Publication ceremony
SUNAMGANJ, Aug 14 : Publication ceremony of the Health

Information Book-'98 was inaugurated here on Monday, reports

UNB.
Jointly organised by UNICEF and the district information

office, the ceremony was inaugurated by Deputy Commissioner
M Igbal Hossain. UNICEF repgrgscntative M Salik, district Civil
Surgeon MA Munim, Deputy Director of Agriculture Abdul
Matalib, ADC M Enamul Haque, educationist Dhurjhati Kumar
Basu and journalist Shaharuddin were present. District Infor-
mation Officer M Abdul Gafur delivered the welcome address.

Fire arms recovered : 1 held

MYMENSINGH, Aug 14 : Police in separate drives recovered
two fire arms and arrested a man in separate drives in the town
here on Tuesday, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, police recovered a gun from the dining
room of Jamia Ashrafia Madrassa at about 10:30 am, but none
was arrested inl this connection. In another drive police nabbed
a youth named Sira[]. 18, with a pistol from a brothel area situ-
ated at the centre of the town. Separate cases were filed against
them.

18 arrested in Khulna

KHULNA, Aug 14 : Police arrested 18 people are seized fire
arms from different parts of the district recently, reports UNB.

Of them, Akram, Faruque Akand and Helal Farazi were ar-
rested from Judge Court area in sadar thana with a foreign
made 32 bore revolver and six rounds of bullets. Abid, a wanted
criminal was nabbed from ferry ghat area in Sonadanga thana
and Shamim, Ibrahim and Mosharraf Hossain were arrested
from different parts of the metropolitan city. Separate cases
have been filed with the police.

Contrabands recovered

RANGAMATI, Aug 14 : Officials of Chittagong unit of Nar-
coitics Control Directorate in a surprise raid conducted recently
at local Bonorupa Market recovered a good quantity of contra-
bands including foreign whisky, beer and phensidyl. reports
BSS.

Two persons were arrested for illegally possessing and trad-
ing the contraband in the shops. The arrested were identified as
Shahidul Islam, 26, and Mohammad Ali Chowdhury, 28. Re-
covered contraband included eight bottles of foreign whisky, 27
bottles of dry gin, 66 canes of beer and 12 bottles of phensidyl. A
case was lodged in this connection.

1 killed, 3 hurt in Faridpur road accident

FARIDPUR, Aug 14 : One person was killed and three others
were injured in a road accident Monday evening in Goalchamat
area of the town, reports BSS.

According to police sources, a tempo, coming from Dohar in
Dhaka with a bridal party, was hit by a loaded truck. The truck
dashed the tempo wﬁich was badlﬁ damaged. One Palash, 17,
was killed in the spot and three others received serious injury.
The injured were shifted to Faridpur Medical College Hospital
for treatment. Police seized the truck from the spot after it was
abandoned by the driver. A case was registered with kotawali
police in this connection.

Timbers seized

BANDARBAN, Aug 14 : Forest officials of Bandarban forest
division have seized about 3,000 cubic feet of valuable timber
including teak and garjon worth about Taka 12 lakh and ar-
rested two persons from Tarasa in this connection during the
last three days, reports BSS.

Forest officials told that drives have been taken against the
illegal extractors of timber from government reserve forests
under Ruangchari thana. A case was filed with Bandarban po-
lice station.

Two minor boys committed suicide
SATKHIRA, Aug 14 : Two minor boys allegedly committed
suicide in Kaliganj thana of the district recently, reports BSS.
They were identified as Rabiul Islam, 14, of village Dulabala
and Bhogiroth Mondal, 15, of village Chanditola under Kali-

ganj thana. Separate unnatural death cases were filed with the
respective thana in this connection.

Relief distributed among flood victims

KUSHTIA, Aug 14 : Abdus Salam, Deputy Commissioner,
Kushtia visited flood affected unions under Daulatpur thana re-
cently.

HE}F was accompanied by Civil Surgeon, District Relief Officer
and TNO. Daulatpur. The flood affected unions which the DC
visited are Chilmari, Ramkrishnapur, Maricha and Philipna-
gar. The DC assured the flood victims all possible help. District
relief officer said that three persons lost their lives due to flood.
Water of the Padma is receding and flood situation is improv-
ing. So far, 74,000 tonnes of rice, 2,500 pieces of sharees and
cash of Taka 27600 were distributed among the flood aflected
people, the relief officer added.

Breast-Feeding Week observed

MADARIPUR. Aug 14 : Breast-Feeding Week ‘98 was observed
glsgiadaripur district through elaborate programmes, reports

The programmes included procession and discussion. A col-
orful procession participated by people from all walks of life
and government officials was brought out on the town streets
led by Arun Kanti Biswas, Civil Surgeon-in charge. The discus-
sion meeting, organised by Madaripur Civil Surgeon office, was
held in the sadar hospital office premises with medicine con-
sultant Dr Rashidul Islam in the chair.

Body recovered

JAMALPUR., Aug 14 : Two bodies of a young woman and a
minor boy were recovered from Mochhimpur village in sadar
thana recently, reports UNB.

Being informed by the local ple, railway police recovered
the bodies from near a railway track. The bodies were sent to
hospital morgue for autopsy.

Phensidyl seized

MADARIPUR, Aug 14: Rajoir thana police seized 389 bottles
of Indian Phensidyl and 80 packets of cumin-seed from Taker-
hat bus stand under Rajoir thana recently, reports BSS.

FPolice arrested two women in this connection. The arrested
women are Jahanara Begum, 36, and Jhuma Begum, 18. A case
was filed with Rajoir thana in this connection.

Road mishaps claimed 115 in 2 digts in '97

SYLHET, Aug 14; Some 115 people were killed and 180 in-
jured in road accidents in Sylhet and Sunamganj districts in
1997, reports UNB.

According to BRTA sources, the victims include people of all
ages all sexes while the accidents mainly involve buses, trucks,
tem and motor cycles. The reasons behind the accidents in-
clude driving by unskilled drivers, faulty vehicles and rough
competition on the roads and highways. The process of arrest-
ing those responsible for the accidents and disposing of the

cases are very slow which, local people said, encouraging the
number of accidents.

Valuables worth Tk 2 lakh looted

JESSORE, Aug 14 A gang of armed dacoils stormed the local
C and B office and decamped with cash and valuables worth
about Tk 2 lakh on Thursday night, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the gang of some 20 masked dacoits entered
into the office by breaking the lock and keys and looted valu-
ables from the its eight rooms. The miscreants also beat night
guard Abdul Gani mercilessly who was later rushed to the gen-

eral hospital in a critical condition. A case was field with the
Kotwali police.

3 killers get life-term

LALMONIRHAT, Aug 14; A court here on Sunday sentenced
three men to life term. and four to three-year imprisonment for
killing a local Awami League leader in 1995, reports UNB.

District and Sessions Judge Soumendra Sarkar gave the ver-
dict of the sensational Nabi Baks murder case in presence of
thousands of curious people. Those sentenced to life term are:
Akabbar Ali, 65, Shamsul Haq, 50, and Abu Bakar, 55. Jahangir
was awarded three years' rigorous imprisonment while Entajul,
40, Jabbar, 50, and Fazlu, 25, to three years in jail.

Arrest condemned

KHAGRACHHARI, Aug 14 Parbataya Sarbadaliya Oikya
Parishad strongly condemned the arrest of its leader Muham-
mad Badsha Member, reports UNB.

Police again arrested Badsha from Hospital area of the town
on Monday night. Badsha, who was earlier arrested in two
cases, been released on bail recently, In a joint statement,
Parishad leaders Wadud Bhuiyan, Harun-or-Rasheed and Abdul

Momen condemned the arrest and demanded his immediate re-

National

SYLHET: OFluud waters have remained stagnant at Jagannathpur thana headquarters in Sunamganj district. @A view of village Lakshmipur in
inundated by flood water.
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-Alleged political
influence 1n
leasing out
rural bazars

NATORE, Aug 14: The gov-
ernment is being deprived of
about Tk 50 lakh as revenue
earning due to political influ-
ence in lcasinﬁ out rural mar-
kets of the district, reports
UNB.

The authorities have leased
out 146 hats and bazars for the
current Bangla year of 1,405 out
of the total 151 at Tk 2 crore
25.96 lakh.

The earning last year was Tk
one crore 70.20 lakh.

Local people alleged that
some influential political fig-
ures have manipulated the pro-
cess of leasing out the markets
thus depriving the government
of more revenue earning.

They said the revenue from
the hats and bazars normally
register a rise by 10 per cent ev-
ery year. But, they said, this
year there is not much increase
in the earning due to undue in-
fluence.

They reportedly prevented
some parties from taking part
in the leasing bid and took the
markets in their names.

No sub-registrar
in Jamalpur,
Melandaha thanas

JAMALPUR, Aug 14: The
post of the sub-registrar in
Sadar and Melandaha thanas
here have been lying vacant lor
long causing sufferings to the
people, reports UNB.

The people who come here
everyday for the purpose of land
registration and other registra-
tion-related necessities have to
suffer a lot due to the absence of
the Sub-registrar.

The office of Sadar thana,
one of the busiest land registra-
tion office in the district, used
to register about 20,000 land
documents every year.

Registration activities had
been suspended for long in the
thana causing serious problem
for the land sellers and buyers
as well as deed writers,

The authorities recently is-
sued an order on the Sub-regis-
trar of Madar%anj to work in
Sadar thana of the district for
three days in a week.

Another Sub-Register has
been asked to work in Me-
landaha in a similar arrange-
ment, official sources said.

President of the District
Deed Writers' Association urged
the concerned authorities to
take immediate steps in this re-
gard to mitigate the sulferings
of the people.

Noakhali sub-station
can't telecast

programme

FENI, Aug 14: About 60 lakh
viewers of four districts of the
region have been deprived of
watching BTV programmes for
a month due to some technical
problems, reports UNB.

BTV sources at Noakhali
sub-station said the TV trans-
mitter here cannot telecast the
programme as the cable feeder
remained inoperative since

-JLIJ{;H.

ut the viewers alleged, the

authorities are yet to take any
remedial measures in this re-
ard throwing the viewers of
eni, Noakhali, Chandpur and
Laxmipur districts into uncer-

tainty.

Besides, the Engineering
Manager of Noakhali sub-sta-
tion had been suspended after
two days of the technical fault
and the final match of the
World Cup soccer was transmit-
ted with special arrangement,
they added.

The viewers of the region
urged the authorities concerned
to take immediate steps to re-
sume transmission without fur-
ther delay.

SI of police
hurt by
terrorists

JHENIDAH, Aug 14: A police
officer of Harinakunda thana
was critically injured in an at-
tack by terrorists near Noapara
bridge on Wednesday, reports
UNB.

Police said the terrorist at-
tacked SI Din Mohammad, 40,
with lethal weapons while he
was returning to the thana after
investigating a case at Kan-
nayadaha village.

He was rushed to the thana
health complex and later
shifted to Sadar hospital in a
critical condition.

Erosion renders 3,411 families homeless in Madaripur

Pabna district suffers a loss of Taka
15 crore in Agri-sector due to flood

PABNA. Aug 14: In the
Agriculture sector, Pabna dis-
trict suffered a loss of Taka 15
crore approximately so far due
to flood. The larﬁ{et of cultiva-
tion of high-yielding variety
Transplanted Aman paddy in
the distirct
achieved this year due to the
samne reason. The target of cul-
tivation of the above mentioned
crop might reach only about 45
per cent of the fixed one,

It was disclosed by the
Deputy Director of Agriculture
Extension Department, Pabna
recently. According to the offi-
cial, a target was fixed for
bringing 34, 728 hectares of
land under High-Yielding Va-
riety Transplanted Aman cul-
tivation programme this year.
The target of production was
fixed at 85, 027 metric tons.

Nine thanas of Pabna dis-

is not likely to be-

From Our Correspondent

trict
flood.

A total of 49 unions under
the aforesaid thanas have been
affected.

Standinf{ crops on 638
hectares of land have been
damaged completedly. Over
16,000 metric tons of crops
have been destroyed fully.

Damages caused to other sec-
tors like communicaiton, edu-
cation, religious institutions,
houses. hats and bazaars are yet
to be assessed.

BSS reports from Madari-
pur: Erosion by the river Padma
and Arial Khan left 3.411
families homeless in Shibchar
thana of the district during the
last two weeks.

The district officials said the
erosion ravaged unions are
Utrail, Shiruail, Nelokhi, Mat-
barerchar, Katalbari and San-

have been affected by

nashirchar.

Meanwhile, 20 villages in
four thanas of the district were
inundated due to rise of water
level of the Padma, Kumar and
Arial Khan rivers during the
last week.

Another report from Mun-
shiganj says: Nizamuddin, Di-
visional Commissioner of
Dhaka reviewed the overall
flood situation and relief opera-
tions in the six flood-hit thanas
of Munshiganj district at a
meeting of the government offi-
cials and local elite held on
Monday in the conference room
of the Deputy Commissioner.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also visited some flood-
affected areas under sadar
thana and distributed relief
materials among the distressed

eople at three camps, it is
earnt.

iﬂxtortionists harassing labourers

of Bholaganj Stone Quarry

SYLHET, Aug 14:Organised
gangs of miscreants are extort-
ing huge amount of money from
the biggest'stone quarry of the
country, Bholaganj Stone
Quarry in Companyganj thana
for a long time.

The allegation was brought
by the leaders of Companyganj
thana Stone Carrier Boat
Labourers’ Associaiton) in a
presss conference held at Sylhet
Press Club recently.

The leaders alleged. the mis-
creants in connivance with the
a section of members of the law
and order agencies are extorting
about Taka 3 lakh every day
from 20,000 labourers engaged
in collection of a huge quantity
of stones from the quarry. They
alleged that, no action had been
taken by Companyganj Police
even after repeated complaints
lodged with them by alarge
number of labourers. It made
the criminals more powerful.
the leaders said adding., some

From Staff Correspondent

big shots who had made their
wealth through illegal extor-
tion. were asked to show the
sources of income through writ-
ten notice from the Thana Nir-
bai Officer last year. However,
they gave no answer to the no-
tice.

Giving a list of toll collec-
tors, the leaders said, when any
labourer declines to pay the
toll. the extortionists swoop on
him and begin torturing physi-
catty. Even, there are some
armed ganges who work for the
gang leaders in the quarry. It is
observed, very frequently the
gangstars take away spades and
other things from the labourers
on refusal of payment of the
tolls.

They further alleged . some
big shots caliming ownership of
some lands within the quarry
areas, collect additional tolls
from the labourers for years to-
gether.

The leaders also alleged, af-

ter repeated complaints with
the district admiistration and
agitation programme of the
labourers, a mobile team
headed by a First calss Magis-
trate was sent to the quarry
area by the district admisitra-
tion in the month of June. The
team caught redhanded as
many as 13 extortionists from
the quarry area with the help of
labour leaders.

The leaders said. the gov-
ernment has been earning
crores of taka through leasing
out of the quarry. So. there
should be a peaceful atmosphere
in the area for the sake of
governiment's revenue earning,
they opined.

The written statement in the
ress conference was read out
y Awami League leader Hu-
mayun Kabir Mosabbir, while
leaders of Awami League, BNP,

Jamaat -e-Islami and Jatiya
Party were also present.

Banana production declines in MaguraJ

MAGURA. Aug 14: The pro
duction of banana has declined
in the current year despite
bright prospect of its cultiva-
tion in the district and its ad-
joining areas, banana growers
said.

According to the growers, a
huge quantity of bananas are
grown in the district and its
adjoining districts
Jhenidah, Kushtia, Chuadanga,
and Meherpur every year. e
growers get a lot of money from
this cash crop every ?'ear_

Recurrent natural calamities
like tornado. drought and one
kind of virus disease, lack of
patronisation and motivation
work have been attributed to
the reduction of banana pro-
duction in the district. As a re-
sult, the price of bananas has
increased abnormally.

According to the Horticul-
ture Department, popular vari-
eties of banana including
Sagar, Sabri, Champa are suit-
able in the western areas of the
country, Banana growers in
Jhenidah district initially cul-
tivated the Sagar variety. But
due to low demand of this vari-
ety in the market they had to
cutivate the Sabri variety
largely.

like

From Our Correspondent

While talking to a group of
banana cultivators in
Alamkhali area under Magura
sadar thana they told this cor-
respondent that they were in-
spired to cultivate banana in
their high land from the grow-
ers of Garagonj, Haligunlll
Sheikhpara areas of Jhenida
district about a decade back.

Within a short time it be-
came a popular cash crop to the
farmers. TI?IE banana growers of
the western districts of the
country are able to meet a pro-
tion of demand of this delicious
and rich food valued fruit in the
country.

They informed that despite
bright prospect of the main
cash crop, the production has
been deceasing gradually due to
manifold reasons. Many ba-
nana ﬁzruwers in the areas are
not following the rule of rota-
tion of .crops. They usually cul-
tivate again and again the same
crop year after rear due to pos-
session of small land. As a re-
sult, the production are being
declined. On the other hand, a
section of marginal farmers are
not able to use requisite quan-
tity of fertiliser due to lack of
fund. They do not get loan from
banks for this purpose. |

The banana growers further
informed, the banana produc-
tion has been seriously ham-
pered during the current year in
their areas due to frequent
storms in the nor’ western sea-
son. Besides, a huge number of
banana tplants had been dam-
aged due to virus diseases. Many
banana field of Kaligonj areas
in Jhenidah district had been
serioulsy destroyed for the
aforementioned reasons.

According to the market ob-
servers, 100 full cluster of a ba-
nan plant are being sold at
Taka 16.000 to Taka 25.000,
according to size of banana in
the wholesale markets of
Kaligonj, Sailkupa, Ichakhada
and Gopalpur. Chapa Sabri,the
small sized variety is being sold
at Taka 6,000 to Taka 8, Eer
hundred clusters, market
observers said.

The local experts and agri-
culturists apprehended the ba-
nana cultivation, one of the
most important cash crop in
the western region of the coun--
try would be seriously affected
in near future if the Agriculture
Extension Department did not
take proper initiative to pro-
mote the cultivation of the cash
crop.

Loadshedding grips
S-region again

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 14: Severe
loadshedding has gripped again
the entire southern region. As
the sulpf)l}r of power decreases
time of leadshedding increases
in the region causing immense
suffering to the people.

According to the PDB
sources here, power supply now
is varying between 10MW to
15MW against the requirement
of nearly 40MW in the Barisal
PDB zone.

The Barisal PDB zone con-
sists of Barisal, Barguna and
Jhalakathi including some
parts of Pirojpur and Madar-
ipur districts having 18 feeders
in the transmission lines.

Barguna, a coastal district is
the worst affected area as it
needs nearly 6MW power supply
at a time which is difficult to
supply from Barisal. As a result
loa sl":edding conntinues from
six to eight hours a day in Bar-

una, while it is four to six
ours in Jhalakathi and in
Barisal it is at least 2 hours
feederwise alternatively.

According to sources, load-
shedding prevailed in Barguna
for days together recently as the
power distribution lines were
disrupted at Betagi thana area
due to tornado that swept over
different thana areas of Bar-
guna.

According to Load Despatch-
ing Centre (LDC] at Khulna,
only BMW power is being gener-
ated in the Turbine Generator

(TG)-14 there while the 110MW
plant at Goalpara, 60MW PGT,
two units of Burge-mounted
power plant and the TG35 plant
remained shut for different rea-
SOns.

As a result, power supply in
this region faced a serious set-
back for days together.

Acid throwr-l on
school girl in
Faridpur

FARIDPUR, Aug 14: A female
student of class ten of village
Dignagar in Sadar thana sus-
tained serious injuries when
acid was thrown on her body on
Monday evening, reports UNB.

The victim was rushed to
Faridpur Medical College Hos-
pital from where she was
shifted to Dhaka with deterio-

ration of her condition on
Tuesday.

Police said Shikha Saha of
Rokeya Girls' High School at
Kanaipur was chatting with her
family members at her village
home on the day. Khowaj
Sheikh, a friend of Shikha's
brother, came there and took
part in the chatting.

They said Khowaj, father of
a child, threw acid on Shikha
and fled away when the inmates
dispersed from the scene.

In N-region

Cold storages using poisonous
insecticides

NAOGAON, Aug 14: The cold
storage in the country's north-
ern region have been using poi-
sonous insecticides to protect

otato causing serious health
azards, reports UNB.

The injurious insecticides
like Carbomil and Di-
Chloroves are sprayed on thou-
sands of tons of potato in 66

cold storages ol 16 districts in
the region at regular intervals.
Experts here said that these
chemicals and other insecti-
cides including Organo-chlo-
rine and DDT powder which are
being used by the potato farm-
ers in the crop fields have seri-
ous adverse effect on human

xperts with Agriculture
Extension Department (AED)
said that the poisons contained
in the insecticides which the
farmers use in their fields re-
main effective for at least one
year.

The cold storage owners are
using the same kind of chemi-
cals to prevent the attack of in-
sects, thus making the pre-
served potato more poisonous,
they said.

These kinds of insecticides
have already been banned in
most of the countries, said the
experts adding that in our coun-
try the authorities issued order
to confine the use of such
chemicals in only jute and sug-
arcane fields.

But the farmers, unaware of
the health hazards caused by
these materials, are using these
in their fields, they observed.

Local people said they have
been su&gring from various
diseases like chronic dysentery,
skin diseases, damage of eye-
sight and irregularities in the
intestines after taking the
potato preserved in the cold
storage.

Vendors selling potato in
different hats and bazars in the
northern region complained
that they feel dizzy and a vomit-
ing tendency as there is a pun-

gent odour with the cold storage
potato.

Professors of medicine at
Rajshahi and Rangpur Medical
Cuileges said the people can be
affected with various diseases
after consuming these poi-
sorous potato.

The nervous system or eye-
sight of the long-time con-
sumers can be damaged by these
poisons, they added.

Local people have urged the
authorities to create awareness
among the farmers as well as
the cold storage owners about
cautious use of these chemicals.

Crimes on rise
in S-W region

JESSORE, Augl4:Crimes are
on rise in the south-eastern re-
gion including the Jessore dis-
trict causing concern among the
peace-loving people, reports
UNB.

According to a survey report,
at least 30 people were murdered
in different incidents while 300
businessmen were kidnapped,
500 robberies of various types
were commitled in 10 districts
of the region over the last two
years.

The robbers looted away 30
fire arms from the members of
the law enforcement agencies
during the period, said the offi-
cial sources.

Police said robbery and hi-
jacking in train, road and river

oats have increased on

Satkhira-Dhaka, Khulna-
Dhaka and Jessore-Dhaka
routes.

They said some 50 robberies
were committed during the first
six months of the current year.
The number of robbery in 1997
was 162 and in 1996 was 170.

Most of the incidents were
committed specially on the
highways at different points in
Jessore, Noapara, Bagerpara,
Jhenidah, Magura and Faridpur

Private clinics in Narsingdi not following

standard of health service

NARSINGDI, Aug 14: Private
clinics and pathdlogical labo-
ratories in the district have
been rendering sub-standard
health services to the patients,
reports UNB.

The number of such clinics
and pathological laboratories
is increasing day by day though
the standard of service is de-
creasing, alleged the local peo-
ple and the patients.

They said the clinics, most
of them run by the doctors
working in different govern-
ment hospitals, are not follow-

ing government rules and ordi-
nances,

These are not following the

standard of providing one doc-
tor, three nurses and 80 square
feet of space for each of the 10
beds, they added.

Besides, there is shortage of
necessary equipment and lack
of hygienic conditions in the
clinics, said the patients.

The clinics charge abnor-
mally high fee from the poor

atients from the remote vil-
ages,

Local people have also al-
leged that doctors of the gov-
ernment hospitals usually dis-
courage the patients to stay in
the hospital and refer them to
the private clinics and patho-

logical laboratories.
Pathological laboratories
are also doing thriving business

charging high rate for various
lests.

But there is allegation that
the results of the tests are not
always correct as a very few
laboratories have experienced
medical technicians.

The sufferers said the re-
ports vary abnormally even in
case of conducting the same test
in different laboratories.

Local people have urged the
authorities to take necessary
steps in these regards and miti-
gate their sufferings.

districts.
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NATORE: Liagat Bridge on the river Narod is in bad shape.

— Star photo



