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Akram totally
fucused

LANCASHIRE, Aug 11 (The
Lancashire Evening Telegraph):
Wasim Akram is in the mood
for his biggest game yet as Lan-
cashire captain.

The Pakistan all-rounder
leads his beloved Red Rose
county into the NatWest Trophy
semi-final against Hampshire
at Southampton tomorrow, one
game away from leading them
out at Lord's.

And he warmed up in style at
sizzling Old Traflord yesterday.
i::lastin%:ﬁn unbeaten 75 from
sust 42 s to set up a crushing

AXA League victory over
Eluumter&ﬂn.

Wasim and Neil Fairbrother,
who hit 75, were the key
as Lancashire plundered 114 in
the last 10 overs to st a
formidable total of 222+6F.m

Fairbrother continued his
consistent form either side of
his recent ankle injury with his
fourth consecutive one-day half
century, while Wasim staged a
near repeat of his amazing dis-
play against Notts in the Ben-

son and Hedges Cup.

He hammered a career best
89 not out at Trent Bridge in-
cluding five sixes and yesterday
was a new Sunday League best
for Wasim, and only his third
half century in over 100 ap-
pearances, with three big sixes
including one on to the tram-
line at the Warwick Road End.

"1 thought he would at least
have a look before hitting out,
but he glasvcd some amazin
shots right from the start.” sai
a stunned Fairbrother.

"*Neil complemented each
other perfectly," added coach
Dav atmore. "Neil tried to
give him as much ol the strike
as possible, and Wasim plaved
some incredible shots.”

Gloucestershire never
threatened the Lancashire total
after two early wickets for lan
Austin, and all the other Lan-
cashire bowlers got in on the act
later on - except Wasim, who
had already done his bit.

There were also two wickets
each for Glen Chapple and Peter
Martin, a welcome one for Mike
Watkinson on his return to the
first team and three more for
Gan;y Yates to complete a won-
dertul week.

The win was Lancashire's
eﬁhth out of nine in one-day
cricket, keeping them joint top
of the AXA League with Essex
and firing a warning to Ham
shire, who were crushed by
Kent.

Essex have a better run rate,
10.89 compared to Lancashire's
9.71.

“"We have %ﬁlintu a winnin
habit," said atmore, an
it's come at a good time.

“We are all looking forward
to Hampshire.

“It's my biggest game since
the World Cup final.’

Majid’s priority
Sahara Cup

MUMBAI, Aug 11: The Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) chief
executive, Majid Khan, has re-

ated his commitment to send

akistan's best side to Sahara
Cup, following reports that the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) will make its final
decision on the make-up of its
teams to be sent to Sahara Cup
and Commonwealth Games not
before September 4, reports PTI.

According to the Interna-
tional Management Group
(IMG), who is nrganisin%ﬁthe
Sahara Cup at Toronto, Majid
has said, "We have never been in
any doubt but that the best side
to represent Pakistan will be
playing against India in the
Sahara Cup this year. The 5a-
hara Cup gives both countries a
chance to field its best players
in a competition that has
quickly established itself as
one of the most important in
our cricketing year."

Majid pointed out that the
Sahara Cup is an event jointly
owned by BCCI, PCB and IMG.
He expressed confidence that
the BCCI would act only in the
best interests of the Sahara
Cup, an IMG release here said.

e agreement amongst the ¥

three parties provides an abso-
lute commitment from both
India and Pakistan to send
their "best available players to
the Sahara Cup"”", Majid was
quoted as saying.

Wagar injured

LONDON, Aug 11 (The Elec-
tronic Telegraph/ Internet):
Pakistan pace bowler Wagqar
Younis
of the season for Glamorgan be-
cause of his troublesome elbow
injury.

Wagar, who has not played
since taking four for 46 in the
county champions' NatWest
Trophy first-round tie inst
Bedfordshire on June 24, was
told after an initial scan that a
short rest would cure the injury.
But a further examination now
indicates it will not heal in

time for him to play again this

seasorn.
“"We're told that rest is the
only cure, and any attempt to

play will simply set him back to
square one," said Glamuw
e

secretary Mike Fatkin. ™
Iun:fe:r—term prognosis isn't too
bad, and we'll monitor his
progress during the autumn."
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IN BUSINESS: Usha's brilliant marksman Sadeq outfoxes the Wari goalkee

second of his three goals yesterday.

Hattrick in eleven-minute dazzle

=
e

Discarded natio-
nal forward Moha-
mmad Sadeq wh-
acked a contem-
ptuous slap on the
selectors’ lace wi-
th his second successive
hattrick as favourites Usha
Krira Chakra outplayed Wari
Club by six dgualn to in
their second group B match of
the Jiban Biman Club Cup
layed at the Moulana Bhasani
ockey Stadium yesterday.

In an one-sided affair,
Sadeq, considered one of the
best central forwards of the
country but surprisingly
dro Il;:lecl from the Common-
weaft Games squad by the na-
tional selectors two days ago,
struck thrice in the span of
seven minutes while Tutul Ku-
mar Nag, Isa Miah and skipper
Rafiqul Islam Kamal added one
each to the winners’' credit who
led the first half 5-0.

Sadeq. who also slammed a
treble against Bachelors' Club
in their first group match on
August 6. put the old-towners
ahead as early as in the fourth
minute with an eye catching re-
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verse hit lrom the goal mouth.
As if he had a point to prove, he
made it 2-0 five minutes later
after being nicely fed by Musa.

Buoyed by his second goal,
Sadeq completed his hattrick
in the 11th minute, thanks to
his attacking partner Kamal
with whom he made a dream
run frem the midfield with
Sadeq finishing with a push
past an advancing Wari custo-
dian Shaheen.

With yesterday's three goals,
Sadeq, who was the top scorer
in the Office Lca.Fuc last month
with ten goals, look s like re-

ating the feat in the Club Cup

aving scored six goals in two
matches.

Alter scoring the hattrick,
Sadeq was also instrumental in
the remaining two first half

oals. He fed Tutul for the
ourth gdal in the 17th minute
and then pushed the penalt
corner in the 31st minute whic
was brilliantly converted by Isa
Miah,

After the lemon break, Usha
seemed to have lost their ap-
Eﬁlile for goals. Although. they

ept Warl restricted to their

Sadeq slaps selectors

own half during the entire sec-
ond session, it was only Kamal
who could find the net in the
38th minute capitalising on a
Pappu pass.

pﬁsha, with yesterday’s win.,
raised their tally to four points
from two matches. They are
now jointly leading group B
along with Farashganj Sport-
ing Club. However, the group
champions, who will earn a
berth in the last four, will be

deivided when they face each
other on August 14.

FIELD DAY FOR BIMA
Earlier. in the day's first

maltch, Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangha posted a 2-0 win over
Dhaka Ansars in a group C af-

fair.
Hasan put the insurancemen

ahead with a field goal in the
ninth minute while Malek
Chunnu sealed the Ansars’ fate
with yet another field goal in
the 23rd minute.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Ajax SC v Victoria SC (2:45

m)
3 Abahani KC v Bangladesh
Railway (4:30 pm)

E uphoric

LONDON, Aug 11
| (AFP): "Let joy be
: ' unconfined.
| England win."
J The front-page
L= - — ..—4 headline by a
picture of celebrating England
players in the Independent
summed up the mood of disbe-
lieving delirium in the British
press today as the country di-
gested its first Test series vic-
tory for 12 years.

For the Independent the oc-
casion was so immense it was
moved to verse, with a poem to
England's glories: "There's a
breathless hush in the close
tonight, and a silence from
South Africans, as the smelling
salts are handed out, to disbe-
lieving cricket fans."

The rest of the press was
scarcely less contained in its
plethora of praise for England's
cricketers, who clinched the se-
ries 2-1 by beating South Africa
hfylr 23 runs on the fifth day of
the fifth Test.

"From zero to heroes”, wrote
the Guardian. "After 12 years,
eight captains and countless
collapses England win,"
screamed the mass-selling Sun.
The Times wrote of England es-
caping "12 years of purgatory”.

The Mirror published an
"England victory souvenir is-
sue” advising readers to "keep
this safe... it only happens ev-
Ef_'f 12 Fm‘rr

Many papers deemed the
event worthy of editorlial com-
ment.

The Daily Telegraph wrote:
"Victory comes sweet to those
long denied it, and sweetest of
all when it is as narrowly won
as its was in the final Test at
Headingley. So there is cause
for rejoicing and on several
cournts..."

It went on to proclaim the
return of heroes to inspire
schoolboys to the English game.

The Guardian descri how
the game was "thrilling enough
for people in homes and offices
to suspend their normal busi-
ness to follow the play ... cricket
still has a place in our soul.”

The daily Mail related how

crowds were flocking back to
the game. "The interest of young
people will be reawakened now
the cycle of failure has been
broken.”

Even the Financial Times
reported on cricket's improving
fortunes, telling its readers
how England’s win "extends the
sport's commercial boundaries”
in terms of ticket sales and
television contracts.

Most sports writers, no
doubt overcome by such a rare
glimpse of light in more than a

ecade of darkness, gave them-
selves over to wild optimism for

WIESBADEN, Ger-
many, 11 (Re-
uters/ Internet):
Denmark's Peter
Schmeichel has
been shortlisted for
a European “gna.lkeepcr of the
century” a to be announced
next January.

The Manchester United
stalwart is the only keeper cur-
rently active among the seven
nominated on Tuesday by the
International Federation of
Football History and Statistics
(IFFHS).

England's Gordon Banks,
Lev Yashin of the Soviet Union,
Sepp Maier of Germany, Fran-
tisek Planicka of Czechoslo-
vakia, Ricardo Zamora of

Spain and Italy's Dino Zoff
'thre the six other names on the
ist.

The IFFHS produced a list of
Europe's 50 top keepers after
askinrgf football specialists and
historians from across Europe
to vote. The winner of the Euro-
pean goalkeeper of the century
award will be announced at the
World Football Gala '99 next
January.

Among those outside the fi-
nal seven were E d's Peter
Shilton (eighth), Northern Ire-

Englis

Goalkeeper of the century

h press

the forthcoming Ashes lest se-
ries against Australia this win-
ter.

‘Bring on the Aussies”, de-
manded the Sun. "Now for the
Ashes” said the Daily Star.

"Now bring on the Aussies
thum the Express.

The Guardian described the
protracted death which cricket
writers had long predicted for
English cricket.

The Ashes date back to Eng-
land's shock defeat by the
"colonists” in 1882." wrote the
Faper. "It (cricket) has been a

ong time dying."
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PETER SCHMEICHEL

land's Pat Je (11th), West
Germany's Harald Schumacher
(15th) and Edwin van der Sar of
the Netherlands, at 27 the

oungest player on the list,
oint 24th).
Current England goalkeeper

David ?eaaahr;n gala té]}nint 321;?,
one point 's 0
Peruzzi and Neville S);ut?l-‘;ﬂ of
Wales, while France's second-

choice goalkeeper Bernard
Lama was 46th.
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18 way to scoring the
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Summer badminton
Elina emerges
champion

Elina of Bangladesh Biman
clinched the women's singles
title of the Rupali Insurance
Summer open badminton tour-
nament beating her compatriot
Noori 11-2, 11-6 in the final at
the NSC wooden floor a-
sium _w:sl:rdai,'. reports ﬁNE,

Sumon will take on Mah-
boob in the men's singles final
at 4 pm mdag

Sumon (Biman) eliminated
Khurshid (Biman) 15-9, 15-11
while Mahboob (Biman) beat
Shakil (Biman) 15-9, 15-3 in
the semifinals.

In the women's doubles, Kon-
ica and Momeo of Biman moved
into the final defeating Ruma
and Dola of Shuttlers Club 15-4,
15-6 in the second semifinal.

The pair will meet Elina and
Noori,

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader will be
present at today's closing func-
tion and distribute prizes.

Akhtar not up
to the part

LONDON, Aug 11 (The Mir-
ror/ Internet): Bob Willis al-
most ate his TV microphone in
a mixture of elation and embar-
rassment. The only predictable
part of a sensational. fluctuat-
ing series was the finger of fate
that Javed Akhtar used to [in-
ish it off.

And once again the hope-
lessly out-of-depth Pakistan
official got it horribly wrong.
Darren Gough hit the pads of

last-man Makhaya Ntini and
up went Akhtar's trigger finger.

Willis said: "Cricket fans all
around the world will study TV
pictures of this shocking deci-
sion by Akhtar.

"How bad was this decision?
It was the latest in a number of
questionable calls. They're fine
men, these South Africans, and
they've been badly treated by
the umpiring decisions in this
match,

"But England can now look
forward to the Ashes tour with

eat heart, and then the World
after that.”
uth Africa's legendary fast
bowler Mike Procter could
hardly contain himself.

"The ball hit the outside of
Ntini's pad,” he said. "After a
Test of so many bad decisions,
this is a very sad end. I'd have

referred to see Ntini's stump
Enucked out of the ground than
finish like this."

South Africa were so ap-
palled by the standard of um-
piring, particularly by Akhtar,
that one official had told. "We
will have something very
strong to say if we win. and
nothing if we lose. That's the
way we are."

To avoid any chance of being
fined for dissent, the South
Africans opted for a policy of
openly laughing at duff deci-

ons.

At Trent Bridge, the crucial
blunder was the decision of New
Zealander Steve Dunne to 5\":
Mike Atherton not out to a clear
catch behind when he had made
27 of his match-winning total
of 98 not out.

But even that was overshad-
owed by Akhtar's performance
at Leeds.

Of 10 lbws in the match,
eight went against South

rica, and Akhtar's finger of
doom went up nine times. TV
replays showed that four of the
decisions were shockers and
three more were dubious.
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Siraj committee picks 14 for C’wealth cricket

Six players from the team
which toured Ireland, England
and Scotland last month have
been dropped from the 14-man
national squad for the 16th
Commonwealth Games to be
held in Malaysia next month.
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
made the announcement yes-
terday.

This was the first selection
made by the three-member
Siraj-led selection committee
which was declared last Friday.
The selectors, it appears, had no
option but to rely on the “team
lacking back-foot play” that
had a 45-day long dismal tour
in June and July. Eleven of the
17 cricketers have been retained
but there was no place for
opener Athar Ali. veteran all-
rounders Minhazul Abedin and
Enamul Haque, wicketkeeper
Atiar Rahman. medium pacer
Zakir Hasan and young legee
Tanveer Khan.

The list includes two rookies

Sports Reporter

from the under-19 side in
Mushfiqur Rahman and Sabbir
Khan. Besides, opener Shahriar
Hossain is also back in the pack
after a six-month lay-off.

The selectors also kept
wicketkeeper Mohammad Mor-
tuza, medium pacer Zakir Hos-
sain and middle-order batsman
Sanwar Hossain as stand by.

BCB vice-president and for-
mer national cricketer Tanveer
Haider will be the manager of
the team whose coach will be
former manager Gazi Ashraf
Hossain. Dr Mahbubur Rahman
has been appointed the team-
physio.

Six of the 14 cricketers se-
lected--Azam [gbal, Shahriar
Hossain, Naimur Rahman, Ha-
sibul Hossain, Morshed Ali
Khan and Shafiuddin Ahmed,
are undergoing a mnnth-lnnﬁ
training at the Commonwealt
Bank Cricket Academy in Ade-
laide, Australia while the other
eight will be invited to join a

ICC knockout tg_umey'

= Preparations for
I l the forthcoming
| International

Cricket Council

[ICC) Kknockout
'L tournament are in

—  full swing. This
was disclosed at an inter-min-
isterial meeting to review the
arrangements for the tourney at
the Bangladesh Secretariat
¥esterda with State Minister
or Youth and Sports Obadiul
Quader in the chair, reports
BSS.

Deputy Minister for Ship-
ping Saber Hossain Chowdhury.
who 1is also president of
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB). chairman of the Na-
tional Board of Revenue Abdul
Muyeed Chowdhury, Defence
Secretary Syed Yousuf Hossain,
Cultural Affairs Secretary Dr S
Zaman Majumder and Senior
officials of different ministries
attended the meeting.

The knockout tournament
will take place at abandhu
National Stadium in Dhaka
from October 24 to November 4
and involve all the nine Test

parations reviewed

playing ccuntries,

The countries are: Australia,
England, India, New Zealand,
Pakistan, South Africa. Sri
Lanka, the West Indies and
Zimbabwe.

Special measures would be
taken for the security of the
world famous cricketers and
officials during their stay.

To enhance the image of
Bangladesh, the Civil Aviation
Ministry has been advised to
prepare video on its historic
establishments and cultural
heritage, which would be pro-
vided to WorldTel.

The meeting also decided to
set up a large media centre with
most modern facilities for local
and international print and
electronic media persons at
Bangabandhu Stadium.

.The installation of a new
flood-lighting system and mod-
ern electronic scoreboard is
expected to be completed by the
end of next month.

The draw for the toumna-
ment, will be held in Calcutta
on August 22 in presence of ICC

president Jagmohan Dalmiya.

Athar, Minhaz dropped

camp at the BKSP.
e captain of the team will
be named on August 20.
The squad: Azam Igbal,
Shahriar Hossain, Faruque
Ahmed, Akram Khan, Aminul
Islam. Khaled Masood, Khaled
Mahmud, Naimur Rahman,
Hasibul Hossain, Morshed Ali
Khan, Shafiuddin Ahmed. Mo-
hammad Rafique, Mushfiqur
Rahman and Sabbir Khan.

Atherton drafted

for ODI series

LONDON, Aug 11: Mike
Atherton, the hero of England’s
2-1 Test victory Monday over
South Africa, was recalled
Tuesday to the one-day squad
for next week's triangular

ainst South Africa and world
champion Sri Lanka, reporls
AP.

The former England captain
is not known as a one-day
player has not played in a one-
day international since helping
England to a 3-0 victory last
year over Australia.

SQUAD

Alec Stewarl (captain), Mike
Atherton, Alistair Brown,
Robert Croft, Mark Ealham,
Angus Fraser, Ashley Giles,
Darren Gough, Graeme Hick,
Adam Hollioake, Nasser Hus-
sain, Nick Knight, Peter Martin,
Alan Mullally.

England

move up

LONDON, Aug 11 (Reuters/
Internet): England have moved
up one place in the Wisden
world championship rankings
after their 2-1 series win over
South Africa on Monday.

South Africa drop to third
place behind Australia and
West Indies. Two points are
awarded for winning a series
and one for drawing.

Standings (tabulate under -
played, points, points differ-
encel:

1. Australia 14 23 +9
2. West Indies 13 17 +4
3. South Africa 14 17 +3
4. Pakistan 13 15 42
5. India 14 15 +1
6. England 14 12 -2
7. Sri Lanka 16 13 -3
B. Zimbabwe 10 4 -6
0, New Zealan 16 8 -8B

LEEDS, England,
| Aug 10 (Reuters/

captain Alec Ste-
wart cautioned
dagainst over-opti-
mism after steering his side to
their lirst major test series win
in over a decade on Monday.

e o —— — ) —

Stewart, in his first series in
charge, guided England to a 23-
run victory over South Africa
in the fifth and final test at
Headingley to give the home

side a 2-1 series victory, ending
years of national despair.

But he warned the players
and fans not to get carried
away, with a one-off test
against Sri Lanka still ahead
this summer and then the win-
ter Ashes tour to Australia.

"We have produced good per-

s, . o R,
Ch Ltea Ly

Internet): England

Stewart keeps

formances at various times for
the last 10 years. but not consis-
tently,” said Stewart.

"We are improving all the
time now, the key is to carry on
improving."

England, who have been
rﬂ%ularl}r lambasted by the lo-
cal media for humiliating
losses over the past 10 years,
had, until Monday, not won a
five- or six-test series since the
1986-7 Ashes tour of Australia.

And at home, they had not
tasted a five-test series win
since their 1985 victory over
Australia.

Stewart, who became the
sixth player to lead England
since Mike Gatting's side won in
Australia, took over the reins
from Mike Atherton after Eng-
land's 3-1 loss in the West In-
dies earlier this vear.

-------------------------
e . .

A very proud England captain Alec Stewart ho

lds aloft

the Cornhill trophy after clinching the series 2-1 at Head-

ingley on August 10.

— Internet photo

1s head

Atherton, who had just one
series win, against New
Zealand. in over four years in
charge, said he was delighted
for Stewart.

"I'm part of the team and,
really, that is all that matters,”
said the opener.

"Stewie has had immediate
success and I'm absolutely de-

lighted for him. I've had a solid
series with the bat and averaged
50. so I've contributed. But it
was a team effort.”

English bookmakers on
Monday shortened England's
odds at regaining the Ashes to
5-1 on the back of their series
win. Australia are still firm
favourites at 11-4 on.

Stewart admitted to a sleep-
less night before the final
morning with both sides believ-
ing that victory was possible
with South Africa needing 34
runs to win with two wickets in
hand.

"I told everyone to have a
ood night's sleep after the
ourth day's play although I
didn't quite manage that my-
self," he said.

"There wasn't much of a
team talk before play -- 1 just
said we'd like to take two wick-
ets for less than 34 runs to win

the :

'%??ti‘ied to treat it as a nor-
mal day's test cricket but obvi-
ously it was difficult knowing
what was at stake. We had so
many heroes in the

ame... Mark Butcher, Nasser

ussain, Gus Fraser, Goughie
and Corkie. They all turned in
brilliant performances " Stew-
art said.

Stewart and South Africa's
captain Hansie Cronje a
that that the final two days of
the third test at Old Trallord
had changed the course of the
series with England batting for
over 12 hours in their second
innings to save the match after
following on.

Stewart scored 164 in that
innings and off-spinner Robert
Croft, discarded for the last two
Tests, survived the final three
hours.

"We called Robert on the
mobile phone from the dres
room to share the victory with
him. That was where our sum-
mer turned around. If we'd lost
that, which seemed likely, we
couldn't have won the series,”
Stewart said.

Cronje said he was disap-

" pointed. although he did not

make excuses and praised Eng-
land for fighting back after
falling behind 1-0 with only
two Tests to go.

"We did not take our chances
at Old Trafford when we
couldn't take the last wicket...
We had opportunities to wrap
the series up and we didn't take
them,"” Cronje said.



