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Dr Mashiur Rahman, Secretary, Economic Relations Division, and Uwe Sichamm, Am-

bassador of Germany, siﬁmng on behalf of their respective governments an agreement un-

der which Bangladesh will

receive Tk 136 cr in grant from Germany,yesterday, — PID photo

Relief activities continue

Ministers visit flood-hit areas

A number of ministers yes-
terday visited different flood-
affected areas of Dhaka and
Chandpur districts and various
areas in the city including Is-
lampur and Ganaktoli, and
distributed cash money and re-
lief materials amung the flood-
hit people, reports :

State Minister for Sports
and Cultural Affairs Obaidul
Quader visited Islampur and
Ganaktoli areas of Lalbagh
thana in the city and dis-
tributed reliefl materials. Haji
Mohammad Selim MP was also
present.

State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief
Talukder Abdul Khaleq yester-
day visited flood-hit Moham-
madpur, Bharaghat, Khoshum-
hati. Raipara, Maksudpur and
Joypara under Dohar thana
and Bandura. Sadapur and
Shikaripara under Nababgan
thana in Dhaka district an
distributed relief materials and
cooked food.

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam visited various areas of
Hajiganj thana under Chandpur
district and distributed cash
money and relief materials.

Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif visited various areas in
the city and distributed relief
goods. At his directive, 87 shel-
ter centres have already been
opened in 54 flood-affected
wards. About 40,000 flood-hit
city dwellers have taken shel-
ters there so far.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
armed forces personnel contin-

Ted their relief activities in dif-
ferent flood-hit areas of the gity
yesterday.

Five army relief teams dis-
tributed 7,500 packets of pre-
pared food among the flood vic-
tims at Brammanchiron Gov-
ernment Primary School,
Nababganj Park Government
Charitable Dispensary, Basabo

Girls High School, Khilgaon
Government High School and
Madhubag Field Shikkhalaya
Shangha Centre, an ISPR re-
lease said.

They also distributed pure
drinking water and water puri-
fying tablets, while two army
medical teams provided medi-
cal assistance to the affected

people,

UNB adds: BNP unit of
Bikalpa Market, Gulistan, do-
nated various items to the par-
ty's relief fund yesterday.

Unit leaders deposited 25
sacks of rice, 8,000 water puri-
fying tablets, 2,000 packets of
oral saline, 1,571 shirts, 1,467
pairs of trousers, 968 vests, 131
ackets and 50 sarees at the

into Road residence of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia.

Later, the unit leaders and
workers, led by BNP convenor
of ward number 56 Rafiqul Is-
lam Rafiq and city commis-
sioner Chowdhury Alam, met
with Khaleda.

Meanwhile, some traders of
Gowsia Market, led by Mo-
hammed Mohsin, Selim Newaz
and Siddiqur Rahman also
handed over 905 pieces of gar-
ments to the BNP relief fund.

DU Social Welfare

Alumni Assoc
Social Welfare Alumni As-

sociation of Dhaka University
..has take

_initiative to. dis-
tribute relief materials among

the flood-hit people in different -

areas of the country, a society
press release said yesterday, re-

-poris BSS.

The association has formed
a 10-member task force to con-
duct relief operations.

All students of the Institute

of Social Welfare and Research,
their relatives and other afflu-
ent persons have been requested
to deposit their donations. in
cash or kind, with the associa-
tion's relief control room at
CDS (Centre for Dcveln}Emtnt
Services) at 31/1, Block-F, Ring
Road. Shamoli. Dhaka-1207.

Donations will be received
from Aug 9 to 13.

Lions Club Int'l

Lions Club International,
District 315-A1 Bangladesh,
has undertaken a massive relief
operation in the flood-affected
areas of the city, reports BSS.

Lions district governor MA
Hadi has distributed relief
goods, including chira, lungi.
water purifying tablets, candles,
medicines and sarees, among
500 flood-hit families of
Khilgaon and adjoining areas
so far, a Lions press release said
yesterday.

Central Lions leaders and
Leos were also present during
the distribution of the relief
goods.

RDRS

Rangpur Dinajpur Rural
Service (RDRS) Bangladesh has
distributed relief materials
worth Taka 14 lakh to the flood
victims in the worst-affected
areas in Kurigram, Lal-
monirhat and Nilphamari dis-
tricts, according to a press re-
lease.

The relief materials included
high protein biscuits, chira,
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"'molasses, salt, ORS, bleaching

power, soaps, plates, glasses,
cooking utensils, jerricans,
tubewells, polythene rolls, can-
dles, matches, umbrellas, torch
lights, lungis and sarees. The
oods were distributed by RDRS
ield staff, local volunteers and
through union federations
among nearly 20,000 families.
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Chief National ﬂIIl-

missioner, Bangladesh Scouts, was presented with the
Asia-Pacific Regional Award for Distinguished Services
cout Conference

1998 at the 19th Asia-Pacific Regional
held in Hong Koung recently.

Rotary Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar Club

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury has said the gov-
ernment has taken a number of
pragmatic EtEFE to provide " bet-
ter quality of life" to the rural
people, a parliament secretariat
press release said yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

"The overall development of
the greater population is possi-
ble through welfare of the rural
people”, he said while address-
ing as the chief guest the 10th
installation ceremony of the
board of directors of Rotary
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Club at a
local hotel in the city on Satur-
day.

Appreciating the role of Ro-
tarians in mitigating the suffer-
ings of the people, the Speaker
urged them to fight against
poverty and illiteracy.

You have the scope to unite
people against drug abuse and
child trafficking and you can
play a vital role to rehabilitate
young drug addicts of the coun-
try,” the Speaker said.

He urged the members of the
club to expand their activities
in the rural areas to make the

rural poor economically self-
reliant.

UN Schools

Organisations

The United Nations Schools
Organisation of Bangladesh
distributed certificates to the
successful examinees of the 8th

United Nations Information
Test at a ceremony held at the
Meherunnesa School and Col-
lege in the city on Monday, says
a press release.

The UN Test aims to apprise
the secondary students of the
ideals and achievements of the
United Nations and its spe-
cialised bodies.

The function was presided

over by Principal Taslima
Nazneen.

National Health

Accounts Project

The National Health Ac-
counts Projects of the Health
Economics Unit of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
organised a dissemination sem-
inar at Sheraton Hotel yester-
day, says a press release.

Protessor AKM Nurul An-
war, Director General of Health
Services, chaired the inaugural
session. The seminar high-
lighted the major findings on
health financing in Bangla-
desh.

The findings showed esti-
mates on flow of nditure by
various entities — households,
Fuvernment, donors and NGOs.
t also presented estimates on
expenditures by health pro-
viders.

The findings suggest that
households are the major fi-
nancier of health expenditure
in adesh, and that about
two-thirds of the household
spending is on retail drugs.

Manzoor Ul Karim
conferred Scouts
Distinguished

Services Award '98

The Asia-Pacific Scout Co-
mmittee has conferred the
Asia-Pacific Regional Award
for Distinguished Services for
1998 on Manzoor Ul Karim,
Chief National Commissioner,
Bangladesh Scouts, in recogni-
tion of his exceptional services
to scouting, says a press release,

Manzoor Ul Karim was pre-
sented with the award. along
with George | Fairbairu of New
Zealand, during the 19th Asia-
Pacific Regional Scout Confer-
ence held in Hong Kong re-
cently.

The Committee also pre-
sented Faizur Razzaque, former
international comrmissioner,
Bangladesh Scouts, with the
Asia-Pacific Regional Chair-
man Award for 1997, the re-
lease added.

Hunger strike
observed at
daily Eishan

CHITTAGONG, Aug 9: Jour-
nalists and employees of the
daily Eishan today observed a
dawn-to-dusk hunger strike to
press home their four-point
demands, including payment of
salaries and implementation of
the Fifth Wage Board Award in
the daily, reports BSS.

Convened by the Journal-
ists-Employees Joint Action

Committee of the daily, the
strike was held at the Eishan
office at Jamal Khan.

General secretary of Dhaka

Union of Journalists (DUJ) Az-
izul Islam Bhuiyan ended the
strike at 7 pm by offering juice
to the fasting journalists, a
press release of the Chittagun
Union of Journalists | Uﬁ
said.

Bhuiyan also urged the au-
thorities of the daily Eishan to
fulfil the demands of the jour-
nalists and employees imme-
diately. Meanwhile, CUJ presi-
dent Anjan Kumer Sen an-
nounced a fresh agitation pro-
gramme in support of the de-

mands.
Urs

The weeklong annual Urs
Mubarak of Hazrat Shah Peer
Kella Shaheed (R.A) of Kharam-

ur, Akhaura in the district of

rahmanbaria begins today.
They akheri munajat will be
held on August 14 at 1:00 mid-
night, says a press release.

Minister for Food and Agri-
culture Begum Matia Chowd-
hury yesterday said the empow-
erment and liberation of
women are possible only
through their active participa-
tion in political, economic and
social activities.

Calling upon the women to
join politics more in number,
she said the women's movement
and their emancipation cannot
be separated from politics.

The minister was addressing

a book launching ceremony as
I chief guest at the Academy for
Planning and Development in
the city. She said the govern-
ment has ensured the rights of
l women through their direct
articipation in the Union
Baﬂshad elections by enacting
| new laws.

Arranged by the Steps To-
wards Development, the laun-
ching ceremony of "Banglar
Nari Sangrami: Oittijher Anu-
sandhan” was attended by Hena
I Das, Dr Sufiva Ahmed, Bor-

hanuddin Khan Jahangir and
Shaheen Rahman.

Vice President of Mabhila
parishad Bela Nabi presided
over the function.

The book which is a histori-
cal documentation of women's
participation in political move-

launched

By Staff Correspondent

ments in the sub-continent has
been authored by Aditi Falguni
and edited by Shaheen Rah-
man,

Hena Das said the women's
movement should be seen from
its socio-political and economic
perspective to understand its
totality and its real charac-
teristics.

Pointing to a women's
movement called " Mahila At-
torakkha Samity" during the
1940s. Hena Das said, "We must
look back to our tradition of
women's movement to deter-
mine the future course of
movement in the country.”

Prof Suflya Ahmed said
women's freedom cannot be en-
sured without the help of men.
She underscored the need for
creating consciousness among
the people to get support for the
women s liberation movement.

Prof Borhanuddin Khan Ja-
hangir said the sub-continent
has its own history of struggle
for women's liberation. He said
a new definition should be
coined to determine women's
freedom and equality in this
region.

Later, a film titled 'Agnijita’
covering women's participation
in various political movements
was screened.
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Commerce Secretary Sayed Alamgir Farrouk Chowdhury

addressing a seminar on "Indo-Bangladesh Trade" jointly
. organised by the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of

Commerce and

present.

Industry (FBCCI)
Development Research, Bangladesh (CDRB) in the city
yesterday. FBCCI President Yussuf Abdullah Harun,
CDRB Chairman Dr Mizanur Rahman Shelly, Professor of
New Orleans University, USA Dr M Kabir Hassan and
FBCCI Vice-President Kazi Md Shafiqul Islam were also

and Centre for

Couple killed in
road accident

in Jessore

JESSORE, Aug 9: A middle-
aged couple was going to see the
doctor for treatment in the
town, but the wife was killed in

poris UNB. ¢ . . Lol
“ - On‘“wa¥y to the town. Abdal™*
Wahab (60) of Rahelapur village
in Kotwali thana was riding a
bicycle with wife Anwara
Khatun (45).

As the couple reached near
Hashimpur Bazar on the Jes-
sore-Magura highway, a
Dhaka-bound bus dashed the
bicycle leaving Anwara in-

jured.
She was rushed to Jessore
General Hospital, but suc-

cumbed to her injuries few
hours after admission there at
Nnoorn.

In another incident, Jamela
Khatun (50) of village Joynagar
in Keshabpur thana was killed
in a road accident at Chan-

chradal Mill area in the town
while going to visit her
daughter,

A fast moving motor-cycle
hit Jamela as she reached near
the house where her daughter,
Rokeya, was working as a maid.

Jamela was taken in an un-
conscious state to Jessore Gen-
eral Hospital, where she later
died.

Two separate cases were
lodged with Kotwali police in
connection with the accidents.

SSC Exams (Ctg Board)

Sharmin secures
3rd position 1n
Humanities group

Sharmin Sul-

@ | lana (Rony) has
= | secured 3rd po-
sition in the
il combined mer-
it list of Hu-
manities and
Social Scienc-
es group in the
: SSC Examina-
tions '98 under Chittagong
Board from Dr. Khastagir Govt.
Girls' High School, Chittagong,
says a press release.
Sharmin wants to pursue
higher studies in English,
She is the youngest daughter
of Md. Ataur Rahman, Senior
assistant. Vice President, IFIC

Bank Ltd, rabad Branch,
Chittagong. Her mother is a
housewife.

Mizan 15th on
Business Studies

appeared in the

exams from Nasirabad Gov-
ernment High School, secured
818 marks with distinction in
four subjects. '

Mizan is the eldest son of M

—

Rahman and Begum Shamsun-
nahar.

Shahabuddin
condoles death
of Dr Ashraf

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed expressed his deep
shock and profound sorrow at

Ali Ashraf. founder Vice-C -

Bt

cellor of Darul lhsan Univer-
sity. reports BSS.

In a message of condolence.,
President Shahabuddin re-
called his distinguished aca-
demic career.

The President said late Syed
Ali Ashraf was a man of high
moral character and attended a
number of international semi-
nars on Islamic culture and
civilisation. He wrote many
books and articles on Islam and
contemporary world affairs. As
a poet, writer and literar
critic, his contribution is well-
acclaimed at home and abroad.

Mannan Bhuiyan
demands release
of Anny

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
demanded immediate release of
JCD President Shaheed Uddin
Chowdhury Anny who, he said,
was detained in a false case, re-
ports UNB.

In a statement, Bhuiyan said
although Anny was granted bail
in different "false" cases he was
implicated in new cases ahead
of his release on bail and kept
detained by the government
driven by its political
vengeance.

The BNP leader said the au-
tocratic government continued
to oppress and harass its politi-
cal up;'punenta through false
cases failing in all spheres, in-
cludln%_lin maintaining law and
order. The normal course of law
is being disrupted with the un-
due interference of the govern-
ment, he added.

One gets life term
for killing minor
boy in Rangpur

RANGPUR, Aug 9: A court
here on Thursday sentenced a
man to life term imprisonment
for killing a minor boy, reports
UNB,

The court also fined the
convict Mrityunjoy Tk 5,000, in
default, to suffer one year more.

The prosecution, in brief,
was that Mrityunjoy abducted
the minor boy, Kamol Chandra
(12), of Rotirampur village in
Kotwali thana and killed him
on January 28, 1995 as Kamol's

parents failed to pay Tk 60,000
as ransom money.

A case was filed and after in-
vestigation police submitted
chargesheet against five people.

ter examining the wit-
nesses and records, the Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge M Salahuddin awarded
the punishment acquitting four
others.

Obituary
Beguin ba Khatun, widow
of poet F‘arrT?lih Ahmed, died of
a heart attack in the city E:s-
terday. She was 70, reports BSS.

Her namaz-e-janaja will be
held today at Azimpur Sapra
Mosque after Zohr prayers,

| family sources said.

the death of eminent scholar . . ﬂ
nd Islamic thinker Dr-“qd—-l (Wl W .‘ll,kel S %

" rebel-controlled city

river ports and halting

NEW DELHI, Aug 9: India
and Pakistan have escalated
their dispute over Kashmir, but
seam unlikely to go to war
again over the region, Indian

analysts said today, reports
Reuter.
More than 100 ple have

been killed in Kashmir in the
past week in cross-border ﬂrinF
across the military contro

line. The border duels kindled
memories of two wars the
neighbours fought over the Hi-
malayan territory since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947,

“I would almost certainly
rule out a war,"” political ana-
gst George ‘U’:r% ese of New

elhi's Centre for Policy re-
search told Reuters. The centre
is an independent think-tank.

"Pakistan is trying to create
a psychology in the minds of
the West that a war is looming
large and in no time would esca-
late to a nuclear war (and)
therefore they must intervene,”
he said.

The attacks were the latest
episode of intrigue surrounding
the Kashmir valley, two thirds
of which is ruled by India and
the rest by Pakistan.

Relations between the two
neighbours worsened after In-
dia and Pakistan staged rival
nuclear tests in May.

Border firing, intermittent

HBanglar Nari Sangrami' | Analysts rule out Indo-Pak
war over Kashmir

in Kashmir, escalated to rare

- levels and dozens of Hindu

civilians died in attacks blam-
ed on Kashmiri aratists.
Tensions increased when the
rime ministers of the two na-
ions failed to make headway at
a meeting on the margins of a
South Asian summit in
Colombo in late July.
Hopes of peace talks, stalled
last year on how to discuss
Kashmir, were further dashed

as a fresh round of firing
erupted.

arl Kishore Singh, former

unior foreign minister, said
akistan wanted to attract the
attention of the United Nations
Security Council.

"l don't think there is any
possibility of war,” he said.

"The foremost aim of Pak-
istan at the moment is to inter-
nationalise the situation ...
they are escalating the whole
thing so that the Security
Council may be compelled to in-
tervene.”

India rejects Pakistan's de-
mands for international medi-
ation over the Kashmir prob-
lem.

Verghese said Pakistan, in
pushing its claims on Kashmir,
was eyeing a string of forthcom-
ing international events where
it hoped to gain attention for
Kashmir.
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Us uty Secretary of State
Strnbcn'?‘g]bgtt is expected to
meet Indian special envo
Jaswant Singh later this mon
in Washington in the latest

round of after India's nu-
clear tests.
A summit of the Non-

Aligned Movement (NAM) is
scheduled to take place in
September at Durban, the UN
General Assembly will open in
October.

Varghese said Pakistan's
policies had shifted gear from
an emphasis on human rights
violations In the valley to im-
pressing on the United States
and other Western nations of
the danger of a nuclear war over
Kashmir.

India accuses Pakistan of
arming guerillas in Jammu and
Kashmir, where rebels have
been fighting Indian rule since
1990.

Pakistan denies the charge
and in turn accuses India's
army of human rights viola-
tions in the region.

Pakistan, citing a UN resolu-
tion, wants a referendum to de-
termine Kashmir's future. In-
dia, citing a bilateral treaty of
1972, insists the neighbours
must talk the problem out
amongst themselves rather
than involving the interna-
tional community.

RAMALLAH, Aug 9: Legisla-
tors apgrnved Yasser Arafat's
new Cabinet by a wide margin
on Sunday, despite criticism
that the Palestinian leader has
done nothing to address charges
of widespread government cor-
ruption, reports AP.

The legislative council,
which is dominated by Arafat's
Fatah faction, ap}:»mved the
Cabinet by a vote of 55-28 with
three abstentions. The new
ministers were to be sworn in at
a ceremony Sunday night in the
Gaza Strip.

Arafat announced the new

Cabinet last week, a year after
legislators demanded the old
one be dissolved because of cor-
ruption. But the roster left in
place most of the former minis-
ters — including those accused
of corruption — and added 10
others.

Two ministers — Hanan

Ashrawi and Abdel Jawad
Saleh — quit last week in
protest.

Arafat's cabinet okayed

Ashrawi, a prominent Pales-
tinian political leader, said
Sunday that the substantial
vote against the new Cabinet
was "a warning signal . . that
this government has to face the
serious expectations of the peo-

le."

% Husam Khader, a Fatah leg-
islator who voted against the
Cabinet, said the council, "by
giving a vote of confidence to
this government, has legalized
corruption.”

The council demanded last
year that Arafat dissolve the
Cabinet after a legislative
committee report found exten-
sive abuses in all government
ministries and recommended
that three ministers — Plannin
Minister Nabil Shaath, Civi
Affairs Minister Jamil Tarifi,
and Transportation Minister
Ali Qawasmeh - be put on trial.
The three ministers, who
denied any wrongdoing, all
retained their jobs in the new
Cabinet.

-

The committee report fol-
lowed a government audit that
found nearly half the Pales-
tinian Authority's dirs 800
million annual budget had been
squandered through corruption
and mismanagement.

Despite repeated promises,
Arafat put off any action until
the legislative council threat-
ened in recent months to hold
vote of no-confidence in his
government.

Some of Arafat's usual crit-
ics, like Bethlehem legislator
Salah Tamari, were apparently
coopted by being given seats in
the new Cabinet.

Palestinian political ana-
lyst Ghassan Khatib said the
legislators' approval of the
same ministers they had de-
clared corrupt a year ago would
further undermine the credibil-
ity of the council, which has
struggled to be taken seriously
and play a real part in govern-
ing tﬂe Palestinian territories.

Rebellion in eastern Congo

KINSHASA, Aug 9: Fearing
an escalation in fighting in
eastern Congo, foreign aid
workers in the rebel-controlled
city of Bukavu have fled across
the border into neighbouring
Rwanda, state-controlled radio
in Rwanda reported, says AP.

More than 60 foreigners in-
cluding Americans, Canadians
and Belgians, left the city, the
Rwandan report said.

In Kinshasa, the government
on Sunday increased securit
around the capital, closing all
traffic
across its river border with the
Republic of Congo.

Tutsi gunmen with close ties
to Rwanda launched a rebellion
a week ago in Cogno's eastern
Kivu region and vowed to topple
President Laurent Kabila's 14-
month-old regime.

Within the first few days of
their upﬂsln% the rebels cap-
tured several key cities near the
Rwandan border, including
Goma and Bukavu.

They also control several
small towns in Congo's far west
near the Atlantic coastline
about 250 kilometres southwest
of Kinshasa.

Kabila accuses the Tutsi-led
Rwandan government of mas-
terminding the revolt, although
Rwanda repeatedly has denied
the charge.

On Saturday, Kabila sat
down in the Victoria Falls,
Zimbabwe, with his Rwandan
adversary, President Pasteur
Bizimungu, to try to find a
peaceful end to growing hostili-

ties. They were joined by five
other regional leaders.

Neither side emerged opti-
mistic and the prospects for a
solution emerging from the
talks appeared dim.

Throughout the weekend,
Congo broadcast accusations
against Rwanda and ]urged

oun ople to join newly cre-
gttd %ﬁ?ﬁg unlth to defend the
country.

State-controlled television
in Kinshasa broadcast scenes
from a demonstration rally by
a Congolese student group call-
ing for an invasion of Rwanda.

"The Circle of Kasai Students
simply recommends the annex-
ation of the infamous Republic
of Rwanda, which will, as a re-
sult, become the 12th province
of the Democratic Republic of
Congo." an unidentified student
leader said in the broadcast.

In the Rwandan capital Ki-
gali, Bizimungu accused Kabila
of trying to establish a pretext
to attack Rwanda and threat-
ened Congo with a preemptive
strike.

“We will not wait for Congo
to attack first," Bizimungu told
The Associated Press.

Bizimungu said Rwanda had
credible evidence of Kabila's
training of at least 10,000 for-
mer Hutu soldiers and militia-
men in the southern city of
Kamina. and that he planned to
use them against Rwanda.

The rebels were responsible
for the 1994 genocide of more
than 500,000 minority Tutsis
and politically moderate Hutus.

Nagasaki remembers
53rd anniversary
of atomic bombing

TOKYO, Aug 9: In ceremonies
marked by undiminished anger
at the world's nuclear powers,

Nagasaki today remembered
the atomic bomb that devas-
tated this port city 53 year ago,
reports AP.

"We cannot help but feel
anger at the legitimisation of
nuclear weapons by those
countries that possess them,’
Mayor Itcho Ito told thousands
who gathered at the city's Peace
Park to commemorate the an-
niversary.

Japanese Prime Minister
Keizo Obuchi criticised India
and Pakistan for making the
world a more dangerous place
with their tit-for-tat nuclear
tests in May.

"Our Lﬁ“"’ﬁmm‘“t strongly
urges both the Indian and Pak-
istani governments to immedi-
ately stop nuclear tests and un-

conditionally conclude the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty,” he said.

Under international pres-
sure, Pakistan and India have
sald they are ready to engage in
negotiations on a treaty on nu-

clear materials like plutontum
and highly enriched uranium.
About 700 people attended
an early morning service at Na-
gasaki's Urakami Cathedral,
which was rebuilt along with
much of the city after the
atomic explosion in 1945.

Some 25,000 people joined
in the Peace Park ceremony,
where survivors read gruesome
accounts of destruction and the
suffering that followed the
blast.

City residents recognised a
moment of silence as Buddhist
temples rang bells at 11;02 am
(0202 GMT), the exact time that
the bomb exploded after a US B-
29 dropped it.

More than 60,000 pmpliger-
ished in the blast, which had an
explosive force of 22 kilotons,
or 22,000 tons of TNT.

The Nagasaki attack came®
three days after the United
States dropped a smaller bomb
on the city of Hiroshima in an
effort to force the Japanese into
surrender at the end of World
War Il

jee said, adding that

S

Amanpour,
.Ruom ne
- the knot

ROME, Aug 9; CNN corre-
spondent Christiane Amanpour
and US State Department
Spokesman James Rubin tied
the knot on Saturday at a lake-
side Renaissance Church near
Rome, reports Reuter.

[ranian-born Amanpour, 40,
who has reported from Bosnia
and many other world trou-
blespots for the television net-
work, wore white for her mar-
riage to 38-year-old Rubin on
the banks of lake Bracciano.

After a catholic service at
the church, a Jewish ceremony
was held at the nearby
Odescalchi Palace.

John Kennedy jr and his
wife Carolyn Bessette were at
the wedding. but hopes of a star-
studded guest line-up were dis-
appointed: celebrities such as
Jane Fonda and her husband
Ted Turner, founder of CNN, did

not turn up as expected.
Rubin's boss, Secret of
State Madeleine Albright, had

flown to Italy for the occasion
but returned suddenly to Wash-
ington on Friday after the
deadly bombing attacks on US
embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania.

Ultrasound
waves may

cause cancer

CALCUTTA, Aug 9: Repeated
exposures to ultrasound waves,
being increasingly used in biol-
ogy and diagnostic medicine to-
day, might induce cancer, says a
study, reports PTI.

Ringing alarm bells for lab-
oratory workers dealing in such

rocess, a joint study, conducted

y Dr SN Chatterjee of Saha
Institute of Nuclear Physics
(SINP) and Dr Pratima Sur of
Indian Institute of Chemical
Biology (IICB). warns them to
keep malignancy at bay by
taking ‘adequate measures'.

The duo subjected 40 female
mice to continuous wave Ultra-
sound at 25 kilohertz fre-

uency, a minute each every

ay for about six months, and
found that the rodents produced
large amounts of fluids in their
guts with many abnormal car-
cinoma-like cells.

Seventy per cent of the ex-
perimental animals develo
malignant tumors and highl
wrinkled skin, lost hair an
mobility significantly and died
much earlier than their non-

exposed counterparts.

Though at the tested fre-
quency levels, ultrasound
waves are used mostly for labo-
ratory purposes like breaking

of cells and DNA, at the mega-
hertz (mhz) level, it is generally
used in short pulses for medical
diagnosis and therapy, Chatt:ir-
E -
ments at the higher level have
been initiated.
The ents and results
have been published in the lat-
est issue of the journal 'Current

| Science'.



