his stepfather as
'Monsieur Desailly’ and cannot

even talk to his mother or his

other brother about Seth's
death in the way that he can cry
and seek solace with former
Marseille teammate Didier De-
schamps, who has shared an
identical loss.

Despite having adopted
France as his native country,
Desalilly is still most comfort-
able in Accra where he was
born. He holidays in Ghana and
feels bitterness for the govern-
ment of that country which
turfed his family, at gunpoint
out of the home his mother
bought with Seth's life insur-
ance money.

Although he is far from be-
ing unaffected by the ravages of
these debilitating experiences it
remains " astonishing that

Chelsea's 30-year-old import is
a rounded, same — never mind

lost so

successful — individual.

What he regrets is that he
and his real father will never be
more than people who know
each other, that he and Seth
never shared the joy of being
professional footballers to-
gether and that his mother still
weeps daily for the home which
was a menmria] to her dead son
— but which was simply stolen
from her.

Just like Emmanuel Petit
and Deschamps, the World Cup
was a time when the wounds
were even more raw than usual
but Desailly explains that his
fear of failure was dulled by the
close spiritual connection he
felt with both Seth and his step-
father. "I fight for Seth and my
father. I c

MARCEL DESAILLY
sailly out of respect because he
adopted me, game me a chance

because he loved my
mother,"” says the Frenchman.

"l didn't dedicate the World
Cup win to Seth because, to me,
he is always present. But you
could have noticed that after
the French anthem was played 1
always looked a bit diatant be-
cause that was when | was
thinking of them and realising
how lucky I am.

"Before that moment | was
always a bit afraid. Afterwards
I always concentrated on using
my talent to deal with the
game's problems, but at that
moment both were with me.” No

1 him Monsieur De-

doubt that permanent feeling of
‘connection’ is what Desalilly's
mother was seeking when she
transferred the unwanted total
of her son's life policy into the

urchase of a memorial family
ﬂumt in Ghana. But the De-
saillys were certainly not to
find peace of mind or happiness
there either.

"After Seth's death. Mum
bought a house with the life ln-
surance money.” Desailly re
calls. "One day the sports mln-
ister requisitioned all the
houses in the area in order to
build a hippodrome.

"Police with guns arrived at
our house — of course I moved
my Mum. The hippodrome pro-
ject was abandoned but friends
of the Minister of Sport still
live in her house. She cries
about it every day. | follow poli-
tics in Ghana closely, things are
getting more stable and it's for
that reason that I'm delighted to
be going to Chelsea so that | can
master English and be more
useful in Ghana.

"I'm talking about helping
people and not about power be-
cause power is s and it
scares me — look at people like
Silvio Berlusconi and Bernard
Tapie.

"I have so much affection for
Africa. The idea of sharing is so
much stronger even {f it doesn't
exclude jealousy. But, there, all
the doors lie open and an old
person is not condemned to live
out their life watching televi-
sion.

"In Ghana there is more life,
more peace — life is hard but
happier and | would love to re-
discover that element of life."

Anyone who watched the in-
tense concentration and mas-
sive drive to win which made
Desailly the best defender in the
World Cup might conclude that
he doesn't t or even desire

_to be around for the next one in

four years' time. This spell at
Chelsea will put the final seal
on financial security for not
only him but his immediate
family including his brother,
sister and mother,

His prevarication before
signing at Stamford Brid l:
centred around the fact that
felt he could play for two, p:r
haps three years at Real Madrid-
and for two or three morg in

Chie

England. But he a con-
tent to play out his career for
his second-choice nation and
division. Both Marcel and his
wife Virginia believe that some
portion of their future should be
devoted to works — proba-
bly in rica rather than
Fn!ll-lm;:fully tha hi

o ; t return to his
mother country will be a more
fulfillin rience than in
1986 w e met his natural
father for the first time in 14
years,

"My mother took me back
because 1 had to choose my na-
tionality but there was no
problem. 1 love France.," he
states with conviction.

“I met my real father and I
think it was han;;:r for i‘::clil
than me. He probably expec
to give advice to the ;;ruung boy
who had left for France, instead
he found that the boy had be-
come a man without his help.

"l never felt that I lacked a
father because | had one in
Monsieur Desailly even though

Ialway:kn:whewasnl my real
father.”
Family substitutes come in
all shapes and sizes depen
on need and it is Juventus an
France midfielder Didier De-
schamps who has become De-
sailly’'s replacement 'brother.’
lose from a friendshi
which began when he was 15,
and because Deschamps also
lost his brother at a tragically
oung age, the French captain
ﬁas b-ccn the footballing sibling
Desailly still yearns for.

Through the national team you
experience real popularity

the emotions of the fans evaded
me during the World Cup be-
cause | didn't play in the same
World Cup as the one they en-

joyed.

"When we won or even scored
a goal, complete strangers em-
braced each other and that was
lovely. If 1 could have enjoyed
that then the summer would
have been complete — perfec-
tion.”

How typical of Marcel De-
sailly. He is always in search of
something better always in

search of perfection.

— (Source: Internet)
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Beckham's perfect riposte

UNDATED: hu* 16(AFP/
Reuters/AP): and mid-
fielder David El-eckham silenced
the 'boo- ' by striking a lost
iser as Manchester
nited came from two goals
down to snatch a 2-2 draw
against Leicester in the English
Premiership while there were
impressive wins for Monaco in
France and favourites Ba
Munich in the German
desliga on Saturday.
GLAND: Beckham, who
was jeered by the visiting sup-
porters every time he touched
the ball, curled in a 25-yard free
kick three minutes into stop-
page time to save United from
an embarrassing home dtfeat
on the opening day of the Pre
miership season.
has been the sub-

l.ll'l'

ject of a hate campaign since he
was sent off nst Argcnuna
in the World p with many

fans blaming hlm fnr England'’s
exit.

But the 23-year-old, who
signed a new five-year contract
with the Old ord club on
Friday, responded to the taunts
with an inspirational display,
setting up United's first in the
79th minute for Teddy Shering-
ham before sealing a dramatic
draw at the death.

United, bidding to bring
back the title they won for four
years out of five before Arse-
nal's triumph last season, were
hopelessly off form early on
and Leicester took full advan-
tage to take a 2-0 lead through
Emile Heskey and Tony Cottee.

United manager Alex Fergu-
son admitted his side had been
lucky.

"l think it was a good resulit
for us although whether we de-
served a draw or not is debat-
able,” he said. "It l:nnk us 3{1
minutes to get

fended aban utely

cal}g’

Isewhere, Chelsea, parad-
ing 12 million pounds (20 mil-
lion dollars) of new foreign tal-
ent. crashed 2-1 at Coventry,
who stormed into a two-goal
lead inside 15 minutes with
oals from Dion Dublin and
arren Huckerby.

Italian international Pier-
luigi Casiraghi, World Cup win-
ner Marcel Desailly and Albert
Ferrer were all included in the
starting line-up, though there
was no place for Brian Laudrup,
who was ruled out with a bac
injury

Uru ua{;a Gustavo Poyet

pulled one back for the London-
ers but they could not manage
an equaliser against a well-or-
ganised and vibrant home side.

Coventry boss Gordon Stra-

Klinsmann in
no mood to
come back

BONN, Aug 16: Veteran
World Cup star Juergen Klins-
mann has ruled out a retum to
German league football, reports
AFP.

Klinsmann, currently vaca-
tioning in the United States af-
ter France '98, told the Bild
newspaper that he has no inter-
est in returning to Bundesliga
or in jo any German side.

"I'm re not uuaea if I wa:l'ﬁ
to play again,” said -0
lﬂlgsnmrm who s
son playing for ish
mier league club utl:nham
with mixed success, "My 15-
year-old son needs me, and I
need him."

The former Bayern Munich,
Sampdoria and Monaco striker
has n in the United States
staying with his parents-in-
law, since Germany were elimi-
nated from the World Cup finals
by Croatia and says he feels no
urge to return.

Officials of the Major Soccer
League hope Klinsmann will
eventually play in their league,

but he has so far refused all of-
fers.

fa nlasli
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European soccer scene

chan put the victory down to
hard work and team spirit.

"We didn't catch them cold,”
said Strachan. "We caught them
because we had wor hard at
the training ground every af-
l:rnnn_.w n ul'ﬂl e wufk -

e've also got a great s
here which you can't buy. Bleo-
le think it'a a cheap mmmod

ty but it's not.”

cht Ham manager Harry
Redknapp paid tribute to lan
Wright after the England and
former Arsenal striker scored
on his debut to clinch a 1-0 win
for the London club at Sheffield
Wednesday.

Redknapp, who snapped up
Arsenal's record goal scorer in
the close season said of the 34-
year-old: "He's a fantastic
goalscorer, what else can you
sa

}:'?Hc gets the chances and he
sticks it away and that's why
his record is what it is."

Christian Gross made no ex-
cuses after his Tottenham team
were soundly beaten 3-1 at
Wimbledon.

"It was a r performance.
We have some big improve-
ments to make,” said Gross,
who was hoping the end of a
two-year Spurs injury-crisis
would produce a new era of suc-
cess.

The other four Premiership
matches all finished as goalless
draws: Blackburn v Derby, Ev-
erton v Aston Villa, Middles-
brough v Leeds and Newcastle v
Charlton.

Newcastle were booed off the
pitch after failing to beat Pre-
miership newcomers Charlton,
who had Richard Rufus sent off
for violent conduct after 25
minutes.

FRANCE: Nigerian striker
Victor lkpeba scored twice as
Monaco, in spectacular attack-
ing form, thrashed newly-pro-
moted Sochaux 4-1 in the sec-
ond round of matches in the
First Division.

Monaco, the 1997 champi-
ons, are one of three clubs who
have taken a maximum six
points from two matches.

Bordeaux and Marseille also
won Saturday to keep up their
winning streaks at the start of
the season.

In a breathtaking start,
Portuguese midfielder Fran-
cisco Da Costa scored for
Monaco after just two minutes.

Bernard Maraval equalized
for the visitors two minutes
later. but after nine minutes
Ikpeba grabbed a second for
Monaco.

Henry who said last
mk that he wanted to quit
Monaco to join English cham-
plons Arsenal, scored the most
spectacular goal of the match
with a stunning 30-metre shot
just after half time. .

Ikpeba made it 4-1 seven
minutes from the end.

Bordeaux. who beat Paris
Saint-Germain in their opening
game, squeezed past Le Havre 3-
2.

Silvain Wiltord, who scored
against PSG, netted twice.

DAVID BECKHAM

Wiltord scored within the
first minute and his strike
partner Lillian Laslandes added
a second just before half time,

Clx_v'l‘l'ﬂ uget pulled one back
for the home team but Wiltord
was on hand again in the 52nd
minute to make it 3-1.

Yugoslay striker Miladin
Becanovic scored for Le Havre
in the 56th minute but Bor-
deaux held on for a victory.

Powerhouse Marseille main-
tained their winning start with
a 1-0 win at last season's run-
ners up, Metz.

New signing Jocelyn Gour-
vennec scored the winner just

" before half time.

Paris Saint-Germain, an-
other big spender. won their
first points uf the season, beat-
ing Bastia 2-0 in front of 42,000
spectators at the Parc des
Princes.

The hosts scored in the 26th
minute with a goal by German
defender Christian Woerns, one
of several expensive signings
made by new manager Alain
Giresse during the summer.

PSG striker Patrice Loko

'h'. e
e e ol nEmELE = Hafe® Stk b

The Bily Star 15

missed two good chances before
Marco Simone made the game
ﬁ ten minutes into the second
alf.
PSG's French record si
Jay-Jay Okocha created bo

goals,

Goalkeeper Bernard Lama
made his first appearance for
PSG since returning from a

HEI(:II England with West Ham

nit

Auxerre beat Nancy 3-2, with
Bernard Diomede bagging two
first-half goals.

In other games Montpellier
overcame Runnes 3-1, while
Nantes gol their first points in
tllls league, beating Strasbourg

In Friday's matches Lyon

unded Toulouse 6-1 at the

tade Gerland, with experienced
striker Alain Caveglia grabbing
a pair, while champions Lens
were held 1-1 by newly-pro-
moted Lorient.

GERMANY: ViL Wolfsburg
held Bayern Munich in check
for more than an hour, then ran
out of gas against the title
favourites in a 1-0 loss on the
Bundesliga's opening weekend.

Wolfsburg, ting for eve
ball, dominated the first half
a,%ainsl Munich as the league’s

th season kicked off.

But the deep Munich team,
which manager Uli Hoeness has
dubbed the club’s most talented
in 20 years, brought several
players off the bench and
proved fresher late in the
match. :

Giovane Elber struck for the
69th-minute winner, with the
Brazilian striker spinning free
from his defender and sending a
well-placed shot into the net
from 10 metres.

The defending champions
FC Kaiserslautern, beat 1860
Munich 2-1 in an away match,
Bayer Leverkusen rolled past
Rostock 3-1, while
Moenchengladbach stunned
Schalke 3-0,

SC Freiburg also made their
teturn to the Bundesliga suc-
cessful, wmnin% 2-1 against
Bochum, while FC Nuremberg

drew 1-1 with Hamburg. On Fri-
day, Stuttgart edged Borussia
Dortmund 2-1 and MSV Duis-
b slipped past Frankfurt 2-1.
serslautern, after a stug-
gish start, won on a 42nd-
minute header from striker
Olaf Marschall and a long-dis-
tance shot in the 62nd from
Egypt's Ibrahim Samir's.
Their goals overcame a 12th
minute penalty converted by
1860's Bernhard Winkler.

g e

Bayer Leverkuaena Brazilian mternatlnnal Ze Ruhertn {C} is ﬂandwmhed hetwaen two
Hansa Rostock players dunng their German ‘Bundesliga match at Leverkusen on August

15. Bayer won 3-1.

— AP/UNB photo
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