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| Economy at Turning Point
- The World Bank's assessment that Bangladesh
‘economy is finally poised to break out of the low
* cycle has heartened us. But as we zero in on
‘the factors that contributed to this positive out-
look, we cannot help thinking that it would really
take some doing to sustain it, particularly to a
point where a seven per cent growth would be guar-
anteed by the five-year plan period.

. There has been a greater proportion of fortuitous
Tivaucnts than conscious steps on the part of the
government behind this upward growth curve. In
other words, potential variables remain in the sit-
uation which, if not consciously averted by all
concerned, might well set the clock of progress
back. For instance, 'the return of political stability
and relatively lower incidence of disruptions in
Chittagong port operations' have made a difference
from the past, according to the WB economic up-
date under reference. Short spells of normalcy
have done this good.

We have been putting out impassioned calls from
time to time to exclude the national economy en-
tirely from the clutch of hartal and reach a point
where the ruling party and the opposition will
have signed an accord to abjure it completely. As if
to force us on the downhill, the Chittagong port
which has earned the sobriquet of a trade
unionised den of local political rivalries, is itching
all the time to shutter down.

. One big damper for productivity and progress is
the erratic power supply which must be radically
improved if we are to meet the growth targets.

. -The financial sector creaks under the weight of
big loan default both in the private and public sec-
tors. The decline in government borrowing is a
positive feature but again reduced broad money
supply is indicative of a credit squeeze on the pri-
vate sector.

. With our taka value appreciating as against the
currencies of our competitors in the world market
it might be difficult to sustain the marked export
growth we have achieved lately. But we ought to do
better with import of goods that bolster invest-
ments. The thrust areas are thus identified for ac-
tion, now it is for the government to put its shoul-
ders to the wheel.

Stasis at Ctg Port

. Caught in a welter of disruptive programmes
through the year Chittagong Port has experienced
another round of trouble yesterday and, we are
afraid, if the government does not show firm de-
termination and a hard face, problems might just
spill over. Coalition of 22 Trade Union bodies of
the port employees staged a four-hour strike as a
protépty jdgainst © governmeht's ‘perissjon to an - |
Ameficah consortium for setting'up private con-
tainer terminals at Chittagong and Dhaka. The TU
leaders have announced a nine-hour work-absten-
tion for August 26 if the green signal to Stevedoring
Services of America is not withdrawn. We are
afraid, the attitude of TU leaders in matters like
these is hardly any better than that of the dog in a

manger. They won't work and they won't let others
work. If anything the arrival of private sector in

the port operations threatens their vicelike grip
on the port which has proved to be a dripping roast
for them.

We feel the government would make a mistake if
it pulls its horns in the face of the tantrums
thrown by the TUs. It has decided to do something
to rid the port of its baggage of problems and it
should stick to its guns. No political consideration,
however expedient, should come between the party
in power and its keenness for curing the premier
port of the country from a plague that has come to
devitalise it for years. At the same time it should
spare no efforts to calm the fears in the mind of the
port workers and employees that the coming of the
private sector does not necessarily mean a curse in
their life. That the American consortium will,
contrary to the port workers' apprehension, gener-
ate employment opportunities for them, should be
got across to the workers as loudly and clearly as
possible. Given the culture in our politics and the
many fathoms deep the negative tradition of TU
has struck roots, it is not going to be an easy mix-
ture. Still the government has to do it.

Double Punishment

Perhaps the days of complacent unconcern
about Kala Azar is over with reports of a spurt in
its incidence in Shahjadpur. A national daily re-
port claimed on Tuesday that there was hardly a
family in the area unaffected by it.

:: Nothing hurts a peasant family more than a

Rgss of cattle. Families are known to have been ru-

@ed for the loss just of one or two cattleheads, The

gjsant is protective of his cattle as a tigress is of
cubs.

% With water submerging everything for miles and
miles, the cow-lifting gangs find it easy to come in
strength by boat and break into goals and bathans.
Shahjadpur is an area where quality breeds of cat-
tle are husbanded, traditionally and methodically.
Each Shahjadur cattlehead fetches a hefty price.

All gangs in the neighbouring districts have a
greedy eye on the cows of the area.

.- How to fail these gangs? The peasant and his
men have to sleep with the cows and this has
proven an effective deterrent. Well, the cows are
saved but not quite the men. The rotting water and
§tinking filth of the cowshed is ideal breeding
ground for the Kala Azar carrying flies. And the
guards get their disease from them. Unfailingly.

It cannot be that the police do not know about
the gangs. Goru-chores are professionals infamous
throughout a region. If only these could effec-
tively be chased and caught, Shahjadpur peasants

gould be spared double punishment: Kala Azar and
loss of cattle.

HOW me the person, I will
Sshuw ou the rules. In
Bangladesh today,
application of law will depend

on the individual concerned. We

therefore no longer live in a
decent society where no one
should be above the law. From
the Prime Minister down to the
municipal sweeper, one and all,
must face the same law of the
land; administered through the
same due without any
fear or favour. This has never
been the case since fear and
favour continued to vitiate the
system of governance of the
country.

This is the biggest crisis that
we face today. There is no rule
of law. Its application is highly
discriminatory depending on

who is who in our impoverished
soclety.

The present day system of
law, its enforcement and the
Hrﬂccau of adjudication were

rst instituted during the
colonial period way back in
19th century. The basic set of
laws were laid down in the pe-
nal code, criminal procedure
code and the civil procedure
code. Police administration
with thana as the basic unit of
management, the magistracy
be at the sub-division or
sub-district level and the judi-
ciary at the district level were
all established for maintenance
of law and order and adminis-
tration of justice. Not that it
was a perfect system but work-
able institutions were developed
which outlasted the colonial
period.

Within the limitations and
severity of the colonial rule, the
basic conditions of a decent so-
ciety was established no doubt
since lawlessness was the ex-

Towards a Decent Society

Law and order is a priority issue before the nation. It is now more important than poverty alleviation since
without the foundation of the rule of law and a relatively crime free society, the social

ception rather than the rule
justice prevailed in case ut’afﬁ?
act of crime. No body ever heard
of notorious criminals after
committing rape, murder or
robbery moving about freely
without any fear. Such crimi-
nals were not patronized by
colonial rulers nor the police
suffered from any handicap in
taking action against them.
Rule of mastans did not prevail
and shopkeepers did not pa
protection money to survive, Of
course there was corruption but
those were mostly confined to
lower echelons of the govern-
ment. Basically, the police and
the magistracy . within the
ambit of the law, were free to
exercise their authority and
therefore had the capacity to
live up to the ctations.

Since Pakistan time, there
has been severe erosion of the
authority of the law :nfurein%
agencies, Political patronage o
criminals led to compromise
with the law. Not only that, in-
stead of law and order duties,
]:voli::e and magistracy were uti-
ized for direct political pur-
poses. One infamous Governor
of East Pakistan used to be in
direct contact with thana police
officials in order to ensure sup-
port for the Master (not friend)
of the Nation.

Unfortunately, the ignoble
trends not only continued but
were reinforced after 1971. Spe-
cial armed forces were created
to eliminate political oppo-
nents. Thugs and hoodlums
were engaged to dominate the

students politics in educational
institutions, trade unions and
in constituencies for election.
The disastrous consequences
are all there to see. Politics to-
day is dominated by money and
muscle. In fact, money only
may be sufficient since muscle
is a marketable commodity to-
day and with sufficient finan-
cial resources, the big and the
influential politicians can cor-
ner the entire market of profes-
sional gunmen, trouble makers
and slo mongers of a par-
ticular locality. :

ﬁmgeﬁnrthemmumwo&;echvﬂcmmbemahz@_

A8 a consequence, law
breakers, law makers and pro-
tectors of law have all joined
hands fishing in the dirty wa-
ters of the ng indecent so-
ciety. There has been an unique
cunv:r%enn: of selfish interest
of the three groups. They are
fast becoming one and the
same; while, the society as a
whole is reaching the high
point of indecency.

I recall more than 30 years
back, 1 was SDO Cox's Bazar
and one evening at Teknal Rest

House , the Officer in Charge of

—

Window on Asia

olice have therefore

The p
been truncated of its lawful au-
thority. The arrest of a hard-

ened criminal can easily be nul-
lified by a simple telephone call
from a political hifwig Why
then the police should be active
in apprehending criminals? On
the other hand, police or the
magistrates are also no saint.
After all, they must get their
salaries at the end of the
month. Other sources of income
should also be protected since
the meager salary is not enough
even to meet the high cost of
private coaching for the school
oing children of either the po-
ice or the magistrates.

Teknaf Thana came to me with
a Bangla novel (Tithidoor, Bud-
dhadev Bose) for me to read and
pass the boring evening alone
in the rest house. It was not
only an admirable gesture, it
proved that the police officer
was a highly sensitive person. |
came to know that he was an
avid reader of Bengali literature
and had the ambition to become
a novelist based on his experi-
ence as a police officer. 1
strongly felt at that time and
still feel today that police offi-
cers with such interest and
background is what we need to
take care of the interest of the
common man. However, the en-

vironment has c d due to

evil influences ond and
outside the Iawﬁ:lbgﬂthnrlg. I

do not know out of few hun

station house officers of today,
how many are acquainted with
Buddhadev Bose. Perhaps if
they were, they wouldn't last in

the police service of today.
e prestige, honour and.
most important, authority of

the police as a force and as a
significantly important insti-
tution of the nation need to be
fully restored. The administra-
tion of a police station and
management of law and order
within its jurisdiction evolved
through more than two cen-
turies of continuous practice. It
developed as a powerful store-

house of information on crimes
and criminals. It is the only ol-

fice of the government which
even at the remotest corner of
the country, is always kept open
— 24 hours, 365 days a year.
Provided there are sufficient
forces, there is no undue inter-
ference from above and if prop-
erly recruited and trained ofti-
cers (recall my role model SHO
of Teknaf thana) are in charge
of police stations, we would
make a definite progress to-
wards a decent society within a
short time.

At present, the system of
punishment has fallen into
disuse while there is no reward
for achievernents by any public
servant whatsoever. At the
same time, tell me who does not
crave for an apartment in
Dhaka ? Why not reward the

station house officers with an
apartment for achieving crime
free thanas? | am sure it would
be a worthwhile expenditure.

The next important consid-
eration is the quality of magis-
trates and police -magistracy
cooperation. It begins with the
relationship between SP and
the DM goes down to thana
magistrate and station house
officer. They should be like two
sides of the same coin, if crime
prevention should become an
important business of the gov-
ernment.

The Rubel murder is the
symptom of a deep seated
malaise which had its origin
long time back. The continued
march towards an indecent so-
ciety must be prevented. There
cannot be change of guards. We
need a change of damagin

ractices and procedures whic

ave thoroughly tarnished the
basic system of m ement of
law order as well as dispen-
sation of justice. Law and order
is a priority issue before the na-
tion. It is now more important
than poverty alleviation since
without the foundation of the
rule of law and a relatively
crime free society, the social
targets or the economic objec-
tives cannot be realized.

In fact, the dichotomy be-
tween law and order on the one
hand and development admin-
istration on the other is essen-
tially superfluous. Role of the
District Magistrate is perhaps

more important than the
Deputy Commissioner as the
chief development coordinator

of a district. Without law and
order, development adminis-
tration must inevitably fall

apart.

Kashmir Dispute: Democratic Traditions in Peril ?

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid
Both Indian and Pakistani leaders carry a heavy burden of responsibility to find a mechanism to resolve the

thorny issue of Kashmir. This is needed more in the context of present border skirmishes along the cease-fire
line. Kashmiris ought to be given the opportunity to exercise their democratic and human rights in a free and

HE Kashmir dispute, to
T put simply, relates to a

claim by Pakistan that
Kashmir, being a Muslim
dominated territory, should
accede to Pakistan as British
India was partitioned in 1947
on the basis of religion — Hindu
and Muslim. When the Hindu
ruler ceded Kashmir to India ,
an uprising among the
Muslim's erupted ( India claims
that the uprising was prompted
by Pakistan) and a short war
broke out between India and
Pakistan in 1948. The UN bro-
kered a cease fire between the
two countries and a UN resolu-
tion was adopted to hold a
plebiscite to allow Kashmiris to
decide their own future. India
has yet to hold the plebiscite in
Kashmir.

India claims to be the largest
democratic country in the
worid and it gives credit to Asia
of being so . India is the key

layer in the Non-Aligned
ovement and dts first Prime

#MM{sltr was ' one of the

founders of this Movement dur-
ing the cold war period. India
can take pride that it has
opened its arms to accept the
refugees from many countries.
Indian leader, such as Mahatma
Gandhi , is respected for his
advocacy of non-violence
throughout the world. Nobel
laureate Rabindranath Tagore
is admired worldwide for his
contribution in literature.

With such credentials,
10NS n?&*n as -1!1 are : wh

aquies
cluc:s- India want to keep the
Kashmir territory defying the
world opinfon ? why is there so
much India's opposition to hold
a plebiscite in Kashmir ?

There are number of rea-
sons. in my view, which propel
India to embark on a self-de-

feating policy for the last 50
years.

Lthie

fair environment.

First, Kashmir territory has
sentimental attachment to the
first Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. His ances-
tors were known to hail from
Kashmir and there is a view
that he wanted to keep Kashmir
within Indian Union. History
tells us that the decision of the
accession of Kashmir by the
Hindu ruler to Indian Union
was only a temporary step and
Lord Mountbatten, the Gover-
nor-General of Indian Union,
accepted it on that condition.
To him, it was quite logical that
the ple of Muslim dominated
Kashmir would be given the
right of self-determination,to

- decide its future:

It is jhferesting 'to point out
that "Heﬂémn nf%he POMuslim
ruler (Nizam) of Hyderabad
state to remain independent of
India and Pakistan was not ac-
cepted by India while it ac-
cepted the decision of the ruler
of Kashmir. A view prevails
that this reflects India's dou-
ble-standards policy .

Secondlv. India reneged on
it i
mid 50s Pakistan joined the
SEATO ( South East Asia Treaty
GrFanlsatian] and Baghdad
military pacts with the US. In-
dia argued that Pakistan, by
joining the military pacts, ‘was
in serious breach of the condi-
tions under which plebiscite
was accepted bﬁeindla. By be-
coming a member of military
alliances, Pakistan had
changed the circumstances ex-

isting at the time of India's un-
dertaking to hold a plebiscite..
To support this proposition. In-
dia was reported to have in-
voked the legal principle of re-
bus sic stantibus whereby a
party could terminate a com-
mitment or undertaking if
there was a change of funda-
mental circumstances ( as codi-
fied in Article 62 of the 1969 Vi-
enna Law of the Treaties). It is
arguable whether Pakistan's
joining the military alliances
with the US constituted “the
fundamental change" of cir-
cumstances that underpinned

the agreement to hold the

plebiscite. The majority view
among the legal rts-appears
to be that India’s position is
misconceived and it could not
rest its case on this legal prin-
ciple.

Thirdly, India argues that
the Kashmiris were given many
times the opportunity to decide
their future in the elections
conducted by the Indian gov-
ermmment. Since they had c-
ipated in the elections. there is
no need for a plebiscite to allow
the Kashmiris to decide their
own future. India that by
holding the elections in Kash-
mir the UN resolution was im-
plemented. This position ap-
pears to be flawed since no third
party supervised the elections
and further the p se of elec-
tions that were held by Indian
administration was not to de-
cide the future of the status of
Kashmir. Furthermore the
elections were held only in In-

Hopeless banking

Sir, | wish to express my
dismay and shock at the recent
happening at the branches of
Sonali Bank in London. They
are a disgrace to the nation in
particular and banking sector
in general.

ecent newspaper reports
indicate that saniuﬁﬂ'lcia%: of
Sonali Bank and Bangladesh
Bank during their recent visit
to London failed to convince the

Bank of England to give a fres
lease of life to a bank that I'aile}c}

to live up to the minimum stan-
dard required for operating in
a developed country. Before
cancelling the banking licence
to operate in the UK the Bank of
England has repeatedly asked
them to improve its banking
operations and efficiency but
no attention was paid to this.
Ultimately Bank of England
was left with no option but to
cancel the banking licences of
all six Sonali B branches
in the UK.

We therefore strongly feel
that a bank that has brought
disrepute to the country and
country's banking should not
be allowed to function in any
fnrciﬁ;x country, All their for-
eign branches must be closed
forthwith to save us from such
embarrassment and also save
the nation from Iincurring

losses in foreign currency

which it can ill afford.

Salahuddin Ahmed

75, Indira Road, Dhaka-1215q
SOFA

Sir, After going through the

letters published in the DS on

SOFA and after mulling over

the matter for some time | have

come to the conclusion that we
should have signed the Status of
Forces Agreement not only for
humanitarian reasons but also
taking into account national
security concerns. Recently In-
dia and Pakistan became nu-
clear-weapons states and are
now almost in a war-like situa-
tion. Also the recent efforts by
the Maharastra government to
folst Indian citizens on our
shoulder a matter of concern.

into account our
security and

na-
India's

Taking
tional
hegemonistic attitude towards

us, signing the SOFA agreement
would have allayed our fears of
an Indian invasion of
Bangladesh. India would never
dare to attack our country or to
foist its citizens on our country
if there were American soldiers
on our soil to assist us.
Another thing we can do is
o for a Regional Military
realy among the governments
of Bangladesh, Pakistan and
China. This treaty should state
that if India attacks any of the
signatory countries the others
will declare war on India. This
policy is called the policy of
containment.

Mohammed Shoib
16/A Kalabagan Lake Circus,
Dhaka

Authority's authority

Sir, It is a pity that there
isn't a day without any strike in
the Dhaka Univcrsit{:'. Our
teachers as well as the VC have
become puppets in the hands of
the student leaders who act like
the authority. The decisions of
student leaders are more influ-
ential than those of the author-
ities.

Recently the World Cup soc-
cer coincided with our final ex-
ams. Some of my classmates
and some other students [rom
other departments called a
strike to defer the exam dates
and finally they were success-
ful. All the exams were deferred
almost for a month. What a
oke! | don't want to blame the

niversity authorities but as
students we have to sit for ex-
ams in due time and we should
not bother about World Cup or
anything like that. Our first
and the main business is to
study,
owadays there are strikes
against increasing tuition fees.
If the ment does not %Ive
enough financial support the
only way left is to get mon
from the students, authori-
ty's decision of increasing fees
is all right. I, like most of the
students, also come from a poor
family. But I have private tu-
ition and earn enough money.

For the sake of receiving betler
education | can give the amount
that University wants.

Almost all the teachers of
our University are really very

qualified and friendly towards
students. The authorities
should t

their best to ban ﬁoi—
itics on the campus and what-
ever the result is they should
not make any change in their
decision. Only then they can be
called the authorities.

A Dhaka University Student

Alapon, the talk
show

Sir, BTV used .~ lelecast a
talk show titled Alapon, first of
its kind in Bangladesh.
Celebrities and general people
used to talk freely and sponta-
neously in the show on matters
related to women. It was like a
breath of fresh air after seeing
age-old traditional and often
b-nrg%discussinn programines
on . Dilruba Haider, the an-
chor, could very successfully
create an enabling environ-
ment for people to talk without
any inhibition. This half hour
talk show was one of the ve
few quality productions of :

Unfortunately, BTV has
stopped showing the pro-
gramme from April 1998. We
surely hope that the authority
will soon arrange to put back
the feather in their cap and re-
start Alapon.

Kanta Islam
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

Tetanus Toxoid

Sir, It is observed all over
the country that Tetanus Tox-
oid vaccine is not kept in
medicine shops under certain
temperature in the freeze,

It is quite necessary to keep
its temperature in right condi-
uiml::t to keep its effectiveness
right.

So, there needs an immedi-
ate action or strict order to keep
the vaccine in freeze under the
requisite temperature,

DrMAK ue

AERE Clinic, . Savar

’

B OPINION .

e e

—=

dian-administered part of

Kashmir.

Fourthly, to India, Kashmir
has been much more than a ter-
ritorial dispute. India wishes to
be seen as a secular country. As
Kashmir is the only Muslim
majority state in India, it can-
not afford to lose it because In-
dia fears that it will not be able
to hold up stronger evidence
that it is a secular country
without Kashmir,

Fifthly, to concede to hold a
plebiscite in Kashmir, India
thinks, it would encourage

. other separatists, in particular

Sikhs in the Punjab and the

tribes in the  nprth-gastern
L g T
north-eastern st as"

seething for some time which
could be a threat to its security
and integrity. In recent years it
has become violent and it poses
a big problem for its law-en-
forcing agencies as the insur-
SR TR 2SE°RR N
mar.

In addition to the above, the

Vajpayee government with its
tenuous alliance with thirteen
disparate parties is not politi-
cally strong to take any deci-
sion on Kashmir other than to
adopt the stereotyped position.
Furthermore by conducting the
nuclear tests in the event the
Vajpayee government adopts a
pragmatic decision with regard
to Kashmir, the government
will be perceived as weak under
the nuclear might of Pakistan.
The Vajpayee government can
hardly afford to do that.

Where Do We Go from Here ?
untie the knot on the

Pakistan.. Leadership is about
being decisive and about being
true to a vision. Leadership in-
volves knowing where one
wants to go and a capacity to
sell the need for change to the
electorate. India and Pakistan
should not be imprisoned in
their own attitudes. There is a
desire for a new beginning by
the people in South Asia at the

0
sKashmir issye, we need bold
» . WG
;ﬂﬂ&%ﬁﬂlp frdmn ¥ Iﬂﬁa:ﬂndf L dembo

threshold of the 21st century. A
greal gap appears to have
opened up between the yearning

and the Fack of response from

the political leaders.

I would argue that by refus-
ing to hold a plebiscite in
Kashmir, India's democrartic
credentials are severely dented
in international community.
India would stand tall if Kash-

miris are given the right of self-

determination to decide their
own future.

Both Indian and Pakistani
leaders ¢
responsibility to find a mecha-
nism to resolve this thorny is-
sue of Kashmir. This is needed
more in the context of present
border skirmishes along the
cease-fire line in Kashmir.

Kashmiris ought to be given the

opportunity to exercise their

democratic and human rights

in a free and fair environment.
In my view, it will be appropri-
ate for India and Pakistan to
trafe their leadership in
reg ng the issue for peace,
stdbility , progress and pros-

ty of the 1.2 billion people
of South Asia. Permit me to
conclude by referring to an old
maxim, * the slower one ac-
knowledges one's ignorance,
the longer one has to correct.”

The writer is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Geneva.
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After a While ....

[ think it was in 1997. I
needed to go to Barisal to visit a
rural development project sev-
eral kilometres away Ifrom the
Barisal airport, at a place called
Rajoir in the district of
Madaripur. We were required to
come back the same day. It was
a big group, consisting of sev-
eral Japanese, two [LO officials,
several Pakistani visitors and a
few Bangladeshi officials. We
could do so because of a private
airline despite various odds on
the road.

The project was spread over
a huge campus, consisting of
residences for trainees and visi-
tors, a hospital for children,
several fish ponds, gardens of
fruits, flowers and medicinal
herb, besides a bakery and a
workshop for block printing of
dresses.

Like other NGOs, the organi-
sation has mobilised local peo-
Flc in groups and federations
or undertaking savings and in-
come generating activities and
also for empowerment of groups
and federations in promoting
communal harmony, cam-
paigning for fair elections, pre-
venting oppression of women in
particular. and advocating lib-
eral social attitude in the rural
areas.

Our intercsts were mainl
two: one was to establish lin
between government agencies
delivering services for agricul-
ture, forestry, fisheries, live-
stock, cottage industries, and
income generating activities
and the groups and federations
for better utilisation of gov-
ernment facilities and for re-
ducing service cost of the NGO.

The second interest was to
diversify, expand and mod-
ernise income generating activ-
ities, already introduced by the
groups and the federations.

Two vehicles had already
travelled by road to meet us at
the airport so that we could
travel speedily to the project
sites.

If | am not mistaken, there
were at least two short-dis-
tance ferries from Barisal air-
port to our destination. On the
way there was no problem and
we witnessed very pleasant
sights.

Technically this was de-
scribed to us as a "multipurpose
use of diesel engine". We saw a
group of about 16 women who
were provided with funds for

owning a diesel engine and they

| were using it at a wayside place

for crushing sugarcane. The
place was full of activities and

the women were in full control.
The fact that sufficient money
was earned to buy another en-
gine was not important to me. |
was moved to see rural poor
women of my country in con-
trol of a fairly complicated
~ounmercially operated small
enterprise. Later in the day. |
saw the engine being u in
rice husking. On another visit |
saw the engie being used in a
boat.

This was surely a diversifi-
cation. We also visited the bak-
ery to modernise which, we had
oflered some loan. Production
and sales increased, several

sales vans were added — all
leading to additional job cre-

ation. Same was the case with
boutique and block printing.
Help from our side led to ex-
pansion of business and em-
ployment. 1 however missed
something very dear to me. The
women workers, unlike the
sugarcane group, were not in

control.
The link with government

extension officials was again
im!::rcsslw:. About 40 house-
holds headed by women were
freely asking questions and the
officials were responding with
noticeable enthusiasm.

The journey back was how-
ever a nightmare. The followers
of a local religious leader had
hired at least a hundred buses to
join a religious ceremony and
there was no chance that our
vehicles could reach the ferry
ghat in time. Appeals in the
name of foreigners did not cut
an;.,r ice. We were kept waitin
behind the hundred buses h
by the devotees. It was quite
telling that we would miss the
return plane due to the conges-
tion at the ghat. One of our
drivers then discovered a
"mastaan” and paid him some
money in return to the promise
of taking our vehicles to the
ferry. Although, we failed to
board the ferry, the vehicles
reached within walking dis-
tance of the ferry.

We rushed to board the ferry,
leaving the cars and the drivers
behind. Some succeeded and
others had to take a boat. The
boats proved faster than the
ferry, and those in the boat
could board the ferry halfway
through. We had another ferry
to cross,

We negotiated with the devo-
tees and they kindly allowed us
to board two of their buses and
to travel up to the rt. They
even sacrificed their seats [or
the foreigners and the elderly

and remained standing till we
reached the airport.

These thoughts came to my
mind on reading a recent news
item in an English daily. The
headline was "Private sector
airlines fail in mission." The
journey I mentioned was under-
taken by a private airline.
Thanks to the efficient opera-
tion of this private airline — I,
along with members of my
group consisting of various na-
tionalities, could successfully
complete our task on the same
day, as planned. Both the on-
ward and return journeys were
on the dot, the plane flew low
enough to get a better view of the
countryside more than one can
see in a Biman domestic flight,

assengers were fewer in num-

er and the landing and the
take-off were very smooth. I
had another occasion to charter
the same private airline with
about 17 colleagues and the ex-
perience was equally pleasant.

Recently I had several occa-
sions to travel from Dhaka to
Chittagong by another rela-
tively bigger private airline and
the experience was very pleas-
ant while reporting, boarding
and take-off. Most happy situa-
tion related to the sa?:t}r and
prompiness with which the lug-

e were delivered. On one qc-
asSion, however. a very risky

landing was attemptled success-
fully, while we were all praying.
However the fare is higher than
that of Biman and the differ-
ence is justified because it's
more efficient than Biman.
What makes me sad is the de-
terioration that usually sets in,
in our private enterprises, soon
after an efficient start. If we
look at construction compa-
nies, printing presses, indent-
ing houses, transport compa-
nies. restaurants, ::Balr shops,
jute mills, textile Is, banks,
insurance companies and oth-
ers, we see many are stagnating
or running at a loss. Very few
prosper, as expected. This seems
to be a common feature of our
private sector. At a time when
private sector is considered as
engine of growth, this feature is
extremely discouraging.
According to the news item,
27 private companies obtained
rmission to operate airlines
ut only three have started.
This shows another
Bangladeshi colour.
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a heavy burden of




