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Ershad's remark
amounts to
contempt of

court, say

top lawyers
By Staff Correspondent

Some leading lawyers of the
country yesterday condemned
the statement of former presi-
dent HM Ershad in which he
said that he had set up seven
benches ol the High Court but
they werfi; “spoiled b thelmn-
spiracy of a group o e in-
C IL,w;iin}r ﬁes?ﬂenfﬁhﬂlﬁuddln
Ahmed.”

Ershad’s statement was pub-
lished in an English daily yes-
terday. The lawyers in a joint
statement said, "The statement
prima facie amounts to gross
contempt of Court as it casts se-
rious aspersions on the historic
Judgement of the Appellate Di-
vision in the Eighth Amend-
ment case, and on the judges,
one of whom has been named,
who were parties to that judge-
ment.”

See Page 12 Col 7

NGO activities
in 3 hill dists
suspended

KHAGRACHARI, Aug 11: The
government has suspended all
activities of Non-Government
Organisations (NGOs) in the
three hill districts, reports
UNB.

Official sources here said the
NGO activities were restricted
. by an order issued by the dis-
trict administration.

The order was issued follow-
ing a directive by the Home
Ministry. Special Affairs Divi-
sion conveyed the directive to
the district administration.

However, the suspension
will be in force until a new
F;uidelint for the NGOs is formu-
ated, the sources said.

When contacted, an official
of the BRAC working in Kha-
grachari said it had suspended
all its activities in the district.

Body to probe
destruction of
valuable nat'l

documents formed

The government yesterday
formed a three-member probe
body to investigate the destruc-
tion of valuable national doc-
uments during the tenure of the
past governiments, reports B55.

An official handout said
that the Ministry of Informa-
tion was informed that a num-
ber of documents, posters,
films, still photographs, audio
and video tapes, press photos,
documentary films and special
news bulletins related to the
history of the liberation
movement, War of Indepen-
dence, life of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
his contributions to the nation
were destroyed during the
tenures of past governments.

The high-powered probe
body, headed by additional sec-
retary of the information min-
istry, will submit a detailed re-
port, identifying the persons re-
sponsible for the incidents by
August 31,

New chairmen
of Agrani,

Janata banks
By Staff Correspondent

The government has ap-
pointed two more chairmen of
Nationalised Commercial Ban-
ks [NCBs), according to official
SOUTCES,

Matiur Rahman, a former
secreiary and chairman of Pri-
vatisation Board, has been ap-
pointed chairman of Agrani
Bank. Health Secretary Mo-
hammad Ali has been ap-

Eﬂinteﬁ chairman of Janata
ank. Ali's contract appoint-

See Page 12 Col 2
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published tomorrow

Freezers

Extra 4-page SPORTS Special every day

Full-scale gas supply from angu
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Consumption & payment
to be difficult for govt

The government will face ex-
tremedifficulty in consuming
and pEF{Ing or gas from the
Sangu lield when its British de-
veloper Cairn Energy
supplying the full quantum of
gas from December next,
sources said.

Caim Energy intends to in-
crease gas supply from San
from December to 160 million
cubic feet gas per day (mmecfd)
from the present level of 60
mmecfd, Simon J Thomson, as-
sistant to the Chief Executive of
Cairn, told The Daily Star dur-
ing a visit last week.

Petrobangla sources, on the
other hand, said that the exist-

starts.

By Sharier Khan

ing infrastructure could not
even Ipruperly distribute the 60
mmcid although there was a
huge gap between demand and
supply of gas.

n order to consume Sangu
as, production in several gas-
elds under Petrobangla have

been reduced.

“It would be impossible for
Petrobangla to actually con-
sume and utilise Sangu's 160
mmecfd gas in December without
further reducing gas production
at the state-run gasfields,” said
a source. He added that the sit-
uation would have been much
productive had the government
implemented projects like the

Meghnaghat power plant ear-
lier.

The gas produced at the
state-run gasfields like Titas,
Bakhrabad and Jalalabad is
cheaper than Sangu gas by
about 100 per cent.

As f)cr the agreed gas pricing
formula, the price of Sangu gas
during the June-August quarter
is around 2.25 US dollars (or
around Tk 110} a unit (one
thousand cubic feet). In con-
trast, the local sale price of gas
is Tk 56. Therefore, greater
quantum of gas purchase from

Sangiu would mean a bigger loss
for the country. The loss would

See Page 12 Col 3
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AC Akram given

division in jail

By Staff Correspondent

AC Akram Hossain, princi-
pal accused in the Rubel murder
case. has been given division as
a first class prisoner at the
Dhaka Central Jail.

A court order to this effect
was given yesterday. A petition
seeking division was moved in
the CMM's court on behalf of
Akram last week,

The court asked Pallabi
thana to give a report on the
status of Akram, Assistant
Commissioner of Detective
Branch. The OC of Pallabi
thana submitted the report yes-
terday, court sources said.

Akram is now under treat-
ment at the prison wing of PG
Hospital. He was brought to the
hospital on Monday as he fell
sick. He is on a three-day CID
remand since Sunday.

CID Investigating Officer of
the murder case yesterday sub
mitted a petition before the
court saying that Akram was
handed over to prison custody
as he was sick.

According to court sources,
the report from Pallabi thana
mentioned that AC Akram's fa-

ther was a food inspector in
Calcutta. Later, in his retired
life, he was a Union Parishad
Chairman in Tangail. It added
that AC Akram is a first class
government official and his
relatives are in prestigious po-
sitions.

CID officials said they did
not interrogate the principal
accused yesterday. However,
they questioned six DB plain-
clothesmen in connecuon with

See Page 12 Col 6

Tenure of judicial
probe body
extended

The time-limit of the Judi-
cial Enquiry Commission to
probe the death of IUB student
Shamim Reza Rubel in DB
lice gustody has been cxt:nggd
by 15 days, said a PID handout
yesterday, reports UNB.

The first 15-day tenure of the
one-mar inquiry commission
expired yesterday.

Drug dealers kill boy,
now threaten mother

By Special Correspondent

A vicious gang of drug deal-

ers who had beaten to death a
15-year-old shoe factory
worker on July 23 in the city's
Siddique Bazar area for his al-
leged refusal to work as a
carrier’, are now threatening
the boy's mother for filing a
case against them. |

The boys mother, Anwara
Begum, filed a murder case with
the CMM's court yesterday after
Kotwali thana refused to accept
the case.

The gang, allegedly led by
Ripon and Suruj, both residents
of Alubazar at Haji Osman
Ghani Road, is well known to
Kotwali police which had re-
fused to accept the murder case,
Anwara Begum told some
newsmen who visited her at her
house yesterday,

The widow said her only
child, Abdul Kuddus, who had
never seen his father who died
when she was eight month's
pregnant, was beaten by the
drug dealers, tying him to a
li%]htpnst on July 23 morning
when he was on way to the shoe
factory at Siddique Bazar.

The gang beat Kuddus claim-
ing that he was a police in-
former.

They made the swoop on the
'suspect’ after their brief so-
journ in police custody on
charge of dealing in drugs.
Their surrogates hauled Abdul

e

” Abdul Kuddus

Kuddus on his way to the fac-

tory.

r{[e- was publicly bludgeoned
to death, tied to a lightpost and
hit hard with hockey sticks, as
a 'warning' to other 'traitors’,
Anwara said rlu{:-ling the people
wha witnessed (he murder.

She came 1o know about the
incident at 10-30 am from her
neighbours after returnin
home from her regular job o
taking children to school. Her
neigh%murs told her that some
‘'maastans' had severely beaten
her child in front of Agrani
Club at Siddique Bazar.

When she rushed to the club,
See Pape 12 Col 8

yesterday said it will

Assets of police
officials: No
circular from

home ministry
By Staff Correspondent

Police will submit statement

of their assets as per the circu-
lar issued by the Cabinet Divi-
sion for all the government of-
ficials a few months back, In-
spector General of Police Ismail
0ssain said yesterday.

“The circular seeking state-
ment of assets was issued for all
the cadres of government offi-

cials.” the IGP told The Daily

Star.

"No separate circular has so

far been issued from the Min-
istry of Home Affairs for sub-
mission of statement of assets
of the
in reply to a question.

However,
Rafiqul Islam, addressing a

ress conference on July 29
ollowing the killing of Rubel in
DB custody, had asked
ficlals to submit statement of
assets by August 31,

The minister gave the direc-
tive in response (o questions
from journalists about mea-
sures to probe alleged 'lllegal
amassin%_gf wealth by police of-
ficials . e press conference
was also attended by among

See Page 12 Col 1

Transport workers
threaten strike
in Ctg, Sylhet

divns from Sept 6

By Staff Correspondent

The Eastern Committee of
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Federation (BSPSF)
go for a
non-stop strike in Chittagong
and Sylhet divisions rom
September 6 if their 10-point
charter of demand is not met.

Prior to that, it will observe
a 48-hour strike in Sylhet divi-
sion on August 17 and 18 and a
24-hour strike in Chittagong
and Sylhet divisions on August
25, BSPSF leaders told a press
conference at the Jatiya Press

See Page 12 Col 3

BCL factions
clash at RU:
4 leaders, OC
injured
From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Aug 11: The OC

of Motihar thana and four BCL
leaders have been injured in
factional

clashes since last
night at Rajshahi University.
The injured leaders are
Sakhawat Hossain Shafiq. Ab-
dul Qaiyum Rokon, Mohammed
Ali Liton and Anwar Hossian.
The officer-in-charge (OC) of
Motihar thana was also injured
See Page 12 Col 6

police of-

Suspected ULFA rebels blow

GUWAHATI, India, Aug 11:
Suspected tribal militants to-
day blew up a state-run oil re-
finery in rebellion — wracked
northeastern state of Assam,
report agencies.

Police said they suspected
separatist militants were re-
sponsible for the explosion
which set off the blaze that
damaged at least five of the In-
dian Oil Corporation's (IOC)
seven storage tanks before it
was brought under control.

"A loud sound was heard and
immediately fire broke out at
the depot at around four o'clock
in the morning (2230 GMT
Monday)......" a senior police of-
ficer in Nagaon, the nearest
town, told the news agency by
phone.

"We suspect guerillas of the
United Liberation Front of As-
sam (ULFA) must have carried
out the bomb blast,” he said.

The ULFA., formed in 1979,

has in the past targeted oil in-
stallations in the oil-rich state.
It accuses the federal govern-
ment of exploiting the state's
rich mineral resources while
ignoring the region's economy.

I0C officials in Guwahati,
Assam's capital, said fire fight-
ers had controlled the blaze and
that no one had been injured.

They said the storage depot,
which is located between the
main highway and a railway
track nearly 100 km (63 miles)
east of the state capital was
I0OC's distribution centre for
petroleum products supplied to
eastern parts of the state,

"It is a small depot and so
normal supplies will not be af-
fected," an 10C official said.

State Chief Minister, Pra-
fulla Kumar Mahanta, said the
government had information
that militants were planning to
strike before India's Indepen-
dence Day on August 15

up oil refinery in Assam

"We have requested the fed-
eral government to deploy more
police in the north east as we do
not have em}u%h security
forces,” he told AFP.

Hundreds of villagers fled
the area as the fire raged into
the afternoon. Photographers
could see the flames from
dozens of kilometers (miles)
away as the facility is situated
on an elevated area.

Initial estimates put the loss
at rupees 50 crores (dirs 4.7
million).

Two businessmen were not
shot and killed Monday night
by suspected ULFA militants in
Guwahati, the state capital of
Assam, police said. No one
claimed responsibility for the
attack. In a separate incident
blamed on the separatist group
on the wcck:ndli) three arm
soldiers were killed in a lan
mine explosion in a central ru-
ral district.

police officials.” he said

Home Minister |

@The Baily Star

INTERNET: http://www dailystarnews.com
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LIVING WITH FLOOD:

district while their food is being prepared on a boat.

Health Secy may
seek extension

of leave

By Special Correspondent

Health Secretary Moham-
mad Ali is plannin
tension of leave which ended
yesterday.

He went on leave for seven
days after a row with Health
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf last

week.

He reportedly called the
minister a 'liar’ during a meet-
ing of the parliamentary stand-

ing committee on health min-

Istx;yv.h
en contacted Mohammad
Ali said he is contemplating
extension of his leave,

Since his row with the min-
ister some senior ministers met

See Page 12 Col 8

Minor boy
abducted

Miscreants abducted a minor
boy from Uttar Kafrul in the
city’'s Cantonment area on
Monday, reports UNB.

Police sald the miscreants
picked up Shahin, 10, son of
Anwar Hossain of 506 Uttar
Kafrul, when he was playing at
a nearby playground in the af-
ternoon.

They were now dcmandinﬁ a
ransom of Tk 50,000 from his
father, police said.

A case was filed with Can-
tonment thana. But the police
could not yet rescue Shahin.

4 Janata Dal
leaders killed
in Bihar
police firing

SITAMARHI, Bihar, Aug 11:
Veteran socialist leader -
charitra Rai and three other
Janata Dal activists were killed
and 22 injured today when po-
lice opened fire on a mob which
allegedlﬁ] ransacked a govern-
ment office protesting inade-

quate flood relief, officials said
here, reports PTI.

District magistrate R N
Prasad said while two persons
were killed on the spot, and

another JD activists succumbed
to injuries on way to hospital.

e JD supporters, protest-
inF allﬂiged apathy in providin
relief of fl victims, indulgeg
in heavy stone-pelting on the

vdistrict collectorate.

Prasad claimed the police
opened fire as attempts to con-
trol the mob by lathicharge
failed and enraged villagers
stormed the collectorate, dam-

See Page 12 Col 3

to seek ex-

A family has taken shelter on rooftop at Kaliganj in Gazipur

— Star photo

DSE: Trading smooth

but index down

Star Business Report

Trading was smooth and
without any technical disrup-
tion on the second day of the
online transactions at the
Dhaka Stock Exchange yester-
day.

Prices of most stocks were
declined by small margins, but
irading volume increased
slightly.

The benchmark DSE All
Share Price Index dropped by
4.757 points on the day from
the opening 652.05 to 647.293 at
close.

Unlike the first day, all the
listed securities were open to
business. The number of bro-
kers who took part in tradin
also rose yesterday, to over 12
from 104 the previous day.

DSE oflicials said the prob-
lems that had occurred on the
first day had been taken care of
and that things were now back
on track.

They also said that the SEC
chairman and his surveillance
team visited the exchange.

"Tandem officials are

working on the surveillance
software which would be made
available to the SEC shortly,”
one official said.

They said the regulators
would be able to keep vigil
through the DSE software at
DSE.

The market witnessed a huge
demand for bulk lots. At 4.02
pm, there were 12 buy offers of

See Page 12 Col B

Trader stabbed
to death 1n
city: 2 held

By DMCH Correspondent

A young trader was stabbed
to death by a gang of assailants
at Mir Hajibagh under Demra
thana in the city yesterday
evening.

Local people caught two of
the alleged killers, identified as
Kamal and Babul, and beat

See Page 12 Col 1
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' Unusual rush of patients at ICDDR,B

By Naimul Haq

An unusually large number
of diarrhoea patients are seek-
ing treatment at the ICDDR.B in
the city over the last two weeks,

"At this time of the year, we
don't receive so many patients,
We received 614 patients on
Muud?g and discharged 434 of
them the same day," said Dr Md
Abdus Salam, Chief Physician
of the ICDDR.B the only spe-
cialised hospital for treatment
of diarrhoeal diseases. :

Dr Salam said, this is defi-
nitely an unusual number of
cases. Normally, diarrhoeal
epidemic is noticed during
September and October. To
handle the situation, addi-
tional funds are being sought
from donor agencies.

"Normally, we require 1.2
million US dollars annually to

rovide hospital services here,

ut due to the unusual rush of

atients, we may have to seek at
east half a million dollars ex-
tra,” he added.

During a visit to the hospital

See Page 12 Col 1
Rain: Major
rivers swell

again

Monsoon rain across the
country raised water levels in
most points of the major rivers
in all the four basins yesterday
and officials feared that the
flood situation in central dis-
tricts may deteriorate again.
report agencies.

Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre said the
Brahmaputra-Jamuna and the
Padma recorded rise at all but
one point. The rivers of Meghna
basin also rose in most points
in Greater Sylhet. The rivers in
the southeastern hill basin,
however, saw both rise and fall
at different points.

The forecast said the flood
situation in the Ganges basin,
including the districts along the
Padma river, is likely to deteri-
orate 'slightly’ today.

It said Brahmaputra-Ja-
muna would continue to rise in
downstream areas including at
the Aricha point. The situation

—in theupper partof the Méghna

basin in Greater Sylhet may
remain static but the situation
is likely to improve a little in
areas {rom Bhairab Bazar to
downstream.

See Page 12 Col 2

Sandwip town
areas flooded

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 11: Tidal
waters entered through
breaches in an embankment
inundating the low-lying areas
of Sandwip this afternoon,
forcing hundreds to take shelter
on higher land, local people and
officials said.

Tidal water entered the town
and other low-lying areas
through the broken points of an
embankment, they said.

The Sandwip protection em-
bankment Euﬁ‘ered breaches
during the recent flood that
ravaged vast low-lying areas
there rendering a large number
ol people homeless.

The tidal water this after-
noon even entered the Sandwip
thana office and other nearby
houses, officials said.

Normal life was paralysed at
Sandwip town due to the inun-
dation.

Meanwhile, Chittagong city
and its adjoining areas also saw
intermittent rainfall today
causing waterlogging in the
low-lying areas.

Met Office recorded 69 mm
rainfall in the past 24 hours till
6 pm today.

|
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RAJUK Commercial Plot

Auction Notice

structing of a hotel of international standard.

This is for information of all intending persons that most suitable
Commercial Plot more or less 4 (four) Bigha (comprising plot Nos 34, 36, 38
& 40 on Poet Farrukh Sharani and plot Nos 61, 63, 65 & 67 on Airport Road)
having road facilities on two sides by Dhaka-Mymensingh road in Nikunja
North, Dhaka will be allotted for 99 years lease on open auction for con-

Prescribed application form with terms and conditions may be obtained
from Sonali Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on payment of Tk 5,000.00
(Taka five thousand) only in cash (non-refundable) from 13-08-98 to 30-08-98

during office hours and will be received by the Deputy Director (Estate) from

intending person up to 1.00 PM on 31-08-98. Applications are to include a

Pay Order/Bank Draft of Tk 50,00,000/- (Tk fifty lakh) as earnest money.
The auction will be held at 11-00 AM on 02-09-98 in the conference room

(3rd floor) or Rajuk Bhaban, Dhaka.

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartipakkha

Dhaka. ,



