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Taliban capture another town

KABUL, Aug 11: The Taliban
militia captured another stra-
tegic town in northern Af-
ghanistan today, continuing
advances following the capture
of the bgesl city in the north,
reports AP.

The Taliban captured Talo-
gan, located some 250 kilome-
ters north of Kabul, after a brief
battle, said spokesman Abdul
Hay Muttayn from Taliban mil-
itary headquarters in the
southern city of Kandahar. Op-
gusitiun spokesman Zahbet

aly confirmed the city had

fallen, saying his forces re-
treated about 20 kilometers
east.

The fighting is over now and
* Taliban fully controls the city,”
he said. Talogan is the capital
of Takhar province, a strong-
hold of powerful anti-Taliban
commander Ahmed Shah
Masood.

The Taliban said their early
morning assault on Talogan
easily smashed the opposition's
front line. But opposition
spokesman Saly said the fight-
ing raged all night and casual-
ties were high on both sides.

Earlier today, Taliban
sources said an ally of Ma-
sood’'s, former prime minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, had

been shot and killed in Takhar
province, but had no details.

But Hekmatyar's son-in-law
Ghairad Baheer said the report
was "baseless.”

"l just spoke to him about

...........
............

L
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five minutes ago. He's fine, he's
energetic as always,” Baheer
said in Islamabad, capital of
neighbouring Pakistan.
Hekmatyar fled to neigh-
bouring Iran after the Taliban
ousted his government from
Kabul in September 1996, but he

Munna murder in Sylhet:
All accused acquitted

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 11: All the 15
accused in the sensational
murder case of JCD leader
Enamul Haque Munna were ac-
quitted of the charges by the
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge, Sylhet yesterday.

The prosecution case in brief
is that the then General Secre-
tary of the Sylhet town unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal came
under a gang attack in his house
at Kumarpara area in Sylhet
town at 11 am on November 4,
1994,

The attackers beat him up,
stabbed him severely and, at
one stage, Munna was shot dead
in his bedroom.

The attackers managed to
escape after the killing. A case
was lodged with Kotwali thana

in this connection. After inves-
tigations, police submitted
chargesheet against 15, all of
whom are leaders and workers
of Sylhet unit of JCD.

The court, after examining
all the records and witnesses,
acquitted all the accused in ab-
sence of adequate evidence, the
judgement said.

The acquitted are: Shamsuz-
zaman Zaman, Habibur Rah-
man Habib, Mostafa Kamal
Pasha Moudud, Ajmal Bakht
Sadeque, Najibur Rahman Na-
jib, Rezaul Karim Nachan, Ali
Ahmed, Emdad Heossain Tipu,
Mifta Siddiqui, Main Uddin
Sohel, Mofajjal Hossain Bul-
bul. Anwar Hossain, Halimur
Rashid, Jakir Hossain, and
Shamsul [slam.

From Page 1

yesterday this correspondent
saw more than 600 patients in-
cluding women and children,
mostly from flood affected ar-
eas on the outskirts of the city.

Officials at the hospital
noted that usually a little over
200 patients are treated at the
hospital per day. "The rush of
patients over the last two weeks
is an unprecedented experience
for us at this hospital," a doctor
said.

A guard at the hospital en-
trance said, "this morning, pa-
tients started arriving here al-
most every five minutes."

The mother of an 11-month
old baby from Pagla said, "I
came here after my daughter
started vomiting and' having
bowl movements.”

Most of the patients were
coming from areas like Jurain,
Jatrabari, Goran, Mirpur, Mo-
hammadpur, Badda, Bashabo
and Keraniganj.

Health directorate officials
said nine medical teams were
helping Dhaka City Corpora-
tion to combat the diarrohea
epidemic. But reports from the
flood-hit city outskirts say that
the cases ol diarrhoea were in-
creasing -E'«-"El'i{da}f.

Meanwhile, more than
62,000 ple in the 37 flood-af-
fected districts in the country

Trader killed

From Page ]

them up.

The victim was identified as
Gupl, 22, a cloth trader in the
city's Islampur area.

Police arrested the two and
admitted them to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital under
police custody.

Relatives of the victim al-
leged that Gupi was killed fol-
lowing a feud with one Mintu,

The assailants attacked Gupi
with sharp weapons while he
was walking on a road at Mir
Hazibagh area at about 6 pm.

The killers stabbed Gupi in
his chest and tried to escape the
scene running. Local people
chased the killers and were able
to catch Kamal and Babul.

Gupi was taken to the DMCH
im iately where the attend-
ing doctors declared him dead.

The body was sent to DMCH
morgue for autopsy.

Assets of police
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others, the home secretary
and the IGP.

Some police officials, talk-
ing to The Daily Star, wondered

such a directive was issued.

As government officials, we
submit the return of our tax,
wealth and p rty every year,
like officials of different other
cadres,” a senior police official
claimed.

When contacted last wt
the home minister decli to
make any comment on the is-
sue,

Rush at ICDDR,B

were attacked with diarrhoea
since July 15 and 40 of them
died so far.

"Though the outbreak of the
disease is of great concern, in
terms of case fatality rate (CFR)
the situation is not yet alarm-
ing in the country.” Director
General of Heailth Services AKM
Nurul Anwar teold The Daily
Star yesterday.

He said, "To combal any
emerFenc . we have adequate
supply of medicines. We have
also Furmed separate mobile
medical teams to handle any
emergency situations in differ-
ent areas.”

Official data shows that
2679 people died of diarrhoeal
diseases, out of 25 lakh attacked
with the disease from 1995 to
December 1997

According to officials, 3,473
medical teams comprisin
1,666 doctors and other staﬁ;
have been deployed in the flood
affected areas. Besides. 75 tem-
Enrary health service centres

ave been set up lo provide
treatment.

Medicines worth Tk 1.41
crore were distributed amon
the affected people since 1
July. The medicines include wa-
ter purifying pills, capsule
tetratgcline. tablet metronida-
zole, ORS, intervenous fluid and
anti-biotics, officials said.

New chairman

From Page 1

ment as health secretary will
end soon,

Dr Mirza Abdul Jalil will
continue as chairman of
Bangladesh Krishi Bank.

eanwhile, the list of direc-
tors to be appointed to the NCBs
is still awaiting the Prime
Minister's approval and is
likely to be announced soon,
the sources said.

Major rivers
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'Flood situation in the cen-
tral part of the country may de-
teriorate slightly though the
situation around Dhaka ma
remain unchanged,' the FFW
bulletin said.

The Buri%anfa at Dhaka
recorded rise by 2 cm yesterday
and was flowing 10 cm above its
red mark. The Shitalakhya at
Narayanganj recorded rise by 3
cm and was flowing 60 cm
above the danger level.

The Turag registered fall by 3
cm- at Mirpur and slightly at
Tongl. ' '

eanwhile, diarrhoea in the
flood-hit districts claimed two
more lives yesterday.

With this diarrﬁu:al death
toll in 37 flood affected districts
since July 15 rose to 40, accord-
ing to the control room in the
health ministry.

During the period, 62,389
people were also affected by the
water-borne disease while 3,485
in last 24 hours, ‘'the control
room said.

returned to help lead a fractious
coalition of anti-Taliban fac-
tions. An ally said recently he
was in Faizabad, capital of
Badakshan province in the far
northeastern corner of
Afghanistan, bordering Takhar
province.

Meanwhile Taliban said to-
day that if its fighters capture
11 missing Iranian diplomats
in Mazar-e-Sharif, they would
be tried and punished as agents
of a hostile government.

A Taliban Foreign Ministry
statement said the missing Ira-
nians face arrest because they
could not be recognised as
diplomats. The ministry said
the Taliban administration
had not been informed of their
presence in Mazar-e-Sharif.

The Taliban claim to be
holding 30 Iranians they accuse
of arming their enemies in
Mazar-e-Sharif, but say they
don't know the whereabouts of
the 11 diplomats who had been
stationed at Iran's consulate in
Mazar-e-Sharif.

ADAB team
submits

memo to PM

A delegation of the Associa-
tion of the Development Agen-
cies in Bangladesh [(ADAB)
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office ves-
terday. reports BSS.

The delegation led by its
chairperson Dr Gazi Faruque
Ahmed, submitted a memoran-
dum to the prime minister con-
taining various demands of
their association.

The members also discussed
with the prime minister the so-
cio-economic programmes be-
ing implemented by the NGOs in
the cnunu&y.

The delegation included
Shamsul Huda, Khushi Kabir,
Aroma Goon, Abdul Matin and
Shahidul Islam.

Transport strike
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Club yesterday.

The demands include re-
lease of bus driver Bani Das. ac-
cused in a murder case in con-
nection with a road accident.
Stopping of extortion from
transport workers and high-
way robbery and cancellation
of the government decision to
set up container terminals in
private sector,

"We cannot accept cases in
connection with road accidents
as murder cases. We think, all
concermned including the admin-
istration, transport owners and
citizens have responsibilities
in preventing road accidents,”
Md. Eakub Ali, General Secre-
tary of the Eastern Comimittee
of BSPSF said.

He also alleged several
BSPSF offices were forcibly
occupied by terrorists in Kha-
grachhari and Feni.

JD leaders
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aging over a dozen official vehi-
cles and ransacking the collec-
torate premises.

Among the injured were 14
JD activists, the district magis-
trate, police superintendent
Parash Saxena, Deputy Collec-
tor Nagina Sharma and five
consiables.

Twelve persons have so far
been arrested in connection
with the incident, the district
magistrate said.

hief Minister Rabri Devi
has asked the Home Secret R
K Singh and Director General of
Police, KA Jacob, to hold an on-
the-spot inquiry and submit a
report within 24 hours, offi-
clals said at Patna.

of collapse: Khaleda

BOGRA, Aug 11: BNP Chair-

person and Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia today called the
overnment "inefficient, worth-
ess and a failure” and urged the
people to join the movement
against it, re UNB.

"Although Awami League
came to power by seeking apol-
ogy for past misdeeds, but it ru-
ined the country's economy in
last two years." she told spon-
taneous gatherings at Elangi
High School, Dhunat Bazar and
Sherpur in Bogra after dis-
tributing relief among the flood
victims.

Begum Zia said mills and
factories were closed down and
the domestic market was
flooded with Indian goods due
to free import policy, making
the country dependent on oth-
ers.

Alleging chaos in the admin-
istration, she said the adminis-
tration of the Awami League

overnment has almost col-
apsed.

"None listens to this gov-
ernment. Even police do not
obey the government.” she said

adding that foreign countries
are now convinced about the in-
competence of this government.
Criticising the CHT peace ac-
cord, the Opposition Leader said
whenever Awami League comes
to power, it hands over some
parts of the country to India.
She alleged that after inde-
pendence, the Awami League
overnment handed over
rubari to India and again as-
suming power after 21 years,
this p handed over one-
tenth of Bangladesh to terror-
ists through the CHT accord.
The terrorists of Shan-
tibahini will hand over the
three hill districts to India, Be-
gum Zia said.

Gen Amin made
envoy to Jordan

The government has ap-
pointed Major General AM S A
Amin as Bangladesh's first am-
bassador to Jordan with resi-
dence in Amman, reports BSS.

Gen Amin is currently serv-
ing as the country's ambassador
to Brazil, a press release said

L

Shibir-BCL clashes
leave 8 hurt at IU

KUSHTIA, Aug 11: A series
of clashes between Pro-Awami
League Chhatra League and Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir on the Is-
lamic University campus today
left at least eight people injured,
reports UNB.

Police said the clash erupted
in the morning when a Shibir
activist Syed Ahmed, was as-
saulted allegedly by BCL men as
he tried to enter the campus
during a strike called by the

Chhatra League.
The BCL today enforced a
two-day strike at the university

rotesting what they said the

lling of BCL Sports Secretary
Khurshid Harun Mamun by
Shibir men. They alleged that
Shibir activists killed Mamun
by throwing him out from a
running bus.

As the news of attack on
Sﬁed spread across the area. the
Shibir supporters streamed out
on the streets and locked in
clashes at Sheikhpara Bazar
and near the main gate of the
campus at about 2:30 pm.

Dacoity at

Dhanmondi

By Staff Correspondent

Dacoits robbed about Tk 1.42
lakh in cash and other valu-
ables from an office of a dairy
product distributor in city's
Dhanmondi area yesterday af-
ternoorn.

The incident occurred at 3.15
pm when a gang of five armed
men came unsuspiciously, en-
tered the small office room of
M/S Ree-Ad Enterprise, dis-
tributor of Arong dairy prod-
ucts. They tied up therﬁ]ur in-
mates of the office and then ran
away with the cash and goods in
about half an hour, witnesses
said.

Just across the road, armed
police were guarding the resi-
dence of Finance Minister S A
M S Kibria.

Four persons, including the
owner ol the business Zahid
Hasan Rana, were sitting inside
the room at that time. The
strangers asked the four that
they were looking for one
Shahidul, police added.

The robbers took away Tk
1.41,800 an a wrist watch worth
about Tk 4,000 at gunpoint and
left the office after the half-an-
hour operation,

During the clashes, both the
groups chased each other, ex-
ploded crackers and ransacked
several vehicles. Shibir activist
Hasanul Banna alias Chapal
and six passers-by were injured
in the clash.

Of the injured, Syed Ahmed
was admitted to the university
medical centre while Banna to
Jhenidah hospital. ;

A heavy contingent of police
was deployed on the campus
and its adjacent areas as ten-
sion was running high there.

Meanwhile, classes and
administrative work of the
university could not be held to-
day due to the BCL-called strike.

Later in the afternoon,
Shibir held a press conference
and denied the allegation that
they killed Mamun. They called
for forming an enquiry com-
mittee to probe the incident.

Provosts urged to
submit reports
on situation at

DU halls in 2 days

By DU Correspondent

The Provosts’ Standing Co-
mmittee of Dhaka University
yesterday urged the provosts of
all residential halls to submit
reports on the situation at
dormitories within two days,
says a DU press release.

The committee that met on
the day also urged the authori-
ties of halls to gearup inspec-
tion activities at the dormito-
ries and instantly solve the
problems detected by them.

The meeting, chaired by Vice
Chancellor Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury, observed that press
reports which said there are
terrorists in DU halls and that
armed men take food free of
cost not give the actual picture
of the situation.

The meeting, however, ad-
mitted that some untoward in-
cidents took place in the dormi-
tories recently, creating some
disorder.

Meanwhile, the Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers’ Association
(DUTA), in a statement, con-
demned 'the incident of humili-
ating the provost of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man Hall and demanded exem-

plary punishment of those in-
volved.

Hekmatyar shot dead? | Administration on verge |

|
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Steps taken to
face post-flood
situation: PM

KASHIPUR, (Narayan an{]l.
Aug 11: Prime Minister Sheik
Hasina today invited the flood
hit areas of the district, dis-
tributed relief among the vic-
tims and assured them of all
possible help, reports UNB,

"We have come to stand be-
side you, we are always with you
and will remain so in future,"
she told the flood-hit people
and apprised them of her gov-
ernmernt’s extensive programme

{{_JI!' tackling the post-food situa-
ion.

She said the government
will rehabilitate the flood-af-
fected people, repair the dam-
aged schools, colleges, roads
and bridges and take steps to
face aftermath of flood.

Hasina started her journey
by a speed boat from Pagla and
wenl to remote areas includi
Baktabali Bazar, Alirtek an
Char Narasinghpur in Ka-
shipur.

The Prime Minister, during
the over-three-hour visit, dis-
tributed relief materials among
the flood affected people. The
relief included, rice, chira,
lungi, saree and cash money.

DSE trading
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bulk stocks ol such companies
as ACl. Alltex Industries and
Apex Tannery against only two
sell offer of Padma Textile and
Beximco Synthetics.

As the prices of shares in
large blocks are lower than
normal, some dealers were try-
ing to buy them with intentions
to sell them later at a higher
price after converting the large
scrips into market lot shares,
traders and market operators
said.

The day was also marked by
a huge turnover in the odd lot
market. There were 45 deals of
some 21 issues worth Tk 8.53
lakh. Traders said many in-
vestors were (rying to convert

their odd lot scrips to market
lot scrips.

RU clash
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in a clash todav.

The injured student leaders
belonging to 'Shafiq group’ were
admitted to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.

Campus sources sald Shalig
an his associates were beaten up
severely by the activists of the
rival 'Pintu ﬁmup' yesterday
night while they were coming
from Binodpur.

The clash erupted when a
member of Shafiq group was
beaten by one Rintu of Pintu
group' Saturday.

Tension is heightening on
the campus.

AC Akram
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the murder case.
Besides, the investigators
also interrogated five persons

- who were in DB custody where

Rubel locked up on July 23. The
five were identified as Asiful
Bari, Ripon Miah, Mozammel
Huque, Mamun Sirajul Majid
and Belayet Hossain, sources
concerned said.

At least two of the five were
in the DB lock-up when Rubel
was taken there in the after-
noon, CID sources said.

An official hoped last night
that they would be able to ques-
tion some 20 of the 46 people
taken into the DB lock-up on
July 23,

eanwhile, the judicial
commission probing the Rubel
murder yesterday asked the DB
to submit a list of people taken
into DB custody in the first
three months of this year,

Besides, journalist Igbal
Sobhan Chowdhury gave his
opinion before the commission
yesterday.

Sangu gas: Consumption and payment
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be even greater as Petrobangla
would have to reduce its cheaper
gas production to accommodate
the costlier gas from Sangu as
per the contract.

The government is facing
difficulties regarding payment
for Sangu gas in US dollars.
Cairn last month submitted its
first bill of 1.7 million dollars
for use of Sangu's gas for 22
days at the rate of 60 mmecfd
and Petrobangla will pass this
bill to the Finance Ministry for
payment.

The Finance Ministry ap-
rehends difficulty in paying
or the gas as it would put pres-
sure on the foreign currency re-
serve.

Cairn is aware about the
poor state of the gas infrastruc-
ture and about the government's
payment system. But it is opti-

mistic about improvement of
the consumption scenario, said
company officials Richard
Heaton and Simon J Thomson.
They believe that Sangu'segau
was actually cheap compared to
the international gas price.
Cairn was committed to provide
160 million cubic feet of gas per
day (mmcfd) from country's
first off-shore gasfield to the
national grid from late April
under a Gas Sales ment.
But due to technical problems,
it started supplying mmcfd
from June 8.
The performance of the
Sangu system, which includes
four operational wells, a 48-km

pipeline and a gas processing
plant at Chillimpur, remains
satisfactory. But Petrobangla
sources said that the supply was
interrupted several times in the
first month due to technical
problems. During the month of
June, lost about 48 hours
of production because of such
problems.

While admitting that there
were some problems, Richard
Heaton said that Sangu lost
much less than 48 production-
hours.

While Cairn got the credit for
completing development of the
off-shore Sangu gasfield in
record time of two years, it also
faced a major confrontation
from Petrobangla over an in-
flated et.

When Cairn started develo
ing Sangu in early 1996, the
government approved a budget
of 178 million dollars submit-
ted by the British company. The
budget was revised three times
before the final approval.

In late 1997, Cairn came
back to Petrobangla with a re-
vised budget of 264 million
dollars. The budget was revised
as Cairn had changed the con-
figuration of the Chillimpur
Gas Processing Plant, the
{:lpehnc and other systems. Af-
er an initial argument with
Petrobangla over some “false
expenditures”, Cairn again re-
vised the budget and came back
with an outline of 247 million
dollars.

Ever since, Cairn remained

firm on its revised budget say-
ing that its original budget was
prepared on ‘'wrong assessment’.
On the other hand, Petrobangla
is not showing much interest to
conduct further negotiation
over the issue,

The budget hike, when ap-
proved, will have a negative
impact on the profitability of
Bangladesh's share of gas as
Cairn would repatriate the full
amount in seven years from gas
sales to the government.

Petrobangla sources further
said that Caim could have had
easily kept the budget limited
within 178 million dollars il it
had not changed the pipeline
and gas processing plant con-
figurations.

"Cairn did not even discuss
these issues with Petrobangla.
The pipeline they have in-
stalled now has a capacity to
supply 500 mmecfd gas and the
E&“;ﬁﬁ plant can handle

." said a source.

The approved budget aimed

at setting up of pipeline and

processing plant ha capac-
ities to handle at least 100 mm-
cfd less gas.

Simon J Thomson told The
Daily Star that Cairn did not
change the configuration but
did the right thing. "The PSC
tells us that we should create a
system that should be more ac-
commodative than required. We
went by the PSC," he sald. "This
was done considering future
prospects.”

ituated 1.5 km off the Chit-

tagong City Gate Petrobangla
Gas Terminal, which will act as
the entry point of Sangu's gas to
the national grid, ﬁxe éhlll-
impur Gas Processing Plant is a
huge project which was built at
a record time of 15 months.

The initially approved bud-
et of 178 million dollars for
angu included a 25 million

dollars contingency budget.

Petrobangla sources said that

the actual reason for such an

"uncontrolled” budget was in-

volvement of Cairn's 25 per cent

artner in Sangu, Brown and
ts company.

“Typically, a partner does
not undertake the task of a
contractor. In Sangu, Brown
and Roots — a company many
times bigger than Cairn — was
the contractor for setting up the
pipeline, platformm and the pro-
cessing plant. As a result,
Brown and Roots is controlling
every aspect of the gasfield al-
though Cairn is the operator."
said a source,

"In such situations, we have
reasons to believe that Cairn is
not in control of the budget,” the
source noted,

Richard Heaton, however,
denies that Brown and Roots is
controlling the gasfield. "It will
not impose over- diture on
the ect. Because it is not

rofitable for it. The increase of

udget means lesser profit for
Cairn and its partners. There-
fore, the question does not arise
that Brown and Roots imposed
the budget hike.”

Bangabandhu Murder Case

Arguments begin today

Arguments in the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case will begin

‘at the District and Sessions

Judge Court in the city today,
reports UNB.

Special Public Prosecutor
Advocate Serajul Huq will open
the argument to establish the
involvement of the 19 charge-
sheeted accused in the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family mem-
bers on August 15, 1975.

After the completion of
cross-examination of 61 prose-
cution witnesses that took
about a year, the case now
reached the final stage.

The court is expected to de-
liver the historic I]udgerne:nt in
the case on completion of argu-
ments by the prosecution and
defence lawyers.

On August 5, all the five ar-
rested accused in the case
pleaded not guilty in the trial
court of District and Sessions
Judge Kazi Golam Rasul.

Two drown 1n
Crescent Lake

boat capsize
By Staff Correspondent

An Army officer and a stu-
dent of Eden Girls' College
drowned when their boat cap-
sized in the Crescent Lake near
the Jatiya Sangsad complex
Monday night. police said yes-
terday.

Police identified the dead as
Capt Khurshid Ali of Army En-
Elnecring Core and Nushrat Ja-

an Sonia, a third year student

of the college.
The incident took place
when Khurshid, son ol SM

Alim, and Nushrat, daughter of
Obaidullah Pintu, were ting
in the lake at about 8 pm.

Khurshid was rowing the
boat. Suddenly their boat over-
turned and both of them
drowned, police said.

Local people, police and
divers of fire brigade recover
the bodies after a search for
about two hours. The bodies
were handed over to the fami-
lies of the victims yesterday.

An unnatural death case was
filed with Tejgaon thana in this
regard.

Ershad's remark
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Ershad's statement also "as-
sails the very foundation on
which the Supreme Court is
functioning today as one of the
pillars of the Constitution,” it
said.

The leading legal experts
also drew the attention of the
Chief Justice of Bangladesh "for
his kind consideration and ap-
propriate directions” in this re-
gard.

Signatories to the statement
included Syed Ishtiag Ahmed,
Dr Kamal Hossain. Nazmul
Huda. Habibul Islam Bhuiyan,
Kazi Gholam Mahboob, Shau-
kat Ali Khan, Subrata Chow-
dhury, Uzair Farook, SS Hal-
der, Shafique Ahmed. Rokan-
uddin ahmud and M
Hafizullah.

Earlier, the judge asked the
arrested accused on the dock
whether they have anything to
say, after reading out the
charges against them.

e arrested accused are: Lt
Col (retd) Syed Farook Rahman,
Lt Col (retd) Sultan Shahriyar
Rashid Khan, Lt Col (retd)
Muhiuddin Ahmed, Hony Capt
(retd) Abdul Wahab Joardar and
former state minister for in-
formation Taheruddin Thakur.

About other 14 absconding
accused, the court said allega-
tions against them have also
prepared and asked the state ap-

ointed defence lawyers to col-
ect those from court to set ar-
guments for their clients.

Health Secy

Fromn Pade 1
the prime minister and com-
plained about their problems
with some secretaries they
found 'difficult’ to work with.

A group of secretaries, who
met informally after a meeting
on cnmﬁuterisatinn of budget,
also took up the issue on Sun-
day.

They reportedly took note of
what they deemed as interfer-
ence by ministers and main-
tained that lack of working re-
lations would only widen the
gap between ministers and offi-
cials.

Earlier some of them met Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, a
former secret and now state
minister for planning to air
their grievances.

They were advised by him
not take any hasty decision.

The prime minister had re-
portedly told all sides to put
aside their differences and
work in harmony to make the
administration amic.

Mohammad Ali's two-vear
contract service expires on
September 9,

Drug dealers

From Page 1

local geopte said Ripon-Suruj
gang had beaten her son. But
they could not say where he
was. Later she heard that a body
of a boy was l_ﬁ_ilng at
Bangladesh ground. There she
heard that police had already
taken the body to Mitford hos-
ital. She found his body at the
10spital morgue.

She hu;;lﬁi al}{:r son at Azim-

ur %ra er aul?sy.

2 :ticglay in filing the case
was due to harassment and
constant threat to her, she said.
Some lawyers have agreed to
help her in the case. But she
said she is feeling insecure be-
cause the drug dealers are very
"powerful’.

Even though the Magistrate
accepted the case and ordered
the of Kotwali thana to in-
vestigate it, Anwara Begum said
she is afraid of the gang and is
feeling insecure.

When contacted. Sohrab
Hossain. a sub-inspector of
Kotwali thana said vesterday
that they filed an unnatural
death case after recovering the
body. But he could not say if
they would file a murder case
after receiving the autopsy re-
port.

"The OC and the investiga-
tion oflicer knows. They are not
available now."” Sohrab said.
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BANGLADESH SHILPA

RIN SANGSTHA

Head Office
BIWTA Bhaban
141-143, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
Sub: Dividend on first BSRS Mutual
Fund for the year 1997-98 &
Notice of Book Closure.

The Board of Directors of Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha at its meeting held on
10th August, 1998 approved Dividend on
the FIRST BSRS MUTUAL FUND for the
year ended 30th June, 1998 at the rate of
Tk 8.00 (eight) per certificate of Tk 100

each.

Dividend would be paid to the certificate
holders whose names would appear in the
Register of Certificate Holders as on 25th

August, 1998.

The Register of Transfer of Certificates of
Mutual Fund will remain closed from the
26th August, 1998 to 4th September, 1998

(both days inclusive).

By order of the Board

Imran Hossain
Secretary
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